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For more information & cost please contact Rabbi Steven                    

Schwarzman at rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org 

The bylaws of Edmonton Beth Shalom no 

longer allow  for nominations to the Board                

of Directors from the floor.  

Accepted Nomination for Election: 

Michael Alpern         Farrel Shadlyn  Cheryl Shur 

Continuing Board  Members                                   

  (in the 2nd year of their 2 year term): 

  Laurence Abbott  Sam Fialkow  Seth Glick 

 Marvin Karrell   Anna Linetsky    

Continuing on the board by nature of their position: 

Immediate Past President – Lana Black 

Women’s League President – Netta Phillet 

Completing their term or stepping down from the board: 

Sylvia Alpern  Debbie Anson    Drew Hanson       Adam Merrick                                                

 Yom HaShoah                April 28, 12-1 pm                                                   

Holocaust Remembrance Day                      

Outdoors at the Legislature Grounds 

(Adjacent to the Holocaust monument) 

 

Yom HaZikaron              

Coming together 

to honour Israel’s 

fallen                               

 
May 5, 6:30 pm at Beth Israel                          

 May 3, 8 pm  at Beth Shalom 

For more information regarding programs 

above please check                                                          

The Jewish Federation of Edmonton Website 
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Join the conversation in our special 

Facebook group, open only to Beth 

Shalom members, at facebook.com/

groups/BethShalom Edmonton 

Join                                

Beth Shalom                                         

on facebook                                                                                                                          

 

Learners' Minyan, Sunday mornings at 9 am                       

On Sundays, we begin with a few minutes learning              

from the laws of prayer and in-depth study of one              

prayer each week.  We also go at a slower pace,                   

to allow those who are working on their Hebrew                             

to feel more   comfortable in prayer.                                                  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85075108038?

pwd=S3pFUWxpaS9pTW5EWHh5THNSVDZyQT09  

Weekday Morning  Minyans:                                      

Sunday at 9:00 am                                                            

https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR                                                                         

Monday to Friday at 8:00 am                                          

https://bit.ly/352FllT                                        

 

May 7th   Kedoshim           

May 14th   Emor                            

May 21st    Behar                             

May 28th   Bechukotai                      

edmontonbethshalom.org/livestream.html  

If you prefer instead of in-person 

services, join us from home via 

our livestream, the link is              

Shabbat Services: Shacharit 9:30 am                                     
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Candle                     

Lighting 

Time on                   

Fridays:                                                                  

May 6th  7:37pm                 

May 13th  7:46pm                 

May 20th   7:55pm               

May 27th          8:03pm   

Beth Shalom's B’nai Mitzvah Class                               

Sundays at 9:00 am                                                                        

Zoom Link: https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR                              

Please contact Rabbi Schwarzman                                   

at rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org                               

or  780.488-6333/302                   

To B’nai Mitzvah Parents: Please make sure we 

receive the article and photo of your child as soon 

as possible! This will help us to ensure their infor-

mation is available in the appropriate monthly 

bulletin.  Thank You!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Beth Shalom caters life cycle events, 

private and all synagogue events  

Potato Knishes                      

Onion,                  

Mushroom, or 

Cheese Kugels               

Potato or           

Mushroom           

Strudels           

Assorted Soups 

Perogies 

Honey Cake              

Apple Cake             

Coffee Cake 

Kuffles                  

Kamish                         

Rollie Polly                    

Assorted           

Cookies                

Cabbage Rolls 

For more information please contact Helena at 

780.4886333/301 or  info@e-bethshalom.org 

The Beth Shalom 

philosophy is               

to provide high 

quality kosher  

food at                           

reasonable costs 

 

 
Supporting our  Kiddush  Lunch Fund:                                                  

It is customary to help sponsor  our               

Kiddush Lunch to honour the memory             

of  loved  ones at the time of their Yahrzeit  

or in honour of a special  occasion.             

Donations to the Kiddush Lunch Fund can be  

made online on our  website or by contacting          

the office at  780.488.6333 ext. 301.                                          

Tax receipts are provided.                                                                         

We are grateful for your  ongoing support! 

https://facebook.com/groups/BethShalomEdmonton
https://facebook.com/groups/BethShalomEdmonton
https://facebook.com/groups/BethShalomEdmonton
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85075108038?pwd=S3pFUWxpaS9pTW5EWHh5THNSVDZyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85075108038?pwd=S3pFUWxpaS9pTW5EWHh5THNSVDZyQT09
https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR
https://bit.ly/352FllT
http://edmontonbethshalom.org/livestream.html%C2%A0
http://edmontonbethshalom.org/livestream.html%C2%A0
https://bit.ly/2yE4EyR
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Back in early 2020, we began making plans for a Beth Shalom Pesach seder at shul. We 

bought the haggadot in advance, because they come from the US. Of course, the pan-

demic put the kibosh on those plans for a shul seder. So we pivoted, and included those 

haggadot in the first of many rounds of holiday gift baskets in our Nefesh Project deliv-

ered by our members to all of our members. 

 

This year, we finally were able to use those books in shul at our first-in-who-knows-how-many-years Pesach 

seder at Beth Shalom.with over 40 people in attendance. (After, that is, ordering another case of haggadot to 

replenish our supply!) Thank you to all who came, and thank you to all who have donated to the Nefesh Pro-

ject so that we can continue to make events like this happen. And if you think about it, it's pretty amazing - 

who ever heard of a shul Pesach seder that was FREE for all shul members?  

 

We're grateful to Bogena and her kitchen crew for the wonderful food they make for us all year, and for the 

hours of extra work in kashering the kitchen for Pesach and then cooking and baking the amazing food for 

the seder. And we're grateful to Helena, who as always took care of absolutely everything that needed to be 

done, from buying the food to setting the tables, from signing people up for the seder to personally dropping 

off Pesach food to those who could not make it to shul. And we're also grateful to Bettina, who led us in sing-

ing at the seder, using tunes that I posted links to on our private Beth Shalom Facebook page so people could 

practice. (If you haven't joined the group yet, you should.) 

 

Everyone got an afikoman prize at the Beth Shalom seder, as each table did their own search. And this, I think, 

is emblematic of the participatory way we do things at Beth Shalom. Every day at morning minyan, three 

different laypeople lead the three parts of the service. On Shabbat, too, different people lead our services, be-

cause prayer is not a performance. It's a spiritual exercise that we all engage in. 

 

And the Nefesh Project - it's Helena who has gone out to buy the holiday goodies for those gift packages 

(along with volunteers in some cases), and organized the packages into neighbourhoods for easy delivery 

routes. But it has been members of Beth Shalom who have driven around, knocking on doors and making 

contact with old or new friends during the pandemic, bringing smiles to their faces with the joy of human  

                                continued on page #4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the  Donations                    

towards Mishloah Manot Program:                    

Rhoda Friedman 

Sharon Abbott                   

Laura Schechter                   

Mordechai Kleiner                 

Tony & Alison Russell                                                                                                        

Steven Katz & Roni Kraut                                 

Jeff Davis & Linda Medland         

Sam Fialkow & Marilyn Scheckter                                                                       

Thank you for the Donations                          

towards Passover Seder Program: 
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contact and the joy of hamentashen on Purim, of an excellent haggadah and chocolate for afikoman at Pesach, 

with honey for Rosh Hashanah, with candles for Hanukkah. I think Beth Shalom may be unique in the way 

we have been reaching out to our members like this. 

 

This is what being a participatory shul is all about. We roll up our sleeves and take care of what we need to 

make happen to keep our Jewish community going, because there isn't some "somebody" besides us to do 

these things. It's up to us, and while that means we have to work at keeping our synagogue and community 

going strong, the feeling of ownership and belonging can't be replaced. Neither can our wonderful people - 

each of you. At Beth Shalom, we're not anonymous to each other. We're involved and doing our parts to do 

the good work of our synagogue. 

 

As our shul leadership year comes to an end and a new beginning with our AGM, I'd like to thank our          

officers and board members for their service, and to encourage all of our members to continue our tradition  

of stepping up to make a difference in our synagogue and Jewish community. The work that you have done 

and will continue to do makes our synagogue what it is. 
 

Rabbi Steven Schwarzman  

A Message from your Rabbi, Steven Schwarzman  continues from page #4 

Bar Mitzvah of                         Asher 

 

The Mintz and Singer families have enjoyed 

many simchas at Beth Shalom Synagogue. 

Over the past 50 years, Asher’s grandfathers 

Bruce Mintz and Fred Singer have been 

called to the Torah here to become  Bar    

Mitzvah, Asher’s Parents Matt and  Alisa 

Singer were married in the Beth Shalom 

Sanctuary and both became Bar/Bat Mitzvah at Beth Shalom.                                                                                               

                                                                                                                    

The Mintz and Singer families are delighted to be celebrating               

another family simcha at Beth  Shalom.                                                                                                     

                                                                                                               

Asher is an keen skier, golfer and soccer player. He attended           

Talmud Torah for 7 years and looks forward to Jewish summer 

camp every year. He is an avid supporter of JNF Canada and         

has been canvasing for many years to raise money to plant               

trees in Eretz Israel.                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                     

He invites you to join him and his family on May 14th 2022 to 

share in this joyous occasion. 

Bar Mitzvah of Asher Singer                                                                      

May 14, 2022 

        Security at Beth Shalom                                                             
Want to help keep our syna-

gogue secure? We're looking 

for volunteers to greet and 

screen people at the door for 

all of our in-person Shabbat 

and holiday services. Your job will be to 

recognize the regulars and talk to anyone 

you don't personally know, to make sure 

they should be allowed to come into the 

synagogue. Together with our paid                  

security, you will help make                              

Beth Shalom more secure. 

 

For more information, please contact                                 

Rabbi Schwarzman 

at rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org           

                    or Seth Glick 

at Seth@glickandglick.com.  

To Our New  Members:                    

Brook Ritchie                                                   

Rabinovitch Family                 
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A Message from your President, Laurence Abbott  

 

      

                                                                          

                                                 .  
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At the end of my second year as president of Edmonton Beth Shalom, I am pleased to 

report that our synagogue has weathered the last two years of the pandemic. Although 

we are not yet back to a pre-pandemic sense of normal, yet, we’re taking incremental 

steps in that direction, including the return of a Kiddush lunch, albeit a light one at the 

moment. Our shift online for services and programs that we rolled out in 2020, contin-

ues, and will be a normal part of our services, going forward. Our Zoom morning minyan still reaches the 

necessary numbers nearly every morning, and the technical issues that were often part of the service early on, 

like frozen images and lost connections, are, for the most part, things of the past. Most of the time, live 

streaming from the sanctuary works, but technical issues emerge from time to time.  

Over the past two years, COVID infection waves impacted attendance at services, which, in turn, limited 

food and catering services, and influenced members’ involvement and participation. Levels of comfort with 

being in the synagogue continue to vary and shift with these waves. In general, attendance on Shabbat morn-

ings has been in the 15 – 30-person range, except some simchot when the number of attendees has been much 

higher. There were significantly more attendees at High Holidays this past fall, than the prior year, while the 

number of devices for streaming these services were comparable to the prior year.  

From a financial standpoint, our synagogue remains healthy. Importantly, though, we feel the impact of 

changing membership numbers and more members needing accommodation on their fees. The pandemic’s 

impact on affiliation with religious institutions has been the subject of a great deal of writing and reporting in 

the media. Still, while we have lost members who have passed away, moved away, along with some mem-

bers who choose to discontinue membership because lifecycle events have passed, there are some new mem-

bers, and several people interested in converting.  

High Holiday fundraising was much higher in 2021 than in 2020, thanks, in part to several very generous do-

nations. Overall, fundraising is down, impacted by changes in attendance and participation in in-person ser-

vices and programs. Some of our costs have increased, especially insurance and utilities. Our investments 

have grown, modestly, and yields on some of the recently renewed investments are better than the ones that 

have matured, recently. Beth Shalom has benefitted from the federal wage subsidy program this past year, as 

well. A good piece of news on the revenue front is that we have a casino booked for July 18 and 19. If you are 

available to volunteer, please contact the synagogue office.  

In 2021 we were the beneficiary of some provincial and federal grants, helping us to offset the costs of up-

grading and updating our alarm and entry system, and covering a significant portion of the cost of replacing 

our security camera system. Grant money from the Jewish Federation of Edmonton helped us with the costs 

for security for High Holidays and for covering the costs associated with doing some necessary cleaning in 

the upper social hall. In addition, we received money from the Edmonton Jewish Community Charitable 

Foundation that allowed us to run a Back-to-shul BBQ in August. 

One of the most noticeable changes that has taken place at our shul is the lighting. In the main sanctuary and 

the upper social hall, all the ceiling lights have been re-lamped with brighter LED bulbs, all in the same colour 

temperature. In the foyer for the sanctuary and in the lower social hall, light fixtures have been replaced by 

brighter high-efficiency LED units. We raised the money for this a couple of years ago, but during the first  

                                                                                                  continued on page #6 



continues from page #5 

year of COVID it was very difficult to get anyone in to give us an estimate. Thank you to Susan Baram and 

Ruth Ellen Shafir, who took the lead on organizing the effort to get this completed.  

If you have not heard, Cantor David Mannes is retiring, this summer. David has been a part of our shul for a 

long time, and he will continue to help us out from time-to-time, and he will continue to offer private lessons 

for b’nai mitzvah students. This summer, Rabbi Schwarzman will be away for a few weeks to attend some 

professional development programs, and David and some of our lay leaders will help lead our Shabbat                 

services. While he is away, Rabbi Schwarzman will continue to lead morning minyan on Zoom.  

A challenge affecting this organization and many others in this community is volunteer fatigue. We are    

grateful for the work all our volunteers do to support and sustain Beth Shalom. Unfortunately, the pandemic 

has only aggravated the situation. In my fundraising appeal on Erev Yom Kippur, I highlighted the need for 

Beth Shalom’s board and membership to give consideration to hiring an Executive Director, once again. Drew 

Hanson helped develop a job description, and the board budgeted funds in the fourth quarter of this year to 

hire an administrative professional.  

On behalf of the board and our members I wish to thank Rabbi Stephen Schwarzman, Cantor David Mannes, 

our office manager, Helena Khazanovsky, our bookkeeper, Dorothy Turner, and our custodian, Manas           

Ashimov. They have continued to sustain our synagogue. In addition, Beth Shalom benefits from the work          

of our occasional staff and our volunteers. Thank you to:                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                            

 Anna Linetsky for organizing and sustaining the Adult Education Program at our shul. Attendance 

 has  been strong for our programs, the speakers have been excellent, and the topics resonate with the 

 audience. 

 Bettina Schwarzman, who has been our chazzan for High Holidays for the last two years, and who 

regularly davens, reads Torah and Haftarot for us on Shabbat. 

 Howie Sniderman, who helped with organizing High Holidays. 

 Karen Oshry, for the legal work and advice she does on behalf of our shul. 

 Bozena Szopiak & Anna Betlej, who have continued to prepare wonderful food for us, pandemic                

permitting. 

       Everyone who has helped us out with reading Torah and Haftarot, everyone who davens for us any 

day of the week, and all of the volunteers who help us run our programs, including Women’s League, 

the Yedlin Library, and Nefesh Project initiatives. 

Finally, as I wrap up my term as president, I want to thank all the members of the 2021-2022 Board of                   

Directors: Sylvia Alpern, Debbie Anson, Susan Baram, Boris Belkin, Lana Black, Sam Fialkow, Seth Glick, 

Drew Hanson, Marvin Karrel, Anna Linetsky, Adam Merrick, and Netta Phillet.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                

Respectfully,                                                                                                                                                                               

Laurence Abbott, PhD 

 

A Message from your President, Laurence Abbott  
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Beth Shalom M. Yedlin Memorial Library  

BETH SHALOM MOSHE YEDLIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

ANNUAL REPORT 2022 

“My pen is my harp and my lyre; my library                                                   

is my garden and my orchard.” Yehuda Ha-Levi  

 

The library committee is grateful for the ongoing support of Rabbi Schwarzman and board president                  

Laurence Abbott. Thanks as well to those who have enriched our holdings in the last year: Susan & Murray 

Lieberman; the Grosh, Hanson, Masliyah and Paull families; and Our Parents’ Home. Special thanks to               

Laurence for writing a successful grant application to the Edmonton Jewish Federation for funds to purchase 

more shelving and supplies, some details of that request are in this report. 

The Yedlin Library is Edmonton’s largest dedicated Jewish Library. It is accessible as a research and reference 

resource to all members of Edmonton’s Jewish community, and many non-community members access it as 

well. It is diverse and serves an important role in supporting educational programs at Beth Shalom, promot-

ing a wider understanding of Judaism, including western Canadian Jewish history, for the broader communi-

ty. Volunteers staff the library, and over the course of the last two years we have been converting the entire 

collection to an inexpensive online system. In 2021, to support our work, the synagogue donated a computer 

connected to the synagogue’s network to enable cataloguing on an internet-based platform; this will allow 

users inside and outside the library to check for specific titles, and ultimately to interconnect with other              

Jewish libraries in the region.  

The library’s holdings continue to grow through donations of money and books as well as the purchase of 

new ones. Although deselection is taking place, shelf space is limited; a major part of the collection includes 

sets of central religious texts, Torah, Talmud, halacha, etc., that should be kept together. The board has agreed 

to allow the library to place additional shelves along the north wall of the boardroom for these; it is the perfect 

location allowing immediate, easy access to materials during classes and users can take advantage of the table 

space to have multiple volumes open at the same time. 

The library continues to grow, update, and modernize its equipment and resources, and to promote Jewish 

learning and understanding of Judaism in support of existing and future synagogue and community                       

programming. Two current goals are to have the shelves in the boardroom in use by the summer of 2022               

and to hold a sale of unneeded items. Converting the database will continue for some time. 

 There is a significant need to update the collection in many areas (Conservative Judaism, family life and         

observance, diversity and interfaith families, anti-Semitism, theology, commentary and new interpretations, 

Israeli current affairs and accomplishments) and to do this we welcome monetary gifts as well as donations of 

both current and classic titles. There are many tasks involved in maintaining the library and we are looking 

for additional volunteers who are detail-oriented, like working alone, learning new skills and are willing to do 

what is needed on a semi-regular basis. Experience in a library setting is a plus. If you are interested in further 

information please contact Karen Hering at heringk@gmail.com. We look forward to welcoming you soon! 

From the Library Committee: Karen Hering, Michelle Huberman & Netta Phillet  

Our library  is accessible to the 

entire community, and beyond, 

during synagogue office hours:  

Monday to Thursday                      

between  9am & 4:30pm;                                                                  

Fridays between 9am-2:30pm;                              

Closed Saturdays & Sundays.                                          
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TRIBUTE FUNDS                                                                                            

(Charitable tax receipts are sent out every year in February).                        

Todah Rabah, Mazal Tov, Get Well, Condolences          $18.00          

Yedlin Library                                   $18.00 &  up   

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund                                             $18.00 &  up             

Chai Fund                                                           $18.00 &  up  

Book of Remembrance                                 $175.00             

Tree of Life                                   $250.00              

B’Kol Echad Song Book                     $18.00                   

Sim Shalom Siddur Machzor/Lev Shalem Machzor      $54.00                   

Etz Hayim Chumash                                   $125.00                   

Building Improvement Fund                        $50.00 & multiples 

Torah Restoration Fund                    $18.00 per letter/ $36.00 per word 

To Jerry Grobman & family                            
On the loss of Jerry’s wife,                       
Norma Grobman                                        
From: Lois & Hershel Sorokin  
Arliss Miller                                                        
Karen & Michael Goldstein 

 

To Sharon & Eric Macklin &           
family                                                            
On the loss of Sharon’s mother,    
Norma Grobman                                            
From: Arliss Miller                                        
Ed & Linda Rabinovitch                          
Farrel Shadlyn & Lisa Miller 

 

To David Sacks & family                            
On the loss of his mother,                    
Leyla Sacks                                                           
From: Karen Oshry & Ellery 
Lew & family   

 

To Inna Sukonnik                                           
On the loss of her mother                       
From: Aaron & Jean Oshry 

   

Torah Restoration Fund         

A word has been inscribed                      
In memory of  Jean’s father,                   
Julius Hochstadter                                                 
From: Jean & Aaron Oshry  

Condolences to Trevor & Taryn                  
Horwitz & family                                            
A letter has been inscribed                        
In memory of  their mother &                 
grandmother, Daphne Horwitz                  
From: Susan Baram         

                                                                    
Condolences to Ron & Carol Ritch       
A letter has been inscribed                        
In memory of  Ron’s sister,                                 
Norma Grobman                                                
From: Susan Baram  

 

A word has been inscribed                      
In memory of  Diane’s husband,              
Irving Marcovitch                                    
From: Diane Marcovitch  

 

Mazal Tov to Ruth-Ellen &                 
Joe Shafir                                                                 
A letter has been inscribed in                
honour of their son, Steven’s             
appointment as QC                                                     
From: Susan Baram  

 

Mazal Tov to Steven Shafir                     
& family                                                         
A letter has been inscribed in                
honour of his appointment as QC                                  
From: Susan Baram  

 

A word has been inscribed                      
In memory of  Jacob & Rebecca 
Wijzenbeek & family                                                      

From: Henk Deinum            

                                                                 
Condolences to Mah & Hardin              
families                                                             
A word has been inscribed                        
In memory of  their father,                  
husband & friend, Colin Mah                   
From: Hannah, Stephen &                   
Sarah Aaron                                                                
             continued on page # 9  
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 Condolences                               

To Trevor & Taryn Horwitz                         
& family                                                                
On the loss of their mother &   
grandmother, Daphne Horwitz                                    
From: Lawrie & Nora Lyman &               
family                                                         
Lois & Hershel Sorokin                                
Ann Davis, Debbie Davis &                 
Suzanne Davis & Ted Croll                 
Karen Oshry & Ellery Lew                   
Valda Levin                                         
Michael & Denise Webster                      
Ed & Linda Rabinovitch                            
Aaron & Jean Oshry 

 

To Dianne Radnoff & family                    
On the loss of their father &             
grandfather, Ken Radnoff                            
From: Sheila & Stan Bronson 

 

To Ron & Carol Ritch & family                                    
On the loss of Ron’s sister,                    
Norma Grobman                                         
From: Arliss Miller 

 

To Debby Karasick & family                           
On the loss of their husband, father  
& grandfather, Verne Karasick                                             
From: Ed & Linda Rabinovitch                  
Stan & Faith Greenspan 
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Mazal Tov                                                 
To Cantor David Mannes                                 
On his special Birthday                      
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman 

 

To Arlene & Pierre Morin                             
On the birth of their grandson,             
Finn Morin                                             
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman         
                                                                      
                                                      
To Martin & Shoshana Bankey                  
On the birth of their grandson, 
Leo                                                              
From: Sheila & Stan Bronson 

 

To Steven Shafir                                                    
On his appointment as QC               
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman   
Phillip & Toni Gold 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

Condolences to Trevor & Taryn 
Horwitz & family                                                         
On the loss of  their mother &                 
grandmother, Daphne Horwitz                  
From: Odette & Jacob Masliyah 

 

Thank you to Rabbi Steven for his 
kindness & help with Shiva for 
Daphne Horwitz                                     
From: Trevor & Taryn Horwitz           
& family                                                                 
Robyn Furman & family 

 

A donation has been made the 
Nefesh Project                                                  
In memory of Nora’s mother,           
Florence Burstyn                            
From: Lawrie & Nora Lyman                     
& family  

Kiddush Fund                                            
A donation has been made                       
In memory of Laurence’s                      
grandfather, Lawrence Abbott                      
From: Laurence Abbott &  family 

 

A donation has been made                       
In memory of Ron’s mother,                
Bernice Ritch                                                                                  
From: Ron & Carol Ritch  

 

A donation has been made                       
In memory of Carol’s aunt,                
Fannie Shurvel                                     
From: Ron & Carol Ritch  
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TRIBUTE FUNDS                                                                                             
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Mazal Tov to Steven Shafir  & family on 

his appointment as QC!                                                                                                       

Mazal Tov to Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir on 

their son, Steven’s appointment as QC! 

Happy Birthday!                 Isabel Oshry                 

Becky Shafran                   

Don Squire                         

Ray Rutman                         

Jessica Haines                     

Grant Vogel                           

Yael Wolch                              

Joseph Dance                       

Dan Levy                            

Linda Goody                     

Ruth Nolan             

Jacob Oshry      

Larry Witten                                         

Mona Witten  

Jaime Sorokin                                                                                                           

Sydney Cogan-Grahn 

Pauline Uretsky             

Michael Bobroff                 

Hannah Bobroff                              

Shelley Weinstein  

Bruce Bradley                    

Jennifer Coopens  

Frances Cyngiser  

Laura Schechter                                    

Paul Silverman                 

Karen Leibovici  

Catherine Miller              

Connie Zalmanowitz 

Howie & Debbie Sniderman 

David & Pam Margolus                      

Leon & Susan Kagan                        

Teddy Braun & Lisa Davidson                 

David Parker &                               

Jacqueline Greenblatt                            

Robert & Terrie Margolis                     

Stephen & Beverly Shafran              

Erin & Stacey Wright                         

George & Judy Goldsand           

Ray & Linda Rutman                                

Michael & Bonnie Chetner                   

Jerry & Miriam Katz 

Happy Anniversary!              

If you have a special           

occasion or accomplish-

ment to share with the 

congregation please contact  the office             

at 780-488-6333 ext. 301 or                                    

info@e–bethshalom.org   

The Board of                        

Directors and            

Congregation offer their  

deepest condolences to  

the following families:                                                                           

To Diane Radnoff &              

family on  the loss of              

their father & grandfather,                     

Ken Radnoff z”l                                                                                   

May his memory                           

be a blessing. 

A donation has been made                       
In memory of Judith’s father,                 
Manny Friedman & grandmother,              
Ethel Friedman                                         
From: Judith Friedman  

 

Environment Fund 

Mazal Tov to Matthew Katz                   
On him becoming Bar Mitzvah               
From: Amy & Mitch Weinberg               
& family                                                                 
Joe & Sandi Diner                                   
Bruce Sarbit                                                        
Bonnie & Steven Buchalter                       
Archie Kraut                                                           
Esther Steiman 
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 A Message from Adult Education Committee 

Alive but Alone: The Kindertransport 

Presentation by Moira L. Sacks, PhD 

Sunday, April 10th at 2:00pm 

Dr. Sacks has served our congregation in several capacities including being 

President. She presented for the Beth Shalom Adult Education Program on Jewish involvement in the 

slave trade in Feb of 2019. 

 

Today we call them Unaccompanied Minors or UMs. Perhaps they’re on a school trip. Perhaps they’re going 

from “Dad’s place” to “Mom’s house”. They probably have a backpack, a rolling suitcase or both. Planes and 

trains and buses have procedures for special handling of such precious passengers. Someone will be waiting 

for them at their destination. 

In the late 1930s however, it was a different story. A lot of this story is told in the book “…And the Policeman 

Smiled” (Barry Turner, Bloomsbury, 1990). This book inspired Dr. Sacks to look further into the Kinder-

transport, a series of efforts to get 10,000 mainly Jewish children out of Nazi-controlled areas of Germany, 

Austria and the Sudetenland. Turner also wrote a companion volume to this one titled “One Small Suit-

case” (2003), aimed at a younger reader and based on extensive interviews with those who helped to organ-

ize the transports, the families who took the children in and above all the young refugees as they began new 

lives in a strange country. 

The need for such efforts was made clear on the morning of November 10, 1938, when the shattering sounds 

of Kristallnacht pogrom (The Night of Broken Glass) stopped echoing. Reductions in the status of Jews in the 

German Reich had commenced if not continued with Hitler’s election to the chancellorship in 1933 and in the 

next two years 60,000 Jews emigrated from the troubled area but 10,000 returned during a moment of calm in 

1934. In 1935 citizenship for Jews was removed. In 1938 the Nazis annexed (not “conquered”) Austria and in 

September 1939 they outright invaded Poland. 

Movement between countries was made difficult by economic and political barriers brought about by the  

Depression of the 1930s and many countries had quotas and visa requirements for refugees, fearing competi-

tion for scarce jobs. In particular Britain only admitted 11,000 Jews prior to the declaration of WWII and          

limited immigration to their Mandate in Palestine to 15,000 Jews per year for 5 years. American fears of spies 

and reduced opportunities for their own children meant their quotas were largely unfilled. Further, the cost 

of such visas were out of range for many people.  

Getting Jews out of the way of German expansion goes back at least to 1914, when British-German banker 

Otto Schiff helped many Belgians, including 12,000 Jews, flee to Britain. In 1933 he helped establish the          

Jewish Refugee Committee (now World Jewish Relief) which helped with relief, retraining, employment and 

re-emigration. Schiff’s assurance that the Jewish community, rather than the British public purse, would               

provide for the refugees made it an easier sell. 

On the other side of the Channel many local organizations, run by many religious groups including Quakers  

                   continued on page # 11 
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continued from page #10  

  

and other Christians worked to rescue the children. 

Schiff and other recognizable families (Rothschild, 

Montefiore, Marks) set up the Central British Fund for 

German Jewry which quickly raised £250,000 (£14.6  

million today). While travel to and from Germany was 

still possible, men and women representing these 

efforts shuttled back and forth to keep the doors open. 

Some doors were not open very wide. Canada only 

took in 5,000 refugees. 

While the smoke of Kristallnacht still hung in the air on 

Nov. 15 1938, a delegation of prominent Jews including 

future Israeli President Chaim Weizmann met with          

British PM Neville Chamberlain. Assurance that the            

Jewish community would guarantee their support                  

figured in an agreement to bring unaccompanied         

teenage and younger children to Britain for 2 years          

before they had to re-emigrate. The (informal) goal was 

10,000 children. The Refugee Children's Movement 

(RCM), sent representatives to Germany and Austria     

to establish the systems for choosing, organizing, and 

transporting the children. 

Things moved relatively quickly for Britain’s international bureaucracy. By Nov. 25, visa application rules 

had been streamlined and 500 families had offered foster homes. In Germany and other contested areas,          

volunteer groups prepared lists of children to be rescued.  They came from concentration camps, orphanages, 

deportations, impoverished homes. We saw a list of Czech children organized by Nicholas Winton (born 

Wertheimer) that included the child’s address in the UK. The children were sent to many places but at least 

the Bauer twins Grete and Roxane were both sent to Luton. Once created, the lists were processed, the             

children grouped, parents or guardians notified, departure dates set.  

In Britain foster families of all faiths were vetted. Emphasis was on saving children and not necessarily on  

religious practices. For children of Orthodox background, this brought challenges. For parents it was the pain 

of sending their daughters and sons into the unknown rather than keeping them in the near certainty of              

persecution and even death. For the children, aged 5-17, it was separation from family and roots and facing a 

new life alone with only an ID tag and small suitcase with a few personal items such as toys or photos and no 

(sellable) valuables. 

The actual leave-taking at the train stations was extremely distressing. Sometimes only one parent was there, 

to save the other from emotional turmoil. Or arrest by the Nazis. Sometimes last-second instructions were  

                                                                                                              continued on page #12 
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given through train windows. Sometimes it was babies or underage children in the hope of a better chance for 

them. Some parents assured their children they would rejoin them soon. Some couldn’t speak. 

Some children were frightened, some confused. Some were excited, told they were going on an adventure. 

Some remember being told “Don’t look back.” Many older children took responsibility for younger ones, sib-

lings or not. 

The first train, organized by Florence Nankivell, left Germany on Dec. 1, 1938 with 200 Kinder, some from 

Hamburg, most from a Berlin orphanage burnt during Kristallnacht. The transport moved rapidly in the early 

weeks, a train each week arriving in London, then almost a train a day, from Germany and then from Vienna 

as well. Trains also came from Prague.  

As well as larger efforts to bring children out of danger, individuals used their energy and connections to 

effect rescues: 

With time pressure building Nicholas Winton put 20 Jewish children on an airplane from Prague in early 

1939. By August, 1939 he had helped 649 more escape. 

In the same time period British lawyer Elsley Zeitlyn organized 3 transports totalling 233 children from the 

camp at Zbąsyń, in the no-one’s-land on the border between Germany and Poland. 

Seeking to preserve background as well as bodies, Rabbi Solomon Schonfeld arranged for 200-250 Orthodox 

children to travel (but not on Shabbat). He personally guaranteed their financing, fostered them to families 

that kept kosher, saw to their religious education and even ensured respect for Jewish customs when they 

were evacuated to non-Jewish families in the countryside during the London blitz. 

Geertruida Wijsmuller-Meijer was a Christian whose parents fostered children following WWI. She parlayed 

being mistaken for a Jew into a meeting with Holocaust organizer Adolf Eichmann. She convinced him to let 

600 children go, but, thinking it would derail the exodus, he required them to travel on Shabbat. Her organi-

zation worked with Pesach-worthy speed and the largest single group of the Kindertransport left Vienna 6 

days later. She also arranged placement for 1,500 children to be admitted to the Netherlands. 

In August 1939 the RCM ran out of money and their last group left Germany on Sept. 1, 1939, the day the    

Nazis invaded Poland. On May 14, 1940 Geertruida Wijsmuller-Meijer got 66 children from Amsterdam on 

the last ship before the Nazis closed the border. 

The usual route: By train (15-20 hrs) across Austria and/or Germany to the Netherlands and the Hook of          

Holland (part of the port of Rotterdam), then by ferry (5-10 hrs) to Harwich, England, then by train to                              

Liverpool Street Station in London.  

Connection: Harwich (pronounced “Harritch”) was the home of the Mayflower (which transported a                   

religious minority to a new life in the New World) and where Huguenots arrived to seek refuge from                  

persecution in France. 

Happily, many Kinder remember being greeted and treated kindly at transfer points by locals dispensing hot 

chocolate and soft bread. Sailors provided a meal and then a bed in the overnight ferry restaurant. This and 

                  continued on page #13 
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similar behavior from London Bobbies went a long way to alleviate the children’s fear of uniformed men. 

Upon arrival at Harwich or Liverpool Street, nervousness again arose among the children and among waiting 

relatives, sponsors, organizers and prospective foster parents. Sometimes those waiting would try to claim a 

child that appealed to them or better matched their expectations. “This insensitivity was not lost on the wait-

ing children.” 

As it is today with puppies and kittens, the younger children were easier to place than the teens. At first, up 

to 2,000 refugees were housed in that particularly British institution, the holiday camp, mainly at Dovercourt 

near Harwich. Designed for summer use, the record cold British winter of 1938 was keenly felt. Also at first, 

time was unstructured and it fell to German Jewish school operator Anna Essinger (who escaped with her 

school in 1933) to set up classes in language and singing as well as other morale-improving exercises.  

Connection: After the Kindertransport, from 1942 to 1947, the Dovercourt camp was used as a Prisoner of 

war camp for German soldiers. 

Sunday was Selection Day (called by the children “the cattle market”), where prospective parents could meet 

the refugees. Again, younger children, especially girls, were first to be chosen, often being separated from 

siblings.  

A BBC Radio appeal produced results, with several groups of boys moving to estates or hostels, some run by 

Jewish organizations that respected the children’s background. Some, supported by the Youth Aliyah move-

ment went to agricultural schools like Whittinghame Farm School in Scotland, (home to Lord Arthur Balfour 

of the Balfour Declaration of Palestine as a Jewish homeland). This was seen as preparation for life as a chalutz 

(“pioneer”) in Palestine. Older girls were trained as maids, domestic help or caregivers. One reported case 

had the young lady as a prospective wife for a young man dating a non-Jewish girl. 

Placement for children of Orthodox background brought special challenges and maintaining yiddishkeit took 

effort. Nicholas Winton’s transport was supported by the Barbican Mission and conversion was a real objec-

tive. Even for children placed with Jewish homes, things might not be easy. Poor British Jews of Polish extrac-

tion thought the middle-class German Jewish children looked down on them but considered the children to 

be less observant than them. A clash of expectations and even cultures resulted. 

Varied experiences and uncertainty were still issues. Some children were happy and well-treated and actual-

ly loved. Some were seen as an extra pair of hands for chores. Language, especially for unilingual German 

and English speakers was a barrier. Some were moved several times, especially when most children were 

evacuated from London to escape the bombings of the blitz. Some older boys, along with adult male refugees 

from Germany and Austria were eventually classified as “enemy aliens” and transported (as in “sentenced to 

transportation”) to the Isle of Wight or Canada (2,200 to Quebec) or Australia. When released many of these 

joined the Allied military and fought the Nazis in the war. 

Other changes for the children were as basic as what to have for breakfast. Soft white bread with butter 

seemed like cake. Porridge and kippers were strange as was tea with milk. Still, children tried to keep                                                                                                                              
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contact with family. While the option existed, postcards and letters, including special Red Cross forms limited 

to 25 personal words, passed back and forth – for a while. Eventually many of the Kinder learned their fami-

ly’s fate in the Final Solution, which by 1942 meant extermination. 

Adapting to their new lives meant assimilation to some degree. Adoption of English (and loss of some or all 

of one’s birth language), adoption of diet, dress and mannerisms. Their new home would work to adopt 

them, with British citizenship for orphans and free primary education to age 14. For many, education would 

continue past age 16 for work in trades. A lucky and talented few went to excellent schools and on to univer-

sity. Night school offered advancement while working. 

After the war some of the Kinder were able to reunite with family or create one of their own and after even 

more time to settle some were able to tell the story of their displacement and adaptation to their families and 

to the world. In later years an association was formed so such people could maintain connections. Kinder have 

returned to their origins in Europe, stayed in the UK and spread to many lands including the USA (which at 

the time refused them) and to Israel. As with so many from that time and place, there are precious few left 

who Were There. 

Dr. Sacks mentioned the names of many private people and volunteer non-government organizations who 

made huge efforts to rescue 10,000 children. This seems a large number, especially in a time of small families, 

but compared to the need it is at the same time a small number. The point is that when the need was seen, 

those people and organizations rose to the challenge and did all that was possible to respond. Many have re-

ceived British honours and have been called Righteous Among the Nations by Israeli Holocaust memorial 

Yad Vashem 

Currently in Europe, where the lines on the maps have always been in flux, the need is still there. Successor 

organizations to those mentioned are working to get Ukrainians and Jewish Ukrainians in particular out of 

the way of Russian invaders. 

There can be some discussion of the details of the Kindertransport. Only healthy children were selected and 

no adults. Their Jewish heritage was not always maintained. Education may have limited the prospects of 

some of them. And there is always the trauma of separation and family loss. Still the resilience of the Kinder 

has allowed many of them to make great contributions to their local communities and to the world. A very 

truncated list: 

Arno Penzias, Physicist, Nobel laureate, co-discover of the cosmic background radiation 

Walter Kohn, Physicist, Nobel laureate, interned in Quebec, 1st degree from McGill 

Joe Schlesinger, CBC journalist and author 

Dr. Ruth Westheimer, former Haganah sniper (among other things…) 

More locally: 

Norbert Berkowitz, Edmonton, research in coal technology, Order of Canada 

Ernest Schlesinger, Edmonton, Social Worker, Jewish Family Services 

Karl Gruenberg, British mathematician, 30 years collaboration with U of A Prof. Al Wiess 

Henry Kreisel, Edmonton, Author, Chair, Dept. of English, U of A        

                       continued on page #15 
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Also: Joy Ruth Mickelson, Edmonton, Author “Facing the Shards”, a story of the evacuation of all children 

from London. Review at https://albertajewishnews.com/book-review-facing-shards-joy-ruth-mickelson/ 

Beth Shalom Librarian Netta Phillet notes that we have this and Henry Kreisel works in our library.  

Special mention to Kind Frank Meisler (1925-2018) who achieved international success as an architect and 

sculptor. He and his wife Batya moved to Israel in the 1950s and established an atelier in Jaffa. He considered 

his most significant works to be a series (2006-2015) of large public Kindertransport memorials marking the 

children’s long and emotionally difficult journey. The sculptures stand in his birthplace of Danzig (now 

Gdansk) and in Berlin, Hamburg, Rotterdam and Liverpool Street Station in London. Dr. Sacks used photos 

of these to illustrate her presentation. 

After the presentation, Rabbi Schwarzman and Adult Education Director Anna Linetsky (along with many 

Zoom chat posts) thanked Dr. Sacks for her research and informative and insightful lecture. Anna noted that 

after 80 years, there is still a need to protect people from senseless violence.   
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We are looking 

for the                      

volunteers for            

all Positions! 

Please contact  

info@e-bethshalom.org 

or 780.4886333/301 

May 6, Friday   1:30 pm Harry Garfinkle                                                              

May 15, Sunday  2:00 pm Tom Hardin                                                     

May 29, Sunday  11:00 am Leo Lyman                                                                              

   12:00 noon Dina Lapin                                                                        

   2:00 pm        Bobby & Sharon Cairns                                                       

   3:00 pm  Private                                                                            

June 1, Wednesday    3:00 pm   Private                           

                           4:00 pm Private                                                                

June 12, Sunday 11:00 am Private                                                               

   1:00 pm David Woolfson 

   2:00 pm  Private                           

June 26, Sunday  1:00 pm Mitch Klimove                            

July 10, Sunday           1:00 pm            Private                                                                                  

July 24, Sunday  11:30 am Private                                                                   

July 31,Sunday  12:00 noon  Eugene Linetsky                                                              

Beth Shalom’s Casino will be held 

on  July 17th & 18th, 2022 

 

Judaica Shop Open:                                                                                                       

Monday-Thursday                      

between 9:30am & 4:00pm;                                                                                               

Friday between                                                                                 

9:30am & 2:30pm                                                                                                                               
20% off Cook 

Books    

___________ 

25%                    

Children 

Books 

Gift Registry available                

for  Weddings &                             

Bar/Bat  Mitzvahs                                                                                                            

https://albertajewishnews.com/book-review-facing-shards-joy-ruth-mickelson/


 

Congregation Beth Shalom  

11916 Jasper Ave. NW 

Edmonton   AB   T5K 0N9    

Phone: (780) 488-6333 /Fax: (780) 488-6259    

 Email: info@e-bethshalom.org  

Website: http://www.edmontonbethshalom.org  

Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM — 4:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM—2:30 PM  

 

Board of Directors 2021-2022 

Laurence Abbott      President 

Lana Black                Past President 

Sylvia Alpern           Secretary                                     

Adam Merrick         Treasurer                                            

Debbie Anson          Director                                                 

Sam Fialkow             Director                                       

Drew Hanson            Director                       

Marvin Karrel            Director                                      

Anna Linetsky          Director                                       

Seth Glick            Director                                                

Netta Phillet             Women’s League President                          

                        Synagogue Staff  

Rabbi Steven Schwarzman—Spiritual Leader 

rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org, or ext. 302  

Cantor David Mannes — Ritual Assistant 

dmannes@edmontonbethshalom.org, ext. 303  

Helena Khazanovsky — Office Manager 

info@e-bethshalom.org, ext. 301  

Dorothy Turner — Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@e-bethshalom.org, ext. 304 

 

Please contact Helena Khazanovsky 

for catering inquiries. 

Bikkur Cholim: If you would like to be contacted by    

Rabbi Schwarzman please contact him at 780.4886333/302 

or rabbi@edmontonbethshalom.org                                                                                                                              

Scent Free Shul:  Out of respect for your fellow congre-

gants who may suffer from allergies, please reduce your 

use of scented  products when you are in the synagogue.   

Important Kehila Reminders 

Mishebeirah—prayer for the sick: If you would like us         

to include the name of someone who is not well during the 

Mishebeirach prayer, please either call 780.488-6333/301 or 

email info@e-bethshalom.org, with their Hebrew or English 

name/s. Traditionally we include the person's Hebrew name(s) 

and their mother's Hebrew name(s), for example, “Moshe ben 

D'vorah” or “D’vorah bat Miriam” (ben or bat means son or 

daughter of). If, however, you do not have a Hebrew name for 

this person or they are not Jewish then an English name will 

do. If a name on the list should no longer be listed, can you 

kindly let us know so we can remove the individual from our 

list?                                                                                                        

Due to the Canadian privacy of information laws we  

require that congregants get permission from the ill          

person(s) to have their name(s) read aloud from the Bimah  

on Shabbat.   

Todah Raba to our Publishing Volunteers                                                                                      

Thank you to Sharon Abbott &  Ruth-Ellen Shafir                         

for editing our Beth Shalom Publications. 
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Accuracy of Information: We do our best to           

ensure the accuracy of all the information in the 

Bulletin, but despite our best  efforts, sometimes 

an error appears. Please accept our sincere            

apologies for any errors. Please let us know so 

that we can correct them as soon as possible or 

update our records where necessary.                                                       

WITTEN LLP,                                                             

Barristers &  Solicitors                                                                   

   #2500, Can. Western Bank Pl.                  

10303 Jasper Ave.,                                                                                                           

Edmonton, AB  T5J 3N6                                                                                                        

Tel:  (780) 428-0501 Fax: (780) 429-2559                            

Email: lawyers@wittenlaw.com;  ww.wittenlaw.com                                                                                                          

Beth Shalom welcomes advertising from members of our 

congregation and the community. Only business card size 

ads are accepted.  The cost is $25.00 per issue or $250.00 

for a full year when  paid for in advance.                            

To arrange for an ad in the next Bulletin, please                     

call the office at 780-488-6333,  ext. 301.                                                                                     

mailto:lawyers@wittenlaw.com

