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Important Kehila Reminders
Bikkur Cholim: If you would like to be visited by someone from the Bikkur Cholim committee, please contact
Cantor David Mannes.
Scent Free Shul: Out of respect for your fellow congregants who may suffer from allergies, please reduce your
use of scented products when you are in the synagogue.

A Reminder from Beth Shalom Catering Committee
When making meal reservations or food orders
we ask that you pay by credit card or cash when
the reservation order is made.
Accuracy of Information: We do our best to ensure
the accuracy of all the information in the Bulletin, but
despite our best efforts, sometimes an error appears.
Please accept our sincere apologies for any errors.
Please let us know so that we can correct them as soon
as possible or update our records where necessary.

Mishebeirah—prayer for the sick: If you would like us to
include the name of someone who is not well during the
Mishebeirach prayer on Shabbat morning, please either call
780.488-6333/301 or email info@e-bethshalom.org, with their
Hebrew or English name/s. Traditionally we include the person's Hebrew name(s) and their mother's Hebrew name(s), for
example, “Moshe ben D'vorah” or “D’vorah bat Miriam” (ben
or bat means son or daughter of). If, however, you do not have
a Hebrew name for this person or they are not Jewish then an
English name will do. If a name on the list should no longer be
listed, can you kindly let us know so we can remove the individual from our list?
Due to the Canadian privacy of information laws we
require that congregants get permission from the ill
person(s) to have their name(s) read aloud from the Bimah

Todah Raba to our Publishing Volunteers
Thank you to Sharon Abbott & Ruth-Ellen Shafir on Shabbat.
for editing our Beth Shalom Publications.
Thank You!
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A Message from your Rabbi, Steven Schwarzman
As I write this month's column, I'm in Tel Aviv, where the daytime temperatures have
been plus 17 or 18. It's a lovely time of year in Israel, when most of the rain is over (and
this year has been one of copious rainfall, a blessing for the land).
And so it's a good time to begin planning Beth Shalom's congregational trip to Israel for
this time next year. As I said on Yom Kippur, our trip will be a blend of meeting with
Shabbat Services
Israelis of all kinds and learning about some of the amazing things they are doing, seeing and learning about places in Israel's history, having enormous fun, building lasting Shacharit 9:30 am
connections with people here and with each other, and creating spiritual experiences
February 1st
while here.
BO
February 8th
As we begin building an itinerary, the first step is to hear from you what your hopes and YITRO
dreams are for this trip. So, let me ask you a few questions:
February 22nd
MISHPATIM
1. How long would you like the trip to be? Most shul trips are 10 days to 2 weeks, but
February 29th
tell me what you would like.
TERUMAH
2. Would you like to combine the Israel trip with a few days in another country? Some
trips include, for example, a stop to see the Jewish heritage in a country in Europe on the Daily Minyan:
way to Israel.
Daily minyans are
held Monday to
3. How active would you like the trip to be in terms of walking and other physical
Friday at 7:30am
activity?
and Sundays and
4. What level of comfort/luxury would you prefer? Are you a 3-star, 4-star, or 5-star
holidays at 9:00am.
hotel kind of person?
Please make a commitment to attend
5. How much free time would you like on your own to be with family or explore Israel?
at least one
6. Are you a first-time visitor? Been here 37 times? Something in between?
minyan a month.
7. Do you have any special concerns or date restrictions?
Attendance at minyan allows individ8. What is the one thing you hope most to get from this trip?
uals to say Kaddish. Thank you
Please write to me at rabbischwarzman@e-bethshalom.org with your answers, and any
to the people who
other thoughts that you'd like to share with me. With your input, I'll be able to begin
attend regularly!
planning with one of the fine companies that specialize in creating top-notch experiences in Israel for shuls like ours, so we can begin to craft a first draft itinerary with preliminary pricing.
I'm very excited by the sheer number of Beth Shalom members who have already expressed an interest in the trip. Israel is part of our mission, and we will be part of Israel!
Rabbi Steven Schwarzman
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A Message from your President, Lana Black
There are several topics included in the President’s Column this month:
Election of Board Members:
February is the month when the Past President of the Synagogue Board, in consultation
with others, is building the slate of officers for the next Beth Shalom Board. The slate
will be ratified at our Annual General Meeting on Sunday March, 29th., 2020 at 1:00 pm
in the synagogue’s lower auditorium. Please contact Michael Paull if you have interest in and/or questions
about the development of the 2020-2021 slate of officers for the Beth Shalom Board by February 28th., 2020.
Michael can be contacted at Michael@micol.ca
As we work toward the Board membership for 2020-2021 year it is important to thank the present Board
members for their hard work during 2019. The Board is responsible for the effective running of the synagogue and spends hundreds of unseen hours making sure that the synagogue is running and thriving as it
should. When you speak with our present Board Members please say thank you to them for their hard work
on your behalf.
Farewell to the Weinberg Family
Dr Mitchell Weinberg, Amy Weinberg, and their son Ian have been an integral part of our Kehilla for the past
seven years. Mitchell, Amy and, Ian have been regular Shabbat attenders and were usually present at the
events and programs we offered through out the calendar year. Mitchell served as the Ritual Chair, on the
Beth Shalom Board, and Amy was a member of the Rabbi Search Committee. Their contributions to our Kehilla have been substantial and we are grateful that they chose to be Beth Shalom members. Most importantly
they became a part of our Kehilla, they became our friends and we had the opportunity to see Ian grow from
the time he was born until he started kindergarten. Thank you for the contributions you have made to Beth
Shalom and thank you for the time we have shared together. Please stay in touch, goodbye and all the best in
the next phase of your life in Concord, New Hampshire. May we go from strength to strength in the years
ahead.
Shabbat Kiddushim
I am very pleased to share with you that we have seen larger turnouts for our Shabbat services and the Kiddush following the services. With larger numbers come larger costs to provide the Kiddush. To mark a life
cycle event or to contribute to Beth Shalom please consider donating to our Kiddush fund. To make a contribution contact Helena at 780 488-6333 or at helena@e-bethshalom.org

Respectfully,
Lana Black
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Representing Beth Shalom at the
USCJ 20/20 Judaism Conference
in Boston in December 2019

Laurence Abbott, VP Beth Shalom Congregation

In early December I attended the biennial convention
of USCJ in Boston, which was held in conjunction
with the Rabbinical Assembly’s convention. It was
the first time in a couple of decades that these conventions were merged into a single event. Beginning
with a Shabbaton built upon t’fillah, music and learning, and followed by three days of meetings, conference and plenary sessions, along with time for
networking and dialogue, I enjoyed an opportunity to
appreciate the richness, complexity and vitality of
Conservative/Masorti Judaism. Through my conversations with other delegates and with members of the
USCJ board, executive committee and professional
staff, I developeda better understanding of common
challenges shared by congregations across our movement, and I had a chance to advocate on our behalf
on issues that impact a congregation like ours.

The sessions I attended focussed on shul programming, membership retention and the evolving character of Judaism in North America, and the plenary
speakers talked about resurgent antisemitism, and
our movement’s relationship with the State of Israel
as well as with the Masorti community in Israel. I returned with some programming ideas that are worth exploring and some issues that are worthy of thoughtful discussion. In addition, I gained an appreciation for the role Howie Sniderman plays in within USCJ, how
his involvement elevates awareness of our kehilla in an organization made up of hundreds of congregations,
and I’m grateful for all his assistance in helping me network with delegates and USCJ officials.

The music programming was a highlight of the convention. Every evening of the convention, beginning with
Erev Shabbat, delegates had the chance to experience and participate in services and other musical events
that were vibrant and engaging, encountering liturgical music that mixed traditional melodies with newer
ones. Overall, my experience at the USCJ/RA convention provided me with a better understanding of our
movement’s health, sense of purpose and possible future trajectory.
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5:15PM - Pasta Dinner
Cost before March 7th:
Child (0-2) Free; Child (3-12) $5; Adult $10.00;
Family (2 adults & 2 kids) $20 ($5 for each additional child)
Cost on March 9th:
Child (0-2) Free; Child (3-12) $5; Adult $15;
Family (2 adults & 2 kids) $35 ($5 for each additional child)

6:15PM - Purim Schpiel
7:00PM - Dessert; Costume Parade; Prizes, & 50/50
Draw*
*Tickets can be purchased at the door or pre purchased by
calling Beth Shalom’s office.
Price of the tickets are: 1 ticket $2; 3 tickets $5; 10 tickets $10;
You can pre purchase 25 tickets for $20 by calling the Shul’s
office (this rate will not be available at the Purim Shbang)

7:30PM - Megillah Reading

Classes will be held
at 7:30pm on Tuesdays
Classes will resume
on Friday 18th

Suitable for people
considering conversion
to Judaism...and for
Jews who would like to
learn more about the
basics of Jewish belief,
history, texts, holidays,
and practice

For more information please contact
Rabbi Schwarzman

Beth Shalom's Board would like to present a new
program - Leyning (Torah chanting) class.
This is a weekly one hour class that is intended for
everyone from beginners who do not currently read
Torah, as well as those that currently do so, but wish to
improve their skills. There is a prerequisite of basic Hebrew reading skill (but comprehension is not necessary).
Classes will be held at 7:30pm on Tuesdays
Classes will resume on Friday 18th
Cost is $10.00 for members & $40.00 for non-members
for material for 4 months trimester
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Please join Rabbi Steven Schwarzman for the

Family Friendly

Second Passover Seder
on Thursday, April 9th at 6:00 pm at Beth Shalom
Open to the Entire Jewish Community
Please tune in for more information!
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Beth Shalom M. Yedlin Memorial Library

Our library is accessible to the entire

Beth Shalom M. Yedlin Memorial Library, 1st in a series about
Anne Frank

synagogue office hours: Monday to

“Researchers Uncover Two Hidden Pages in Anne Frank’s Diary“

Fridays between 9am-2:30pm; Closed

by Nina Siegal May 15, 2018

Saturdays & Sundays. Please consult

community, and beyond, during
Thursday between 9am & 4:30pm;

Netta Phillet about the possibility of
AMSTERDAM — Anne Frank tried to cover up two pages of writing in her diary that contained dirty jokes and a description of what donating to the library prior to bringing
books to the library. Thank You !
she referred to as “sexual matters,” pasting brown paper over the
pages in her red-and-white plaid notebook.
But researchers here have revealed the hidden text using new digital technologies, the Anne Frank House
and two other Dutch cultural institutions announced on Tuesday.
Frank, the teenage diarist who wrote about coming-of-age in a secret attic annex while in hiding from the
Nazis during World War II, may have camouflaged the two pages because they contained prurient content
that she didn’t want her father or someone else in the cramped quarters to discover.
“I sometimes imagine that someone might come to me and ask me to inform him about sexual matters,”
Frank wrote in Dutch. “How would I go about it?” She attempts an answer, addressing an imaginary listener
with a lofty tone, using phrases such as “rhythmical movements” to describe sex, and “internal medicament,”
to refer to contraception. She also touches on menstruation, “a sign that she is ripe,” and prostitution: “In
Paris they have big houses for that.”
Peter de Bruijn, a senior researcher at the Huygens Institute for the History of the Netherlands, one of the
partners in the research, said that the newly uncovered parts of the diary, often in even more explicit terms.
He said these pages were important because they show Frank’s first foray into trying to write in a more
literary tone. She starts with an imaginary person whom she is telling about sex, so she creates a kind of
literary environment to write about a subject she’s maybe not comfortable with,” he said.
In an interview, Ronald Leopold, executive director of the Anne Frank House, said, “It is really interesting
and adds meaning to our understanding of the diary.”
“It’s a very cautious start to her becoming a writer,” he said. “It’s still very early stages.”
The two newly revealed pages were written in Frank’s first diary, with a red plaid cover, on Sept. 28, 1942,
when she was 13 years old. During her time in hiding, she wrote two versions of the diary. The first was
written in a series of small notebooks, from her 13th birthday on June 12, 1942, until Aug. 1, 1944, and was
intended strictly for herself.
But one day she heard on the radio that the Dutch government in exile was planning to publish eyewitness
accounts of people’s suffering under the German occupation, and she resolved to write a new book that she
called “The Secret Annex,” based on her diaries, which she hoped to submit after the war. She completed 215
loose pages in a couple of months, but in August 1944, she and her family were discovered, arrested and
deported; she died in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp three months shy of her 16th birthday, in 1945.
continued on page #9
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Beth Shalom M. Yedlin Memorial Library
continued from page #8
Mr. de Bruijn said Frank may have also pasted over
the pages as a form of self-editing as she revised
her diary in preparation for the second, public
version.
Researchers at the Anne Frank House discovered
the two hidden pages in the original version of the
diary while they were checking its condition and
photographing the pages in 2016. The notebooks
are in storage for safekeeping and only examined
once every 10 years.
Until now, the technology that would have allowed
researchers to look at the covered pages without
destroying them wasn’t available. “When you
touch the pages they can be damaged, so we don’t
touch them,” said Teresien da Silva, head of collections at the Anne Frank House. Using photoimaging software, they were able to decipher text
beneath the brown paper without any contact with
the pages.
“You can compare it, for example, with finding out
that there’s something painted underneath a Rembrandt masterpiece,” Ms. da Silva said. “When you
discover that you want to know what’s underneath,
because it can tell you about how he worked.”
She also compared it to salvaging the writings of
Franz Kafka, who wanted to destroy many of his
own literary works. “It’s not always good to follow
the wish of an author,” she said. “It’s important
sometimes for scientific research and also good to
know for the public what she didn’t want to publish.”
A spokeswoman for the Anne Frank House said
that the museum would make the new text available on its website, but only in Dutch at the moment,
because of copyright restrictions. She said she did
not know when the text would be available in
English.

WITTEN LLP, Barristers & Solicitors
#2500, Canadian Western Bank Place
10303 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 3N6
Tel: (780) 428-0501 / Fax: (780) 429-2559
Email: lawyers@wittenlaw.com; ww.wittenlaw.com
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I would like to extend a huge thank you to Dr. Jerry
Katz, M.D. who presented an overview of Israeli
Medical Inventions and Discoveries to an enthusiastic
crowd after Kiddush Lunch on January 11.
We learned that Israel has become known as a “StartUp Nation” with the most start-up companies in the
world. Their many achievements include a company
that creates water from air – obviously highly valuable
in remote areas where water is far away or in disaster
areas. Amazingly no plumbing or infrastructure is
required, only an electric outlet.
Another brilliant invention is a camera within a vitamin size pill that the patient swallows. It is used for
diagnostics mainly for small intestinal disorders. The
camera takes 60,000 photos as it travels and transmits
them back to a data recorder thus it is a less invasive
procedure.
Jerry also told us about a “bendable” stent that opens up coronary artery blockages and prevents the need for
open-heart coronary bypass surgery.
In conclusion, Jerry highlighted a battery-packed bionic walking assistance system, controlled by a wristmounted remote, and we were astonished to also learn about a device that can “smell” certain diseases with
86% - 93% degree of accuracy.
Thank you so much, Jerry, for bringing all these wonderful innovations to our attention! Yasher Koach.
Anna Linetsky,
Chair, Adult Education Programming
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Beth Shalom’s Adult Education Committee Program

by
Felice Lifshitz, PhD,
Professor, U of A
Dr. Lifshitz is a medieval historian now cross-appointed to Women's and Gender Studies and to Religious Studies. With an undergraduate degree in Medieval Studies, and graduate degrees in History
(a field she choses due to her conviction that it comprehends all disciplines), she has been expanding
her own knowledge through teaching in extremely broad ways (chronologically, geographically, and
multi-disciplinarily) for over 30 years. She also founded and, for many years, directed the Working
Group for Pre-Modern Histories and Cultures at Florida International University (Miami, FL), dedicated
to the comparative study of the Global Middle Ages. Among other endeavors, they hosted the 2005
annual meeting of the Medieval Academy of America in Miami Beach with a focus on that theme.
The majority of her published scholarship is based on and revolves around the study of surviving
manuscripts from Christian communities in Medieval western and central Europe. Although many
topics have interested her, two are particularly prominent: the construction and representation of the
past, and the histories of women and gender. Dr. Lifshitz has particularly cultivated her understanding
of these important fields through her teaching, where she has been able to explore the issues
in arenas far beyond the world of medieval European Christians. She is happy to supervise
students in medieval European Christian cultural studies but also in the study of other periods,
places, and cultural communities should they wish to put gender, historical representation, or both at
(or near) the center of their inquiry.
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A guide to the Observance of Mourning
(This is a general guide only.
For details, please consult Rabbi Schwarzman).
Who is a mourner? We are obliged to mourn for a father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister (including
half-brother and half-sister), husband or wife. Males
from the age of thirteen years and females from the age of
twelve years should observe the laws of mourning. While
one is permitted to observe mourning rites for others,
those who wish to do so should consult their rabbi.
Between death and burial. During the period between
death and burial the mourner is known as an onen. The
onen is obligated to arrange for the funeral and burial of
the dead. In recognition of this obligation and of the
mourner’s fragile state of mind at this time, the onen is
exempt from fulfilling certain other religious duties, such
as reciting prayers or putting on tefillin, and is not called
to the Torah. On Shabbat or a Festival, however, an
onen may attend services.
Mourner’s Kaddish. The Kaddish is generally thought
of as a prayer for the dead, but it does not mention death
or the dead. Reciting the Mourner’s Kaddish is an act of
faith, expressing hope in the presence of grief. We praise
God with the words of the Kaddish, accepting God’s sovereignty and affirming life in this world. In Jewish tradition, this takes place a in public assembly. Thus the Kaddush is recited only in the presence of a minyan. The
Mourner’s Kaddish is recited for one’s parents for eleven
months (in some communities for twelve months), counting First and Second Adar, in a leap year, as two separate months. Some count these eleven months from the
date of death; others from the date of the funeral. It is
recited for thirty days by the other relatives. In many
communities it is customary to extend the period of saying Kaddish for other relatives, as well, to eleven
months. The Mourner’s Kaddish is also recited on each
anniversary of the death (yahrzeit), and commonly, at
Yizkor services on Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Pesah, and
Shavuot.

The Board of Directors and Congregation offer
their deepest condolences to the following families:

To Rabbi Steven & Bettina Schwarzman on
the loss of Rabbi Schwarzman’s mother,
Bette Schwarzman

To Mark & Michelle Huberman on the loss of
Mark’s father, Leon Huberman.
To Kyle Huberman & Jessica Hogan on the loss
of Kyle’s grandfather, Leon Huberman.

To the Sorokin family on the loss of their
brother & uncle, Marvin Mitchell.

To the family & friends of Risa Margolus
on the loss of Risa.

May the memory of the Righteous
remain for a blessing.

It is appropriate to perform an act of tzedaka in memory of
your loved one at the time of a yahrzeit. Please consider a
contribution to the following funds in memory of loved
ones:
Memorial Plaque in the sanctuary
Chumash
Siddur
Building Fund (multiples of)
Chai Fund (multiples of)
Torah Restoration Fund (multiples of)
Moshe Yedlin Library Fund (multiplies of)
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

$540
$125
$54
$50
$18
$18
$18
$18 and up

Mourner’s Kaddish is recited by the immediate relatives at all services on the yahrzeit.
If one is unable to recite Kaddish on the day of the yahrzeit, it is acceptable to do so at the Shabbat
services proximate to that date. As is traditional at Beth Shalom, your loved one’s name will be read
from the bima at the service on Shabbat morning, prior to the day of the yahrzeit...
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Happy Birthday!
Aaron Bercovich
Esther Karrel
Debbie Sonego
Doug Haines
Mark Huberman
Nava Shafir
Sharon Marcus
Zoya Kingston
Elizabeth Chung
Adam Zepp

Jonah Zwaigenbaum
Donna Freedman
Courtney Gleiberman
Ruth-Ellen Shafir
Ruth Swerling
Debby Karasick
Benaron Gleiberman
Mila Kaganovsky
Elly Pearson
Howard Davidow

Josh Miller
Boris Belkin
David Chung
Mindelle Jacobs
Lisa Miller
Sam Oshry
Earl Bubis
Aniko Salmela
Emily Levine
Joshua Levine

Happy Anniversary!
Michael & Denise Webster
Boris & Mila Plots

*denotes milestone Birthdays or Anniversaries

Shul Menschenings: If you have a special occasion or accomplishment to share with the congregation
please call the office at 780-488-6333 ext. 301 or write to info@e–bethshalom.org.
To Lawrence & Nora Lyman on the Wedding of their daughter, Danielle & Kent Hector!
To Ken & Annella Wasserman on the engagement of their daughter, Amy & Aaron Popowsky!

Hosting Kiddush Lunch
The costs for our weekly Kiddush
lunches are covered by the generosity of members who either sponsor
the entire Kiddush lunch or by
donations from members. It is
customary to help sponsor our
Shabbat Kiddush Lunch to honour
the memory of loved ones at the
time of their Yahrzeit or in honour
of a special occasion.
Donations to the Kiddush Lunch
can be made online on our website
or by contacting the office at
780.488.6333 ext. 301.
Tax receipts are provided.

January 4th – Special thank you for the donation to the Kiddush Fund
by Paula Snyder in memory of her parents, Sigmund Alexander & Bella
Weiss, husband, Ed Snyder, parents-in-law, Louis Jack & Sylvia Snyder;
sister-in-law, Barbara Tucker, aunt, Dr, Cecile Wechsler, & cousin Betty
Fox.
January 11th– Special thank you for the donation to the Kiddush Fund
by Gary Levine & Rosalie Shaw in honour of Gary’s Birthday; by Anna
& Eugene Linetsky in memory of Anna’s grandmother, Sura Akselrod;
by Carol & Ron Ritch in memory of Carol’s mother, Dora Kettner; by
Susan & Murray Lieberman in memory of Susan’s father, Sid Grosweiner; by Judy & George Goldsand in memory of George’s mother,
Rose Goldsand; & by Barbara & Reinhardt Kroller in memory of
Barbara’ mother, Ingebord Schulman
January 18th – Bar Mitzvah Kiddush Lunch is sponsored by Gershon &
Tzlila Barzel & Ron & Naomi Wolch in honour of their grandson, Liad
Wolch’s Bar Mitzvah. Special thank you for the donation to the
Kiddush Fund by Shelley Weinstein & Bruce Bradley in memory of
Shelley’s grandmother, Malka Weinstein; & by Ken & Annella
Wasserman in memory of Ken’s brother, Jeff Wasserman.
January 25th– Kiddush Lunch is sponsored by Victor & Lena Linetsky
in memory of Victor’s grandfather, Sholom Linetsky; by Marvin &
Brigitte Katz in memory of Marvin’s parents, Ralph & Trudy Katz; &
by Janina Griffin.
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Condolences

TRIBUTE FUNDS

To Rabbi Steven & Bettina

(Charitable tax receipts are sent out every year in February).

Schwarzman & family
On the loss of Rabbi
Schwarzman’s mother,
Bette Schwarzman

Todah Rabah, Mazal Tov, Get Well, Condolences

$18.00

Yedlin Library

$18.00 & up

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

$18.00 & up

Chai Fund

$18.00 & up

From: Shelley Weinstein &
Bruce Bradley
Toni & Phillip Gold
Tony & Alison Russell
Paul Polushin
Beverly & Stephen Shafran
Steven Katz & Roni Kraut
Mila & Boris Plots
Rhoda Friedman & family
Carol & Ron Ritch
Anna & Eugene Linetsky
Ann Davis
Mel Wyne & Phyllis Nurgitz
Hershel & Lois Sorokin
Trevor & Taryn Horwitz
Susan & Murray Lieberman
Cantor David Mannes & Sandra
Ghitter-Mannes
Karen Oshry & Ellery Lew
Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir
Phil & Penny Hardin
Bogumila Szopik, Vera Tkachuk,
& Anna Betlej
Percy & Penny Lerner
Marvin Weisler

Book of Remembrance

$175.00

Tree of Life

$250.00

B’Kol Echad Song Book

$18.00

Sim Shalom Siddur Machzor/Lev Shalem Machzor

$54.00

Etz Hayim Chumash

$62.50

To Jay & Dia Silver & family
On the loss of Dia’s father,
Joseph Macbeth
From: Dianne Marcovitch
To the family of Risa Margolus
On the loss of their mother,
grandmother, sister & aunt, Risa
From: Susan Aaron
Paul Polushin
Phil & Penny Hardin

1/2 share

Etz Hayim Chumash

$125.00

Building Improvement Fund

$50.00 & multiples

Torah Restoration Fund
To Linda Goody
On the loss of her friend, Risa
Margolus
From: Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir
Allan & Dyanne Lyons
To Mark & Michelle Huberman
On the loss of Mark’s father, Leon
Huberman
From: Cantor David Mannes &
Sandra Ghitter-Mannes
To Rabbi Jennifer Gorman & Rabbi
Sean Gorman & family
On the loss of Jennifer’s mother,
Rosalie Elkin
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
To Lois & Hershel Sorokin
On the loss of Lois’ brother,
Marvin Mitchell
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
To Ron Sorokin & Lisa Redmond
On the loss of Ron’s uncle, Marvin
Mitchell
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman

$18.00 per letter/ $36.00 per word
To Jerry Sorokin & Claire Chapnik
On the loss of Jerry’s uncle, Marvin
Mitchell
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
To the Sorokin family
On the loss of their brother &
uncle, Marvin Mitchell
From: Marvin Weisler
Jean & Aaron Oshry
Florie & David Axler
Paul Polushin
Phil & Penny Hardin
To Gayle Tallman
On the loss of her father, Allan
Tallman
From: Aaron & Jean Oshry
Chai Fund
Condolences to the Sorokin
family
On the loss of their brother & uncle,
Marvin Mitchell
From: Geoff & Lauren Sky & family
continued on page #15
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continued from page #14
Prayerbook Fund
A Chumash has been dedicated
In memory of Ruth-Ellen’s parents,
Norman & Suni Silverman
From: Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir, &
Steven, Talya, Nava & Lexi Shafir
Condolences to Rabbi Steven &
Bettina Schwarzman & family
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
dedicated in memory of Rabbi
Schwarzman’s mother, Bette
Schwarzman
From: Howie & Debbie Sniderman
Lana Black & George Abrams
Condolences to the Jampolsky
family
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
dedicated in memory of your
husband, father & grandfather,
Noel Jampolsky
From: Ed & Linda Rabinovitch

To Boris Plots
In honout of his special Birthday
From: Beverly & Stephen Shafran
Kiddush Fund:

A word in the Torah has been
inscribed in honour of Herbert &
Moira Sacks on their work on behalf
of “Disabled Veterans of Israel”
organization
From: Henk Deinum

Condolences to Rabbi Steven &
Bettina Schwarzman & family
A word has been inscribed
On the loss of Rabbi
In memory of Ruth-Ellen’s grandSchwarzman’s mother, Bette
parents, Chaim & Fruma Dozar
Schwarzman
From: Ed & Linda Rabinovitch
Torah Restoration Fund
Condolences to Rabbi Steven &
Bettina Schwarzman & family
A word has been inscribed in
memory of Rabbi Schwarzman’s
mother, Bette Schwarzman
From: Aaron & Jean Oshry
Michael & Sylvia Alpern
the Anson family
Condolences to Rabbi Steven &
Bettina Schwarzman & family
A letter has been inscribed in
memory of Rabbi Schwarzman’s
mother, Bette Schwarzman
From: Susan Baram

Condolences to Mark & Michelle
Huberman & family
A Sim Shalom Siddur has been
dedicated in memory Mark’s father,
Leon Huberman
Mazal Tov to Tzlila & Gershon
From: Ed & Linda Rabinovitch
Barzel
A word has been dedicated in
honour of their grandson,
Mazal Tov
Liad Wolch’s Bar Mitzvah
To Lawrence & Nora Lyman
From: Reeva Parker
On the Wedding of their daughter,
Danielle & Ken Hector
From: Richard & Rhonda Winston
Mazal Tov to Ken & Annella
Howie & Debbie Sniderman
Wasserman
A word has been inscribed in
honour of the engagement of their
To Amy Wasserman & Aaron
daughter, Amy & Aaron
Popowsky
Popowsky
On their engagement
From: Melt & Maxine Fischbein

From: Ruth-Ellen & Joe Shafir

Building Improvement Fund
Mazal Tov to Boris Plots
In honour of his special Birthday
From: Ollie Kingston, Art, Zoya,
Eric & Lauren Kingston
Library Fund:
Mazal Tov to Brandy Graesser
On becoming a Legend of
Alberta Music
From: Frank & Netta Phillet
Mazal Tov to David Mannes &
Sandra Ghitter Mannes on the birth
of their granddaughter, Anna
From: Frank & Netta Phillet
Condolences to Lois & Hershel
Sorokin & family
On the loss of their brother & uncle,
Marvin Mitchell
From: Frank & Netta Phillet
Condolences to Mark & Michelle
Huberman
On the loss of Mark’s father, Leon
Huberman
From: Frank & Netta Phillet
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Dear Friends,

We write to you today to encourage you to join Mercaz Canada,
Through Mercaz Canada, our Conservative/Masorti Movement has a voice in the national institutions of the
Jewish People: the World Zionist Organization, the Jewish Agency for Israel and JNF.
Those organizations allocate funds that are used to strengthen and support our movement around the world.
Here at Beth Shalom, that impact hits home in a number of ways, not least of which being through our relationship with Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot (KYR), our sister synagogue in Jerusalem.
Many of our members have had the opportunity to experience true Israeli home hospitality over the years
when visiting KYR, as well as the chance to enjoy the serenity of services there while gazing at the hills of Jerusalem through the picture windows that surround the Ark in their sanctuary.
Rabbi Arnie Ben Dor at KYR has assisted with and officiated at Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremonies in Israel for a
number of our Beth Shalom families and we very much look forward to seeing our friends from KYR during
our Beth Shalom Mission to Israel next winter.
The funds allocated to our movement are used to support KYR and rabbis working in more than 80 other
Masorti communities & synagogues in Israel as well as the Tali school system set up by our movement
attended by over 50,000 students in 325 schools, our Israeli youth movement (NOAM), young adult engagement organization (MAROM), the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem, and more.
Through Mercaz Canada, we also advocate for religious Jewish pluralism in Israel with regard to marriage,
conversion, the Kotel Agreement and public funding of communal institutions and rabbis.
Mercaz Canada supports programs and initiatives to build bridges between the Diaspora and Israel while
maintaining our value of k’lal Yisrael — the unity of the Jewish People.
That’s why Mercaz Canada is so important. Adult membership is only $18 ($9 if you are 18-25 yrs. old). It
takes less than five minutes to join and can be done easily at www.mercaz.ca .
Please join Mercaz Canada by February 27th so that you will be able to vote to appoint Mercaz Canada
delegates to the upcoming World Zionist Congress this October.
Your membership and vote will help increase our voice, our representation and our impact on the global
conversations of the Jewish People.

L’shalom,
Rabbi Steven Schwarzman
Lana Black – President, Beth Shalom Congregation
Howie Sniderman – National Board Member, Mercaz Canada
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Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot
1 December 2019, 3 Kislev 5780
Jerusalem

Lana Black, President and the Board of Directors
of Edmonton Beth Shalom Congregation

Dear Friends,

Sincere Thanks to our Overseas Supporters

Thank you for you generous annual gift from Beth Shalom

Congregation Beth Shalom

to Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot, via the Masorti Foundation. We

Sharon Abbott

khow that the gift includes contributions from individual

Michael, Bonnie & Daniel Chetner

members of your congregation rounded up to a larger sum

Keith Dannaker & Shulamit Gil

approved by the Board. So we are writing to thank you

George & Judith Goldsand

and will also to each of the contributing members.

Trevor & Taryn Horwitz

We are always pleased to welcome members to Beth Sha-

Bert Malo

lom to services at Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot, whether the visit is

Ruth Nolan

expected or not. When Beth Shalom member Jack Chetner

Frank & Netta Phillet

joined us on Shabbat a few weeks ago it was the result of a

Miriam Sheckter
Howie & Debbie Sniderman

happy coincidence. Jack was participating in a Canadian
Friends of Hebrew University trip to Spain and Israel.

Irving Yaverbaum & Debby Remis

Kehillat Ya’ar Ramot member, Professor Shalom Sabar,
was the scholar in residence for the Spain Jewish Heritage part of the trip. He and Jack made the connection
and realized that Jack had been at Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot 11 years ago for his grandson Daniel’s , son of Michael
& Bonnie Chetner, Bar Mitzvah. So Jack decided to split from the CFHU group, who were to Shabbat services
in town, and come to Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot instead.
Many thanks again for your continued support and commitment to the bilateral relationship between Beth
Shalom and Kehilat Ya’ar Ramot. We hope that you enjoy reading the enclosed newsletter.

Best Wishes,
Helen Linden
Overseas Membership Chair
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Bissel Centre Lunch
The Inner City Pastoral Ministry (ICPM) is an ecumenical
Christian organization serving the people of Edmonton’s
inner city. It began in 1978 and is now jointly sponsored by
four denominations: United, Roman Catholic, Anglican
and Lutheran. A Sunday morning worship service is held
in the Bissell West building, followed by lunch served to
anyone who wishes to come in for a meal, they do not
have to attend the service. We refer to it as the Bissell lunch
for simplicity. Different churches take turns through the
year, supplying the food and servers.
In the mid 1990’s we found out that the Sunday before
Christmas was the most difficult to find a church to volunteer, and the Jewish community stepped up. Barbara Bushewsky was the initiator as I recall. For the first few years we made the sandwiches at Beth Shalom, 300
each of meat, egg and tuna, plus baking, desserts, cutting up fruit and vegetables, and more. It was a huge
effort to organize, necessitating a large number of volunteers on Saturday night and/or Sunday morning. We
needed someone who knew quantities, Josie Peters and Dasha Goody (z’l) both helped with this. And being
in the shul of course all ingredients had to be kosher, increasing the amount of money that had to be raised.
We couldn’t even save time by bringing in eggs hard-boiled at home. It was wasteful to spend hundreds of
dollars more to serve kosher food to non-Jews.
After a few years we developed the model still in use: up to 45 people make 2 (or often more) loaves of
sandwiches at home and deliver to one of two drop off points, and baking as well. Ready to serve fruit and
vegetables are bought. Eighteen people arrive at 9 a.m. at Bissell West to prepare and serve. The picture
shows our wonderful volunteers, with Anglican Pastor Rick Chapman in the front row, second from the right.
ICPM is his full time ministry.
Everyone who takes part in this mitzvah finds it very meaningful, it is a hands-on, face-to-face experience, a rare opportunity to meet some of our less fortunate neighbours. Teens in particular find it eye opening. Participants often asked, “Can’t we do this more than once a year?” and were told to go ahead. Nikki
Hayden and her kids helped many times, and about 8 years ago she began the Thanksgiving Sunday Bissell
lunch, with mostly Beth Israel participants, but for both lunches there have always been volunteers from the
entire Jewish community. Please watch for the notices next year if you would like to be involved.

Netta Phillet
Beth Shalom welcomes advertising from members of our congregation and the community. Only business card size ads are accepted.
The cost is $25.00 per issue or $250.00 for a full year when paid for
in advance. To arrange for an ad in the next Bulletin, please call
the office at 780-488-6333, ext. 301.
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Gifts to RELLish

Women’s League News
Women’s League Book Club is gathering at Alison Russell’s
home on Tuesday, January 28 to discuss the book “Button Man”
by Andrew Gross. Thanks to Alison for hosting this meeting.

Judaica Shop
Judaica Shop Open: Monday-Thursday
between 9:30am & 4:00pm;
Friday between 9:30am & 2:30pm

We are starting to plan our Women’s League Shabbat for Saturday, April 18th. If you are interested in participating, please let
me know.
2020 Convention is Sunday, July 12 – Wednesday, July 15, 2020
in suburban Chicago at the Hyatt Regency in Schaumburg, IL,
USA. There will be scholarships offered to supplement your
expenses. Please let me know if you are interested in joining me
at Convention.
Women’s League joined the community in supporting Rabbi
and Bettina Schwarzman while they sat shiva for his Mother last
month. Thank you to all the members who attended morning
or evening minyans and Women’s League provided dinner one
evening. Again, our condolences on the loss of your family’s
Mother, Grandmother and Great Grandmother.

Beth Shalom’s Judaica Shop is your first
stop for all your gift or holiday needs.
A wide variety of items are available;
books, Shabbat candlestick holders,
challah covers, chanukiot, dreidles,

Colleen Paull, Women’s League President

matzah covers, pesach plates, kippot,
mezuzot, yad hatorot and talitot.

Women’s League Shabbat
will be held on

Saturday, April 18th.
If you are interested in participating, please contact Colleen Paull

Gift Registry also available for
Weddings & Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.

New In Shop: NEW SHIPMENT
OF KIPPOT FROM ISRAEL!

All Cook Books are 20% off

Canterbury Court/Shabbat Services:
A family friendly Friday Kabbalat Shabbat
Service at Canterbury Court. Services are led
by Cantor David Mannes. Refreshments for
the Oneg Shabbat are provided by members
of Na’amat and Beth Shalom Women’s
League. Friday, February 7th & 21st
at 6:30pm at Canterbury Court, 8403 142 St.
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