
Welcome Cantor Lisa Levine!
Dear Friends,

I am so very honored and excited to be joining the TBI community and already
feel very welcomed to this warm and vibrant congregation. These High Holy
Days will mark my 37th Season working as a Cantor and as you can imagine,
that has included many different styles and traditions along the way. I am so
delighted to join with Rabbi Marshal Klaven to create a meaningful and spiritual
High Holy day worship experience that will capture the history of TBI while
bringing to life the richness of our tradition. I feel truly blessed to join together in
song and prayer as we create community and draw closer to one another in the
beautiful sanctuary of Temple Beth Israel.

I started my formal career when I was 25 years of age as a student, having just
moved to New York City to attend Hebrew Union College, from my home state
of California. I grew up in Bakersfield, CA and attended University of California,
Irvine on a vocal scholarship. When I was young, my parents sent me to a
UAHC Camp Swig, where I met the young Debbie Friedman and that launched
my love for Jewish music and my journey toward serving the Jewish people.
From that point on I was deeply connected to my home synagogue, Temple
Beth El, singing in the adult choir, serving as youth group president and going to
camp. Later on, I spent a few summers in Israel, became a UAHC Song leader
and lived again in Israel for my junior year in college as part of the Education
Abroad Program. That is where my love for the land of Israel was deeply rooted
and continues to this day. After HUC my first pulpit was in Dallas, TX where I
met my husband Andy and we had our children Emily and Louis. From there I
served a number of wonderful congregations in Des Moines, Kansas City and
Washington D.C. before obtaining my second Ordination as a Rabbinic Pastor
from Aleph Alliance for Jewish Renewal in 2018. Since my semi-retirement in
2018, I have freelanced as a Cantor, Spiritual Leader and Chaplain, leading
worship, life cycle events and conducting synagogue bands and choirs for
uplifting Shabbat celebrations. I also serve as chaplain of Arbor Ridge in
Riderwood as well as JSSA Chaplain in Montgomery County, Maryland. I am a
500-hour certified yoga teacher and share my Yoga Shalom Jewish yoga
embodiment practices weekly through zoom.



My husband and I live in Brookeville, MD and enjoy gardening, cooking, tennis
and looking after our dog Frankie and cat Gizmo. Our daughter Emily lives in
Boston and is a librarian and our son Louis lives in Reston, VA and is a materials
engineer. We are thrilled to be joining the TBI Family and look forward to
meeting you all!


