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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

Every rabbi has, at least once given a sermon on the word, “Ayekah.” It is the word God 
speak in the early chapters of Genesis while searching for Adam and Eve. Literally, it 
means “Where are you?” Usually, these sermons gravitate toward the spiritual question of, 
“Ayekah.” Where you in your spiritual lives, your emotions, your moral development? This 
article is not that sermon. I am literally asking, “Ayekah?” Where are you? While I am never 
the one to employ guilt over low attendance at Temple, I cannot help but notice noticeable 
absences. After two years of being online, we opened our doors again and experienced a 
brief spike, and then we dipped again. I have said to more than one person, “The novelty of 
being together has worn off.” There is a reason God says, also in Genesis, “It is not good 
for a person to be alone.” That is why Judaism, from our origins in Temple sacrifice to our 
innovations in musical worship, has created opportunities for connection. It can be as fundamental as 
demanding that no one recite the Kaddish alone. It can also be as pragmatic that it takes at least three people 
to read the Torah, one to read, one to check the reading, and another to assist with lifting and dressing. 
Togetherness is baked into Judaism. Togetherness helps make Judaism not only to feel right, but also feel 
good. 

Now, I want to be clear, I recognize there are many who still feel unsafe entering into public spaces and choose 
to engage online. I support that 100%. Just the same, those numbers are declining also. Even after the return of 
First Friday dinners, the pre-pandemic shining star of our Shabbat programming, we have seen low response to 
those well-thought out, beautifully executed events. And for those who have yet to experience the First Friday 
Family service led by Susan Caminez, you really are missing out. These services and her story telling are 
exciting and fun worship experiences which could only be made better by the ruach of a filled sanctuary. And 
this is an appeal to families with kids. These services are designed to appeal to children, of all ages, but 
specifically to draw in and include our youngest Mizpah members. We want them to learn what it means to be 
part of a synagogue community, to pray alongside their families, and to interact with their friends as part of the 
Shabbat celebration, and most importantly, the celebration of Jewish life. As Jews, we believe in the importance 
of L’dor v’dor, from generation to generation we pass along the joys and richness of Jewish life. To achieve this, 
it takes all of us, our commitment to sustaining the Temple as an institution, and it also takes our presence. The 
children learn by watching, and they need role models to watch. They look to their parents. They look to the 
older children who have learned the balance between joyful song and dance and prayer. They look to the grown 
ups, in every stage of their life, who model the reverence and the genuine care for Mizpah legacy which has 
sustained Jewish life in Chattanooga for nearly 160 years. It takes all of us, every age, to teach each other. 
Teens, college students, young working adults, pre-family couples, empty-nesters, and every stage of life I 
might not have named. It is about the kdis, but it is not just about the kids, for every one of us is like a child 
learning as we progress through each stage of life. We are there for each other. Take it from me, or take it from 
Pirke Avot (5:21) that teaches at ages 5, 10, 18, 30, 40, 50 60, 70, 80, 90, 100, there is always a next level to 
achieve. And who better to learn it from than each other? 

I promise, the more people who fill our sanctuary, including those who join us with a visible online presence on 
Zoom, the more we will feel this connection to each other and ultimately to our Jewish heritage. So I am asking, 
not for me, but all of us, “Ayekah?” 

And for what it’s worth, I get it. It’s summertime. School’s out. People are on vacation. It’s hot. But the truth is, I 
miss seeing you, and services and other holiday programs are the best times for the rabbi to catch up with the 
congregation. So, I want to also ask, “Ayekah?” Where are you this summer? Drop me a line. Call to say hello. 
Drop in to the office. Let me know how things are going in your life. If not in Mizpah, we can still share the 
familial connection of community that Mizpah offers all of us.  

Shalom, 

Rabbi Lewis 

    Rabbi Craig Lewis 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

          Frank Miller 

This is the last President’s Message that I will submit.  Mizpah is fortunate to be led for  
the next two years by our next President, Vicki Lewis.  Vicki will be an outstanding leader for the 
Congregation. She is our Vice President of Administration, well acquainted with the workings of 
Mizpah. 
 
As I reflect on the past two years as Mizpah President, I am happy to report that our organization 
is doing well.  Our Board, Officers, Committee Chairs, Rabbi and Educators have been very  
effective in providing the programs in which members wish to participate.  In addition, many 
members of the Congregation contribute to our communal life without the recognition they truly  
deserve. These are our unsung heroes and there are many of them. We have a dedicated staff who work hard to 
make things happen smoothly.  I have been blessed to have worked with so many wonderful people. 
 
Despite being the “Covid Presidency”, we have accomplished much during the past two years. We established new 
Bylaws and created a new Board organization. We adjusted to virtual services and virtual meetings. We continued to 
have Bar and Bat Mitzvahs. We celebrated all of our holidays and maintained our Reform Jewish life. We have 
welcomed B’nai Zion into our building when their building was unsafe to occupy. We had a number of joint activities 
that bring our congregations closer to knowing one another.  We continue to upgrade our building security and now 
have security officers present at all services and large events. We closely monitored the Covid situation, creating 
regulations to make all activities as safe as possible. Unfortunately, monitoring will need to continue.  Covid has 
made me appreciate even more our Garden of Life space. We utilized that space frequently over the past two years.  
We were fortunate that prior congregants recognized the importance of our Garden of Life. Despite Covid, our 
Sunday joint religious school, Machanooga, has thrived and expanded.  I appreciate all who have worked so hard to 
bring our Jewish values and heritage to our children. 
 
What do I see as the important issues for the future? 
 
1. We must be sure that Mizpah is supporting our community and nurturing Jewish life.  We all thrive when members 

want to participate.  
2. We must continue to support Machanooga, as our children are our future. 
3. We need to upgrade our security by frequently re-evaluating our alarm systems, doors, windows, lighting and 
camera systems. These upgrades are expensive but necessary. We will need more security drills and practices 
sessions for the entire Congregation. 
4. We need to consider what a long term relationship with B’nai Zion looks like.  Our congregations are renewing for 
another year our agreement to share our building. What could come after that?  It could be beneficial for both 
congregations to share long term the Mizpah facility. We need to contemplate this possibility and how it can be done 
equitably. No one is considering a merging of the congregations. 
5. We need to maintain long term financial solvency. Our current income does not cover our expenses without the 
additional infusion from our Endowment. It  would be best to raise enough funds to cover our expenses to allow the 
endowment to grow. 
6. We need to grow and nurture future Congregational  leaders. This is a very important task.  Without those willing to 
stand up and say “Hineyni”, “I am here”, we will not be able to move forward. I hope you all will strongly consider how 
to contribute to making Mizpah a stronger and better community. 
 
There are many other important issues and I have written of only a few that seemed important at this time. I wish to 
end by thanking a few of those who have given me support for the past two years:  
 
Rabbi Lewis - for your encouragement, guidance and friendship 
Alan Richelson - for setting the example of how a president operates and for  
                           continuing to do so many hard jobs after completion of his term 
Vicki Lewis - for saying “Hineyni” and agreeing to be the next president - I will be here for you 
Angela Rickert - for keeping the operations going while being interrupted  
                           constantly 
Scott Israel - for being a great partner in meshing Mizpah and B’nai Zion operations of the  
building.  You are a real “mensch” 
My wife Pam - for putting up with all of my meetings and phone calls. Love you… 
 
Am Yisrael Chai—the People Israel Lives    
Dr.  Frank Miller, President 2020-2022 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR EDUCATION COORDINATOR...  
 
   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Susan Caminez 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS—May 29--July 7 

May 29—June 4 

David Brodsky 

Mitchel Bush 

Milton Dropkin 

Robert Hudes 

Marshal Shenkan 

Harry Flagg 

Dana Baxter  

   Leventhal 

Kathryn Joyce  

   Temple 

Samuel Hershey 

Irwin Perlman 

Shye Rubenstein 

Donald M. Stein 

Jeanne Tabakin 

Anna A. Tepper 

Norman Sam Abrams 

Helen Nahari 

Barry Max Schulman 

Mark Spector  

Betty Young 

Jeff Breazeale 

Ray S. Hasden 

Wolfe K. Lefkoff 

Lena Wassman 

Eugene R. Dropkin 

Sasha Harriman 

Ted Kopkin 

Syble Mae Ruppe 

 

 

June 5—June 11 

Samuel George  

   Gabriel 

Florence Isaacs 

Goldie Isaacson 

Walter Adams 

Renie Rutchick 

Ben Susman 

Morris Wolff 

Harry Brandt 

Louis Levine 

Morris Fagenbaum 

Minnie Roth 

Suzanne Cohn 

Allen Katzman 

Ivey Katzman 

Myron Kushner 

Aaron Levine 

Jay Sadow 

Harry Wise, Jr.. 

Abe H. Borisky 

Raymond Effron 

Helen Landau 

Sandra Lennard 

Sidney Marks 

Phyllis Lee Kirk 

Rae Rawson Levin 

 

 

 

 

 

June 12– June 18 

Isadore Richelson 

Ann Poss 

Linda Ronan 

Robert Brener 

Louis Fagenbaum 

Rollea Follick 

Edgar Sachsman 

Marilyn Lips  

   Zukerman 

Bernard Herstik 

Sara Roth Gordon 

Marjorie F. Cohn 

Norman Etheridge 

Nathan Herzfeld 

Etta F. Prendergast 

Sally Hershey 

Sylvia Lorraine  

   Cohen 

Harry Rawson 

Henry Steiner 

Joe Prebul 

Annetta Hatcher 

   White 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 19—June 25 

Philip Isaacson 

Joel Goler 

Jay Lewis Levine 

Morris Greenblum 

Lawrence Rubenstein 

Harry Weill 

Wendy Koplow  

   Kanter 

Abe Levine 

Flora Weber 

Judy Snyder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 26—July 2 

Florence M. Barack 

Rebecca Greenblum 

Rita Soroko 

Marcelle Weill 

Anna Kopetouske 

Mose Lebovitz 

Esther Mollie Marder 

Edward Berger 

Daniel Coleman   

   Weintraub 

Marilyn Schulman     

   Rafal 

Harry Monen 

Victoria Brodsky 

K.H. (Henry)    

   Haesloop 

Beverly Shuckman 

 

MAZAL TOV TO… 

...Angela (and Karl) Rickert, who’s daughter Niki and her husband Nathan adopted 

into their loving family son Zaddik Isaiah, born May 12, 2022. For those who know 

Angela, this journey has been one of joy, excitement, disappointment and ultimately 

back again to joy.  

 

 

 

 

…Sandy Carter, former weekend Temple Lead Hospitality/Custodial, proud 

grandma to twins Aiden and Leland Thompson, born May 9, 2022.   
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MIZPAH BOOK CLUB 

The Mizpah Book Club will next meet on Sunday morning, July 10 at 10:30 for potluck brunch 
around the pool at the home of Richard Zachary and Ruth Longway.  We are reading Memento 
Park by Mark Sarvas. This should prove to be an interesting pairing with our last novel set in 
Budapest!  Please email Amy at amyjcohen@gmail.com to join our group.                                          
 For directions, call Richard at 423 / 322-3332. Address: 3421 Audubon Drive (Brainerd) 

MIZPAH NEEDS VOLUNTEERS FOR AUDIO VISUAL   
 
Mizpah needs your help.  
 
We need one (1) person per service to attend each of 
our two weekend worship services to manage our A/V: 
Fridays from 5:45 til 7 pm and Saturdays from 10:45 am 
til 12 noon. With this additional help, Rabbi Lewis can 
focus on his rabbinic duties. When Rabbi Lewis is not 
available, our lay leaders will have the A/V issues 
attended to. Many of our members and guests depend 
on either Live Stream or Zoom. This is our new reality. 
This is no longer a luxury. 
 
If you or someone you know is interested, please contact our Temple Administrator, Angela, for more info. Rabbi 
Lewis, Mizpah member Tom Bledsoe or Temple volunteer Joe Bray will teach all there is to know. We need onsite 
help! If the volunteer is under the age of (18), we may be able to pay a stipend similar to our Machanooga madrichim. 
We plan to build a team, so each volunteer covers a limited number of services. Additionally, each volunteer gets the 
benefit of enjoying and participating in our worship services amid their own Mizpah family. Recent ShulCloud data 
shows we have 369 Mizpah members, adult and child. If (20) folks signed up, each would cover about 5 services per 
year! If (10) sign up, you would cover (10)  services per year. It will be up to the individual to decide.  
 
PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE.  
 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Frank Miller, President 
Richard Zachary, Religious Activities 

 
MIZPAH FUNDRAISING ANNUAL REPORT 

 
After several Covid delays, the  Music At Mizpah Concert  will occur November 13, Sunday 3:00 
pm. The Emily Nelson Rodgers Quartet will be our first Mizpah fundraising event since January 
2019. We will feature returning musicians cellist Emily Nelson Rodgers, violinist Esther Sanders, 
pianist David Rodgers plus a new addition award winning violist Dr. Chris Lowry. The music 
program has been enthusiastically endorsed by Maestro Bob Bernhardt and will be a combination 
of classical, semi-classical & popular...something for everyone. Once again there are three levels for 
Patrons...$1000, $500 to $999, $150-499. This final category makes it affordable for most of our 
congregants. Of course, being a Patron will entitle you to various numbers of admissions, as well as a very special 
post-concert reception to meet & greet our musicians. Ruth Longway & her dedicated volunteers will make this 
reception a special event. Of course there will be general admission tickets on sale at a later date. Each congregant 
will receive a letter from concert Co-Chair Marilyn Goler with complete information. In addition, there will be publicity 
through our Mizpah Newsletter & weekly emails. If you have any questions contact me at 423/877-3813 or 
hcohn31@gmail.com. Many thanks to the congregants who responded promptly to our earlier request. To be 
successful we need the support of past & present Board Members as well as all congregants! I promise you a 
wonderful afternoon: outstanding concert, visit with friends & a most enjoyable reception.  
 
Though not fundraiser, the Rebecca Anderson-Mika Sasaki Concert/Recital was a big success. There were over 
100 in attendance plus a number of Congregants who attended via zoom. With  very generous support from a 
number of congregants. our receipts exceeded our expenditures. This amount has been added to our November 
13th Fundraiser. I want to thank my Board Member Liaison Mike Birghenthal for his encouragement & generous 
support.    Herb Cohn, Chair 

mailto:amyjcohen@gmail.com
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

Operating 

General Donation 

Dorothy Stock 

In Honor of Jack Landau 

David Fishman and Zuki Landau 

In Memory of Rabbi Lloyd Goldman 

Florence Abelson 

In Memory of J. Spector 

In Memory of Gussie Heymann 

Louise Spector 

 

 

 

Music 

In Memory of Rabbi Lloyd Goldman 

The Center Families 

 

                                        IN MEMORY OF RABBI LLOYD GOLDMAN 

 

I was saddened to learn of the May 12, 2022 passing of Rabbi Lloyd R. Goldman at the 

age of 90, in his native Cleveland, Ohio, area. Historically, he was Mizpah’s second 

longest serving rabbi – 17 years; 1966 to 1983; second only to Rabbi Abraham 

Feinstein. He served at Mizpah longer than any other congregation in his rabbinical 

career. I served as President of Mizpah during his last two years here. 

 

He was a kind, honorable, sincere, knowledgeable, and thoughtful gentleman who served 

our congregation well. While here, tragically in 1971, his wife Susan died of cancer, 

leaving him with two young sons, Roger and Joel, ages 5 and 8 respectively, at the time 

of her death. She was a very dynamic and personable lady that worked as a registered nurse in the ICU at Erlanger 

Hospital. Her memory has been honored by the establishment of the Susan Goldman Memorial Lecture Series (since 

combined into the Goldman – Moses Series), which has brought many distinguished speakers to Mizpah. He later 

married Bernice, a very nice lady from Dalton, GA. 

 

Rabbi Goldman officiated at and participated in many of our family’s life cycle events. My wife Susan and I 

considered him a good friend and last saw him at our daughter’s wedding in Chattanooga in 2002. He will be missed 

by the many of us that knew and appreciated him. Our condolences go to his family. 

 

Max D. Brener, D.D.S. 

Mizpah Archives 

Past President 
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FROM YOUR TEMPLE ADMINISTRATOR… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another busy month at Mizpah. Contractors coming and going. The work in the Sanctuary is 
supposed to begin June 20th. We have been told it will take 2 weeks. There will be one section of the Sanctuary 
blocked off. Be prepared for the work and the distraction. The security doors behind the bimah are still on order. We 
are getting bids to replace the bleachers in the Garden of Life, terribly weather worn. The trash dumpster truck made 
a huge hole in the asphalt, and Steve got that repaired. Frank (as suggested by Michael Dzik) wanted the curbs 
painted yellow where they would be more visible at night. Steve got that completed; be sure and notice when you 
come by.  
 
I want to give a huge thank you to all the volunteers who have helped with the regular worship service Kiddish, 
Hamotzi and Oneg. Both Congregations have been super, as have Rabbis Lewis and Rotenberg. Steve and I really 
appreciated it. We hope to have Edward (Granddaddy) back soon.  
 
So, to the personal stuff which I know you all like. No racing, no motor home trips and no motorcycle rides. Seems 
boring. I could say not a lot of fun things have happened, but that would not be the case. Sometimes we create our 
fun things, or we just acknowledge them.  We are given a choice every day when we wake up, to be happy or sad. I 
have had so many blessings I can’t even tell them all. I’ve also had very hard days this past month. I have woken up 
sad, mad, happy, or even confused. I believe that we are given a chance every day when our feet hit the floor, or 
better yet, when we open our eyes, to choose. Sometimes it’s not the easiest thing to choose happy or a good day, 
but we can make that choice. We may not always feel it, but we can choose it. Feelings can sometimes be deceiving, 
good ones and bad ones. I believe for all who are reading this, can say  we woke up today -  and every day -  to a 
floor to step on, which was probably heated or cooled, soft or slick; a comfortable or not so comfortable bed but yet a 
bed. Running water, hot coffee, or cold coffee. And for 99% of us, a car that gets us from one place or another. Even 
if we had to ride a bus, we at least had that form of transportation. If you are going through a thing, or several things, 
please allow me to find the positive. I must look also for the positive. We do not always understand the greater plan, 
but we must find the faith that there is. Whatever your belief, there is a master plan. We may not always see it, 
understand it but it’s there.  
 
I have to put this in here, I find it very comical. I remember when I was raising my children that the clothes I wore 
were very different than what they became after I got older. I thought I would never get use to hip hugger jeans and 
pants. I was used to them being over my belly button. I did however finally get use to them and really learned to like 
them. Now all you can find is the high-rise pants and jeans. I hate it; how does this happen? Things coming full circle.  
Polyester?  Has that come back too?  My daughter keeps me in check, “Mom, it’s the style!” Well, high rise jeans and 
polyester may be the style again, but I do not like either. So, I will not be in style.  
 
I want to share this also. I was told a couple of months ago that I was known to a certain child; at least my face and 
name was known. I asked how did that child know me? I was told that each month she looked at our Newsletter and 
was told each of our names. And she knew them all. I know those parents are just looking for ways to teach her 
about her Jewish family and friends and that is great. I feel so honored that they trust me enough to teach her who I 
am. I love Mizpah, and our families. Again, I am so blessed to share in your blessing and even the hurtful things you 
go through.  
 
Love, hugs and best wishes to you all.  

Angela Rickert, 

Mizpah Congregation Administrator  

 
 
 
 
 
 

       Angela Rickert 

FIRST FRIDAY SERVICES AND DINNER 

MAKE RSPV NOW! 

 

Friday, June 3rd 

5:30 pm Kids meal 

6:00 pm services 

7:00 pm Adult meal /Storytime 
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

 
Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.mizpahcongregation.org 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

423-267-9771 
 

Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 

 
Frank Miller, President 

President@mizpahcongregation.org 
Angela Rickert, Administrator 

Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
OFFICERS: 
President:                                        Frank Miller 
VP-Administration                          Vicki Lewis 
VP-Programming:                         Paula Israel 
VP-Annual Giving                          Bev Coulter 
Treasurer:                                      Steve Cohn 
Board Secretary:                         Beth Thomas 
Immed. Past President:            Alan Richelson 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
Mike Birghenthal 

Max Brener 
Gary Chazen 
Amy Cohen 

Bob Marlowe 
Jacque Nodell 
Rachael Ruiz 

Holly Schwartz 
 

 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 

Iris Abelson                        Gary Chazen    
Donna White-Dropkin           David Israel 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      

Flossie Weill           Gary Chazen 
Jim Levine                                Sandy Dittus 

 
 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
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Chattanooga, TN 

Permit  

No. 281 

923 McCallie Ave.   Chatt.  TN 37403 

                                             
 
 

MIZPAH WORSHIP, STUDY AND MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

                                              Wednesdays                       Mussar    (schedule with Rabbi Lewis)                                      7:30 am 
                                                                                      Thursdays                      Adult B’nai Mitzvah class                                                                                                 6:30 pm 
                                                                                         Fridays                                  Shabbat worship services                                                   6:00 pm   
                                                                      June 3rd: Shabbat Services and Dinner                           5:30 pm  
                                                                                        Saturdays                                Torah Study    (breakfast prior)                                                     9:15 am                                      
                                                                                                                   Shabbat worship services                                                                                                 11:00 am 
                                      

Special Events:  
June 3rd: 1st Friday Dinner 7:00 pm 
   June 4th: Shavuot Party 5:30 pm 

                                   June 5th: Annual Meeting  3:00 pm                                               
 

 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 
Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.urj.org 

    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


