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Newsletter 

8 Tevet - 9 Shevat 

January 2023 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

Pink billboards. I don’t know about you, but I am proud every single time I see one of the pink 
JewBelong billboards around our city. Each one of them is a statement that calls awareness to 
Antisemitism and the responsibility of every single person to end it.  Strategically placed, they 
are intended to reach every single resident of Chattanooga and the surrounding areas as well 
as visitors, whether staying or just passing through. The billboards are a first step in starting 
important conversations about what Antisemitism is, where it started, and why it seems to be 
growing. They are a wake-up call to those who passively allow it to spread, and perhaps to 
those who are unaware they are mistaking fiction for fact and perpetuating dangerous tropes 
and stereotypes. They are saying we are sick and tired of just throwing up our hands, saying 
there is nothing we can do, and then hoping for the best. So far, in our city, at least in recent 
years, Antisemitism has only been words, save for a couple minor incidents of vandalism, 
including a swastika painted on the Walnut Street Bridge. Before hope runs out of time, we have, under the 
leadership of Michael Dzik and the Jewish Federation, turned hope into action. So far, the reaction has been positive, 
though, I have not heard much response outside of the Jewish community. However, the conversations we hope will 
start will inevitably come, and the task will be for each and every member of the Jewish community to engage 
thoughtfully in the conversations we have been seeking. Please educate yourselves by visiting the Anti-Defamation 
League website, in particular https://Antisemitism.adl.org, so you can be prepared with talking points and good 
information. Antisemitism is a form of senseless hatred, otherwise called racism, but this hatred is uniquely unsavory. 
The ADL website, listed above describes it this way: 
 

While most forms of racism focus on emphasizing the perceived weaknesses of another group, antisemites tend to 
portray Jews as both too strong and too weak, as well as the cause of all social problems. The list of paradoxes is long. 
Jews have been blamed by racists for promoting racial equality and by racial minorities for promoting slavery and racism. 
Jews have been blamed by capitalists for preaching socialism and by socialists for alleged capitalist exploitation. Jews 
have been targeted by social conservatives for empowering sexual minorities and by queer activists for patriarchal 
conservatism. And the list goes on. Like non-Jews, Jews constitute a diverse population that does not act monolithically. 
However, the particular conditions of Jewish history, interpreted through antisemitic ideology, have contributed to 
perceptions of Jews as nefarious actors and manipulative magicians, always to blame. Thus, unlike other kinds of 
prejudice, Antisemitism is a paranoid mentality that intertwines an imagined Jewish essence in relationship with other 
ideological concerns, prejudices or aims. Ultimately, it rests on applying simple, false explanations to complex social 
problems. Across eras and cultures, these ideas about Jews have been used to justify exclusion, discrimination, 
violence, and genocide. 

Some other important considerations are: 
Why the Jews? It always seems to revert to one group who can be blamed for virtually anything from the Bubonic 

Plague to the American Slave trade to any number of economic depressions. There is ZERO evidence of 
collective Jewish responsibility for any of these. 

Why collective responsibility? Even if one bad person, ie Bernie Madoff, was Jewish, there is no excuse for 
administering collective blame. Many Jewish individuals and organizations were victims of his fraud. The 
same logic applies to any number of other attempts to place collective blame on the Jewish people. This also 
applies to anti-Israel sentiment. Even if one disagrees with Israeli government policies, that should not be an 
indictment against all Jewish people. 

Why now? It seems that any time there is economic or political instability in the world, the tensions open the 
doors for antisemitic lies to rise and spread. The tension creates fertile ground for hatred to grow. 

Lastly, why should a non-Jew care? As Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-Defamation League, has correctly 
said, 'Antisemitism tends to be a “canary on the calming” for other hatreds to arise. If we passively allow Jew 
hatred to spread, other hatreds will certainly follow. The Nazis came after the Jews first, but also targeted 
homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, people of color, and anyone viewed as different or a threat, This means 
we must all band together. 

 
Now, let us appreciate the efforts of our community to grow the dialogue and to stop hate in all its forms. And to 
paraphrase the pink billboards, “Can a rabbi’s Newsletter article end '''Antisemitism? No, but you are not a Newsletter 
article.” Let us continue to stand proud in this new year.                                                                  Rabbi Craig Lewis 

    Rabbi Craig Lewis 

https://antisemitism.adl.org
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

          Vicki Lewis 

 
25 Kislev, 5783 
December 19, 2022 
 
 
Dear Fellow Congregants, 
 
I receive many emails from various organizations, as I am sure do many of you. I grew up in Birmingham, Alabama, 
and continue to receive Shabbat greetings from Danny Cohn, the director of the Birmingham Jewish Federation. He 
has been able to express in words some of the thoughts and questions that run through my mind as we continue to 
live in a changing society.  
 
He mentioned that he tells his Christian friends that Chanukah is about the perseverance of a people, battling to 
ensure the longevity of our people. He spoke about the heroes of our past who helped ensure our future and the 
strength of future generations. As he reflected on the miracles that have brought us to this day, he talked about us as 
heroes today, the question of how we will shepherd our people forward. He said to think about that as you light each 
Chanukah candle. But what struck me most was this sentence: “The greatest gift your children and 
grandchildren will receive this year is seeing you as a proud Jew.”   
 
As I write this on the first day of Chanukah, I realize you are receiving this much later. I hope you enjoyed your 
Chanukah.  My son Aaron and his family from Ohio are coming to visit, and he plans to be in the Mizpah kitchen 
helping for our Friday night Chanukah celebration. (see photo on p. 5) 
 
I would like to express gratitude to Gary Chazen, Chair of Physical Properties, who continuously works to stay 
ahead of any problems concerning the building. Gary not only helps with the building, but is also on the Cemetery 
Control Board, helping to keep that facility in shape as well. Gary is quietly responsible for much of the updating that 
occurs in the building and sanctuary. 
 
We have so much happening in January: First Friday services and dinner on the 6th; a celebration of Jewish 
American artists on the 13th; the Bat Mitzvah ceremony for Jordana Lincove on the 14th; a special weekend with 
(former Mizpah) Rabbi Ken Kanter on the 28-29; and an active shooter preparedness session on Tuesday, the 
31st. 
 
Please mark your calendars now, for what I hope will be the first of many: On Friday night, February 24, Mizpah will 
not hold Friday evening services.  Instead, we are trying a Shabbattery -  Lottery evening with Shabbat dinners at 
various members’ homes.  Issi Goldberg is graciously donating challahs for those homes, and I hope many of you 
will choose to participate as either a host or guest.  Be looking for more information over the next few weeks. 
 
Wishing each and every one of you a Happy, Healthy 2023! 
 
L’dor va Dor - From generation to generation 
 

Dear Mizpah Congregation, 
 
YOU DID IT!  Y'all helped us EXCEED our Annual Giving Goal, reaching over 
$320,000.00 and only 6 months into this FY 2022-2023. We are so very 
Grateful.   You have ALL supported the LIFE of our congregation in this 
way.   
 
If you have not made a pledge yet for this FY, there is still time. 
You can save the committee from calling you, and other direct mail expenses. 
Please contact  Angela Rickert,  Administrator, in our Temple Office to make 
your pledge for this year.  423.267.9771 
 
From all of us to YOU, Thank you! 
 
Bev Coulter and the Mizpah Annual Giving Committee 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR EDUCATION COORDINATOR... 

       Susan Caminez 

 New Year's resolutions: you either love them or hate them. I’m on the fence.  
I enjoy making lists, because I enjoy getting things done. However, with  
resolutions, I’m not that successful at checking them off my list. Millions of  
People make resolutions every year, with the top choices being to increase  
exercise, lose weight and improve finances (my general take on several  
surveys).  
 
Like millions of others, I’ll be jumping aboard the resolution healthY train come the 
New Year. I -  and according to the CDC, 44% of others my age - need to take some pounds off. 
I’m not particularly looking forward to it, because I really like food. I enjoy cooking (when it’s not 
the general grind of the week) and I love going out to eat. I know I can still do those things, but it               

                                                                                just doesn’t seem nearly as fun does it?  
 
So why do people want to lose weight? Well, according to LiveStrong, the reason most people decide to lose 
weight is for family members, or to improve their professional life. I suppose that has something to do with it. 
However, the largest reason for me is because it’s time to care for myself. As a mother, not to necessarily 
stereotype, I spend a lot of time taking care of others and very little time taking care of myself. For example, it took 
me over four months to finally book myself a haircut . This was four months after the ten months I ignored needing 
one. Yeah, I think you get the point.  
 
I’ve never been good at self-care; there were some golden years in my 20s, but everything went downhill after that. 
I’m sure it’s not surprising that taking care of oneself is living by the Torah. We’ve all heard, “your body is a 
temple,” a belief held by most all religions. If we are created in the image of God, then we too are sacred beings. In 
Judaism, this is the mitzvah of: sh'mirat haguf - “guarding the body.” As Rabbi Rick Schechter wrote in What 
Jewish Tradition Says About Health and Wellness, “In Judaism, a healthy body gives us the strength to fulfill the 
mitzvot and sacred actions of our religion. A healthy body helps us thrive 
in our everyday lives. And by taking care of our bodies – fulfilling the 
mitzvah of sh'mirat haguf – we take responsibility for and demonstrate our 
deep appreciation for the divine gift and miraculous workings of the 
human body.” 
 
While I’m not excited about the prospect of cutting certain foods out, I am 
excited about what will be the results of finally taking the steps to take 
care of my body. And if I’m living more Jewishly by doing so—all the 
better! My body is amazing! As is yours! We are divine and miraculous! I 
hope the New Year is a great one for you, whatever your resolutions may 
be. If it is anything, I hope it is healthy! Be well and Happy New Year!  
You got this! 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Techilah Learns About Shabbat: January 21 

Machanooga: Jan 22, 29 
MHS Monthly Meetup: January 25 

Save the Date for a Mizpah Family Event on Saturday, February 11th: Exciting details forthcoming! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew School makes Chanukah gelt 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS—January 1- February 4  

January 1-7 

Jacob Bach 

Fannie Bach 

Benjamin Bissinger 

Marx Block 

Delphine Block 

Rebecca Etheridge 

Rabbi E.K. Fischer 

Caroline Fischer 

Nina Levin 

Frances Goldman   

    Levine 

Louis Merenbloom 

Elizabeth Raisin 

Simon Steinau 

Fannie Bar Steinau 

William Tepper 

Mavlin Brock 

Mae Greenberg Kaset 

Edward Lodge 

Fred Morris 

Sam Rose 

Barry Waldman 

Dorothy Appleby 

Jerome Lips 

Melvin Bond Thomas 

Craig Eugene Vance 

Sol Edelstein 

Ben Lerner 

Rose Moses 

Rubin Skolnick 

Gloria Epstein     

   Fershko 

David Karr 

Leo Salit 

January 8-12 

Joy Effron Adams 

Ruth Chazen 

Louis Lebovitz 

Richard Lencer 

Harry Wise, Sr.  

Gussie Joseph 

Lena Brody Bloch   

   Fischer 

Marsha Hillner 

Marjorie Oxman     

   Tepper 

James Charles    

   Bouldin 

Irving Litoff 

Frank Terzano 

Jeffrey Lawrence Thal 

Linda Bailis 

James Baumgardner 

George Cooley 

August Gould 

Milton Longway 

Bettie Mihalovits 

David Minnen 

Sadye Segal 

Louis Isaac 

Alvin Hodes 

David Samuel Alper 

Frank Goldman 

Lee Daniels Shaffer 

 

 

 

 

 

January 15-21 

Gussie Long Brener 

Esther Diamond Cohn 

Stan Levin  

Anna Abish 

Lawrence Green 

Bertha Green 

Myron Perry 

Miriam Spitalny 

Sonia Ettin 

Frieda Brull 

Shelton Goldblatt 

Ada Rachel Long 

David Mindes 

David Myron Stock 

Joseph Bly 

Ethel Goldman 

Paul Kalman 

Shirley Nachbar 

Pauline Parrott 

Nettie Rose 

Fay Chazen 

Lester Deitch 

Paul Goldblatt 

Rose Hite 

Donnie Pulliam 

James Ruppe 

Jack Sigmon 

Audrey Starvaski 

Irving Brem 

Betsy Bush 

Edward Freibrun 

Mickey Leventhal 

DeAnna Elis Odineal 

 

January 22-28 

Walter Dinberg 

Samuel Edelstein 

Fannie Altman 

Stephen Joseph  

   Koplan 

Rhonda Seeber 

Bertha Topkis 

Bess Koplan 

Lena Rothfeld 

Craig Eugene Vance 

Abraham Effron 

Sam Epstein 

Matt Lambeth 

Bethany Schklar 

Mollie Feintuch 

Louis Robert Levine 

Jacob Sherman 

Carroll Messing  

   Rosenhein 

Anne Schweitzer 

Clarence Shaw 

Mark Aaron Spector 

Arline Dubow 

Elsie Goldberg 

Hilda Herzfeld 

Joseph Mallen 

Jack Spitalny 

Kitty Wolff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 29-Feb. 4 

Gertrude Berry 

Rosa Richelson 

Emily Hershfield  

   Garry 

Isadore Gordon 

Violet Gordon 

Sophie Siegel 

Abraham Spector 

Sarah Louise Trivers 

Martin Coplon 

Benjamin Lippmann 

Joseph Cohen 

Sam Diamond 

Frances Levin  

   Greenburg 

Florence Adler Jacob 

Mary Becker Shutting 

Hershel Ullman 

Ralph Anderson 

Charles Levine 

Judith Ann Marks 

Sam Slaughter 

David Weill, Jr.  

Louis Richelson 

 

 

 

 

MAZAL TOV... 

...Mizpah members who served lunch at Erlanger East on December 25th: Vivian and Marty Hershey, Bill and 

Sandy Dittus and Richard Zachary.  

CONDOLENCES TO... 

...The Families of Sonia Young, who passed away December 22nd. Her funeral was conducted December 27th by 

Rabbi Lewis at the Chattanooga National Cemetery. Her daughter Melanie delivered a passionate, stirring eulogy. 

 
Upcoming Special Program 

January 13, 2023: Special presentation on American 
Jewish Artists, presented during our Friday Shabbat 
worship services by Austin Center, Marilyn Center 
and Jen Lewis. 
 

                             
                              Check it Out! 
Each Friday, as part of our Weekend Announcements, 
view Rabbi Lewis’ Shabbat video message. Always 
timely, and certainly entertaining and informative. Here 
is a link to his Dec. 23rd message: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5S-oLzR3M-8 





 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

January 10 

Bruce and Carol Lebovitz 

 

January 20 

Jeff and Cherie Monen 

 

January 21  

Howard and Laura Grody 

 

January 28 

Lori and Michael Shalett 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

January 1 

Evgenya Brodsky 

January 2 

Nancy Greenblum-

Travis 

January 4 

Susan Kaplan 

David Gottlieb 

Irvin Pressman 

January 6 

Jordana Lincove 

Richard Schulman 

January 7 

Page Loewenthal 

January 9 

Stan Vogel 

January 10 

Ellen Freiberg 

January 11 

Jennifer Lewis 

January 13 

Elaine Winer 

Sandra Shapiro 

Pamela Rymer- 

O’Dwyer 

Leigh Speal 

January 14 

Iris Abelson 

Judy Monen 

January 15 

Wallace Ballew 

 

 

 

 

January 17 

Barry Gold 

Cassandra McCarley 

January 19 

Kirk Brody 

January 22 

Michael Dzik 

Abigail Brody 

Ava Brody 

Nikki Hasden 

January 25 

Paula Israel 

Rachael Ruiz 

Karen Diamond-Giblin 

January 27 

Sandy Tabakin 

January 28 

Noah Emerson 

Traci Young 

Hugo Caminez 

Rachel Schulson 

January 29 

Andy Hodes 

January 30 

Elijah Young 

Alexandria Center 

Austin Center 

January 31 

Rebecca Dzik 

Grace Brody 

 

 



MIZPAH MEMBER NANCY TRAVIS:  JOURNEY TO NEPAL! 

Note: we always enjoy reading about ours member’s travels and fun things. Nancy Travis journeyed to Nepal with her vegan travel 

group. Here is just some of her travelogue.  

Namaste. I’ve just returned from Nepal and wanted to share some of the highlights of my trip 
with you, because it was absolutely amazing!  The views of the Himalayas (which run roughly 
1500 miles and make up 75% of Nepal’s geography), the people, the food, the sights… It really 
was the trip of a lifetime! Below are some of the highlights that I wanted to share with you! 
Different views of the Himalayas: 
 

 

                                                                                                    
 
Boudhanath Stupa: Mounds  that contain relics, 
and in some instances relics of the Lord 
Buddha himself.  This is one of the largest 
stupas in the Himalayas, built at different times 
going back as far as the 5th century.  We were 
honored to be guests of a monk at a Tibetan 
monastery. 
 

 

 

 

In Kathmandu, we visited a grassroots music 

preservation and documentation museum, which 

displays 1350 different kinds of musical 

instruments! 

The architecture in Bhaktapur was incredible!  

         

 

 

In Kusma, we visited a suspension bridge - 1,128 feet in length and 
384 feet high! It serves as a vital link for people who travel by walking 

or by motorcycle! 

 



The architecture in Bhaktapur was 
incredible!  

Below: We traveled up into the hills to the 
mountaintop village of Bhakunde. The views were 
amazing! The second picture is of my favorite 
guest at our accommodations - just glad he didn’t 
enter my room when I wasn’t there! 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve certainly never practiced yoga anywhere as beautiful as this spot at 
Himalayan retreat! 

 

We visited Chitwan National Park, where we saw one-horned 
rhinos, Gharial Crocodiles, spotted deer, monkeys and 
beautiful birds.  We were not lucky enough to spot a Bengal 
Tiger, but we did see some tracks, so they were close by!   
 

 

 

 
 
Chitwan is also the site of a Bodhi Tree - a cutting from the sacred 
Bodhi Tree in Sri Lanka! The tree is considered the oldest living tree 
planted by humans in the world - planted in 280 B.C.E. We 
participated in a string ceremony at the site of the tree. 
 

 

 

A journalist and videographer was with us for three days while working 
on a story on the homestay in Bhakunde. 

 

 

It was a wonderful trip. If you have the chance to go, don’t hesitate!  

If you see me at services, I’d be happy to tell you more!  

Nancy Travis 
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FROM YOUR TEMPLE ADMINISTRATOR... 

Hello Mizpah Family and Friends, 

I hope this Newsletter finds you well. Did you miss me last month? I have a few updates to 
share with you all. 

First and foremost, we have a new employee joining our team at Mizpah. Charlie is 
grandaddy’s brother and helps as needed; we are excited to have him on board. In addition, 
Steve donated and installed a new kitchen faucet; we are very grateful for his work and are 
looking forward to using it in the kitchen. Grandaddy and Steve enjoy lunch and a bit of TV 
time together in Feinstein Hall, a new Thursday ritual. 

We await the arrival of the security doors. In the meantime, we are taking all necessary 
precautions to ensure the safety and security of our congregants. Also with excitement, 
we announce that we have switched to a new alarm company: Advanced Sprinkler and 
Technology. A new panel will be added for all of the extra devices, hopefully in the next 
week or so.  

We had a very 
successful Hanukkah 
dinner. We haven’t had 
that many reservations 
in a long time – over 
150! A lot of hard work 
by David Israel (in front) 
and crew: David 
Solovey, Richard 
Zachary, Josh Weiss, 
Aaron Lewis, Art 
Lewis. The Staff did an 
exceptional job 
preparing the kitchen, 

and Granddad  and Charlie worked late in the evening to put the kitchen back in shape.  
We are now in the process of getting bids to have the kitchen tile professionally steamed 
cleaned.  

On a personal note, Zaddik is almost 8 months old now and it's hard to believe how fast the time has flown. He is still 
not crawling, but he is eating adult foods like a champ. He did have a couple of scares for Gigi when he gagged on 
something, but overall he is doing very well. His first two bottom teeth also popped through the week of Christmas, 
which was a surprise for all of us. 

The staff is very thankful for our holiday bonus. 

Until next time,  

Angela, Temple Administrator 

JORDANA LINCOVE BAT MITZVAH ON JANUARY 14, 2023 

Jordana attends The Center for Creative Arts, with a dance major. She also does competitive dance 

with Alicia’s All Stars. Jordana spends her summers in Hendersonville, NC at Camp Judaea, and 

loves all kinds of art and crafting. In honor of becoming a Bat Mitzvah, Jordana has chosen to 

donate to Dancers against Cancer. She is looking forward to spending time with friends and family 

during the weekend of her Bat Mitzvah. Proud parents are Jen and Aaron, and sister Emilia.  

MIZPAH BOOK CLUB 
  

Mizpah's Book Club will next meet on Sunday, January 22 for a 10:30 potluck brunch at the home of Hope 
Flammer, at 504 Lindsay Court downtown. We are reading The Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen. This novel, based 
loosely on a true story, won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction!  
 
              Contact Amy at amyjcohen@gmail.com if you would like to join this literary group. 

mailto:amyjcohen@gmail.com
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 
 
 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

Kindertransport Chapel  
 

Education 

In Memory of David Sachsman 

Debra Dubow and Thomas Lyons 

In Memory of Rosalyn Vogel 

Leta Berger 

Warren Dropkin and Donna White-Dropkin 

In Memory of Karen Simon 

Warren Dropkin and Donna White-Dropkin 

Garden of Life 

In Memory of Rosalyn Vogel 

Helen Smith 

In Honor of Jon Cohen being named a 

Distinguished Leader in Health Care 

Helen Smith 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In Memory of Rosalyn Vogel 

Rosie Newton 

John and Ellyn Brooks 

In Memory of Gerald Lyons 

Debra Dubow and Thomas Lyons 

In Memory of Susan Wolf –Schwartz 

Frank and Pam Miller 

In Memory of Bob Berger 

Frank and Pam Miller 

 

Endowment 

In Memory of David Sachsman 

Frank and Pam Miller 

In Memory of Karen Simon 

Frank and Pam Miller 

Operating 

In Memory of Lawrence Levine 

Anita Levine 

In Memory of Rosalyn Vogel 

Michael Seeber 

Art and Vicki Lewis 

Larry Young 

Steve and Bev Coulter 

Sanford and Elaine Winer 

Barbra Paper 

Florence Abelson 

Ellen Freiberg 

Richard and Dana Waxler 

In Memory of Alex Corliss 

Helen Smith 

In Memory of David Sachsman 

Kiwanis Club of Chattanooga 

For a Speedy Recovery of Stan Vogel 

Richard and Dana Waxler 

 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES REPORT  
Richard Zachary, Chair 

 
Mizpah continues to enjoy first-rate worship services, led each Friday and Saturday by 
Rabbi Lewis. Joining Rabbi Lewis on the second and fourth Fridays at 6:00 pm is the 
Mizpah choir, Marianna Allen, Director. Joining Marianna most nights are Ruth 
Longway, Steve and Carol Cohn, Richard Zachary and James Brown. If you are 
interested in joining the choir, please contact Marianna. We will provide all the sheet 
music. Beth Nichols continues as our regular pianist. On the 1st Friday of each month, 
Susan Caminez leads a spirited songfest, adding her special storytelling to the evening. 
The 3rd Shabbat of each month is Shirei Shabbat, or Sabbath of Song, a song-filled 
service in our Feinstein Chapel, led by Amy Cohen. Torah Study continues each Shabbat morning, preceded by a 
delicious lox and egg breakfast. We read from our URJ Plaut Torah Commentary, as well as other recognized Torah 
commentaries and biblical essays.   Contact Richard Zachary for more details.  
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SOCIAL ACTION NEWS 
I hope you had a very Happy Chanukah with loved ones!  I wish you a happy and healthy 2023! Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to our Sue Cohn holiday giving project to the Chambliss Center.  I am pleased to report 
we had a very successful toy collection with over four full bins of very exciting and imaginative toys. The folks at 
Chambliss truly appreciated Mizpah's generosity and 
plan to place all the toys in their store to enable parents 
and teachers to shop for their children. 
 
Some of you have asked me what's next for Social 
Action?  After visiting the Chattanooga Public Library 
and learning more about the upcoming Holocaust 
exhibit, here is what I would like to propose for early 
2023 as an educational endeavor we can pursue 
together.  I learned that the library desperately needs 
about 15 more docents to volunteer for the upcoming 
Holocaust exhibit from the end of January to the end of 
February. You can choose how many hours and which 
hours you would like to volunteer during that month. We 
are only one of 50 libraries across the country that is 
being honored to host this special exhibit.   Docent training will be on Tuesday, January 17th, from 5:30 - 6:30 pm.  
I will participate in that training and would love for you to join me so we can have a Mizpah presence. A second date, 
on January 14th may be added, only if needed.    Please sign-up below if you wish to join me at this very special and 
important educational event! Docent Orientation - 
 
Registration Form: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_ZVEBS00zr6BHJ_Kz9EWyG4ynzJE9CMVXn7rD3JOF3M/viewform?
edit_requested=true      (copy and paste entire link into a browser) 

I hope you feel inspired to participate in this opportunity to educate our community and work together to decrease 
antisemitism. 
 
Debra Dubow 
Social Action Chair 

 
RABBI KEN KANTER:  

 
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND 

 
JANUARY 27-28, 2023 

 
Join us the weekend of January 27-28 as we 
welcome  Rabbi Ken Kanter, former Mizpah 
rabbi. Rabbi Kanter is the Rabbinic Director of 
Roots of Reform Judaism. Before coming to RRJ, Ken served for fifteen years, as 
faculty member, Associate Dean and Director of the Rabbinical School at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati.  
 

From the RRJ website / Mission:  
 
To promote the progressive spiritual values and traditions of our American Reform Jewish heritage as the vibrant 
inspiration for contemporary Jewish life, liturgy, and worship.  (www.rootsofreformjudaism.org)  
 
Mizpah member Flossie Weill serves on their Board, and helped arrange Rabbi Kanter’s visit. Rabbi Kanter will 
share the bimah on Friday with Rabbi Lewis, and join us to facilitate our Torah Study on Saturday.  
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action / social justice programs designed to enhance our lives and 

improve our world. Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace 

interfaith couples, those of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse 

backgrounds as well as families in all forms. 

 
Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.mizpahcongregation.org 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

423-267-9771 
 

Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 

 
Vicki Lewis, President 

President@mizpahcongregation.org 
Angela Rickert, Administrator 

Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
OFFICERS: 
President:                                         Vicki Lewis 
VP-Administration                         David Israel 
VP-Programming:                         Jed Mescon      
VP-Annual Giving                          Bev Coulter 
Treasurer:                                      Steve Cohn 
Board Secretary:                         Beth Thomas 
Immed. Past President:                 Frank Miller 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
Mike Birghenthal   Rachael Ruiz 
Austin Center   Holly Schwartz 

Gary Chazen  Amy Cohen 
Bob Marlowe   Jacque Nodell 

 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 

 Gary Chazen    Donna White-Dropkin           
David Israel     Andy Stone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      

Flossie Weill      Gary Chazen  
Jim Levine        Sandy Dittus 
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                                                             MIZPAH WORSHIP, STUDY AND EVENTS 
 Sundays                        Machanooga     (Jan. 22 & 29 only )                                                                                                                                         9:30 am 
  Wednesdays                     Mussar    (schedule ZOOM with Rabbi Lewis)                                                      7:30 am 
                                       Mizpah Hebrew School Monthly Meet Up (25th)                                          5:00 pm 
Thursdays                     Adult B’nai Mitzvah class                                                                                                                             6:30 pm 
 Fridays                                  Shabbat worship services                                                                               6:00 pm  
                                       January 6th: Shabbat Services and Dinner                                                  6:00 pm 
                                         January 20: Shirei Shabbat: Sabbath of Song                                              6:00 pm 
Saturdays                               Torah Study    (breakfast prior)                                                                                  9:15 am                                              
                                                                              Shabbat worship services                                                                                                                                                                        11:00 am 
 
Special Events:  January 6: 1st Friday meal: ; January 13-15: Youth @Camp Coleman; January 13: Jewish 
American artists - Presentation;  January 14: Bat Mitzvah Jordana Lincove; January 21:Techilah program; 
January 27-28: Rabbi Ken Kanter; January 31: Active Shooter Drill             

www.MizpahCongegration.org 
Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.urj.org 

    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mizpah Board: Top row, from left: Austin Center, Rabbi Lewis, Jacque Nodell, Frank Miller, 

Steve Cohn; Bottom row: Holy Schwartz, Rachael Ruiz, Vicki Lewis, Beth Thomas. Not 

pictured: Mike Birghenthal, Gary Chazen, Bob Marlowe 


