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Newsletter 

4 Av - 4 Elul 

August 2022 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

Every year since becoming a rabbi, I have had some variation of the same conversation. In 

teaching about Jewish holidays, I will mention Tu B’Av, and someone will try to correct me 

saying, “No, Rabbi. I think you mean Tish B’Av.” Then I will say, “No, I meant what I said. Tish 

B’Av is a fine holiday that happens on the ninth day of the month of Av. It involves fasting, 

sitting on the floor, and reading the Book of Lamentations. Reform Judaism, including rabbis 

like yours truly, has struggled with what to do about this summer day of mourning that focuses 

heavily on Jerusalem, the Temple, and messianism.  Meanwhile Tu B’Av happens on the 

fifteenth day of the month of Av, just like the tree holiday, Tu Bi-Shevat, which also happens on 

the fifteenth of the month of Shevat. The letters Tet and Vav add up to 9 + 6. Tu B’Av is our 

annual celebration of love. Some call it the “Jewish Valentine’s Day,” except it does not involve a Saint, for obvious 

reasons, and one is not likely to find their last-minute Tu B’Av gifts at CVS. 

Invariably, someone will ask, “How come I’ve never heard of this?” And then, “Why hasn’t the Temple ever 

celebrated this?” For the second question, I tend to follow the Jewish tradition of answering a question with a 

question. “Do you really want your rabbi to tell you when to have a romantic night with your significant other?” And for 

the first question, I usually assure them there are lots of holidays they have not heard of; now that you know, this one 

has promise to become something special. 

Now, several years since my ordination, I am finally planning for Tu B’Av, and we at Mizpah are going to do 

something to celebrate. We are inviting all married couples, and those in long-term committed relationships, to renew 

your commitments on the Bima, under the chuppah, and in the company of fellow congregants who likewise 

celebrate love. We also invite you to bring family and friends to Mizpah to witness this ceremony, which will take 

place during Shabbat services on August 12. And for your information, and so you can order flowers and make 

dinner reservations, Tu B’Av begins the evening of Thursday the 11th. It will end at sundown just following our 

services. Therefore, Tu B’Av will provide multiple points of access to celebration: at home, on the town, and at your 

synagogue. Then, Tu B’Av will fade into Shabbat when, to love, we add the themes of peace, family, and holiness. It 

truly will be a special weekend; we want you all to be with us for the celebration. Please RSVP to let us know you 

plan to be there. 

I also wish to take a moment to acknowledge other great opportunities coming up in August. We hope to kickstart our 

programming year with a great First Friday family service during which we will honor Israeli Shelichah Inbal Lev 

before she returns home. The service will be followed by a delicious dinner of cornflake chicken and mashed 

potatoes. And on Sunday, August 21, we will be hosting the one-woman show “Becoming Dr. Ruth” in which we will 

learn about the life of this iconic personality who fled Germany on the Kindertransport, fought in the Israeli Army, and 

achieved unparalleled heights as a world-renowned relationship therapist.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at all of these great events! 

 

Shalom, 

 

Rabbi Lewis 

 

    Rabbi Craig Lewis 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

          Vicki Lewis 

 

4 Av, 5782 

August 1, 2022 

 

Dear Congregants, 

 

 Today is July 17th. I have spent the last 8 days quarantining from Covid, which was the birthday present brought to 
me from my family who live in Cleveland, Ohio. This “present” was the gift none of us want, yet many of us are going 
to receive.  Although I believe my case is mild, I find the restrictions a bit depressing.  My attention span is short, and 
my usually happy, optimistic attitude towards people and life is being challenged.  For those of you who have already 
dealt with this, I’m happy you are well.  I know everyone is tired of hearing about this virus, but it is not leaving us any 
time soon.  So, how do we continue to meet together, knowing that this cloud is over us? 

 Personally, the isolation in some ways is nice.  I don’t go anywhere, speak to the few people who call, and basically 
lie around. Today, is Sunday, so I can read the paper version of the newspaper, which can keep my attention, since 
each article is relatively short. This isolation has given me time to think and reflect, particularly of my Jewish 
upbringing and life.  I grew up in the 1950’s and 1960’s. This was a time of segregation in both race and religion.  My 
close friends were entirely Jewish because the social groups were exclusive and restrictive.  Birmingham, Alabama 
had a Jewish population of about 5000 at that time, yet I was able to meet Chattanooga youth through Jewish 
organizations and youth groups from each of the three synagogues.  But even those were segregated from each 
other. Those of us in the Conservative synagogue did not know the families in the Reform synagogue. None of those 
knew the members of the Orthodox synagogue. But we knew each other from Temple. 

 I love being Jewish.  I believe we as a group can be powerful and influential for our children. I feel we have an 
obligation to give our children the opportunities we had, and many more than many of us had.  But, I feel that the 
obligation to continuing our people and beliefs should be our number one goal.  So where am I going with this 
ramble?  

 The Reopening Committee is meeting in a few days.  I don’t know what that conclusion will be; whether we are 
mandating masks or not, I will be wearing one.  I will continue with medical science to guide me in my decisions.  We 
are Jews and should behave as our consciences allow. But none of this makes much difference if we don’t show up. 

 When I first moved to Chattanooga and joined Mizpah, I had an opportunity to meet others.  Members took us in as 
family. I immediately felt that family feeling in my heart. It would be like those high school reunions, where all the 
Jews would congregate at the same table because we felt like family 20,40, 60 years later.   

 We used to regularly have families show up for first Fridays.  Paula and David Israel would have to share the exact 
numbers, but I believe it was around 75. Each month.   At these dinners, congregants were able to meet newcomers 
or socialize with old friends.  Helen Smith greeted everyone and made numerous connections for various people. 

 Today, we have increased in membership since those days, yet decreased in attendance. There are the regular 
service worshipers, but rarely do they fill the sanctuary.  We have numerous volunteers who work very hard, and we 
have numerous members who work very hard but don’t volunteer. If you don’t know me very well, please reach 
out.  I’d love to get to know you better. Let’s plan to meet at services, or Torah Study, or in the Garden of Life, or in 
the Gould Library, or in the Kindertransport Chapel.  We need you, your children, your grandchildren, to continue our 
legacy of Judaism. Here at Mizpah! 

 

L’dor va dor. 

Vicki Lewis 

President, 2022-2023 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR EDUCATION COORDINATOR...  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Susan Caminez 

Mizpah Hebrew School 
(MHS) 

Starting in Grade 3 

MHS starts the week of Aug 29 

First Monthly Meetup, Wed, Sept 14 
 

Machanooga (Pre K—8) 
Our Weekly Sunday School 

 

Sat, Aug 27  
from 5:30-7:00 PM 

All ages are welcome to join me on Rosh  
Chodesh Elul to start your prep for the High 
Holy Days with a 30-day Challenge.  
We’ll learn about Elul and create a 30-day  
calendar of actions that will lead us to the 
High Holy Days. This will be a fun, all-family 
way of engaging in what is typically a 
thoughtful and introspective time.  

Would you like your Mizpah Family 
to send holiday care packages to 
your college student throughout the 
year? We send a High Holy Day, 
Chanukah and Purim care package 
directly to their college dorm. 
Please fill out the form provided in 
our weekly e-blast by August 20 
for new students and for those who 
have received packages in the past 
to ensure we have the most 
accurate shipping information.  

Techilah 
Early Judaism for 

Toddlers 

Techilah (beginning) is our   

monthly Intro to Judaism for our 
littlest learners. 

First Class: Sept 10 

High Holy Days 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS—July 31—September 3  

July 31 - Aug. 6 

Ivan Oikkajc 

Patrick Pike 

Josephine Russ 

Marilyn Wynn        

 Weiss 

Joel Ginsberg 

Al Jacobs 

Charles Oates  

 Rymer 

Laura Clark 

Josephine Saul 

Richard Abelson 

Matthew Perry 

Sayde Pressman 

Phillip Miller 

Philip E. Price 

Beverly Rice 

Fredrich H Vogel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aug. 7 - Aug. 13 

Lillian Feinstein 

Gus Garry 

Sara Landau Wise 

Sherrie Feintuch 

Gerald Feintuch 

Marian Levine 

Harry Wassman 

Sylvia Wygoda 

Jim Gram 

Herbert St. Goar 

Adele Zacharias       

Effron 

Abraham Allen 

 Finkel 

Maidelle Reisman 

Jettie Rubenstein 

Rose M. Lefkoff 

Claire Reingold 

Isidor Cooper 

Bonnie Rothfeld 

Hyman Stein 

J. Harry 

Wertheimer 

Shirley Reader 

Edith R. Wassman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aug. 14 - Aug. 20 

Virginia Jordan 

Jonathan Levine 

Jake Blumberg 

Linda Bartlett  

 Cohen 

Samuel Harris 

Irving Miles 

Martha Pollack 

Greg Hutchison 

Annette Lewis Leo 

Donald Becker  

 Leventhal 

Flora Shaw 

Marilyn Tepper 

Morris Matzkin 

Gertrude Price 

Elizabeth Rose  

    Adler 

Doris Moore 

Erv Price 

Estelle Bailis 

Dora Esbinsky 

Fred Landsman 

Seymour Milder 

Isadore Shapiro 

Edna Greene 

Wolensky 

Pavel Yakovlevitc  

   Belinsky 

 

 

 

Aug. 21 - Aug. 27 

Emanuel J. Harris 

Joel B. Langholtz 

Sura Goldfarb 

Hyman Goldman 

Gloria Landsman 

Blanche Rogoff 

Al Gordon 

Stan Nash 

Maurice Poss 

Julius Schwartz 

Jane Ginsberg 

Esther Green 

John Hoodenpyle 

Lorraine Block  

    Leventhal 

Philip Soroko 

Milton Tabakin 

Sam Alexander 

Isadore H.     

Goleman 

Wesley Dillon   

Grant 

Walter   

Grygorcewicz 

Harry Mackler 

Helen Miles Cohen 

Alan A. Morris 

Reuben Simon 

Sara Simon    

Slaughter 

Phyllis Bell 

Simon Lasky 

Aug. 28 - Sept. 3 

Sara Goldberg 

Bettye Ingle  

    Harrison 

Leo J. Koplan 

Jo Ann Richelson 

Dorothy Rose Wise 

Lily Segil Shapiro 

Isaac Shapiro 

Bernard Tepper 

Jennie Gottlieb 

Annabelle  

    Rubenstein 

Solomon Black 

Beatrice  Black 

Miriam Edelstein   

Effron 

Morrie Louis  

    Levine 

Seymour        

Lorberbaum 

Maurice Richelson 

Ira Trivers 

 

 

 

 

 
MIZPAH BOOK CLUB  

 
Mizpah's next Book Club will meet on Sunday, September 11 at 10:30 a.m. for potluck 
brunch at the home of Jan Barrali. We are reading The Family Tabor by Cherise Wolas. 
Contact Amy at amyjcohen@gmail. com if you would like further information. 

“Wolas writes with gorgeous intensity about the strata of loving relationships that entwine 
families in all their messy contradictions that often stubbornly resist transparency, the truth, 
and resolution. Savor this.” ―Library Journal, starred review  
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Sunday, August 21, at 2:00 pm 
An intriguing conversation with Dr. Ruth (aka Eileen Koteles) 

 
Mizpah Congregation is proud to present the off-Broadway production of 
Becoming Dr. Ruth, an intimate and intriguing conversation with Ruth 
Westheimer, starring Eileen Koteles. Much of the world knows Dr. Ruth 
as the talkative and animated Jewish lady who can stun even the most 
worldly of us with her sex topics. But what you are about to learn is that 
Dr. Ruth is a Holocaust survivor, a member of the Kindertransport, and a 
former sniper for the Jewish underground army. 
 
The show is made possible through the generous support of the Hanan 
family and Jacobs Wholesale Paper Company. 
 
The price of admission is $12.00, and you can pay at the door, send in a 
check, or pay online. If paying online be sure to add the convenience fee 
of .50 cents per transaction. The money raised from this event will benefit Mizpah’s Kindertransport Chapel.   
Light refreshments. This one-woman show runs 90 minutes with a short intermission.  
 

Please note. The play contains a discussion of healthy sex and sexuality while covering other mature topics.  
 

Note from Helen Smith... 
 
Although Julie, Rachel and I hope to thank personally each and every Mizpah member who 
honored Stan’s memory by donating to one of our congregational funds, we want to let no more 
time go by before telling you collectively how much your gifts are appreciated.  
 
With your generous support of the Temple’s Operating, Social Action, Rabbi’s Discretionary, 
Education, Religious School, Educator, Mary W. and Jacob Levine and Kindertransport Funds, 
you have linked the name of Stanley Smith with the assurance that Mizpah congregation will 
survive and thrive long after we are gone. 
 
With heartfelt gratitude, 
 
Helen Smith 

This will be the year that we get back together to learn , laugh and of course, eat 

together.  We are planning a series of Interesting Conversations and are looking to 

our members to identify potential speakers for this series.  Do you know someone 

who has an expertise or has been on an adventure?  Contact Susan Wolf-

Schwartz, Program VP so she can schedule an Interesting Conversation.   

These are usually held on a Sunday afternoon.   

Susan Wolf-Schwartz 

SWSchwartz@hotmail.com 
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 
 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

Kindertransport Chapel  
 

Kindertransport Memorial  

In Honor of Eileen Koteles 

Judith Beasley 

In Memory of Steve Potts  

Will Melnyk and Glyn Ruppe-Melnyk  

Operating 

In Memory of Stan Smith 

David & Evgenya Brodsky 

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc 

Lee & Iris Abelson 

Danne & Nelson Irvine 

Steve & Bev Coulter 

Art and Vicki Lewis 

Nancy Bell 

In Memory of Helen Landau 

Zuki Landau Fishman and David Fishman 

In Memory of Steve Potts 

Art and Vicki Lewis 

In Memory of Howard Levine 

Bradford Harvey 

Henry & Rachel Schulson 

Karen Kruesi 

Marc & Ellen Yellin 

John Turley 

Anita & Julian Saul 

Ron Hart 

Katie Hall Giannasi 

Howard Sollins & Barbara Resnick 

Stephen Opler 

John Dopoulos 

T. O. Helton 

John Montag & Family 

Joshua & Ann Woody 

Matthew Rhoades & Luis Gomez 

Paul and Brenda Lefkoff 

Art and Vicki Lewis 

In Memory of Rabbi Abraham Feinstein 

Fuz Spector 

In Memory of Richard Abelson 

Fuz Spector 

In Memory of Carl Meininger 

Art and Vicki Lewis 

Mazon 

In Memory of Howard Levine 

Margaret Levine 

Education 

In Memory of Stan Smith 

Debra Dubow 

Rita Russ Speer 

In Memory of Howard Levine 

Sheryl Blechner 

Religious School 

In Memory of Stan Smith 

Robert and Judy Stahl 

Social Action 

In Memory of Stan Smith 

Henry and Rachel Schulson 

Miller / Schwartz 

In Memory of Stan Smith 

Skip and Holly Schwartz 

Garden of Life 

In Honor of Herb Cohn 

Lee and Iris Abelson 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In Memory of Stan Smith 

Robert and June Collins 

Frank and Pam Miller 

Larry and Donnajeanne Ettkin 

In Memory of Steve Potts 

Sid and Karen Simon 

Frank and Pam Miller 

In Memory of Howard Levine 

Sid and Karen Simon 

Larry and Donnajeanne Ettkin 

Frank and Pam Miller 

In Memory of Janet Stock 

Frank and Pam Miller 

In Honor of Carol Young unveiling 

Frank and Pam Miller 

In Memory of Alvin Hodes 

Larry and Donnajeanne Ettkin 

In Memory of David Brodsky 

Larry and Donnajeanne Ettkin 

In Memory of Dr. Marc B. Price 

Larry and Donnajeanne Ettkin 

                                          Donations continued on insert… 
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FROM YOUR TEMPLE ADMINISTRATOR… 
 
What is happening at Mizpah? The sanctuary work began and then 
it had to stop, as we were still finding water in the walls. The plaster 
that they removed was still saturated. A congregant’s death and 
funeral service meant the work had to come to a complete stop. 
Since then, we have had a team come out and investigate the 
outside of the walls. Once the outside is repaired, they will begin on       

                                                                                                                    the inside again. This has been a very lengthy process.  
 
I received a call from the contractor who said the new security doors to be installed behind the bimah should be here 
any day. Then demolition and installation can begin. We had a new set of bleachers installed in the Garden of Life. 
Steve will stain them soon. It took a few phone calls to get the job done right.  
 
One of the AC units upstairs in the school had a drain that was stopped up. It was finally repaired Friday evening. In 
this old building, there is always something to be done and taken care of. I’m very grateful that Steve and I have a 
very good working relationship; we make such a good team.  
 
Now to the good stuff. I still have not raced again this year but hope to soon. Karl’s work schedule has been crazy, 
with long hours and few days off. He has raced but one time lately, on his birthday weekend, the 3rd of July. He 
finished third in his class out of eighteen drivers and won $100! Our home away from home is so nice to have when 
we are racing. Karl is mechanically inclined and can tackle most of the repair issues. If you have a motor home, you 
know it takes work. We have really been blessed with it though.  
 
The new miracle grandbaby (Zaddik) is 9 weeks old now. He came to the house 
this weekend and had his first swim. Things have really changed since I had my 
children; who knew we now have neck floats for infants! He must be 4 months old 
before they will start swimming lessons. Gigi and Poppy will be getting him started 
as soon as he can. Our home and the pool are a blessing, but it makes me a little 
weak in the knees when the kiddos come that can’t swim.  
 
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing you at Mizpah real soon.  
 
Your Temple Administrator,  
 
Angela Rickert 
 
 

       Angela Rickert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Valentine's Day, Tu B'Av is celebrated in Israel with flowers, cards, romantic dinners, 

parties and festivals of singing and dancing. Women and men are keeping the tradition of 

wearing white at many of these celebrations. The holiday is also considered to be a good 

date for a wedding.  

At Mizpah, on Friday August 12, during our regular Friday Shabbat worship, all married 

couples and those in long-term committed relationships, will be honored by Rabbi Lewis 

beneath our very own chuppah 
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

 
Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.mizpahcongregation.org 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

423-267-9771 
 

Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 

 
Vicki Lewis, President 

President@mizpahcongregation.org 
Angela Rickert, Administrator 

Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
OFFICERS: 
President:                                         Vicki Lewis 
VP-Administration                         David Israel 
VP-Programming:          Susan Wolf-Schwartz      
VP-Annual Giving                          Bev Coulter 
Treasurer:                                      Steve Cohn 
Board Secretary:                         Beth Thomas 
Immed. Past President:                 Frank Miller 

 
BOARD MEMBERS  

Mike Birghenthal   Rachael Ruiz 
Austin Center   Holly Schwartz 

Gary Chazen 
Amy Cohen 

Bob Marlowe 
Jacque Nodell 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 

 Gary Chazen    Donna White-Dropkin           
David Israel     Andy Stone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      

Flossie Weill      Gary Chazen  
Jim Levine        Sandy Dittus 

 
 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Chattanooga, TN 

Permit  

No. 281 

923 McCallie Ave.   Chatt.  TN 37403 

                                                             MIZPAH WORSHIP, STUDY AND MEETING 
                                  Sundays                         August 21: The Dr. is In! Dr Ruth one-woman show        2:00pm  
                                                                                       Wednesdays                      Mussar    (schedule with Rabbi Lewis)                                       7:30 am 
                                                                                      Thursdays                      Adult B’nai Mitzvah class                                                                                                 6:30 pm 
                                                                                         Fridays                                  Shabbat worship services                                                   6:00 pm  
                                                                       August 5: Shabbat Services and Dinner                          6:00 pm 
                                                                          Tribute to Israeli Schliach Inbal Lev 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        August 12: Tu B’Av: Celebration of Love                          6:00 pm 
                                                                       August 19: Shirei Shabbat: Sabbath of Song                   6:00 pm 
                               Saturdays                                Torah Study    (breakfast prior)                                                      9:15 am                                    
                                                                                                                     Shabbat worship services                                                                                                 11:00 am 
                                     Special Events: August 5th: First Friday Independence Day-Style cookout!! 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 
Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.urj.org 

    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Top row, from left: Austin Center, Rabbi Lewis, Jacque Nodell, Frank Miller, Steve Cohn 

Bottom row, from left: Holly Schwartz, Rachael Ruiz, Vicki Lewis, Beth Thomas 


