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Newsletter 

27 Kislev - 27 Tevet 

December 2021 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

I am aware that by the time you read this, Chanukah will be at least half over… or maybe we 
could say, only half begun? And this statement ties into at least one of the things I am about to 
write. Before you read on, to get to that little nugget of “wisdom,” let me just say, even though 
we will be deep into the holiday early in December when this Newsletter will be distributed, I still 
wish to share some thoughts about the holiday with the purpose of offering “one for each night.” 
For each night, we consider the concentric circles in which we live. Each of us stands in the 
middle, surrounded by layers of community, each one simultaneously being influenced by us 
and affected by us. Each one can be represented by a candle in the Chanukiah, and each night, 
we can consider how we can add light to each one. With each candle, we think about being the 
Shamash, the central helper candle, that causes the others to glow.  
 
The first candle is our MIND. As we light this candle on the first night, we take time to reflect on caring for our minds. 
We can pledge to care better for our mental health, to embrace ourselves for who we are and to take steps to find 
balance. We can commit ourselves to steering away from negativity, the pessimism that makes us see glasses as 
half-full or holidays as half-over. We can talk openly around the holiday lights about loving ourselves, seeing glasses 
as half-full and planning on how to fill them until they overflow.  
 

The second candle is our BODY. As we light this candle, and the circles expand from 
metaphysical to the physical, we can consider how we can be physically healthier 
(maybe after we are done eating latkes and sufganiot.) Jewish tradition teaches that our 
physical health enables service to God, and ultimately service to God comes from the 
way we interact with the world. By caring for our own bodies, we are able to care for 
others. We all have various limitations unique to ourselves, but we also have 
opportunities to recommit ourselves to health with vaccinations, taking appropriate 
medications, getting regular checkups, doing routine exercises, and taking basic steps 
we might delay or neglect, especially during the prolonged period of the Pandemic. 
 

The third candle is our IMMEDIATE FAMILY. As we light this candle, we think about the people closest to us, who 
share our homes, or children or parents who may live in other places. We take time to pledge how we can show 
more love toward them and how we might be more emotionally and materially supportive of them. These are the 
people who are closest to us, who can do the most for us, and to whom we owe the greatest duty of care. We can 
always do more for one another, and on the third night, we can offer them the greatest gift of openly expressing our 
commitment to their on-going care. 
 
The fourth candle is our EXTENDED FAMILY. Much like the subjects of third night, these people are our next line of 
support. Whether these are the families we are born or adopted into, aunts, uncles, grandparents, and cousins, or 
the families we make through marriage or close friendships, we can focus on this fourth night to strengthening these 
familial bonds. 
 
The fifth candle is our CONGREGATION. If you receive this in your mailbox, or email inbox, you are part of another 
wonderful circle that exists just beyond the family. Mizpah is a supportive community of care, not just for spiritual 
needs, but for offering access to our social needs. By choosing to be a part of this community, we commit ourselves 
to the care and well-being of one another. This becomes manifest in the way we help raise and teach each other’s 
children, the way we care for others when they are sick, the way we comfort the grieving, the way we financially 
support the institution, the way we volunteer to set up and clean up at events, the way we care for our building and 
grounds, and the way we exhibit pride, spreading the good name and supporting the mission of our congregation. On 
the fifth night, let us consider ways to strengthen the congregation we love. 
 

 
 

See Rabbi, on  p. 5... 

    Rabbi Craig Lewis 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

          Frank Miller 

 As we approach the end of our secular year, I am reminded of all we have for which to  
give thanks.  We have had a beautiful November with the exploding colors of fall:  the  
oranges, yellows and reds have been amazing!  My wife Pam has started recovering from  
her August back surgery and we are looking at venturing out of the house.  We are thankful to  
all our congregation who supported us in so many different ways.  Thanksgiving has been a  
restful period, catching up with friends and family. 
 
I am especially grateful to our Mizpah Executive Committee and Board who have led our Congregation during the 
past year.  In addition, our committees have been active in many areas of our congregational life. We have new 
energy and initiatives with our committees. We continue to attract new members, which is vital to the long term 
success of Mizpah.  We welcome our new members and encourage them to attend as many functions as possible.  
As Covid hopefully subsides, we can all celebrate our Jewish heritage together. 
 
Now we are into an early Hannukah which we will already be celebrating when you receive this message.  It truly is a 
miracle that we are still here after defeating the Syrian-Greeks so many years ago.  Where would we be without the 
bravery and determination of our ancestors?  We have much to commemorate.  My grandchildren are always 
excited about this holiday.  They are engaged in making Hanukkah treats, lighting candles, and especially opening 
presents.  I only wish they lived closer.  So, I will celebrate this year with my Mizpah family.  Pam and I are looking 
forward to our Congregational Hanukkah party at Camp Jordan on Friday and “Hannukah on the Steps” at Mizpah on 
Sunday.  These should be such fun events and I hope that many of you are able to attend.  See you there…. 
 
Am Yisrael Chai 
The People Israel Lives 
 
Dr. Frank Miller 
President, Mizpah Congregation 

 

MIZPAH SHABBAT TORAH STUDY 
From lower left: Marissa Street, Herb Cohn, Jon Cohen, Amy Cohen, Vicki 
Lewis, James Brown, Steve Cohn, Carol Cohn; not pictured: Tom 
Bledsoe, Beth Bledsoe, Richard Zachary You don’t have to be named Cohn 
or Cohen to attend, but it helps. Rabbi Lewis was enjoying some family time. 
Various others always attend on Zoom.   

FAMILY TRAIN RIDE NOV. 21ST 
From left: Jim, Amelia and Jacque, Hugo, 
Susan, Dana and Sam Banks (not pictured)  
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR EDUCATION COORDINATOR... 

       Susan Caminez 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY AT MIZPAH 

This year we had a great time with a day on the farm going 

on a hayride and getting lost in a corn maze. The weather 

was beautiful. We also had a great time going on the Mis-

sionary Ridge Train Ride together! Looking forward to more 

great times in the New Year! 

 

MHS (Mizpah Hebrew School) 

Our students not only get one-on-one tutoring, but they 

also meet up for Hebrew monthly with Inbal Lev, our Israeli 

shelicha. So far we’ve learned our greetings and our 

numbers when we met at the Sculpture Field to play games 

and fly kites. We learned our Hebrew colors when we went 

to Splatter Room at Pinspiration. We’ll be learning cooking 

terms, parts of our body, nature and animals in the new 

year through fun and engaging ways! 

TECHILAH 

Our littlest learners have had so much fun playing together 

while they learn about Noah’s ark, tzedakah and Chanukah. 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 

We haven’t forgotten our 

oldest students our college 

students. Big care   

packages went out to send 

some “Mizpah love” for a 

belated New Year and just 

in time for Chanukah. 



CARE GIVERS
SUPPORT

GROUP
 

J O I N  T H E  J E W I S H  F E D E R A T I O N ' S

 Meetings at Mizpah
Congregation

Every Wednesday from
1:30-2:30 starting

December 1
RSVP 
Marki Kaim
(423)322-8641
mkaim@jewishchattanooga.com



 
 
 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

December 5 

Cynthia & Dale Powell 

December 10 

Arthur & Robin Gordon 

December 15 

Karen Diamond & Clark White 

June & Robert Collins 

December 19 

Stanley & Helen Smith 

December 20 

Gary & Sally Chazen 

David & Paula Israel 

December 28 

William & Sherie Lefton 

December 29 

Sanford & Elaine Winer 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

December 1 

Zachary Opengart 

December 3 

Amelia June Carey 

December 4 

Helen R. Smith 

December 5 

Laura Grody 

December 7 

Samuel James Levine 

December 10 

Sam Banks 

December 11 

Robert Stahl 

December 12 

Robin Gordon 

Susan Anderson 

December 14 

Elwynn Schwartz 

December 15 

Judy Solovey 

Holly Swartz 

December 16 

Louis Brody 

Donald Weir 

Nora Bernhardt 

Carol Lebovitz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 17 

Keith H. Bell 

December 18 

Lucille Center 

December 19 

River Chenkus 

December 23 

Denis Matzkin 

December 24 

Steven Potts 

Donna White-Dropkin 

Phyllis Mescon 

December 25th 

Victoria S. Steinberg 

December 27 

Sadie Marion Vance 

December 28 

Jason Brown 

December 29 

Jackie Fane 

December 30 

Chris Shkolnick 

Warren Dropkin 

December 31 

Susan Moses 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS—November 28 - January 1 

Nov. 28– Dec. 4 
Aaron Barshay 
Herbert R. Christie 
Antonette   
   Flaggclemons 
Max Feintuch 
Theodore E. Zurett 
Richard D. Goldberg 
Ida S. Mallen 
Irving Phillip Banks 
Irving Friedman 
Edwin Kirzner 
Lawrence Levine 
Gerald Stephen  
   Lyons 
Joseph M. Shalett 
Fannie Cooper 
Fannie Fagenbaum 
Joseph Ginsberg 
Jennie Kushner 
Robert Schneider 
Edward I. Stein 
Marcus Barshay 
Benjamin Eisenberg 
Henry Pearson 
Rose Demby Winer 
Thelma Feinglass 
Dennis Perkins 
Rosa Russ 
Lena Silverstein 
Gene Stevens 
 
 

Dec. 5—Dec 11 
Ethel Harris Miller 
Shirley Ziv 
Melvin Deitch 
Sam Fagenbaum 
Fannie S Goldman 
Hilary Lewis 
Seymour Rosen 
Paul Stahl 
Raymond Val, Sr. 
Shaya Belinskaya    
   Lokshin 
Edythe Gewirtzman 
Lewis E. Hite 
Jud Druck 
LaReva Dunn 
William Israel 
Dorothy Niman 
Martin Nodell 
Robert Alan Appleby 
Bernice Gordon  
   Kauffman 
Robert Irwin Marder 
Sam Pressman 
Herman Cohn 
Carolyn Gordan-Thal 
Estelle Gross 
Arthur Hays  
   Sulzberger 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 12—Dec18 
Maria Etheridge 
Marilyn Sue  
   Greenblum 
Karen Hoenk 
Irene Klein 
Helen Bass 
Sam Rose 
Ruth Rubenstein 
Rose Sadow 
Erwin R. Thal 
Barry Waldman 
Dorothy Appleby 
Irving Levine 
Jerome Lips 
Diane P. Shulman 
David Leon Sirota 
Fannie T. Steinau 
Melvin Bond Thomas 
Stanton Kessler 
Isaac Miller 
Esther Levy 
Julius Pelofsky 
Samuel Stock 
Irwin Zience 
Gail Greenberg Kirk 
Gerald Arnold Orken 
Shirley Orken 
Vivian Lynn Orken 
Steven Alan Orken 
Shirley Collins 
Sidney Rosen 
 

Dec. 19—Dec.25 
Leo Salit 
Kenneth Belle 
Peggy Jonas 
Susan Sachsman 
Doris Wright Shalett 
Rose S. Steinau 
Cathy Waxler 
Jay Goldblatt 
Dr. Harley Ross 
Dora Shavin 
Judy Stoller 
Alexander Krulick  
   Greenberg 
Otis W. Allen 
Lilyan Ettkin Wolkoff 
Leonard Longway 
Henry Lyon Morris 
Max Rose 
Geoffrey Sidney    
   Cohn 
Rita Melnyk 
Tanner Robinson 
Alfred Schulman 
Fletcher C. Little, Sr. 
Paul Schubert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 26—Jan. 1 
Ann Deitch 
Samuel Leonard  
   Leventhal 
Dora Neiman 
Anna Abish 
Gertrude Frank 
Ida Steinberg Gould 
Leo Leventhal 
Samuel Esbinsky 
Ruth Goldstein 
Fred Kann 
Steven Weber Scull 
David Carney 
James DiStefano 
Nettie Rose 
Al Wolff 
Jacob Bach 
Fannie Bach 
Benjamin Bissinger 
Marx Block 
Delphine Block 
Fischer Caroline 
Rebecca Etheridge 
Rabbi E. K. Fischer 
Nina Levin 
Frances Goldman  
   Levine 
Louis Merenbloom 
Elizabeth Raisin 
Simon Steinau 
Fanny Bar Steinau 
William Tepper 

...to Ruth Longway, whose nephew Lucas Longway and his wife Kelly, who 

married (8) years ago, recently converted to Judaism and celebrated a marriage 

renewal ceremony under the chuppah. The “bride and groom” live in Corvallis, 

WA. The ceremony took place at Congregation Beit AM.  

...to Paige (Ginsberg) and 

Evan Pearson, whose daughter Lexi on November 13th became 

Bat Mitzvah. Lexi is the granddaughter of FiFi Ginsberg and the 

late Dr. Joel Ginsberg, and great-niece to Janet Ginsberg Sivils 

(George), pictured here with a certain Rabbi in disguise.  

...to Paula and David Israel who enjoyed a recent road trip to New 

Jersey to visit Rabbi Jimmy Stoloff. Proud Mom is of course 

Bonnie Stoloff Shaw (Bruce).  

...to Joseph Bray whose recent marriage to Jackie Fane was officiated by Rabbi Lewis.  

...to Helen Stapleton, on the birth of her granddaughter Ivy Bordwine on Nov. 21. Proud parents 

are Anna and Alexander Bordwine. 

 

A Hearty Thank You to Tom Bledsoe and Joseph Bray, who handled the AV while Rabbi Lewis 

was out of town. Todah Rabah!   
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Rabbi, from p. 1... 

The sixth candle is our CITY. Chattanooga and the surrounding areas comprise a complex collection of 
neighborhoods and cultures. We all have ways we can help our city to become more beautiful and continue to grow. 
We can work to limit litter. We can reduce pollution. We can help to serve the homeless on our streets. We can 
participate actively in civic life, voting or even volunteering to serve in civic matters. This concentric circle can extend 
to our state, whether a resident of Tennessee or Georgia, or other states where you currently reside. On the sixth 
night, let us openly pledge how we might be good local citizens.  

The seventh candle is our NATION. These are difficult and divisive times in America. We can devote ourselves to 
advancing “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” for all who reside here. We can hold leaders accountable to 
truth and integrity. We can understand patriotism as love for country with the understanding that we strive to be a 
“more perfect union,” which means that we all play a part in upholding the best of our democratic values and 
ensuring that all who live here -  citizen, immigrant, and refugee - enjoy their inherent rights. On the seventh night, let 
us actively advance the freedoms that surpass even the wildest dreams of our early freedom fighters: the Maccabees 
themselves. 
 
The eighth candle is our WORLD. As we light this candle, let us commit ourselves to caring for the planet. We can 
think of ways to slow climate change and care for our natural resources. We can work to slow the global pandemic. 
We can be vocal advocates for protection of dignity of all people wherever they are, the freedoms of women, the 
rights to free speech, the right to live free from fear of harm, and the right to have nutritious food, and drink clean 
water. When we take a global view of the world, we can see there is much work still to be done. We may not be able 
to finish the work, but we are not free to refrain from it. As we light this eighth candle, let us become a “light to the 
nations,” causing the peace we find in ourselves to radiate outward, spreading to every corner of the Earth.  
May you enjoy wonderful and meaningful celebrations. May it be a safe and happy holiday season for all.  
 
Happy Chanukah and have a happy new year.  
 
Rabbi Craig Lewis 
  

SOCIAL ACTION AT MIZPAH  
   I feel so grateful to celebrate the Thanksgiving Holiday with 
family I haven't seen in two years.  I feel especially grateful to 
Mizpah, B’nai Zion and the Federation, along with Mizpah-
member Rose Zulliger for organizing collection, delivery and 
set up of furniture and items for our newest Bridge Refugee 
client. The next apartment should be ready by the week of 
November 30th and we will be able to settle another refugee in 
an apartment. If anyone would like to help settle this second 
family, please contact Rose Zulliger directly, 
rzulliger@gmail.com. In addition, other families who are arriving 
later in December will also be able to benefit from your kind 
generosity. Thank you everyone who participated in not only 
helping our refugees but collaborating as a Jewish Community. 
    We are still collecting scarves through Channukah for the 
Sue Cohn (z”l) "Warming Project" .  Boxes to donate can be 
found outside of the office or the Sanctuary.  These scarves will 
be donated to the Partnership for Families Organization. 
I am pleased to announce that Vivian Hershey will be the point 
of contact for Family Promise next year.  The organization has 
been able to secure a home to house the temporarily homeless.  
As a result, our role will be only to provide meals to these 
families 3-4 times a year. We will be asking for your help in late 
January to provide meals.   
More details to come soon. 
   Finally, to kick-off our 2022 Social Action, I will be having a meeting at Mizpah on 
Thursday, January 20 from 5:00-6:30 pm.  I invite anyone who is interested to participate and 
email me at debradubow@gmail.com if you would like to attend. I wish everyone a very 
Happy & Healthy Chanukah! 
 
Debra Dubow, Social Action Chair 
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

Rabbi’s Discretionary 

In Honor of Rabbi Lewis, for all of the time and 

dedication he put toward preparing Tyler Lincove to be 

a Bar Mitzvah. Thank you for helping to make his day 

more special. 

Aaron & Jen Lincove 

 

For a Speedy Recovery of  

Warren Dropkin 

John & Vicki Steinberg 

Operating 

In Honor of Herb Cohn’s 90th Birthday 

Paul & Brenda Lefkoff 

 

For a Speedy Recovery of  

Sam Banks 

Anita Levine 

 

In Memory of Carol Young 

Ellen Freiberg 

Dear Mizpah Congregation, 
 
On behalf of the entire Giving committee we want to 
thank the Mizpah community for their pledges toward 
our Operating Fund. We are pleased we have done so 
well.  Our goal was exceeded by 6.6 %. 
 
The goal was set BEFORE inflation arrived, however. 
There are still (50) + giving units that we have not 
heard from. We know with inflation:  
**Energy costs are going up (heat, air, electricity,  fuel) 
**Security needs are ongoing with more people and 
activities in the building 
**Our staff needs to be able to grow again since the 
Pandemic closure 
**Professional salaries need to be maintained and kept 
competitive in the marketplace  
 
The word philanthropy comes from the Greek word "to love humanity". We should never lose sight that a 
part of our gift to the Temple's mission is making it possible for the Temple to reach out to humanity in  
G-d's name.   
 
If you have not returned your pledge letter, we are counting on you,  as we do not know when this inflation 
will end.  If you need another form, please let our office know.  We need to hear back from everyone to 
make our Temple a home for all of us who worship there. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bev Coulter 
VP of Annual Giving  
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NOTES FROM YOUR TEMPLE ADMINISTRATOR... 
 
By the time you read this, Thanksgiving will be over, and 
Hanukkah will have begun. We will be having an in-person 
Hanukkah dinner – at Camp Jordan - for the first time in two 
years; hope to see you there. I will be passing on a weekend 
race with Karl to see all of you. Then we will have another 

Hanukkah celebration on the front steps of McCallie with our Fortwood neighbors. It’s a 
good thing Steve spent over 50 hours out there pressure washing it this month. A huge 
shout out for Steve Smith and all he does for Mizpah. We raced again the first Sunday in November. Some 
of the neighborhood grandbabies came out and supported us -  even made me a sign. See below. I 
continue to gain knowledge and get faster, thanks to my wonderful driving coach, my husband. I’m still a 
nervous wreck when I take my first run, but the adrenaline kicks in and you just go with it.  
I  hope you all had a great Thanksgiving and will have a wonderful Hanukkah.                        Angela 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       Angela Rickert 
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

 
Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.mizpahcongregation.org 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

423-267-9771 
 

Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 

 
Frank Miller, President 

President@mizpahcongregation.org 
Angela Rickert, Administrator 

Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Susan Caminez, Education Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
OFFICERS: 
President:                                        Frank Miller 
VP-Administration                          Vicki Lewis 
VP-Programming:                         Paula Israel 
VP-Annual Giving                          Bev Coulter 
Treasurer:                                      Steve Cohn 
Board Secretary:                         Beth Thomas 
Immed. Past President:            Alan Richelson 

BOARD MEMBERS  
Mike Birghenthal 
Max Brener 
Gary Chazen 
Amy Cohen 
Jacque Nodell 
Rachael Ruiz 
Jan Suhrbier 
 

 
 
 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 
Iris Abelson                        Gary Chazen 
Shelton Goldblatt                 David Israel 
Donna White-Dropkin 
 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      
Flossie Weill           Gary Chazen 
Jim Levine                                Sandy Dittus 
 
 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
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Chattanooga, TN 

Permit  

No. 281 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE 

Services are in-person, Livestream, Zoom and FB 
Torah Study is in-person, Zoom and FB 

 
 

 
 
Sundays                                                                 Machanooga                                                                                                                                                                                             9:30 am 
Wednesdays                      Mussar    (sign up with Rabbi Lewis)                                       7:30 am 
Thursdays                    Adult B’nai Mitzvah program                                                                                                                         6:30 pm 
 Fridays                                          Shabbat worship services                                                 6:00 pm     
                                                                     Dec. 3rd: Hanukkah Celebration (Camp Jordan)       6:00 pm                 
                                                                                                           Dec. 5th: Hanukkah on the Steps                                6:30 pm 
                                      17th: Shirei Shabbat: Sabbath of Song                           6:00 pm 
Saturdays                               Torah Study    (bagels and lox prior)                                           9:15 am     
                                                                                                      Shabbat worship                                                                   11:00am 
                                

 
 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 
Office@mizpahcongregation.org 

www.urj.org 


