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Newsletter 

15 Kislev - 16 Tevet 

December 2020  

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

For my money, the best teaching about Chanukah comes from a debate in the Talmud 
about whether we light eight candles on the first night and then one less on each of the 
following nights or we light one night on the first night and add each night until we get to 
eight (or nine of course to include the shamash). The conclusion according to Beit Hillel is, 
“One elevates holiness and does not diminish it. Therefore, we start with one candle and 
add each night, to increase the amount of light in our world (Talmud Shababt 21b). 
 
This may astonish you that I call it my favorite since it does not mention the Maccabees, or 
the Temple, or miracles, or oil. The story and the traditions are important, but apart from 
standing strong against oppression, for which we have many other holidays with the same 
lesson, there would be little to distinguish the meaning of Chanukah… if it were not for this 
one beautiful teaching from Beit Hillel. 
 
“Add holiness and never diminish it.” 
 
I would not mind seeing this on the dreidel (in case you are wondering I would do it this way, De-Maalin Bakodesh 
Ve-ein Moridin, Daled=1/2, Kuf=all, Alef=0 Mem=put one in). Especially this year, as so much joy has been taken 
from the world, the world needs our light. To be sure, 2020 is not a complete write-off. We have found joy differently 
than in the past, but we have not replaced all those things that the COVID pandemic has taken from us—
handshakes, hugs, large gatherings, family meals, birthday parties, and the list goes on and on. Meanwhile, we have 
barely begun to wrap our heads around the pain the illness has wrought and the lives it has taken. Perspective on all 
of these events will come further down the road, and we hope that the promise of an effective and widely available 
vaccine will soon become reality. We are not there yet, and like our ancestors who sat in darkness, dreaming of 
rededicating the Temple, we sit in darkness yearning for a rededication of normal life. In the meantime, we have a 
chance, an obligation even, to add light to the world. Each night of Chanukah, we can place our chanukiot in our 
windows and cast light into the world. We can also add light through gemilut chasadim, acts of loving kindness. Many 
families already make tzedakah and social justice education central to their Chanukah observances. I would like to 
propose yet another special way to add light, one that could be especially meaningful this year. Let us reach out 
intentionally to brighten the lives of people who may be isolated or who are especially hurting right now. Let us strive 
each night to make a call, audio or video to someone who could use some extra light. You do not have to follow this 
pattern, but in the spirit of Chanukah, I have devised eight categories, one for each night: 

 
1. A relative (grandparent or otherwise) who may be socially isolated for any number of reasons. 
2. A member of the Jewish community who may not have family nearby. 
3. A person who has moved recently and is separated from family and friends. 
4. A college student away from family. 
5. A first responder or other type of essential worker. 
6. A medical professional who has been caring for COVID patients. 
7. Someone who is in the hospital, a rehabilitation facility, or who has been convalescing at home. 
8. A person who has recently lost a loved one. 

 
This list could go on. Feel free to add your own, or to repeat any of these. Just spread the light. There is a lot of hurt 
in our world and far too much loneliness. We have an opportunity to diminish the darkness. For this purpose, Mizpah 
will be offering an open “Zoom room” for each night of Chanukah (except the 10th and 13th) where we can light 
candles together. That is a start. There is more we can do as individuals. If during this holiday, we focus our efforts 
beyond our own homes and the candles that are right in front of us, we can add holy light into a world that sorely 
needs it. 
 
May we all have a joyful and sweet celebration of Chanukah. And may our world become filled with light. 
 
Happy Chanukah. Chag urim sameach!  

          Rabbi Craig Lewis 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

Each month, we hope to feature new or recently joined Mizpah members. If you are a recent Mizpah member, we’d 

love to meet you on this page. Please send to the Office a current photo and some brief information about 

yourselves: where you are from, if not Chattanooga, what brought you here, family members, likes and hobbies, etc. 

 

Introducing Kristopher (Kris) Kallies! 

I don't actually live in Chattanooga! I live in Sewanee, TN and work for The University of the 
South as an archivist. I'm 37 years old and originally from Montgomery, Alabama. My most 
recent job was at a museum in Cody, Wyoming, about half an hour outside Yellowstone National 
Park. I enjoy watching movies, good whiskey, football and baseball, hiking and canoeing/
kayaking, live music and playing video games. I live in a tiny house. I'm willing to be active in just 
about anything I'm asked. Just have to allow for the 45 minute drive! 

 

 
Introducing Marissa Street! 
 

I moved to Chattanooga for family and as I have told a few people here, it is one of the top 5 
greatest decisions I've made in my life. I am coming up on two years here and in my spare time I 
read about Beethoven, write about Beethoven, listen to Beethoven's music, and play Beethoven's 
music on piano. I have a cat named Tigger. I also like karaoke. 

As we enter the winter season, the darkest face of COVID-19 is appearing. A number of us 

have experienced the disease; we also have loved ones who have been stricken. Some have 

passed away, and the pain remains with us every day. It is so very difficult to be with our 

friends and family, and not be able to even touch. But now is the time to be most vigilant about 

exposure to COVID. Please maintain physical distancing and please wear those masks when 

out of your home. We are all tired of our isolation, but there is hope soon on the horizon. 

Vaccines will be available in the coming months that appear to be highly effective. Our job is to 

stay COVID-free until we can get the vaccine. Thus for now we are not able to use our beautiful 

sanctuary. My hope is that we will be able to use our facilities in late spring or early summer. We will monitor the 

situation closely. 

We have all been stressed by the turmoil surrounding our recent elections. Some unkind and hurtful words have 

been spoken or written by supporters of both political sides. We now have a President-Elect and it is our duty to 

give him the support he needs to make our country safe and successful. 

 

During this time of pandemic and economic hardship, we all need to work together to heal wounds. What we say 

and write does matter. Hard feelings can persist for a long while. It is time to think carefully before hurtful words 

are spoken or written that cannot be easily retracted. We are one congregation, but we encompass many views of 

the world. Now is truly the time for “Tikkun Olam”. 

 

  Am Yisrael Chair...The People Israel Lives! 

  Dr. Frank Miller, President 

         Frank Miller 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR... 

Hi all! 
 
It has been a long year. Of that, there is no doubt  As we approach Hanukkah, a time of light 
and joy, we now have time for all sorts of things. Hanukkah is a time to create meaningful 
memories with our families, smiles over hot oil and latkes, laughter with dreidels and gelt. There 
will be no parties this year, no in-person community lightings, as we keep social distancing 
rules alive. 
 
Hanukkah can be a time for reflection. “What have I done this calendar year? What can I do 
differently? How am I making Hannukah not just fun, but meaningful?” As we reflect on this 
year of insanity, of quarantine, of Zoom, and of social distance, there’s but one question - there’s 
an end in sight, right? Parents this year have had to wear so many hats, and just one of the many hats serving as 
your child’s teacher, more than ever before.  
 
Hanukkah can also be a time of giving to others. As a child, my parents always made a point that one night of 
Hanukkah, we would receive no gifts. Instead, on that night we would do tzedakah - pick a charity and give to it. 
Around this time of year, social action is so important. Mizpah itself   - our Social Action Committee - hosts our Share 
the Warmth Project and the Rhonda Seeber Menorah Project - to give to others. We will be enjoying them this 
year, but it’s certainly harder to think about the “Action” part of “social action” when we feel stuck in the mud with 
quarantine. 
 
We’ve talked before in Machanooga and Hebrew School of Maimonides’ (Rambam) Eight Levels of Tzedakah. 
Guess what else is associated with the number eight? You guessed it, Hanukkah! Presents aren’t traditional at 
Hanukkah. Certainly, they’ve pushed this holiday into the mainstream so it can compete with Christmas, but they’re 
not essential. Jewish thought is completely wrapped around the idea of tzedek - justice - thus tzedakah is a 
derivative of that. I have a challenge for you and your family. I’ve listed below the Eight Levels of Charitable Giving 
by Rambam. I challenge you to work your way up his “ladder” of charity. While I hope we are all past the eighth level, 
have a discussion with your children. Is there a time that giving was hard for you? Why or why not? And for the 1st 
level, making someone self sufficient is not necessarily something we might be able to do ourselves. Make a plan 
with your family. How can we increase our social action so that we might do that in the future? Each night of 
Hanukkah, make a plan to complete one of the levels. This absolutely does not have to be money that is given. So 
many organizations need our time, our energy, and ideas to keep moving. In quarantine, they are struggling like the 
rest of us. So this Hanukkah, go out and do tzedakah for others any way you can. We’ve heard it on the radio, on the 
TV, and in the newspaper - we’re in this together. 
 

Level 8 — The donor is pained by the act of giving 
Level 7 — The donor gives less than he should but does so cheerfully 
Level 6 — The donor gives after being solicited 
Level 5 — The donor gives without being solicited 
Level 4 — The recipient knows the donor but the donor does not know the recipient 
Level 3 — The donor knows the recipient but the recipient does not know the donor 
Level 2 — Neither the donor nor the recipient knows the other 
Level 1 — The donor gives the recipient the wherewithal to become self-supporting 
 
Upcoming Programming 
 
“Among Us” with Mizpah December 1st 1:30PM 
Join us to play a multiplayer version of one of the hottest games right now! There’s an 
imposter among us, and we’ve got to figure out who is sus. This game is available for 
free on IoS and Android and only $4.99 for a version on Steam. We will need at least 6 
players to play in our own private game, so let me know if you are planning on 
attending! 
 
Hanukkah Candle Lighting on Zoom 
December 11th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th at 5:30PM (note two off nights) 
Come light the candles with your Mizpah Family! Most evenings of Hanukkah at 
5:30PM we will have a Zoom open for us all to light our candles together. We will be 
led by members of our Temple Board, Rabbi Lewis, and Lily Dropkin. Sometimes 
you just need that extra push to light them! 

           Lily Dropkin 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS - MEMORIAL PLAQUES* 

November  29—January 1-2 

Nov. 29 – Dec. 5 
Max Feintuch 
Richard Goldberg * 
Ida Mallen * 
Joseph Koplan 
Irving Phillip Banks * 
Lawrence Levine * 
Irving Friedman 
Edwin Kirzner 
Gerald Lyons 
Reta Ruben 
Joseph Ginsberg * 
Edward Stein * 
Fannie Cooper 
Fannie Fagenbaum 
Jennie Kushner 
Morris Joseph Marder 
Robert Schneider 
Rose Denby Winer * 
Marcus Barshay 
Henry Pearson 
Lena Silverstein * 
Thelma Feinglass 
Dennis Perkins 
Rosa Russ 
Gene Stevens 
Ethel Harris Miller * 
Shirley Ziv 

Dec. 6 - 12 
Melvin Deitch 
Sam Fagenbaum 
Seymour Rosen 
Paul Stahl 
Raymond Val, Sr.  
Shaya Lokshin 
Verlin Pierce 
Ruth Rubenstein 
Edythe Gewirtzman* 
Jud Druck 
LaReva Dunn 
William Israel 
Dorothy Niman 
Martin Nodell 
Bernice Kauffman 
Sam Pressman 
Herman Cohn 
Carolyn Gordan -Thal 
Arthur Sulzberger 
Maria Etheridge 
Marilyn Greenblum 
Karen Hoenk 
Irene Klein 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 13 -19 
Helen Bass 
Rose Sadow 
Erwin Thal 
Fannie Steinau * 
Irving Levine 
Diane Schulman 
Benjamin Eisenberg 
Stanton Kessler * 
Julius Pelofsky * 
Samuel Stock * 
Esther Levy 
Irwin Zience 
Gail G. Kirk *  
Gerald A. Orken * 
Shirley Orken * 
Steven A.  Orken * 
Vivian L. Orken * 
Hilary Lewis 
Shirley Collins 
Sidney Rosen 
Rose Steinau * 
Kenneth Belle 
Susan Sachsman 
Doris Wright Shalett 
Cathy Waxler 
 
 

Dec. 20 - 26 
Robert Alan Appleby 
Jay Goldblatt 
Robert Irwin Marder 
Dr. Harley Ross 
Dora Shavin 
Judith Stoller 
Alexander Krulick    
 Greenberg * 
Estelle Gross 
Henry Lyon Morris * 
Otis W. Allen 
Lilyan Ettkin Wolkoff 
Leonard Longway 
Max Rose 
Alfred Schulman * 
Geoffrey S. Cohn 
Rita Melnyk 
Tanner Robinson 
Sam Rose 
Barry Waldman 
Dorothy Appleby 
Jerome Lips 
Fletcher C. Little, Sr.  
Paul Schubert 
Melvin Bond Thomas 
Ann Deitch 
Dora Neiman 

Dec. 27 - Jan. 2  
Gertrude Frank * 
Leo Leventhal * 
Samuel Esbinsky 
Fred Kann * 
Steven Weber Scull * 
Ruth Goldstein 
Leo Salit 
David Carney 
James DiStefano 
Al Wolff 
Frances Goldman 
 Levine * 
Rebecca Etheridge 
Louis Merenbloom 
Elizabeth Raisin 
Mavlin Brock 
Mae G. Kaset 
Edward Lodge 
Fred Morris 
 
 

 

Mazal Tov to... 

 

Flossie Weill, who enjoys a double Mazal Tov:  
 

 
Flossie was recently named to the board of Roots of Reform Judaism, RRJ. https://
www.rootsofreform.org/, former Mizpah Rabbi Ken Kanter, Rabbinic Director. RRJ was formerly 
known as the Society for Classical Reform Judaism. Their stated mission: “To promote the 
progressive spiritual values and traditions of our American Reform Jewish heritage as the vibrant 
inspiration for contemporary Jewish life, liturgy, and worship.”  
 
Submitted by Donna White-Dropkin 
 
(Editor’s note: This is an impressive website; be prepared to be drawn in to all the fascinating 
articles). Flossie’s “news” is embedded within the Reform Advocate Fall 2020 edition) 

 
 
 
 
Additionally, the Southeast Tennessee Lawyers Association for Women - SETLAW - named Flossie as a 2020 
Lioness of the Bar. The Lioness award honors a local female attorney or judge for “exemplary legal expertise, strong 
community involvement, dedication to SETLAW and furtherance of the careers of female attorneys.” 
 

https://www.rootsofreform.org/
https://www.rootsofreform.org/
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                                                  MIZPAH SOCIAL ACTION PROJECTS 
                                                             Vivian Hershey, Chair 
 
The Rhonda Seeber Menorah Project is upon us. We are collecting packaged socks and 
disposable razors for the Community Kitchen.  For your convenience, a bin will be located 
outside under the awning at the double doors,  where you may deposit your items. 
 
If you are coming to the Sunday, December 13th 5:30 pm Chanukah Drive-In, please bring the 
socks and razors with you. 
 

 
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers for preparing the recent Family 
Promise dinners, as well as the “scarf cutters” for the Sue Cohn Warm 
Scarves Project.  We had the best response ever. Truly, it takes a village and  
Mizpah members are the villagers. Your kind acts make life so much better for those less fortunate. 
 
Please step forward when the call comes.  
Wishing you all a very happy Chanukah and happy New Year. 

 
December 1 

Zachary Opengart 

December 3 

Amelia Carey 

December 4 

Helen Smith 

December 7 

Samuel Levine 

December 10 

Sam Banks 

December 11 

Robert Stahl 

December 12 

Susan Anderson 

Arthur Gordon 

December 14 

Elwynn Schwartz 

December 15 

Judy Solovey 

December 16 

Nora Bernhardt 

Louis Brody 

Carol Lebovitz 

Donald Weir 

December 17 

Keith Bell 

December 18 

Lucy Center 

December 19 

River Chenkus 

December 23 

Dennis Matzkin 

December 24 

Phyllis Mescon 

Steve Potts 

Donna White-  

   Dropkin 

December 25 

Vicki Steinberg 

December 28 

Jason Brown 

December 30 

Warren Dropkin 

December 31 

Susan Moses  

December 4 

David and Evgenya Brodsky 

December 5 

Dale and Cindy Powell  

December 10 

Arthur and Robin Gordon 

December 15 

Bob and June Collins 

Clark White and Karen Diamond 

December 19 

Stan and Helen Smith 

December 20 

Gary and Sally Chazen 

David and Paula Israel 

December 28 

Bill and Sherie Lefton 
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

 

Operating 

In Memory of Carol Young 

Eric and Barbra Snyder 

Jeff Balser 

Cheryl, Allan and Brody Nail 

Max and Susan Brener 

Steve and Bev Coulter 

Sanford and Elaine Winer 

Marlene Glantz 

Shelton Goldblatt and Family 

Chris and Lisa St. Charles 

 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

In Memory of Carol Young 

Rosie Newton 

 

In Memory of Joseph Zuckerman 

Sylvia Zuckerman 

Larry and Sandy Zuckerman 

 

Endowment 

In Honor of Flossie Weill  

James Hobbs  

Mizpah MacAbee’s Hanukkah Drive-In 

Sunday, December 13, 5:30 pm 

Must RSVP—Space is COVID-19 restricted 

Food – Fun – Games -  FM Radio broadcast 

Payment is your RSVP! 

 

 

 

Mizpah Hanukkah Virtual Menorah Lighting 

December 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 (note two days off) 

5:30 pm each evening 

Virtual Lighting each night with Board Members 

Link provided via Email announcements 

Jewish Community Federation Lighting December 10th, 7:30 pm 
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MiShebeirach: Prayer for Healing 

Note: for the week of November 15th. Some names may have been added or removed;  

please follow our weekly email announcements for current names.  

 

Mizpah Members: 

Bruce Lebovitz 

Tracy McCarley 

Rosalyn Vogel 

Gene McNeill 

David Rice 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mizpah Family and Friends: 
 

Shani Tsfoni               David Lips 
Suzanne Bolles             Kailyn Pieter 
Annie Solomon             Les Janis 
Sharon Schwab             Anne Cavett 
Ken Green                Haley Taege 
Christopher Loudermilk        Lexi Finkle 
Benjamin Goldstein          David Feingold 
Jeff Kaplan                Tom Bledsoe 
Evan Breier                  Alvin Beitchman 
Jennifer Greenfield           Jessie Fine  
Leigh Watson                  Burnstein      
Christie Fine               George Fine                                                 
Carolyn Brogden             
Rabbi Daniel Kaiman 
Betty Lipman 

 

 

Mizpah Ongoing Activities 

Please attend your favorite Mizpah activity! 

We offer virtually everything you are used to: 

 

Sundays:         Machanooga                      10:00 am  

Wednesdays:  Mussar                               7:30 am 

                         Hebrew School                     4:30 pm 

Thursdays:     Lunch ‘n Learn                   12:15 pm 

Fridays:           Kabbalat Shabbat services   6:00 pm 

Saturdays:     Torah Study                          9:00 am 

                        Shabbat worship:                 11:00 am 

 

           For Details: www.MizpahCongregation.org 
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 
www.mizpahcongregation.org 

Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
423-267-9771 

 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 

Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 
 

Frank Miller, President 
President@mizpahcongregation.org 

Angela Rickert, Administrator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

ZacharyRA@gmail.com 
 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
May 1, 2020 - April 30, 2021 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Lily Dropkin, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
 
OFFICERS: 
President:                             Frank Miller 
VP Administration:                     Will Melnyk 
VP Programming:                       Vicki Lewis 
Treasurer:                            Alan Richelson 
Board Secretary:                     Beth Thomas 
Past President:                   Alan Richelson 

BOARD MEMBERS / COMMITTEES 

Archives:                             Max Brener  
Development:                      Herb Cohn 
Education:                         Alexis Street 
Finance     Steve Cohn 
Governance:               Richard Zachary 
Membership:                      Barbie Potts 
Physical Properties:         Gary Chazen 
Religious Practice:          James Brown 
Social Action:                Vivian Hershey 
Appointed:                        Jan Suhrbier  
Josh Weiss                   Rose Opengart 
 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 
Iris Abelson                 Gary Chazen 
Shelton Goldblatt          David Israel 
Donna White-Dropkin 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      
Flossie Weill     Gary Chazen  
Jim Levine                           Sandy Dittus 
 
Youth Board Rep:   Carolyn Potts 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
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Chattanooga, TN 
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MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE 
THE MIZPAH BUIDLING REMAINS CLOSED DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 

PLEASE WATCH FOR MONDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FRIDAY REMINDERS 
 

                                            MIZPAH ONGOING ACTIVITIES VIA  

       

Please attend your favorite Mizpah activity. We offer virtually everything you are used to: 
                 
                Machanooga:                        Sundays 10:00 am 
                Black-Jewish Dialogue Online:          January 10, 2021 4:00 pm (connect with Deborah 
                                             Levine at AmericanDiversityReport.com)  

 Lunch ‘n Learn:                     Thursdays  12:15 pm 
 Kabbalat Shabbat services:            Fridays 6:00 pm 
 December 18:                                               Shirei Shalom -  with Amy Cohen 
 Torah Study:                        Saturdays 9:00 am  
 Shabbat worship:                   Saturdays 11:00 am 
 
          Hanukkah Virtual Lighting - 5:30 pm via ZOOM Dec. 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 
                        Hanukkah Drive-In - Sunday, December 13, 5:30 PM 

Visit our website: 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 


