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Newsletter 

1 Tishrei - 13 Cheshvan 

October 2020  

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

      Rabbi Craig Lewis 

As we continue our march into the challenges of 5781, I share with you a condensed from of my  
Kol Nidre comments..  
 
Ayeka? Where are you, where have you been, and where are we going, together? 
After the failed pilot of the television show “Head of the Family,” which eventually became the  
“Dick Van Dyke Show,” the show’s creator and lead actor Carl Reiner was in discussion with 
producer Sheldon Leonard who wanted to do a reshoot of the show. Reiner, who had based the  
show on his own life as a comedy writer with a young family, was afraid it would fail again.  
That was when Leonard assured him, “You won’t fail. We’ll get a better actor to play you.” 
 
Only in Hollywood can someone else play you….  In life, we only we get to play ourselves. That means we have 
to make the most of the chance that we have. In large part, that is the theme of why we are here tonight. 
During the Kol Nidre service, we take stock of who we are, where we have been, and more importantly, where we 
hope to go. Of course, the “where” is not geographical. It is like the story of the Garden of Eden, when God says to 
Adam and Eve, Ayeka, God is asking, “where are you?” God could easily find them. What God demanded was a 
status report, where are you on the journey of your moral development? During Kol Nidre we envision that God is 
asking us, Ayeka? And we need to be ready to answer. You are the only one who can play you, and who can truly 
understand who and where you are. 
 
The Hebrew word for confession is Viduy, which really means “knowing oneself.” For a guide to self knowledge we 
can consider the work of television host, the late James Lipton from “Inside the Actors’ Studio.” His interviews were 
designed to get great actors to reveal the depth of their craft. To do this, he used a set of ten questions, based on the 
Proust Questionnaire which was a Victorian era parlor game named for the French philosopher Marcel Proust. The 
answers were recorded in a confession album. The process allowed people to know themselves and, in the process, 
share their wisdom with others. James Lipton gave us, not a confession book, but a look inside the creative minds of 
so many of our greatest entertainers.  
In the spirit of James Lipton, the Proust Questionnaire, and viduy, truly knowing ourselves, I propose asking 
ourselves these questions. 
1. Who are the most important people in my life? 
2. What are my most important values? 
3. What makes me happy? 
4. What makes me sad? 
5. What gives me hope? 
6. What mistakes do I regret? 
7. What have I done to atone for my mistakes? 
8. What is one thing I want to do but am held back by fear? 
9. What is one truth I wish more people understood about me? 
10. If God wrote my name in the Book of Life, what would be written next to it? 
 
Once we are honest about who we are and where we are, that is when the work begins. The legacy of Congressman 
John Lewis can be a model for us. When he faced the dangers of crossing the Edmund Pettis Bridge, he was an 
exemplar of the Jewish value of bitachon, that is the courage that comes when you know what is right. The status 
quo was untenable, so he dug deep. Change was the only choice. As he marched toward destiny, he would say, 
[knowing my past] set me free and moved my soul beyond fear…” 
  
We hope that at we will never know the high stakes or the dangers John Lewis had to face that day. But we can be 
guided in the knowledge that we do not fear change. The biggest fear, especially on the night of Yom Kippur is the 
fear of no change.  

 
Article continued on  p. 5... 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

Frank Miller 

 
As I compose this note for our next Newsletter, we are at a point halfway between Rosh  
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  We have much appreciation for the efforts of Rabbi Lewis  
and Lily Dropkin for running our Rosh Hashanah service.  The pages of the prayerbook  
were presented on our Zoom service and I found them easier to read from my computer  
than from the book itself.  The music generated by Beth Nichols and Marianna Allen was  
beautiful and moving.  The meshing of the readings with the songs and chants went  
smoothly.  Many thanks to Richard Zachary who coordinated the participants in  
the services.  Richard and his crew also took care of putting up our Sukkah,  
located in the Garden, where we will have an outdoor Succot Service. 
 
A huge thank you to Dana Banks,  Susan Wolf-Schwartz, Vicki Lewis and Amy Cohen who worked  
hard to develop the Yom Tov Goodie Box Project.  Over thirty Mizpah congregants cooked the delicious 
treats that were included in the more than eighty boxes.  Thanks to all for making this a special Yom Tov 
event. 
 
In the meantime the Covid-19 pandemic continues.  We still need to take the precautions of masks, 
physical distancing, hand cleaning, and preferably outdoor meetings.  At this time we do not know when it 
will be safe to get together in person.  We cannot predict when we will open the sanctuary to our usual 
services.  We will watch the situation closely.  In the meantime, Angela Rickert, our administrator, and her 
crew continues to keep the building and grounds in excellent condition.  We will be ready when we can 
open Mizpah to all activities. 
 
Am Yisrael Chai and L'Shana Tova, 
 
Dr. Frank Miller 
President, Mizpah Congregation 
 

 
Each month, we feature our newest members. Barbie Potts, Chair of 
Membership, reports fifteen new members since January. 
 

Reverie Meadows currently attends Tennessee 
College of Applied Technology (Livingston, TN), pursuing two diplomas: General 
Administrative Assistant and Medical Administrative Assistant, and is a member of the 
National Technical Honors Society. Beginning January 2021, she will be working at the 
Upper Cumberland Workforce Developmental Board as a Program Analyst / Special 
Projects. In her free time, she plays Pokemon, Animal Crossing, and Stardew Valley. She is 
learning to play the Kalimba. Wyatt Bumbalough currently works at Averitt in corporate IT. 
Wyatt graduated from Tennessee Tech University with a bachelor's degree in Business 

Management Information Systems. In his free time he enjoys playing Magic the Gathering and Tekken 7 and is an 
amateur film maker.  Rabbi Craig Lewis officiated their wedding September 13, 2020. They have three cats: Biscuit, 
Buttercup, and Clementine. They reside in Cookeville, TN. 

Brett & Susan Caminez recently moved to Chattanooga from New York with their young children, Mila and Hugo. 
Brett, a native New Yorker, earned his Doctorate of Chiropractic from Life University in 
Atlanta. Brett enjoys community charity work, Rotary, BNI and Toastmasters, and practices 
at Wolff Chiropractic in Hixson. Susan, originally from Maine, earned her BFA in Music 
Theatre from The Hartt School, CT and her MA in non-profit arts management from Columbia 
University. She is wrapping up her time (remotely) as a Temple Executive Director in NY and 
is looking for new employment. Mila loves playing with her dolls and is an avid reader. Hugo 
loves Legos and ninjas. They are very excited to become a part of what they were told - and 
has been true - is a "small but mighty Jewish community." They are very thankful for the 
warm welcome, even before they arrived! 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR... 

       Lily Dropkin 

Hi all! 
 
I think I would be remiss if I didn’t take this time to talk about Ruth Bader Ginsberg. No amount  
of words could describe the loss that we feel with her death, and I certainly won’t be able to  
articulate the scope of her inspiration to us all in a short paragraph. 
 
Recently, when assisting a leadership program for girls, we asked what kind of qualities made a  
leader. Of course they came up with the typical answers - Passion, Independence, Perseverance; but they came up 
with some more uncommon answers too. Answers like “Beautiful on the inside”,  or “Someone who is Always there”.  
Next we asked them to pick a female leader that personified some of these qualities. They jumped fairly immediately 
to figures like Rosa Parks, Michelle Obama, and other big names. When asked why they chose them out of others, it 
was clear that they saw little bits of themselves in these leaders. Whether by race, personal background, or just by 
constant exposure to these women, they identified with them, which made them want to be like them.  
  
When I answered the question, I chose Ruth Bader Ginsberg, which upon reflection were for the same reasons! 
Justice Ginsberg fought against prejudice at every turn. When antisemitism was prevalent, she defied expectations 
with passion and perseverance. When women were not legally considered as independent from their husbands, 
when she was not considered for positions due to being a Jewish woman and a mother, she disagreed. In her long 
career as a lawyer and judge, she fought for the equality of all genders. As a Jewish woman myself, it is easy to see 
how I look up to her and identify with her, as did the leadership program young women. 
 
Justice Ginsberg’s legacy does not end with her death. We can continue to teach our children about her, and  all she 
stood for and fought for. One of the best and most rewarding parts of working in a community like Chattanooga is 
getting to shape new young leaders, with the help of volunteers, teachers, community members, and parents. If you 
need resources, I am always happy to share. For younger ages, the Temple owns an amazing book called “I Dissent: 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg Makes Her Mark,” by Debbie Levy. 
 
Upcoming Programming: 
 
Sukkot Havdalah in the Garden October 3rd, 7:30PMWe are opening our sukkah up for our 
first in person event! We will enjoy a socially distanced havdalah in the Sukkah, complete 
with the lulav and etrog. You can also bring decorations from your home to hang to beautify 
our sukkah. This event is RSVP only, with limited capacity, so if you would like to attend, 
RSVP early! We are also offering you all the chance to reserve time in the sukkah! Even if 
you are unable to attend the havdalah, you can call the office and carve out time to have a 
meal in the sukkah with your family.  
 
Simchat Trivia  October 10th, 6:30PM on Zoom 
Join us to celebrate Simchat Torah virtually! We will read the end of Deuteronomy and start the Torah all over again 
with Genesis, accompanied by Pub Trivia led by comedy writer Corey Rittmaster. See INSERT for complete 
information. 
 
Family Havdalah October 17th, 6:30PM on Zoom 
Let’s celebrate the end of Shabbat with another Havdalah, special for Mizpah families!  
This time our theme is Game Shows. Who still watches GSN? If not you better brush up! 
 
Educational Programming 
 
Group Virtual Hebrew School  October 7th, 5:00PM on Zoom 
It’s Hebrew School! In our next group project, we’ll have more fun learning about blessings, Sukkot, and Simchat 
Torah. Group programs will be run monthly, while tutors schedule weekly learning sessions with students. 
 
Machanooga: First Day  October 18th, 10:00AM on Zoom 
Machanooga is returning! Join us on our first day to interact with our amazing teachers, and have an 
amazing first day of class. 
 



October 1 
Stephen Black 
October 2 
Michael Monen 
Thomas Lyons 
October 4 
Marianna Allen 
October 5 
David Rice 
October 6 
Herb Cohn 
Lindsey Dodson 
Lois Kiselik 
Peggy Moore 
Alan Waxenberg 
October 9 
Ryan Val 
October 11 
Cynthia Wolchuk 
October 12 
Caroline Kaplan 
Cheri Spitalny 
Hays Woolcock  
October 13 
Melinda Rosenthal 
October 14 
Zach Beker 
October 15 
Rose Opengart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 17 
Jane Berz 
Mollie Gabelman 
Tracie Gabelman 
October 19 
Melody Hodes 
October 21 
David Long 
October 26  
James Carey 
Lynn Howard 
October 27 
Shelton Goldblatt 
Patricia Ralston 
October 28 
Jonah Hodes 
October 30 
Judith Sachsman 
October 31 
David Brodsky 
Marjorie Goldberg 
Autumn Kelman 

October 3 

Ron & Pam Wiley 

October 8 

Deborah Levine  &    

   Earl Berkun 

October 10 

Marianna Allen &  

   Jason Brown 

Stacey & Tommy    

   Griggs 

October 11  

Ben & Sandy Tabakin 

October 13 

David & Susan  

   DiStefano 

October 15 

David & Bea Long 

October 18 

Alan Richelson &    

   Lynn Howard 

October 20 

Riki Jordan Odineal &    

   Sean Odineal 

October 21 

Richard Zachary & Ruth Longway 

October 26 

Jacqueline Nodell & James Carey 

October 29 

Stephen & Bonnie Black 

October 31 

Val & Stefanie deOlloqui 

 

 

 

    BIRTHDAYS                          ANNIVERSARIES 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ACTION          SOCIALLY DISTANT ACTION              SOCIAL ACTIONS 
 
Our Jewish New Year has just ended with Yom Kippur, a day of fasting and 
contemplation.  Mizpah Congregation has for years held a Food Drive during this time 
of reflection.  As we cannot enter the building, we cannot accept food products 
 
The Food Bank purchasing power: $1 Feeds four (4)      $25 feeds one hundred (100) 
 
Please send your contributions made out to Mizpah - note in the memo: For the Food Bank – 
Mail it to Mizpah Congregation, 923 McCallie Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37403 
 
Any questions? Please call the Office at 267-9771     Those less fortunate thank you.  
 
FAMILY PROMISE 
 
The Church of the Nazarene - adjacent to Jewish Cultural Center - has been kind enough to 
house the Homeless Families.  Our next date is November 1-8.   Mizpah will provide the meals 
for dinner only! You can do this with 2 or 3 others and split the work. Please step up 
for the commitment Mizpah has made for years.  A sign up goes out and you pick the 
date. Please contact me (Vivian) so you can get the sign-up sheet.  The less fortunate thank 
you.      
 
Vivian Hershey    
vivianhershey@gmail.com 

mailto:vivianhershey@gmail.com


 

   

October 10th, 6:30PM  
Corey Rittmaster has decades of experience as a host, improviser, actor, and corporate facilitator. He's appeared on 
several TV shows and numerous commercials. He toured with The Chicago Comedy Company and ComedySportz, as 
well The Second City out of Chicago, performing on Norwegian Cruise Lines. There, on the high seas, he often hosted 

fun game nights, both with the crew and passengers. 
 

An avid trivia fan himself, not only has Corey hosted in-person pub trivia, but he’s also competed on actual game 
shows (Celebrity Name Game, Best Ever Trivia Show, 25 Words Or Less) and even worked a little behind the scenes 

on Master Minds on Game Show Network. 
 

As for the Chattanooga connection, Corey is a lifelong friend of Rabbi Lewis! They’ve attended Bar Mitzvahs, 
Weddings, and even siblings’ simcha together. Rabbi Lewis is excited to introduce you all to Corey! 

 

Join us to read the end of Deuteronomy and the beginning of Genesis 
to fulfill the traditions of Simchat Torah, with Virtual Pub Trivia to 

follow! 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS - MEMORIAL PLAQUES* 

September 27– October 31 

Sept. 27 - Oct. 3 
Jacob Levine 

Maggie Moses 
Lillian Smith 
Shea Thomas 

Priscilla Monen 
Gwen Coulter 

Thomas McKay  
   Bunting 

Nathan Vogel 
Minnie Hudes 

Henry Silverstein 
Esther Levine 
Mas Traeger 

Stephen Michael Baras 
Charles Lob Rosenhein 

Noah Knox Saul 
Evelyn Feldman  

   Sergent 
Aaron Goldfarb 
Sigmund Litoff 

Jean Simon 
Rose Waxenberg 

 
 

 
 

Oct. 4 - 10 
Fred Graf 
Jon Chew 

Adelle Mihalovits 
Fannie Stoloff 
Samuel Bittner 

Clarence Pollock 
Mary Spector 

Minnie Sherman 
Nathan Stoloff 
Ike Benkovitz 

Dora Clein Moore 
Jack Zachary 
Lillian Lehr 

Catherine Fisher 
Ruth Nash 

Mary Susanne Parker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oct. 11 - 17 
Emanuel Feintuch 

Leba Lebovitz 
Sidney David Leo 

Samuel Niman 
Beatrice Berman 

Anne Zachary 
Paul Paper 

Martha Cohn Williams 
Helen Saul 
Nat Kross 

William Fagenbaum 
Joseph Lee Heymann 

Leonard Lewis 
Micah Schklar 

Sherrie Waldman 
Blanche Dropkin 

Mary Lesser 
Bernice Cooper 

Exa Hocher 
Mitchell Nodell 
Maurice Gordon 
Elizabeth Hodes 

Zalman Leiberman 
Bernard Leibowitz 
Dorothy Wiener 

                  

Oct. 18 - 24 
Linda Edwards 
Rose Eisenberg 
Isadore Solovey 

Kitty Allen  
Muriel Pleat 

Irving Brukner 
Sadie Cohen Lips 

Estelle Levin 
Harry Saul 
Israel Long 

Wendy Marlowe 
Ruth Young 

Bernard Cohen 
Adeline Finkle 

Israel Jacob Rechtweg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 25 - 31 
Helen Evans  

       Misenheimer 
Edith Prebul 

Leonard Lewis 
Harry Aaron Salwin 

Sandy Randall 
Freiberg 

Marvin Siskin 
Sadye Rosenblum  

          Angel Eisenberg 
Jacob L. Levine 

Brent Matthew Sirota 
Reba Spiegel 
Joseph Moore 
Betty Solovey 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Mizpah’s Religious Activities Committee wishes to thank 
all our High Holy Day readers, Torah chanters & 
blessers and Haftarah chanters & blessers. We enjoyed 
a world-wide team: USA, Canada and Israel. Who says 
ZOOM is all bad? Also thanks to James Brown, who 
led Adult Meditation, Lily Dropkin, who served as co-
host for all Zoom services, in addition to reading Torah, 
and of course Rabbi Craig Lewis, who created and 
brought to life all the worship, prayer and reflection.  
Next year in the Sanctuary! 

              Sukkot 2020            From left: Scott Israel, Art Lewis, Richard Zachary, Joshua Jorgensen  

Panels sewn and hung by Ruth Longway                                                      Mike Seeber, Roy Rosenfeld, Earl Berkun 
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Rabbi, continued from p. 1… 
 
And I will leave the last word for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Becoming the notorious RBG, with her image on t-
shirts and posters showed us that equality and justice, standing up for the rights of women and minorities can be 
cool, like a rock star. . We should all be so cool. As Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt so beautifully stated in her eulogy, “to be 
able to see beyond the world you are in, to imagine that something can be different - that is the job of a prophet. And 
it is the rare prophet who not only imagines a new world but also makes that new world a reality in her lifetime.” Such 
prophecy may be rare, but the life of Justice Ginsburg showed that the potential, regardless of gender, race, religion, 
size, age, national origin, resides within all of us. 
  
Like Justice Ginsburg, may we always know who we are. Let use the tools and freedoms at our disposal. Let us 
make arguments without being argumentative. Let us make friends out of enemies and pave a path for us to walk 
hand in hand toward a better future. Let us do this not with a thunderous yell, but with a still small voice of a prophet. 
And on this Yom Kippur and the days that follow, let us know the answer to question. Ayeka? Where are you? And 
where do you need to go? 
 
Shalom,  
Rabbi Lewis   
 

The following summary is from Archives Chair, Max Brener, and Will Melnyk, VP-Administration 

MIZPAH’S HOLOCAUST TORAH 

In 1984, Mizpah’s then-rabbi, Ken Kanter, thanks to a contribution by Morton and Marilyn Center, obtained on 

permanent loan from the Memorial Scrolls Trust, London, a Torah from the synagogue in Kromeriz, Moravia, 

Czechoslovakia.  The synagogue was destroyed by the Nazis during World War II. In 1939, the Jewish population of 

Kromeriz was estimated at 257 persons. We recently learned (2020) that at least five family members - included in 

the total of nineteen survivors from Kromeriz - survived the Holocaust. 

The Nazis damaged or destroyed most of Czechoslovakia’s synagogues. They 

collected many Torahs and other Jewish ritual and ceremonial objects from 

Bohemia and Moravia, all of which were sent to the Jewish Museum in Prague for 

cataloging and storage by the Jewish employees. It was believed that the Nazis 

collected the Jewish religious objects for a permanent display representing an 

extinct culture, but this plan has never been documented. The volume of objects 

collected - approximately 1,800 Torah scrolls plus many other objects - required 

forty warehouses for storage. 

Following the Communist coup 

of 1948, these 1,800 Torah 

scrolls were transferred to a 

damp warehouse. In 1957, Ralph Yablon, a London businessman 

and philanthropist, organized the Memorial Scrolls Trust (MST). 

The purpose of the MST was to repair and restore the Torahs and 

distribute them on permanent loan to congregations and other 

organizations that would honor the memory of the lost Jewish 

communities of Bohemia and Moravia. There is a Czech Memorial 

Scrolls Museum located at Kent House, Knightsbridge, London, 

the building that also houses the Westminster Synagogue. Czech Memorial Scrolls are located all over the world, 

most in the United States, followed by the United Kingdom, including Westminster Abbey and the Royal Library at 

Windsor Castle. 

The Mizpah Holocaust Torah will be permanently displayed in our new Kindertransport Memorial Chapel on the 2nd 

floor of the Feinstein Education Wing.  

Max D. Brener and W. William Melnyk 

         Our Holocaust Torah; note the number on the mantle 



6 

DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In Honor of Rabbi Craig Lewis 

Joel Ginsberg 

In Memory of Larry Iserson 

David and Paula Israel  

In Honor of the Eren Kaplan Bar Mitzvah 

Flossie Weill  

In Honor of Frank Miller’s Presidency Term 

Elisa Quinlan Family and Stavchansky Family 

 

 

Operating 

In Memory of Marcus Schwartz Family  

Michael Schwartz  

In Honor of the Birth of Zev Hirsch Matzkin 

Dennis and Susan Matzkin 

MAZAL TOV, GOOD NEWS or THANK YOU to... 
 
...Angela Wilson on the September 19th Cleveland, TN  wedding of her son, Andrew Wilson to Lacie Gaddis. 
Following their honeymoon to the Florida coast, the couple reside in Harrison.  Andrew is an HVAC tech and Lacie is 
in retail food service.  
 
...Cathryn Cohen is thrilled to announce that her 5-year-old great nephew, Evan Breier, successfully had his 
second open heart surgery but has been released from Boston Children's Hospital and is home doing great!  

...Matt and Tracie Gabelman, whose daughter Mollie will become Bat Mitzvah on October 24th at 
10:30 am, via ZOOM.  Mollie is a self-proclaimed friend to all; if you have ever met her, you know 
this to be true. She is the first to volunteer for anything, especially when it involves cooking or 
baking, or helping “Miss Lily.” Her personal commitment to her Hebrew studies during our quarantine 
has been an inspiration to the whole family. She is an avid reader, talented artist and is especially 
good at math. Mollie is currently in 7th grade at Ivy Academy. Her grandparents are David and 
Nancy Gabelman and David and Nancy Jaeger.  Her sister Madelynne is also very proud for her.  

...Mizpah Tom Tov Goodie Box Team: On September 24, over 60 Mizpah families drove through 
the Temple’s parking lot and picked up a box filled with delicious holiday foods. We are so appreciative of those who 
baked challot, kugels, zucchini pies and sweet treats.  Thanks to the following: Carol Cohn, Izzie Goldberg, Donna 
White-Dropkin, Glyn Ruppe-Melnyk, Lindsey Dodson,  Jan Barrali, Jennifer Lewis, Florence Abelson, Susan 
Waxenberg, Brenda Lefkoff, Susan DiStefano, James Brown, Carol Young, Ellen Freiberg, Vivian Hershey, 
Mary Susman, David Temple, Rachel Weir, Lynn Howard and  Sandy Tabakin. Co-chairs Dana Banks, Amy 
Cohen and Susan Wolf-Schwartz 
 
 

 

 

At right - all smiling behind their masks - from left: Dana 
Banks, Vicki Lewis, Susan Wolf-Schwartz, Lindsey 
Dodson, Amy Cohen.  

 

At left: handing off a goodie box, Amy Cohen, Dana 
Banks (under umbrella) and Lily Dropkin, who took 
copious photos.   
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Mizpah is led by Rabbi Lewis, President Frank Miller, a 
Board & Executive Board, plus Trustees for both our 
Investments and Cemetery.  Each month we hope to 
share various Board Reports, to give our members an 
idea of “what we do” and “what’s going on.” Take time to 
reach out to any Board member to get involved, make 
suggestions or ask questions. The complete list of your 

Board is on the last page of this Newsletter.   
Physical Properties 

Gary Chazen 

We have had Feinstein Hall roof inspected and it is in okay condition. We may need to look at replacing it in the next 

7 or 8 years. It needs to be inspected every year. We have a seal broken on our pump in the mechanical room. It is 

also out of alignment; this is being repaired by Cornerstone. As I have mentioned in the past, the art-glass windows 

in the Sanctuary need new covers and the windows behind the bimah need repairs. Estimates for this run around 

$100,000 dollars and needs to be done ASAP.  

Music At Mizpah 
Herb Cohn  
Music at Mizpah on hold. As soon as Covid19 is in the past, we have several very exciting musical events that 

everyone will enjoy. Watch the Newsletter and weekly announcements to keep you informed  

Membership 
Barbie Potts 
It looks like we have had 15 new members join since January. After the holidays, I would like to have a zoom “happy 

hour” or even a socially distant pizza party in the Garden. People can bring blankets and sit with their own families. I 

MIZPAH BOOK CLUB MEETS 

Mizpah Book Club meets virtually on Sunday, October 4th at 4:00 pm. Anyone who wishes 

to join in—even if you have not read this book—can email Amy Cohen at AmyJCo-

hen@gmail.com. This month we are reading “ON All Other Nights,” by Dara Horn.  

How is tonight different from all other nights? For Jacob Rappaport, a Jewish soldier in the 

Union army during the Civil War, it is a question his commanders have already answered 

for him - on Passover, 1862, he is ordered to murder his own uncle in New Orleans, who is 

plotting to assassinate President Lincoln. After this harrowing mission, Jacob is recruited to 

pursue another enemy agent, the daughter of a Virginia family friend. But this time, his as-

signment isn't to murder the spy but to marry her.  

                     ANOTHER NEW MEMBER 

Maybe you recognize the 
two guys on the left, but the 
taller one on the right is 
Stewart Lewis -Stu, as he 
likes to be called. Stu is a 
shared member who zooms 
in for all sessions of Torah 
Study and other Mizpah 
events. Stu lives in Prairie 
Village, Kansas, and comes 
often to Chattanooga to visit 
his son, Craig, daughter-in-

law Jennifer and grandson Eden. Oh, by the way, Craig is 
the Rabbi of Mizpah.  

         SOUND THE SHOFAR 
“And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
a great horn shall be blown;” (Isaiah 
27:13).  

Above: Bruce Shaw  
Right: Shelton Goldblatt & Marissa Street 
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 
www.mizpahcongregation.org 

Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
423-267-9771 

 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 

Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 
 

Frank Miller, President 
President@mizpahcongregation.org 

Angela Rickert, Administrator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

ZacharyRA@gmail.com 
 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
May 1, 2020 - April 30, 2021 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Lily Dropkin, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
 
OFFICERS: 
President:                             Frank Miller 
VP Administration:                     Will Melnyk 
VP Programming:                       Vicki Lewis 
Treasurer:                            Alan Richelson 
Board Secretary:                     Beth Thomas 
Past President:                   Alan Richelson 

BOARD MEMBERS / COMMITTEES 

Archives:                             Max Brener  
Development:                      Herb Cohn 
Education:                         Alexis Street 
Finance     Steve Cohn 
Governance:               Richard Zachary 
Membership:                      Barbie Potts 
Physical Properties:         Gary Chazen 
Religious Practice:          James Brown 
Social Action:                Vivian Hershey 
Appointed:                        Jan Suhrbier  
Josh Weiss                   Rose Opengart 
 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 
Iris Abelson                 Gary Chazen 
Shelton Goldblatt          David Israel 
Donna White-Dropkin 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      
Flossie Weill     Gary Chazen  
Jim Levine                           Sandy Dittus 
 
Youth Board Rep:   Carolyn Potts 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Chattanooga, TN 

Permit  

No. 281 
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MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE 
 THE MIZPAH BUIDLING REMAINS CLOSED DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 

 PLEASE WATCH FOR MONDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FRIDAY REMINDERS 
 

                                            MIZPAH ONGOING ACTIVITIES VIA  

       

Please attend your favorite Mizpah activity. We offer virtually everything you are used to: 
• Lunch ‘n Learn:                    Thursdays 12:15 pm 
• Kabbalat Shabbat services:                Fridays 6:00 pm 
• October 16 Shirei Shalom  
• Torah Study:                          Saturdays 9:00 am 
• October 24: Mollie Gabelman Bat Mitzvah  
• Shabbat worship: (Bat Mitzvah on 24th)    Saturdays 11:00 am 

 

Special Events: Havdalah in the Sukkah - October 3rd—7:30 pm Please RSVP  
Black-Jewish Online Dialogue - October 15th - led by Deborah Levine 4:00 pm 

Simchat Torah Trivia October 10th  Family Havdalah October 17th 

Visit our website: 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 


