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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

      Rabbi Craig Lewis 

Some of the most important words in our service are words we likely do not often think about. We sing 
them every week, but mostly, when we hear them, our thoughts are, “The service is almost over.” It is 
not unlike how we grow up thinking “Adon Olam” means, “Fold your tallis.” Of course, as we learn  
in adulthood, the song has nothing to do with folding a tallis; we know it means something more  
profound, but at that point in the service, not too many of us are truly thinking, “God was, is, and shall  
be crowned in glory… God is with me therefore I shall have no fear.” Those are rather profound  
words to say as we seek the exits, and so are these incredibly important words that we find, as our  
stomachs yearn for kiddush, at the end of the Torah service—“chadeish yameinu kekedem.” They  
mean, “Renew our days as at first.” It may not be clear why I consider these words among the most 
important in our worship. Like many prayers, even in English translation, it is hard to understand what 
they really mean. “Renew our days kekedem” is literally a request that we return to the earliest days of 
creation, paradise in the Garden of Eden. Considering that we generally accept that life has been drastically improved since 
those days of no clothing, no technology and no social life beyond the one other human and an assortment of animals, it is no 
wonder those words go unnoticed. Also, considering the Reform movement’s preference for a messianic age when we fulfill the 
ideals of Eden, absence of strife and violence, instead of a real return, we can understand how we consider them little more than 
poetry. However, not far beneath the surface, there is meaning that has defined the heartbeat of the Jewish people from our very 
beginnings—innovation. In addition to “origins,” “kedem” can also be directional, meaning “eastward.” Since our ancestors 
journeyed eastward in the wilderness, “kedem” has also come to mean moving forward. 
 

Emerging from the Garden of Eden marked our first tastes of the fruit of knowledge. It was the beginning of technology, the 

awareness of self-preservation and the drive to maintain our species. Emerging from the Garden, we became true partners with 

God as caretakers for creations rather than guests with all things provided. What we mistakenly read as calamity every year is in 

truth the spark of ingenuity. So, when we pray, “Renew our days,” it means let us respond to this time with creative drive. 

Therefore, Kekedem is not a yearning for a time or place; it is a yearning for the forward-thinking state of mind that has allowed 

every generation to overcome great obstacles, creating an even better reality. The phrase “Chadeish yameinu kekedem,” comes 

from Lamentations (5, 21), in which our ancestors were responding to the fall of Jerusalem. Lament turned into resolve as 

Judaism remade itself in exile until we again returned to Jerusalem, building a Temple more spectacular than the one before. 

The Second Temple would eventually fall, and mourning would give way to innovation as rabbinic Judaism took hold, allowing us 

to thrive these past 2,000 years in the Diaspora. Since then, we have built and rebuilt our communities, formed and reformed our 

traditions, adapted and re-adapted attitudes about gender equality, interfaith understanding and outreach to the expanding 

varieties of Jewish families. Praying to “Renew our days as at first,” is a weekly nod to Jewish adaptability and resilience that 

caps our yearning for the wisdom and strength that have brought us to this point and can carry us - as they have before - into a 

better future. 

In the past few months, Jewish communities around the world have had to re-invent the way we do everything. While no one 

would have ever sought these awful circumstances, we maintain hope, that like the first days, the challenges will lead us to an 

even better way of living. Maybe Zoom, when it becomes an option rather than an obligation will augment the way we pray and 

teach. Maybe the value of “Loving your neighbor” will forever be intensified - as wearing masks, observing social distance and 

finding new ways to look out for each other - have kept that value constantly before us. These are indeed historic times, and 

things are changing as they always have. And here in Chattanooga, under the roof of Mizpah congregation, we are about to 

experience another historic change as B’nai Zion will share our building. It may not be a “forever” solution, but it is a wonderful 

solution with future possibilities. The necessity was brought about by circumstances that no one wanted. The ingenuity of our 

leadership is creating a partnership that will ultimately bring our Jewish community closer together. Though we say goodbye to 

the past, we respond to the present, and hope for the future. As we embark on this unfolding chapter of Jewish history, we pray 

here in Chattanooga and around the world, “Chadeish yameinu kekedem.” Renew our strength to respond as we have in the 

past, and may our response always carry us forward. 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Lewis 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

 Frank Miller 

My initial month in office has flown by. We have conducted our initial Board meeting in which we  
considered a number of important issues. We approved a one-year agreement with B’nai Zion for  
usage of our building until their congregation can determine future plans. We have found  
space above Feinstein Hall where B’nai Zion can place offices and we have developed plans on  
how to share the areas in which to hold services. We want the congregants of B’nai Zion to feel  
welcome. 
 
Will Melnyk, VP of Administration, has taken responsibility for developing the Kempner- 
Birghenthal Kindertransport Chapel with funds provided by the Birghenthal family. This chapel, in a space 
above Feinstein Hall, will memorialize Mike Birghenthal’s grandmother Margot Kempner who survived the 
Holocaust by means of the Kindertransport. See photo on insert. Vicki Lewis, VP of Programming continues 
to bring new programs which will be accessed by Zoom and LiveStreaming. She continues to develop more 
programs of interest to the Congregation. Alan Richelson, Treasurer, has spent many hours completing forms 
to obtain a PPP (Payroll Protection) Loan. He has been successful, and will remain busy documenting all of 
the requirements needed for loan forgiveness. Rabbi Craig Lewis continues to lead services, Torah Study, 
Lunch and Learn, and other meaningful activities to enhance our Jewish experience. Lily Dropkin continues 
to develop programs interest to our families and  younger congregants. 
 
When will we open our building for activities? The Executive Committee, Board and Rabbi Lewis continue to 
watch for COVID-19 activity in our area and will follow CDC and State recommendations. We really want to 
open up and see one another again, but we want to do so only in a safe manner. At this time, we expect the 
building to remain closed through June. We will monitor events closely and we look forward to a grand re-
opening. In the meantime, we send a virtual hug to the entire Congregation.  
Am Israel Chai 

Dr. Frank Miller 

President, Mizpah Congregation 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR DIRECTOR FOR YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMMING 
As we start to plan our next year of educational programming, there is so much to 
consider. How do we create an engaging program that you and your children like and 
want to be a part of? What are the things that we want our students to learn, and to 
come away with as they grow up in a Jewish setting? These questions guide 
everything we do, but we need your help. I know what I’d like our Jewish children to 
learn and value, but these things most likely differ for you and your family. So I’m 
giving you some homework! I’d love to hear from each and every one of you through 
phone or email. If you prefer to answer anonymously there will be a feedback survey 
going out in the coming days that you can answer online.  
Your Questions Are: 

1. What “Jewish” activities does your family do at home? Has this differed during the quarantine? 
2. Do you attend services and programming? Why or why not? 
3. What sort of programming attracts you to Mizpah? 
4. Are Jewish holidays celebrated in your family? Do you find them important for your children to know? 
5. What “Jewish” cultural aspects do you want your children to feel comfortable with? 
6. What is the most important “Jewish” thing that you’d like your children to know? 
7. How can we make our programming more engaging for your family? 
Is there anything else you’d like to share, or for us to know? 
 

 See INSERT for upcoming Family and Youth Activities 
 
 

 
 
 

              Lily Dropkin 

SOCIAL ACTION UPDATE No events planned for the summer months.  We are looking for 
new ideas and suggestions: long term or a single project. We have our tried and true 
programs, most of which are during the fall/winter. If you have a passion or desire to make 
this a better world, please call me to join. Vivian Hershey, Committee Chair 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS - MEMORIAL PLAQUES* 

May 31-July 4  

May 31-June 6 
Samuel Hershey 
Irwin Perlman 
Shye Rubenstein 
Donald Stein  
Jeanne Tabakin 
Norman Sam Abrams 
Morris Fagenbaum 
Minnie Roth 
Jeff Breazeale 
Ray Hasden 
Wolfe Lefkoff 
Lena Wassman  
Eugene Dropkin 
Sasha Harriman 
Ted Kopkin 
Isadore Richelson 
Syble Mae Ruppe 
Samuel George Gabriel 
Walter Adams 
Ben Susman 
Morris Wolff 
Marilyn Zuckerman 
 
 
 
 
 

June 7-13 
Louis Levine 
Harry Brandt 
Sara Roth Gordon  
Myron Kushner 
Jay Sadow 
Harry Wise, Jr.  
Allen Katzman 
Ivey Katzman 
Aaron Levine 
Abe Borisky 
Raymond Effron  
Helen Landau 
Sandra Lennard 
Sidney Marks 
Phyllis Lee Kirk 
Joe Prebul 
Ann Poss 
Linda Ronan  
Robert Brener 
Louis Fagenbaum 
Rollea Follick 
Edgar Sachsman    
 
 
 
 
 

June 14-20 
Etta Prendergast 
Marjorie Cohn 
Norman Etheridge 
Sally Hershey 
Sylvia Lorraine Cohen 
Annetta Hatcher White  
Suzanne Cohn 
Jay Lewis Levine 
Esther Mollie Marder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 21-27 
Morris Greenblum 
Lawrence Rubenstein 
Harry Weill 
Wendy Kanter 
Abe Levine 
Flora Weber 
Judy Snyder 
Marcelle Weill 
Florence Barack 
Rebecca Greenblum 
Rita Soroko 
Mose Lebovitz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 28-July 4 
Abram Lewis 
Edward Berger 
Pearl Lewis 
Daniel Weintraub 
Marilyn Rafal 
Harry Monen 
Saul Abish 
Victoria Brodsky 
K.H. (Henry)    
   Haesloop 
Lillian Brody 
Anne Kiselik  
   Friedman 
Blanche Bisen 
Marjorie Brener Siegel 
Sarah Hones 
Ronald Kiselik 
Isidore Lander 
Barry Parker 
Dina Solovey 
Harold A Schwartz, Sr. 
Julius Kushner 
Pearl Lewis 
Ida Litoff 
Isidor Shavin 
 
 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 
DONATIONS RECEIVED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH 

Archives   Building  Capital Campaign  Cemetery    Educator   Endowment   Flower   Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses   Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine    Leadership Development    Library   Miller/Lefkoff   

Marks Memorial    Mazon (Feed the Hungry)   Miller/Schwartz   Music    NFTY (Youth Group)   Operating 
  Oneg  Prayer Book   Physical Property    Religious Activities  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    

Rabbinic Endowment  Rita Russ Speer   Religious School   Social Action    Staff Support 

 

Operating  

Honor of John Miles Birthday 

Shelton, Taylor and Ethan Goldblatt 

In Honor of Alan Richelson and his term as President 

Myra and Milko Pesa 

 

Garden of Life 

In Memory of Faith Minnen 

Jan Jacobs 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In Honor Rabbi Lewis 

Steve and Bev Coulter 

In Honor of Funeral Services Rabbi Lewis Performed 

Karen Shavin 

BETH NICHOLS CONCERT 

Mizpah Shabbat pianist and High Holy Days organist Beth Nichols will present a free 

concert on Tuesday, June 9th at 6:00 pm, via ZOOM video. For details, watch your Mizpah 

Monday announcements. Beth feels gratitude for the support she receives from Mizpah and 

wishes to “give back.”  Thanks go out to our VP-Programming Vicki Lewis for making this 

happen!  



 

MIZPAH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

MIZPAH CONGREGATION WILL CREATE A KINDERTRANSPORT MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
  
Thanks to a very special donation from 
the Birghenthal Family, the upstairs 
“children’s chapel” in Feinstein Hall will 
be moved across the hallway, undergo 
complete renovation, and become a 
memorial to the famous 
“Kindertransport” effort. See photo at 
right.  The Kindertransport (German 
for "children's transport") was an 
organized rescue effort that took place 
during the nine months prior to the 
outbreak of the Second World War. 
The United Kingdom took in nearly 
10,000 predominantly Jewish children 
from Nazi Germany, Nazi 
occupied Austria, Czechoslovakia and Poland, and the Free City of Danzig. The children were placed in 
British foster homes, hostels, schools and farms, from which some were then relocated to homes of family 
members in free Europe. Often these children were the only members of their families who survived the 
Holocaust.  There is a special connection to the Mizpah family, as described on p. 2 of the President’s article.  
  
The new Kindertransport Chapel will serve as an important teaching tool for our congregation and 
community, and provide Mizpah with additional worship space options, for adults as well as children, as we 
embark upon our new adventure of sharing space with B’nai Zion Congregation. This will add a new focus of 
hope as we look forward to the eventual reopening of our building. 
  
A committee chaired by Will Melnyk has been formed to begin the work.  Watch for more exciting details in 
the weeks ahead! 

    
   
At left, Dana and Sam Banks 
spending quality quarantine time at 
home by putting up frozen Vidalia 
onions. I assume Sam is wearing 
goggles to protect his eyes from the 
onions and not from Dana.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cathryn Cohen, pictured at right in full COVID-19 regalia, sends this message: 
 

“You can take me off the Mi Shebeirach list - I'm doing great! I worked twelve 
straight days in Ft O., ending Friday - Oy Vey - and I now start in Savannah 
(GA) tomorrow. Just no heavy lifting. Please send this as a greeting to all my 
Mizpah friends and family! This is Shalom and never good-bye.” 

(Editor’s note: Cathryn and Art have moved to Savannah, GA,) 



 

YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMMING 

 

 

Havdalah 

June 13th, 6:30 PM 

This Havdalah is aimed for children, and our theme for this one is Nature!  
Go out to your backyards for this one, and we will get some sunshine and do 
some nature themed activities in addition to ending Shabbat with a bang. 
 

 

 

 

 

June 27th, 6:30 PM 

This Havdalah is open to the whole congregation. Join Mizpah as we say 
goodbye to another Shabbat, with a virtual oneg to follow.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Crafting with Kehillah 

June 17th, 5:30 PM 

Bring a beverage and your favorite hobby - painting, knitting, sewing, 

art, photography, etc  -  and do it together and kibbitz. It’s a great 

way to get some motivation for your hobbies and to see friends. 

 

 

  



June 1 
Marilyn Center 

Gary Lander 
June 2  

Maral Rahmani 
Richard Zachary  

June 4  
Debra Dubow 

June 5 
Lindsey Monen 

June 6 
Boris Belinskiy  
Malcolm Brown 

Vivian Fine 
June 7 

Alvin Hodes 
June 8 

Lee Abelson 
June 9  

Charles Dupree 
June 12 

Eden Lewis 
Tyler Lincove 

David Poss 
June 13 

Kristen Joels 
Kary Klein 
Art Lewis 

Bonnie Stoloff 
June 15 

Robert Berger 
Anita Levine 

June 16 
Bonnie Black 

Vivian Hershey 
June 17 

Olivia Diamond 
Charles Joels 

June 20 
Marilyn Goler 
Sherie Lefton 

June 21 
Ival Goldstein 

June 22 
Judith Mackler 

June 23 
Joyce Thomas 

June 24 
Louise Kushner 

June 26 
Richard Alan Waxler 

June 27 
Melanie Ruth Val 

June 29 
Donald Reising 

June 30 
Beverly Coulter 

Sandy Dittus 
Jeffrey Gefter  

 

June 2 

Ted and Cora Feintuch 

June 4 

David and Sherin 

June 6 

Steve and Barbie Potts 

June 7 

Jonathan and Leigh Speal 

June 10 

Bob and Nora Bernhardt 

Irvin and Judy Pressman 

June 12 

Chaim and Ronni Charyn 

June 13 

Bruce Shaw and Bonnie Stoloff 

June 14 

Sam and Dana Banks 

Howard and M. J. Levine 

Donald and Laura Reising 

June 16 

Bob and Leta Berger 

June 20 

David and Janis Kelman 

Dennis and Susan Matzkin 

June 23 

Wes and Niki Hasden 

June 24 

Larry and Carol Young 

June 29 

Ken and Ellen Hays 

Stan and Rosalyn Vogel 

 

    BIRTHDAYS                          ANNIVERSARIES 
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 
www.mizpahcongregation.org 

Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
423-267-9771 

 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 

Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 
 

Frank Miller, President 
President@mizpahcongregation.org 

Angela Rickert, Administrator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

ZacharyRA@gmail.com 
 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
May 1, 2020 - April 30, 2021 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Lily Dropkin, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
 
OFFICERS: 
President:                          Frank Miller 
VP Administration:                  Will Melnyk 
VP Programming:                   Vicki Lewis 
Treasurer:                        Alan Richelson 
Board Secretary:                 Beth Thomas 
Past President:               Alan Richelson 
 

BOARD MEMBERS / COMMITTEES 

Archives:                                       Max Brener  
Development:                                Herb Cohn 
Education:                              Alexis Chenkus 
Finance               Steve Cohn 
Governance:                         Richard Zachary 
Membership:                                Barbie Potts 
Physical Properties:                    Gary Chazen 
Religious Practice:                     James Brown 
Social Action:                          Vivian Hershey 
Appointed:                                     Josh Weiss  
                                                    Jan Suhrbier 
                                                Rose Opengart 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks              Board Representative 
Iris Abelson                            Gary Chazen 
Shelton Goldblatt                      David Israel 
Donna White-Dropkin 
 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz                  Board Representative                      
Flossie Weill   Gary Chazen     Jim Levine            
                     Sandy Dittus                               
 
YOUTH BOARD REP      Carolyn Potts 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
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MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE 

 THE MIZPAH BUIDLING IS CLOSED DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 
 PLEASE NOTE WEEKLY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 ACTIVITIES OFFERED ON LIVESTREAM OR ZOOM 

 
 
Wednesdays    Morning Mussar Class                                                               7:30 am 
Thursdays      Lunch ‘n Learn with Rabbi Lewis and Lily Dropkin                                           12:15 pm 
Fridays        Oneg / Kabbalat Shabbat Services                                                  6:00 pm 
         June 19: Shirei Shalom: Sabbath of Song and Meditation; Chardonnay Shabbat Oneg          6:00 pm 
Shabbat       Torah Study                                                                      9:00 am 
         Shabbat Worship Services                                              11:00 am 
 
                  Note: Each Shabbat worship service features song leader Amy Cohen or Marianna Allen—LIVE!         

                                       

Visit our website: 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 


