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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

The holiday of Passover is spilling over into April, and meanwhile, April heralds the opening of 
baseball season. How do these things go together? Aside from my childhood memories of 
smuggling Matzah into Royals stadium, these two events go together more than one might 
realize. Along these lines, a memory stirred during a recent session of Machanooga. Students 
were going to be making matzah in their kitchens under the Zoomed guidance of our shelichah 
Inbal. She asked if they all had their rolling pins, and seeing kids waving their rolling pins in 
front of their computer cameras, I remembered the time I was invited to see an “Original Rules” 
baseball game. Men and women dressed in 19th century garb played in an open field. Many of 
the women who came to bat actually used rolling pins to swing at the ball. Apparently, this was 
how the game was played before Honus Wagner was even a thought in his parent’s heads. As I 
saw children with rolling pins and thought of old-time baseball and its rolling pins, I was awed by wonders of Jewish 
tradition. Like baseball, which evolved into its current form as a game, with specialized equipment and detailed rules, 
which is fun to watch or play, but which barely resembles its original form, so too has Judaism become something 
delightful, far removed from the days of the Temple with its sacrifices. The modern baseball bat, whether Louisville 
Slugger or Rawlings is a remembrance to the original wooden beams and household implements used in the days of 
the game’s origin. In Judaism, the Passover seder has been a mechanism for having a foot firmly planted in the past, 
while the other stands in the present, even pointing to the future. The shankbone and the roasted egg are 
remembrances of the Passover offering, which we can no longer practice, but which we still enjoy. They rest before 
our eyes, as we recite the blessings and tell the story, striving in the moment to understand the meaning of the holiday. 
Even newer innovations, the red beet for vegans, the orange for inclusion, the Zoom reminder that our desire to be 
liberated from narrow spaces are all rooted in the symbols of the past. A sumptuous Matza lasagne is something 
Moses would have never recognizes, but in any form, is a reminder of the original rules—flour, water, no rising—that 
began with a rush to liberation and eventually to bread consumed with a sacrifice. We stand in both times at once, and 
as our lives bridge that gap, we learn about ourselves and how our tradition teaches us to interact with the world. So 
essential is this idea, that the Central Conference of American Rabbis titled their textbook for Introduction to Judaism: 
Honoring Tradition, Embracing Modernity. While the editors offer no direct statement on the title, it does directly 
reflect the 1885 Reform Statement of Principles, also known as the Pittsburgh Platform. In the following excerpt, we 
see how, in Judaism, past and present garner equal reverence, and one does not diminish the other. 

 

“We hold that the modern discoveries of scientific researches in the domain of nature and history are not antagonistic 
to the doctrines of Judaism…. We recognize, in the modern era of universal culture of heart and intellect, the 
approaching of the realization of Israel’s great Messianic hope for the establishment of the kingdom of truth, justice, 
and peace among all men… We recognize in Judaism a progressive religion, ever striving to be in accord with the 
postulates of reason. We are convinced of the utmost necessity of preserving the historical identity with our great 
past.” 

 

As April advances, and we continue to reflect on Jewish past, near and distant, and look ahead to the Jewish future 
which begins now, may we always strive to honor our tradition as we embrace the developments we continue to make. 
May it continue to be a progressive religion that preserves historical identity. And may we find inspiration in the next 
six months and all 162 games, as the grand old game of baseball, like Judaism, provides a taste of the past while 
thrilling us in the now. 

 
 
 
Shalom, 
Rabbi Lewis 

    Rabbi Craig Lewis 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

Each month, we hope to feature new or recently joined Mizpah members. If you are a recent Mizpah member, please send to the Office a 
current photo and some brief bio information. 

             
Marc and Ariel Epstein Pollack . . .In their own words . . . 

Ariel Epstein Pollack grew up in Auburn, Maine, received her Bachelor’s of Arts in Music from the University of 
Southern Maine, her Masters in Child Life from the University of La Verne, and has spent many years working as a 
teacher for students from pre-school through high school as a paraeducator.  She has performed all over the world 
with a group called Up with People and has played with various orchestras and 
concerts bands across the country. Marc Pollack grew up in Ventura, California, 
received his Bachelor’s of Science in Microbiology from the University of California, 
Davis, his Masters in Bioscience from the Keck Graduate Institute, his PhD in 
Microbiology from UC Davis, and currently works as a microbiologist with Zeco, Inc., a 
food safety company in Chattanooga. He has also been coaching speech and debate 
for many years. They met at the Claremont, California Hillel, have been happily married 
for over 8 years, and have recently adopted Cooper, a maltese-poodle mix puppy, to 
round out their family. 

 

 

My cousins Irv Miller and Ivan Lefkowitz each separately sent me a copy of a true story from 

WWII.  A B-17 bomber was hit repeatedly by shells from Nazi antiaircraft guns, but none 

exploded, even when piercing the fuel tank.  The pilot went to collect a shell as a souvenir of 

his good luck, and he was told that eleven shells were found in the gas tanks.  None had 

exploded…a true miracle.  The shells were sent to armorers to be defused, but no explosive 

charges were found.  In one shell was a note in Czech translated as follows: “This is all we can 

do for now….  Using Jewish slave labor is never a good idea.” 

 

This has had me thinking about the survival of the Jewish people.  How many times have we been taken as slaves, 

but we are still here?  At Pesach we celebrate our deliverance from slavery in Egypt.  That is our classic story of 

Jewish slavery.  We often forget that we were taken as slaves to Babylon and to Rome after the destruction of the 

Temples.  It was the labor of Jewish slaves taken from the land of Israel that built the Coliseum in Rome, and it was 

paid for by the spoils from the treasures of Jerusalem.  No wonder the Coliseum has lasted so long. 

 

The civilizations of ancient Egypt, ancient Babylon and ancient Rome no longer exist.  The Thousand Year Reich is 

destroyed.  Yet we are still here, living and worshiping as Jews.  This fact always astounds me. 

 

It reminds me of the importance of celebrating our holidays and traditions so that we know who we are.  Passover is 

occurring now to remind us of how we escaped one episode of slavery.  We must not forget that we are survivors. 

 

Shavuot is around the corner.  Rabbi Lewis has organized an 

outstanding twelve hours of activities and educational courses.  There 

will be something for everyone.  Please join us virtually for something 

that interests you.  Then thumb your nose at the latest of our slave 

masters and tell them “We are still here!” 

 

Am Yisrael Chai. 

The People Israel Lives. 

 

Dr. Frank Miller  

         Frank Miller 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR... 

Hi all! 
We are so close to closing out the end of this school year; only one full month of school left!  
I have spoken all year about what has made this year different from all others, and there is no 
better time than Passover to examine this, as we celebrate our second holiday in quarantine. 
Let us ask four questions for a pandemic, since during our seder we are supposed to question 
and learn from others.  There was the big one “Why on this year do we learn on Zoom, rather 
than in a classroom?” There were questions such as “Why on this year do we wear a mask for 
the plague, rather than our traditional ten?” There was even a question that was just about the 
same--” Why on this year do we recline while praying, learning, and eating?” and this one is in 
concert— “Why is my parent standing right next to me while I Zoom into things?”  
 
This pandemic has been such a learning experience for all us--not just in how to collate programming on Zoom, but 
even on little things, like new skills, new priorities. At the beginning of the pandemic, our worry with Jewish education 
was not students backsliding in their knowledge. Rather, we were mourning the loss of our feeling of community. 
Chattanooga has a small Jewish community. We can absolutely not afford to let our relationships with other Jewish 
families and children languish while we cannot see them in person. So when you see social programming, shortened 
educational time, it is this way for a reason. We approached this year with the intentionality of maintaining Jewish 
relationships. And I for one, think that we have succeeded. Many of you have made a new Jewish friend. We have 
welcomed new individuals into our community, even those who do not live physically close to Chattanooga. And we 
are all in a very special group, no matter what we do. We are the Jews of Chattanooga, and we are strong and 
connected. 
 
 
Upcoming Programming 

Mazel Tots on Zoom 

April 10th, 10:30AM 

Join us for a shortened, musical service, special for our toddlers, babies and their 

parents! We will have music and dancing with some at-home instruments. 

 

Minecraft with Mizpah 

April 18th, 1:30PM 

Do you or your children play Minecraft? Join us on a cooperative server as we 

work together to build our own town, Mizpah-style. You must have your own copy 

of the game to play with us. 

 

Youth Shabbat at Greenway Farms 

April 23rd, 5:30PM 

Join us for a socially distanced, in person Shabbat, just for families and children. 

Weather permitting, we will gather in the beautiful fields at Greenway Farms and 

welcome Shabbat together in a shortened, family friendly service. 

 

Lag B’Omer Story Walk 

May 1st, 4:00PM 

We are going to have a special program--a story walk, with a special Lag B’Omer twist! 

Stay tuned for information about the location and details. 

 

 

           Lily Dropkin 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS - MEMORIAL PLAQUES* 

March 28 - May 1   * Indicates a Memorial Plaque  

March 28 - April 3 
Julius Cohn * 
Harry Levin * 
Seymour Shavin 
March 29 
Myer Saul  * 
Dena Ariel Schwartz 
William Ziv 
March 31 
Ezekiel Ryan Kelman 
Joan Koplan  
David Merren 
April 1 
Paula Dropkin 
Donald Gold 
Lydia Gold Kaset 
April 2 
Bernard Bell 
Molly Kopkin 
April 3 
Katye Saperstein * 
Miriam Morris 
April 4 - April 10 
Naomi Lesser Cohn * 
Sadie Widman * 
Ric Chambers 
Charles Cohen 
Ethel Kopkin 
Hildegard Scheil  
   Schubert 
Morton Stovroff 
April 5 
Martin Young 
 

April 6 
Isadore Kaset 
William Kennan 
April 7 
Eleanor Miller Schwartz * 
Ann Milen Cooley 
Leonard Dubow 
Adolph S. Ochs  
April 9 
Sara Greenebaum 
April 10 
Charles Nadel * 
Sara Dinberg 
Dina Feldstein 
April 11-April 17 
David Monen * 
Sylvia S. Sadow * 
Norman Fainzin 
Meyer (Mike) Fine 
Lula Pierce 
Miriam Richelson 
Miriam Rockmilovitch 
Louis Roth 
April 12 
Joseph Chak 
April 13 
Tibor Moses * 
Michael Brouner 
April 14 
Leonard Klarich * 
Scott Dorfman 
Aron Szapiro 
 
 

April 15 
Samuel Barack 
Harry Danneman 
April 16 
Adeline Bernstein * 
Lillian Miller 
April 17 
Ruth M. Poss  
April 18 - April 24 
Estelle M. Diamond * 
Bertha Lizbeth Rose 
Ruth Vogel 
April 19 
Esther Gordon 
Murray Perlman 
April 20 
Irving Schulman * 
William Reingold 
Helen Sanders 
Joanne Sandner 
April 21 
William Held * 
Lillian Feldman 
Rosemae Gabriel 
 Heiman 
April 22 
Anice Chlldress 
April 23 
Rose Shalett * 
Goldie Fine 
David Israel 
Myra Mackler 
Sarah Schaible 
Herb Stoloff 

April 24 
Ernest Longway 
April 25 - May 1 
Florabel Geismar  * 
Allen Charles  Freiberg 
Benny Hasden 
Caroline Nodell 
April 26 
Herman Geismar, Jr.* 
Herbert Abelson 
Sherry Richelson 
 Gilbert 
April 27 
Louis Diamond * 
Susan Goldman * 
Stanly Leventhal * 
Dillard Brown 
April 28 
Norman B. Moore * 
Leonard Milder 
Ann Morris 
Joyce Traeger 
April 29 
Celia Reingold 
April 30 
Louis Liberman * 
E.E. Reisman, Jr.  * 
William Hill 
May 1 
Edwin Burke * 
Ellis Frank 
Selma Cash Paty 

Mizpah Book Club 
Mizpah's Book Club enjoyed a delightful conversation in March with author Rachel Barenbaum 
followed by a lively discussion of her novel. If you would like to join the Book Club, we will next 
meet on Sunday, May 2 at 4:00 on zoom to discuss Snow in August by Pete Hamill.  
 
Contact Amy at amyjcohen@gmail.com if you want to have both literary fun and companions for 
great book discussions! 
 
“Set in a working-class Brooklyn neighborhood in 1947, this poignant tale revolves around two of 
the most endearing characters in recent fiction: an 11-year-old Irish Catholic boy named Michael 
Devlin and Rabbi Judah Hirsch, a refugee from Prague.” 

SPARKLING CONVERSATIONS 
We are beginning a group of sparkling conversations among 8-10 people. Each 
participant comes with 3 statements about themselves, 2 true, 1 false. We will begin 
over zoom, and hopefully continue outside. Interested members please contact me. 
Also, if you would consider being a facilitator, let me know that as well.        Vicki 
LewisVicki@gmail.com 
(205) 602-3749 

mailto:amyjcohen@gmail.com
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                              BIRTHDAYS                               ANNIVERSARIES 

 

                              
April 1 

Aaron Lincove 

April 2 

Dale Powell 

Vivian Russo 

April 3 

Tracy McCarley 

Judith Mogul 

Alexis Street 

Emma Beth Lincove 

April 8 

Juniper Russo 

Jim Levine 

April 9 

Fifi Ginsberg 

April 10 

Barbie Potts 

April 11 

Rachel Fischer 

Marc Pollack 

Phillip Raisin 

Will Melnyk 

Matthew Reising  

April 15 

Ava Kaplan 

April 16 

Susan Waxenberg 

April 17 

Ben Suhrbier 

Betsy Temple 

April 18 

Kathy Kessler 

Carolyn Potts 

April 18 

David Israel 

April 19 

Sherin Gottlieb 

April 21 

Rabbi Craig Lewis 

April 22 

Jacqueline Nodell 

April 27 

Tracy Wimberly 

April 29 

Stu Lewis 

April 30 

Elena Belinskiy 

 

 

April 15 

George and Janet Sivils 

 

April 17 

Lee and Iris Abelson 

 

April 20 

Ken and Rose Opengart 

 

April 23 

Ival and Doris Goldstein 

 

April 27 

Alan and Susan Waxenberg 

 

April 28 

Doug and Lindsey Dodson 

PASSOVER SEDER TO GO… 

 

From top right: Ruth Longway, Helen and Stan Smith;  

Madelynne, Mollie and Tracie Gabelman; Wes and Nikki 

Hasden 
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

Operating 

In Memory of Betsy Bush 

Jan Silverstein 

Robert and Pris Siskin 

In Memory of Carol Young 

Ellen Freiberg 

In Memory of Stephen Herzfeld 

Direct Packaging 

Cristine Goldberg 

Honoring David and Paula Israel 

Ellen Freiberg 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In Honor of Ezra James Shertzinger Goodman 

Eli Goodman 

In Memory of Wesley Dillon Grant 

Vivian Fine 

In Memory of Joseph Fine 

Vivian Fine 

Educator 

In honor of Mike and Linda Spector 

Andy Hodes 

Archives 

In Memory of Joy Adams 

George and Janet Sivils 

Kindertransport Memorial Chapel 

B. J. Perry 

Rita Russ Speer 

Honor of Jan’s Birthday 

Phillip and Missy Russ 

Honor of Sheryl’s Birthday 

Phillip and Missy Russ 

 

Mazal tov to...DEBORAH LEVINE  

 
NATIONS OF WOMEN CHANGE MAKERS 2021 

 
Winner for the Global Connector category: American Diversity Report 

www.AmericanDiversityReport.com 

Mizpah online Seder a HUGE fan favorite! 

A few fan comments: 
 
“Thank you, Rabbi, Lily and Marianna for an enjoyable Passover Seder. 
Well done.”  Melody Hodes 
 
“Rabbi, Marianna and Lily: Lyn and I truly appreciate the work that went into 
the Seder. It sorta felt like we were together. A HUGE THANK YOU.    
Alan & Lynn 
 
“A big thank you to everyone at Mizpah for a beautiful and meaningful Seder! From the to-go boxes to the amazing 
Never-ending Story homage, we had a great time. Baby Amelia says, Next year...in person.”  
Jacque, Jim and Amelia 
 
“Our family wants to thank the Rabbi, Marianna and Lily, Angela, Ruth, Carla, Richard and everyone involved in 
making the online Pesach zoom a wonderful and enjoyable success. Our family enjoyed it immensely and we 
appreciate all the work it took for this to be a success. The services were exceptional and the Seder bags were a 
delight. Toda Raba.    Miles, Mikayla, Vasher, Micah, Phoenix Jorgensen 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/594623537612603/user/1134294312/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXa7Mqi54ij6XQoamw84IevqwFxRiW-gplWjMW32cYXOeaoGVp6GWRyF69kyhhdRW-a-XegqyuxDVKHJoxxfcTWgzh2WBRL_JzURoFQeDIpStAumdZzHFLEooFFlfbaTgKoRioCI7bqa-E7cC_v1OgxGnVqDK-oSv0pqfZx78vrujleaTY
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TEMPLE TIDBITS! 
 
Wow, this month has flown by. So much has gone on. It started with meeting security advisors 
about updating our Temple security, which consisted of meetings, phone calls and  
paperwork…Even on the weekends.  
 
We have had several new members that I have had the pleasure of speaking 
with and hoping to meet in person soon. We are happy to introduce them in our Newsletter.  
 
With blossoms on the trees, flowers blooming, which I’m sure has caused many of you like me 
to experience our lovely allergy issues. Steve had to start mowing again, which is a very large job around this place. 
He has had to fill several large holes on the property that were discovered while doing a security walk. Vaccines 
have become available, which is huge. This has allowed people to start coming back in the building - by 
appointment, still with a mask. It has been nice to see some of you and I look forward to seeing you all in person 
again real soon. I was even able to do a home visit and see two of our wonderful congregants in person.  
 
We were preparing for Passover Seder-to-Go bags, which was a great success. Ruth and Carla covered all the 
details and prepared a wonderful thing for the virtual, online Seder, 
conducted by Rabbi Lewis, music by Marianna Allen and Lily 
Dropkin with the Zoom details. Picture below is the only one 
Richard took of me, and in the background, no less! 
 
It’s been a lot and I’m sure I have left something out, but I’ve  been 
busy. Now lets look forward to what April brings. Hopefully Bigger, 
Better and Brighter things are on their way. Keep your eyes open 
for them.  
 
Till next month,  Mizpah Family and Friends. 
 

Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 

          Angela Rickert 

FAMILY PROMISE KEEPS HOMELESS 
FAMILIES TOGETHER 
 
OUR NEXT WEEK IS  APRIL 25 - MAY 1 
 
The First  Church of the Nazarene ( next to 
The JCC) houses these families 24 hours a 
day. Mizpah Congregation is a co-host. At 
present, we provide dinner to the families being housed. Below is the link to select  a date for your meal.   Consider 
doing this with another person. So far there is only one family and a diabetic menu will be needed.  We will be 
advised https://signup.com/go/TnUTatF  
 
FAMILY PROMISE HAS FOUR PROGRAMS -    
1. The OVERNIGHT SHELTER which is the program we participate in 

2. The DAY CENTER provides  day shelter, food, life skills, computers to develop resumes  apply for jobs, housing, 
indoor and outdoor plays areas a nap room, shower and laundry facilities 
3. CASE MANAGERS - intakes, assessments, emergency services, guiding families to services and housing.  
RAPID REHOUSING PROGRAM - partnership with Chattanooga Housing, local builders and property 
owners.   FAMILY PROMISES  pays first months rent and utility assistance when needed. If food is not your 
thing,  WE CAN HELP FINANCIALLY  : You can designate Contributions to help First Church of the Nazarene or 
towards any of the above programs. You can donate online www.familypromisechattanooga.com  
 
Vivian Hershey, Chair 
Social Action 

https://signup.com/go/TnUTatF
http://www.familypromisechattanooga.com
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 
www.mizpahcongregation.org 

Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
423-267-9771 

 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 

Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 
 

Frank Miller, President 
President@mizpahcongregation.org 

Angela Rickert, Administrator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

ZacharyRA@gmail.com 
 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
May 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Lily Dropkin, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
 
OFFICERS: 
President:                             Frank Miller 
VP Programming:                       Vicki Lewis 
Treasurer:                            Alan Richelson 
Board Secretary:                     Beth Thomas 
Past President:                   Alan Richelson 
 

BOARD MEMBERS / COMMITTEES 

Archives:                             Max Brener  
Development:                      Herb Cohn 
Education:                         Alexis Street 
Finance     Steve Cohn 
Governance:               Richard Zachary 
Membership:                      Barbie Potts 
Physical Properties:         Gary Chazen 
Religious Practice:          James Brown 
Social Action:                Vivian Hershey 
Appointed:                        Jan Suhrbier  
Josh Weiss                   Rose Opengart 
 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 
Iris Abelson                 Gary Chazen 
Shelton Goldblatt          David Israel 
Donna White-Dropkin 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      
Flossie Weill     Gary Chazen  
Jim Levine                           Sandy Dittus 
 
Youth Board Rep:   Carolyn Potts 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Chattanooga, TN 

Permit  

No. 281 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE 
BUIDLING CLOSED DUE TO THE PANDEMIC  We offer virtually everything you need! 

 
 

         Sundays                              Machanooga   (11, 18, 25)            10:30 am 
                                             Introduction to Hebrew          4:30 pm 
         April 11                                Black/Jewish Dialogue                  4:00 pm 
                                             
          
         Wednesdays                           Mussar                   7:30 am 
                                                                                                           
              Thursdays                              Lunch ‘n Learn             12:15 pm              
          
         Fridays                                Kabbalat Shabbat services        6:00 pm      
                                               April 16 Shirei Shalom -  w/ Amy Cohen 
                                              
                     Saturdays                              Torah Study                      9:00 am  

                               Shabbat worship              11:00 am 
 

Visit our website: 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 


