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Newsletter 

7 Nisan - 6 Iyar 

April 2020  

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

      Rabbi Craig Lewis 

 
Friends, 
 
It is April. I should be writing this column about the Jayhawks advancing to another Final  
Four and making some pithy comparison between basketball and the midrash. I ought to be  
marveling in the opening of baseball season and its themes of springtime renewal, when every  
Major League city is still in the pennant race and hopeful this will be the year. Instead, world  
events and our changing reality brought about by the spread of the coronavirus demand  
that I write about our Jewish response to this global pandemic.  
 
None of this has been easy for anyone.  Let us take a moment and acknowledge unsung heroes in our communities. 
Let us think about doctors, nurses, and other medical workers who still go to work, sometimes without necessary 
protective equipment, risking their own health, because they have devoted themselves to saving lives. Let us think 
about the grocery workers who stock shelves, stand at cash registers, and deliver food to our homes just to keep the 
food supply going. Let us think about police and first responders who protect us, even though they do not know 
where this invisible enemy might be. There are countless other heroes in our community, including all the newly 
appointed “home schooling” teachers, all who are giving selflessly in measurements that far outweigh any 
compensation they could receive so that we can increase our chances of staying healthy and safe as we quarantine 
and shelter in place.  
 
With that, I would like to acknowledge the leadership of Mizpah, specifically President Alan Richelson and VP of 
Administration and incoming President Frank Miller, who have acted swiftly and without reservation to provide me 
and our staff the necessary resources and tools to keep Mizpah running. Their support has made it possible for Lily 
Dropkin and me to offer classes, lead services, albeit remotely, and keep people connected. I also acknowledge our 
devoted staff, led by Angela Rickert, who have pledged themselves to maintaining communications, keeping our 
building in good condition, and to being pro-active in meeting congregant needs. The loyalty of our staff is 
unparalleled, as they keep going above and beyond what we could expect of them. Of course, we can be grateful to 
all our volunteers. Will Melnyk established the Chaver l’Chaver – Friend to Friend - program to make sure we are 
looking out for all our members. Amy Cohen and Marianna Allen have agreed to continue helping with music; many 
more have reached out to offer a hand. So, I thank all of you. Your kindness and thoughtful support make this difficult 
situation more bearable, not just for me, but for all our Mizpah family. 
 
Now on a bit more of a personal note; I have been working at retraining myself in order to serve you as your rabbi, 
which is the great privilege of my life. They did not teach me this at the Hebrew Union College. Still, I have found 
some of the challenges exhilarating. I have had to learn new technology. I have started to prepare classes differently. 
I am trying to find new ways to deliver content, which means instead of replicating what we do in person, I am trying 
to get the most I can out of the video format that, without the benefit of studying graphic art or film. This has given me 
an outlet to absorb myself in work and take breaks from following the news (I highly recommend finding refuge in 
work or hobbies that help keep us strong in mind and body. (See Dr. Jon Cohen’s article - Editor). I have tried to 
make you laugh a little; beyond matzah ball soup, humor has been the Jewish penicillin getting us through many dark 
times. I have tried to make you think, as the Jewish tradition has always set us on a search for meaning. I have tried 
to offer ways to connect to our tradition and to each other; as long as two share thoughts of Torah, the Shechinah is 
present, even if we depend on “the cloud” to reach God. 
 
All of this said, let us look to the coming holiday of Passover. Let it be a means for expressing our highest ideals in a 
time of struggle. Much has been said about the irony of a “plague” coming this close to Passover. While it is funny, I 
do caution that in Exodus and throughout the Bible, plagues came for good purposes - to redeem the Israelites from 
bondage - or as direct punishments for wrongdoing. The coronavirus cannot be a plague, for as long as any innocent 
person suffers from its effects, this is something worse than a plague. When the Children of Israel huddled in their 
homes, it was to protect themselves from death, not to stop it.           Please continue on p. 5... 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

 Alan Richelson 

                           
“DELETE THIS EVENT ONLY” …and MORE 
 
As we approach the last few weeks of Mizpah’s fiscal year, no one could have predicted that we  
would be in this current state of affairs.  I would like to share with you our COVID-19 situation  
as well as make some final comments. 
 
COVID-19 
Lately, each time I am notified of another event that has been canceled, I go into my electronic calendar to 
delete the event; when the event is one that repeats, my calendar asks if I want to “delete this event only” or 
“delete all future events”.   I always click on “delete this event only” as I know that the event will be re-instated.     
I know that we will return to our in-person communal worship, celebrations, learning, and we will convene for 
meetings and other events. Mizpah will be stronger and more resilient than ever.  Meanwhile, Rabbi Lewis, Lily 
Dropkin, Angela Rickert, our staff, and our volunteers are working tirelessly to provide virtual opportunities for 
us. Your participation in our virtual events at this early stage has been outstanding. If you haven’t had the 
opportunity to “tune-in”, I encourage you to do so.    
 
During this crisis, our primary responsibility has been -  and continues to be -  to do all that we can to protect 
each of you, our staff and the community. As we have seen in other parts of the country, one person can infect 
hundreds.  The measures we have taken to some may seem extreme; we really have no other choice.  As we 
take the prudent steps to ensure our safety, we have also rolled-out virtual worship and educational 
opportunities.    I applaud Rabbi Lewis for making all of the Shabbat services, including Torah Study, available 
to us within just a few days after we decided to close the building.   We haven’t yet figured out how to get lox & 
bagels for Torah Study through the internet!  Is there an app for that?   Rabbi and Lily are continuing to add new 
virtual opportunities for us to learn together. 
 
And the business end of Mizpah continues to operate.  Angela and her staff are working diligently to maintain 
our building and lines of communication. We are using this down-time to complete some of our much-needed 
deferred maintenance items.  Angela is also helping to provide new virtual platforms for us and adjusting to the 
almost daily deluge of new information.  We have not forgotten about preparing for next year.  We will soon 
provide information to you about our Annual Meeting.  To help ensure a smooth transition, Dr. Frank Miller and 
Will Melynk have been engaged with me in our daily Temple activities.  Our incoming leadership team is strong 
and competent. WATCH FOR IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE ANNUAL MEETING. 
 
NOW for some final remarks...    
I am eternally grateful to you for giving me the opportunity to serve these past two years as your President  .    
I have been offered apologies and even sympathy for agreeing to serve, mostly I presume to be tongue in 
cheek, but some were serious.  Being president of Mizpah has been an extremely satisfying honor and privilege.  
I have encountered the very best of Mizpah.  I have worked with the most gracious, friendly, dedicated, 
generous and talented congregants and staff; all have the very best interests of Mizpah at heart.  And I am most 
thankful for all that my dear wife Lynn has done for me and for Mizpah. She has been my partner in this journey.   
 
I was recently asked what the highlight of my term has been.  I was at first reluctant to answer, because there 
have been truly so many positive events that have occurred.  However, being involved in Mizpah extending our 
relationship  with Rabbi Lewis is by far the event I am most proud of.  I know that his outstanding creativity, 
leadership, warmth, empathy and knowledge will continue to expand.  And, together, we will grow in our 
Judaism. I could not have envisioned a better colleague. I will miss working closely with him and look forward to 
continuing as his congregant.   
 
So, as this phase of my life and the life of Mizpah comes to a conclusion, I am encouraged to know that Mizpah  
has a reservoir of talented leaders who will step-up and confront whatever comes our way, to provide the 
necessary leadership to ensure our future success.  
 
Lynn and I look forward to seeing more of our children, grandchildren, and extended family; our RV will see 
more us; and of course we will see you at Mizpah! THESE CONTINUE TO BE EXCITING TIMES AT MIZPAH! 
 
Alan 
president@mizpahcongregation.org 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR... 

    Lily Dropkin 

We are certainly in unprecedented times.  
Earlier this month, we celebrated one of our most  
joyous holidays, Purim. We sang and danced,  
prayed and laughed, even did a little bit of  
schmoozing packed into the Feinstein Hall Chapel. 
I normally utilize the Newsletter article  
right after the Purim Carnival to thank all of our  
volunteers, so I want to do that, first and foremost. I am extremely 
indebted to all our volunteers who put in countless hours. Those 
who helped with set up: Jan Suhrbier, Ben Suhrbier, Becca 
Sadowitz, Ian Hutchison; Zach Beker, Lizi Campbell, Adelia 
Souje, Mary Cooley, and Boyd Rich who put hours of work into 
making sure that our carnival was perfect. I also want to thank 
those who helped staff the carnival: the Gabelman family, the Val 
family, the Suhrbier family, the Sadowitz family, Alan Richelson, 
Marissa Street, Alexis Chenkus, Lizi Campbell, Ian Hutchison, 
Zack Outlaw, the Longway-Zachary Family, the Jorgensen 
family, the DeOlloqui family, and the Rabbi Lewis family. Those 

who helped with everyone’s least favorite part - the cleanup: Ruth Longway/Richard Zachary,  Ian Hutchison, 
Rachel Saloman, the Jorgensen family and Zack Outlaw. And of course, I want to thank our Temple staff: Angela 
Rickert, Steve Smith, and Tammy Menasco, and of course, Rabbi Lewis. If I am leaving anyone out, please know 
that it is not intentional. I am so grateful for the amazing community that we are part of!  
 
That said, our reality is looking different now, and we must 
adapt. Our staff must adapt. Our teachers must adapt, both in 
public schools and our supplementary schools. And you, our 
congregants are adapting. We’ve moved worship services 
online, so that you watch remotely. We’ve moved learning 
online, with our staff and teachers sending you resources 
online that you can use to celebrate Jewish moments and 
further your child’s Jewish learning. The next thing is that we 
moved our community, our family, our relationships online. 
While I’m sure that this is already happening, we as a 
community need to reach out! There is a phone bank being 
started, a list of people whom your children could write to, or 
make cards or art to send around. There are even some 
volunteers who have offered to get groceries and do errands 
for our vulnerable members. But how do we keep intact our 
children's connection to their Jewish friends? I know for many 
families, our building is the only place that they can connect 
with other Jews. And I know that navigating this new home 
life can be stressful for parents. We’d like to help you! We are setting up all sorts of programming that you can do 
with your children. So far, we have a weekly cooking program and a weekly Machanooga Shirah. I’ve got plans for 
Zoom Meet-ups, Craft hour, and Tot Shabbats. But we can always be doing more!  
 

This is a time of flux for our Temple and our 
programming. Programming can be 
reshaped so many ways, but the goal is the 
same: to help keep your personal 
connections to Judaism, and to Mizpah. So, 
let us know the best way to do that. Do you 
need us to facilitate Zoom meetings? 
Would you like this to be a time of learning, 
or do you just want to learn a new hobby? 
We’re here for you, and we want to help. 
Even in the time of a pandemic, Mizpah is 
happy to be your spiritual and cultural 
family home. 
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April 3 

Maral Rahmani 

Boris & Elena Belinksy 

Sonia Young 

Matt & Tracie Gabelman 

 

 

 

April 10 

Aaron & Jen Lincove 

Elwynn Schwartz 

Farrell Ivy & Chris 

Robert & June Collins 

 

 

 

April 17 

Lee & Betsy Brouner 

Paul & Brenda Lefkoff 

Irv & Judith Pressman 

Tracy Wimberly 

 

 

 

April 24 

Lindsey Monen 

Marianna Allen 

Irwin Koplan 

Bill and Bridget Fischer 

 

MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS - MEMORIAL PLAQUES* 

March 29—May 2 

April 2020 Kiddush / Oneg Hosts  Oneg: 5:30 pm - Services: 6:00 pm 
 

Oneg Host can share some “goodies” and be with us for services,  
welcoming our members and guests  

 
 

March 29-April 4 
 

Dena Ariel Schwartz 
William Ziv 
Ezekiel Ryan Kalman 
Joan Koplan 
Dr. David Merren 
Donald Gold 
Lydia Gold Kaset 
Bernard Bell 
Molly Kopkin 
Katye Saperstein* 
Anne Garry 
Miriam Morris 
Naomi Lesser Cohn* 
Werner Widman* 
Ric Chambers 
Charles Cohen 
Hildegard Schubert 
Morton Stovroff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 5– April 11 
 

Minna Freiberg 
Fannie Reingold 
Isadore Kaset 
William Kennan 
Eleanor Schwartz* 
Ann Milen Cooley 
Leonard Dubow 
Adolph Ochs 
Sara Greenebaum 
Myer Saul* 
Sara Dinberg 
David Monen* 
Sylvia Sadow* 
Miriam Rockmilovitch 
Joseph Chak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 12-April 18 
 

Dr. Tibor Moses* 
Michael Brouner 
Leonard Klarich* 
Scott Dorfman 
Aron Szapiro 
Samuel Barack 
Harry Daneman 
Adeline Bernstein* 
Sadie Widman* 
Ruth Poss 
Estell Diamond* 
Bertha Lizbeth Rose 
Ruth Vogel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 19-April 25 
 

Murray Perlman 
Irving Schulman* 
William Reingold 
Helen Sanders 
Joanne Sandner 
William Held* 
Lillian Feldman 
Rosemae Heiman 
Charles Nadel* 
Anice Childress 
Dina Feldstein 
Rose Shalett* 
Norman Fainzin 
Meyer (Mike) Fine 
David Israel 
Myra Mackler 
Lula Pierce 
Luis Roth 
Sara Schaible 
Herbert Stoloff 
Ernest Longway 
Florabel Geismar* 
Bennie Hasden 
Caroline Nodell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 26-May 2 
 

Herman Geismar, Jr.* 
Herbert Abelson 
Louis Diamond* 
Susan Goldman* 
Stanley Leventhal* 
Dillard Brown 
Norman Moore* 
Leonard Milder 
Lillian Miller 
Ann Morris 
Joyce Traeger 
Celia Reingold 
Sherry Richelson  
   Gilbert 
Louis Liberman* 
Dr. E.E.  Reisman, Jr.* 
William Hill 
Edwin Burke* 
Ellis Frank 
Selma Cash Paty 
Millie Rose* 
Sarah Steiner* 
Joseph Kaminker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 1 
Aaron Lincove 

April 2 
Dale R. Powell 
Vivian Russo 

April 3 
Alexis Chenkus 

Tracy J. McCarley 
Judith Mogul 

April 8 
James Howard Lev-

ine 
Juniper Russo 

April 9 
Phyllis Ginsberg 

April 10 
Barbie Potts 

April 11 
Rachel Fischer 
Philip Raisin 

April 14 
William Melnyk 
Matthew Reising 

April 15 
Ava Kaplan 

April 16 
Gerte Shavin 

Susan Waxenberg 
April 17 

Benjamin Suhrbier 
Betsy Temple 

April 18 
Katherine Kessler 
Carolyn Ann Potts 

April 19 
David Israel 

April 20 
Sherin Gottlieb 

April 21 
Craig Lewis 

 

April 22 
Jacqueline Nodell 

April 27 
Tracy Wimberley 

April 30 
Elena Belinskiy 

 
 
 

April 15 

George & Janet Sivils 

April 17 

Lee & Iris Abelson 

April 20 

Kenneth & Rosalee Opengart 

April 23 

Ival & Doris Goldstein 

April 27 

Alan & Susan Waxenberg 

April 28 

Douglas & Lindsey Dodson 

    BIRTHDAYS                          ANNIVERSARIES 



 

 

 

PURIM 2020 
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Rabbi Lewis’ article continued from p. 1... 
 
Our response to the coronavirus is to huddle in our homes, AND to keep it from infecting others.  It is not about 
passing over. Rather, it is about forcing it out of existence. Let us not think of the coronavirus as a plague. Instead, 
let us think of it as a communal challenge: partnering with God so we all - we and our neighbors - can walk to 
freedom together, as we celebrate the holiday, in our homes and over the internet. Allow ourselves a break to enjoy 
our Seder meals, sing songs and tell stories and laugh together - for it is a time of celebration. And let us ultimately 
learn that by doing things differently this year, it can encourage us to appreciate the true freedom we have known in 
years past. May we never see or experience this holiday in the same way ever again. 
 
With that, I say to you all, I truly miss seeing you. I pray that each of you stays healthy. Remember, I am just a phone 
call or a Zoom meeting away. 
 
Shalom u’veracha, 
 
Rabbi Lewis   

 

The following advice is submitted by Mizpah member Dr. Jon Cohen, a practicing psychiatrist employed by The 

University of Tennessee Health Science Center, at Erlanger Health System. He was asked to submit some words of 

advice for mental well-being during this time of crisis. Jon says to feel free to share these words.  

TIPS TO BOOST HEALTH DURING A PANDEMIC 
  
1. Sleep is a way to boost your immune system. Set a regular bedtime and rise 8-9 hours later. Do it every day; you 
will feel better! Blue lights signal our brains to stay awake. Shut off screens two hours before bedtime, and do not 
check them until you get up the next morning. You can do it! 
2. Epidemiologists need to track the number of new cases, but do you? Turn off the news well before bedtime. Stop 
watching news obsessively! 
3. Set a daily schedule of walks, light weightlifting (detergent bottles, cans, get creative!), and stretching. 
4. Go outside on spring days; smell the flowers; appreciate nature's beauty.  
5. Think about what you eat. This is the perfect time to pay attention to food and be deliberate about what goes into 
our mouths. 
6. A word about caffeine: we love it! Enjoy morning coffee or tea but stop by noon. You will feel less anxious and 
sleep better. 
7. Try a hobby! Container gardening is a way to be outside and produce lovely flowers or veggies. The internet is 
filled with how-to-do-it videos for new projects. 
8. Connect with your Mizpah family. Phone congregants, enjoy a live stream Shabbat, click on that Zoom link for 
Torah study, Lunch and Learn, and other virtual events. 
9. Sing and dance. No one is watching you! 
10. Practice taking quiet time to sit still, focus on breathing, and calm your mind. 
11. Being alone doesn't have to equal loneliness. Call or email friends we think we never have time for; now is the 
time! You both will be happy. 
12. Practice gratitude. We have much to appreciate. Write notes to family and friends. Wave to neighbors. Smile out 
your window. Say thank you. 

 

PASSOVER SEDER  

Rabbi Craig Lewis invites YOU to a schedule ZOOM meeting 

When: Wednesday, April 8th 6:00 pm 

                                What: Mizpah Passover Seder Online 

Join in: Go to www.zoom.us/j/336114542 (use care to enter the link)  

Meeting ID: 336114542 

Follow on-screen prompts; advise to sign on early, to work on sound and video 
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

Endowment 

For A Speedy Recovery of Steve Coulter 

M.J. Levine 

Richard Zachary 

Educator 

In Memory of Arline Dubow 

Debra Dubow 

Rabbi’s Discretionary 

In Appreciation of Rabbi Craig Lewis 

Steve & Carol Cohn 

Youth Fund 

In Loving Memory of Martin Greene 

Steve & Carol Cohn 

Physical Properties 

For a Speedy Recovery of Sam Diamond 

Robert Kiselik 

Operating 

For A Speedy Recovery of M.J. Levine 

Ellen Frieberg 

In Honor of Stan Smith Birthday 

Ellen Frieberg 

In Honor of Ben Tabakin Birthday 

Ellen Frieberg 

In Honor of Louise Spector Birthday 

Lee & Iris Abelson 

In Honor of Flossie Weill Birthday 

Lee & Iris Abelson 

In Honor of Diane Stoller Birthday 

Lee & Iris Abelson 

In Honor of Candy Kruesi Receiving Her Award 

Lee & Iris Abelson 

In Memory of Ruth Holmberg 

Michael Loftin 

Rita Russ Spear Fund 

In Honor of Jan Fox Birthday 

Philip & Melissa Russ 

In Honor of Sheryl Blechner Birthday 

Philip & Melissa Russ 

Miller/Lefkoff Fund 

In Honor of Stan Smith 90th Birthday 

Paul & Brenda Lefkoff 

 

MAZAL TOV TO… 
 
...Karen (Candy) Kruesi, right, who was honored with the 2020 Ruth 

Holmberg Arts Leadership Award, presented Tuesday, March 10 at the  

Arts Build event at the Hunter Museum of American Art.  

 
 

 
 
 
...Doug Dodson, left who recently changed 
careers from the health insurance business to 
accept employment with Live It! Realty. Proud 
wife is Lindsey Dodson.  
 
 
 
 

 
...David deOlloqui, ninth grader at the McCallie School, finished second regionally and qualified for the State 
competition, in the Math Counts competition. The state competition was cancelled due to the pandemic. Proud 
parents are Val and Stefanie deOlloqui.    
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It is once again our time to support Family Promise. We provide onsite assistance to house temporarily homeless 

families, with St. Paul Episcopal church providing the overnight accommodations.   St. Paul’s made the decision to 

house these families in extended stay hotels to comply with the advice for social distancing.  Therefore, we will not 

need  greeters, dinner preparers, activities and overnighters for the May 3-10 week.  Family Promise is requesting 

donations to help defer these hotel expenses. Please make checks out to Mizpah and we will send one check.. If 

paying online, or via check, make SURE you indicate the check is for St. Paul’s Family Promise program.  

 

Additionally, thank you to Callie Cobb and  boys and Nancy Gilbert for helping PACK MEALS at Rivermont 

Presbyterian.  It was great fun. If you volunteered and I wasn't aware -  thank you. 

Vivian Hershey, Chair 

Mizpah Social Action Committee  

MIZPAH BI-WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMTS 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all in-house Mizpah programming is suspended. We have transitioned to various 

online programs, such as ZOOM and our own Mizpah LIVESTREAMING - wwwmizpahcongregation.org; 2nd tab 

from the right, click on Worship, go to “Mizpah Live” dropdown link. Once link is 

open, click on the large triangle in the middle. For worship service, both Friday 

night at 6:00 pm and Saturday morning at 11:00 am, you will see Rabbi Lewis 

live about five (5) minutes prior to the service. THE LINKS ARE EMBEDDED 

WITIHIN THE  BI-WEEKLY (Monday and Fridays) ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Keep these handy on you pc, making it easy to link up.  

PASSOVER SEDER SONG 

The following song may help you 
celebrate Passover AND spark a bit 
of levity during these dark times.  
Cannot take credit for the lyrics… 
found tucked away in an old 
Haggadah.              Richard Zachary 
 

Sing to the tune of A Few of my Favorite Things, from 
The Sound of Music 
 
 
Cleaning and cooking and so many dishes, 
Out with the chametz, no pasta, no knishes 
Fish that’s gefilted, horseradish that stings, 
These are a few of our Passover things.  
 
Matzah and karpas and chopped up haroset, 
Shankbones and kiddish and Yiddish neuroses, 
Tante who kvetches and uncle who sings, 
These are a few of our Passover things. 
 

 
Motzi and maror and trouble with Pharaohs 
Famines and locusts and slaves with wheelbarrows 
Matzah balls floating and eggshells that cling, 
These are a few of my Passover things… 
 
   When the plague strikes 
   When the lice bite 
   When we’re feeling sad, 
   We simply remember our Passover things, 
        (Big finish here…) 
   And then we don’t feel...so...bad!   
 
 
If that’s not enough to get you going...go to your 
computer with speakers, copy (carefully) the following 
into your browser (or wait for the online version and 
copy and paste), the following. Enjoy. 
 
 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmabziV1LiY  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmabziV1LiY
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 
www.mizpahcongregation.org 

Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
423-267-9771 

 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 

Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 
 

Alan Richelson, President 
President@mizpahcongregation.org 

Angela Rickert, Administrator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

ZacharyRA@gmail.com 
 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
May 1, 2019 - April 30, 2020 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Lily Dropkin, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
 
OFFICERS: 
President:                    Alan Richelson 
VP Administration:                 Frank Miller 
VP Programming:                   Vicki Lewis 
Treasurer:                            Sandy Dittus 
Board Secretary:                    Josh Weiss 
Past President:              Henry Schulson 
 

BOARD MEMBERS / COMMITTEES 

Archives:                             Max Brener  
Development:                      Herb Cohn 
Education:                    Alexis Chenkus 
Finance     Steve Cohn 
Governance:               Richard Zachary 
Membership:                      Barbie Potts 
Physical Properties:         Gary Chazen 
Religious Practice:          James Brown 
Social Action:                Vivian Hershey 
Appointed:                     Cathryn Cohen  
Beth Thomas                   Carolyn Potts  
Robert Stahl                       Paula Israel 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 
Iris Abelson               Gary Chazen 
Shelton Goldblatt      David Israel 
Frank Miller               Donna White-Dropkin 
 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      
Flossie Weill   Gary Chazen Jim Levine            
Sandy Dittus   Jim Levine 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Chattanooga, TN 

Permit  

No. 281 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE 

 THE MIZPAH BUIDLING IS CLOSED DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 
 PLEASE PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO BI-WEEKLY EMAIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
Sundays       Machanooga Joint Religious School: Remote access with ZOOM                      10:00 am   
Tuesdays        Introductory Adult Hebrew with Lily Dropkin: Remote access with ZOOM                 4:30 pm 
                                Introduction to Judaism: Remote access with ZOOM                             6:30 pm 
Wednesdays    Morning Mussar Class: Remote access                                                    7:30 am 
             Hebrew School: Remote access with ZOOM                                             4:30 pm 
Thursdays      Lunch ‘n Learn with Rabbi Lewis and Lily Dropkin: Remote access via ZOOM                          12:15 pm 
 Fridays        Oneg / Kabbalat Shabbat Services: Via Mizpah Livestream                                   6:00 pm 
         April 17: Shirei Shalom: Sabbath of Song and Meditation                                  6:00 pm 
Shabbat       Torah Study; Remote access via ZOOM                                                    9:15 am 
         Shabbat Worship Services: Remote access via ZOOM                             11:00 am 
         April 11: Mazel Tots: Remote access via ZOOM (tentatively)                              TBD

                                         
                                                                   
 

Visit our website: 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 


