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Newsletter 

19 Shevat - 16 Adar 

February 2021 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RABBI... 

I know what you may be thinking. Or at least if you are not thinking it, I am thinking it and 
wondering why no one else thinks about the things I think about. I guess it is my job to think 
about some of these things so you don’t have to think about them, but on the other hand, I try to 
think in a way that anticipates what you might be thinking about. What you might be thinking 
right now is I hope the rabbi will finally get to the point, and just so you know, I thought of that. 

So the thing I have been thinking that I am sure you have been thinking is, it’s February, and 
here we go with another Pandemic version of another beloved holiday and another lament that 
we cannot celebrate the way we really want to while we rejoice in making the best, as we have, 
of a difficult situation. The next holiday is Purim, February 25-26. It is a holiday designed for 
public celebration. Judging from the camera roll on my iPhone, Purim was the last major event 
we had together before the Pandemic, and we did it well. There was a concert with Joe Buchanan. We had a creative 
BYOB party with Megillah reading, and we put on a spectacular Elton John Purim spiel followed by a carnival. All of 
these events fulfilled the various commandments of Purim, retelling the story of Esther, giving food and sweets to 
friends and to the needy, and eating a celebratory meal. Those things are the essence of the holiday, and at Mizpah 
we do it all with flourish. Unfortunately, those things are harder to convey over the internet. By comparison, music 
and worship can be conveyed with relative ease. The sheer joy, the energy of a crowd, the raucous way we shout out 
the name of H----, and the flavors of food and drink do not translate. So, here we go again. We try to boil down the 
essence of the holiday and find a way to deliver it differently but effectively. 

The essence of Purim, I believe, comes from this Talmudic (Taanit 29a) statement, “Mi shenichnas Adar marbim 
b’simcha / Whoever enters Adar (the month containing Purim) increases in joy.” Thus, when forced to strip away the 
extras that add joy, we rebuild on thoughts of how to increase it. Like most other holidays since last Purim, it will not 
be the same or even perfect, but it will be joyful. One of the nice things about tearing the holiday down to its studs is 
it gives us a chance to consider our practices and to be intentional about how we will approach it moving forward. 

First, on a very positive note, we will be joining together with our friends at B’nai Zion to hold a Zoom Purim 
celebration appropriate for all ages. On February 25 at 6:30, we will be entertained by a professional magic show 
done just for us with a dash of Purim theming and then will share in the mitzvah of reading the Scroll of Esther. Rabbi 
Norry and I are excited to work together to bring this program together as we hope to increase the joy of Adar for the 
Chattanooga Jewish community. 

Second, the changes in this event let me rethink some of the practices that have become commonplace in Purim 
celebrations. I have come to realize that the emphasis on excessive drinking (for adults) is not a healthy 
recommendation for individuals or for a community. I have always said that our adult Purim is BYOB “responsibly,” 
and I think we can rejoice in a holiday without emphasizing alcohol as we act as role models for our children and, 
furthermore, can be sensitive to those whose health can be threatened by the temptation to drink. As a community, 
we can be sensitive all our members prescribing practices that include all of us. 

Third, and I admit, this is one that I have struggles with, our shpiels can be just as raucous and fun without the rabbi 
putting on a princess dress. I have asked myself in recent years if it is necessary, and have come to the conclusion 
that it is not. I have also come to learn that it can be misunderstood. Cross-dressing as a punch line can be 
insensitive to people who are genuinely discovering their own identities. While I know why I do it, just to be silly on 
the Jewish topsy-turvy holiday, and I would never make light of someone’s very real experiences, I cannot control 
someone’s perception and the unintended message they could take away. In these cases, feelings are paramount. In 
addition to that sensitivity, I also take note of something I heard recently on a podcast. Comedians Bert Kreischer 
and Bob Saget, both known to push the boundaries of “good taste” agreed they self censor because they might make 
“the wrong person laugh” for the wrong reason. Therefore, while the satire and parody will remain strong, I am not 
going to personally make light of gender in our portrayals.  

While I do not love that we are having to things differently, I do love that it has forced me to think about the 
celebration and can make very important changes that will remain long after we have all been vaccinated. I also love 
that we take a break this year from the way we have done things, and get to try something new as we increase our 
joy in Adar. Shalom, Rabbi Craig Lewis 

    Rabbi Craig Lewis 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT... 

Each month, we feature new or recently joined Mizpah members.  

Welcome new members David and Brenda Binder, Marc and Chris Shkolnick and Marc and Ariel Pollack.  
 
Here are some words from the Shkolnicks: 
 
I am delighted to be a virtual part of the Mizpah Congregation family and look forward to 
participating as best I can from Lincoln, NE. I was raised in Omaha, Nebraska, attending 
Beth El Synagogue, and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, receiving a BS in Social Science 
Education and a MA in Post-Secondary Education Administration. I returned to Lincoln in 
2007 to begin a career in customer affairs for Lincoln Electric System. I served as President 
of the South Street Temple and coveted the opportunity to recruit Rabbi Craig Lewis from 
California to serve as our spiritual leader. During my return I also met my wife, Chris, and 
married in May of 2019 with Rabbi Lewis co-officiating the blessed day. Chris is a neonatal 
nurse practitioner. I have two adult kids, Karsyn and Brady and Chris has two adult children, 
Jacob and Amanda. Amanda and her husband Nathan are expecting their first child in June.  
I am an avid college sports fan and Chris and I thoroughly enjoy travelling, cooking, concerts  
and the company of good friends. 

 

 
As we enter February, the number of new COVID cases has dropped significantly in Hamilton 
County. Members of our congregation are beginning to receive COVID vaccinations. There 
seems to be some hope that things will be better. 
 
We are having discussions as to how to enjoy fun Purim events that can include our Sunday 
school attendees.  There do seem to be safe ways to celebrate our holidays.  I am looking 
forward to seeing many of us in costumes and noshing on Hamantaschen. 
 
It is hard for me to believe that we are starting to prepare for a new fiscal year at Mizpah.  
Despite all the problems over the past year, we are still moving onward with our Jewish calendar 
and life cycle events. Our Congregational Annual Meeting will take place in April (Date to be determined) and we will 
elect new members to the Board.  Life continues. 
 
We are in the process of updating our Bylaws.  This is an ongoing task that has benefitted from many congregants 
who have contributed to the final document.  These members have spent many hours and are actively working on 
the final draft.  This includes Margaret Friedman-Vaughn, Stefanie deOlloqui, Will Melnyk, Richard Zachary, 
Alan Richelson, Steve Cohn, Susan Caminez, Vicki Lewis, Beth Thomas and Rabbi Lewis.  Thank you all for 
your work to create a governance guide for our congregational  organization for many years to come.  We will all 
benefit from your commitment to Mizpah. 
 

Am Yisrael Chai 

“The People Israel Lives” 

 

Dr. Frank Miller 

President, Mizpah Congregation 

 
 

         Frank Miller 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR YOUTH AND FAMILY COORDINATOR... 

Hi all! 
 
We are approaching another big holiday we need to modifying so we are all safe from the 
ongoing pandemic. Our Purim celebration last year was the last big event that we had in person 
before our COVID shutdown. Can you believe it’s almost been an entire year? 
 The story of Esther was a very late addition to the biblical record. Why does it belong with so 
many other books of merit that focus on the Jews, that have Israelite or Canaanite origins?  
Esther is not even a Hebrew name! The text refers to her as “Hadassah” at her introduction, 
and Mesopotamian Ishtar. The book itself is a familiar narrative: The Jews are threatened by 
outside forces and saved at the last minute by a crafty Jewish man/woman/prophet. We’ve 
heard it before. The only difference is that in this book, there is absolutely no mention of God. 
Why do we think that that is? In a holy book, you would expect some mention of our deity, right? It’s strange to think 
that Esther made it into our canon when there were other options. 
 There are all sorts of records of books, literature, and poems from the Near Eastern record that were created 
around the same time as much of our canon. Many of these books made the cut, to be included in the Latin (Vulgate) 
or the Greek Orthodox (Septuagint), including a book known as Judith. This book shares the same overarching 
themes as Esther. A Jewish widow, named Judith (meaning “Jewess”) infiltrates an Assyrian army camp and gains 
their trust, eventually killing the general Holofernes. She saves Israel, and while she is offered many marriages, she 
remains unmarried for the rest of her life. Medieval Jewry considers Judith the Hasmonean counterpart to Esther. 
They both involve a Jewish woman hiding her heritage and living in a strange land.  
 Judith certainly contains more references to Judaism, Israel, and to God, so why was it not included in the biblical 
canon while Esther made it? The group canonizing and selecting literature chose one over the other. They wrote the 
history and the holy record of the Jewish people with one decision.  
 We are in the same sort of pivotal moment. With the unrest in our country, the uncertainty that we all face at this 
time, we now have our own opportunity to select the literature, the values, and the attitudes that we pass down. As 
the rabbis’ selection of Esther over Judith created the narrative of the Jewish people - and the holiday of Purim! -  we 
control what we’d like to pass down to our children and future generations. Think about it carefully! 
 
Upcoming Programming: 
Among Us 
February 14th, 1:30PM 
Join us to play a multiplayer version of one of the hottest games right now! There’s an 
imposter among us, and we’ve got to figure out who is sus. This game is available for free on 
IoS and Android and only $4.99 for a version on Steam. We will need at least 6 players to 
play in our own private game, so let me know if you are planning on attending! 
 
Hamantaschen Bake Off 
February 20th, 1:00PM 
Join us for a pre-Purim prep class, and learn how to make the perfect Hamantaschen with 
basic ingredients. You will walk away with Hamantaschen ready for you to eat at our virtual 
Purim event! We will go through making the dough, making some fillings, and getting that 
perfect triangle. Please RSVP to receive the recipe for dough so that you have the 
ingredients ready.  
 
Minecraft 
February 21th, 1:30PM 
Do you or your children play Minecraft? Join us on a cooperative server as we work together to build our own town, 
Mizpah-style. You must have your own copy of the game to play with us. Not sure what Minecraft is, but interested? 
Talk to Lily for more information! This game is great for all, from novices to experienced gamers. 
 

Games with CHATTY 
February 28th, 1:30PM 
This is the return of our middle school and high school youth group programming! We’d like 
to welcome our new CHATTY-ites for an introduction to NFTY, youth group, and some virtual 
games together. Please let us know if you are planning to attend, as all youth groupers will 
be getting a small welcome gift! 
 

 
 

           Lily Dropkin 
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MIZPAH CONGREGATION YAHRZEITS - MEMORIAL PLAQUES * 

January 31-March 6 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 6 
Sarah Louise Trivers* 
Benjamin Cove* 
Martin Coplon 
Jeanette Lippmann 
Sam P. Diamond * 
Frances Greenberg *  
Florence Adler  
 Jacob* 
Joseph Cohen 
Mary Becker Shutting 
Judith Ann Marks * 
Ralph Anderson 
Charles Levine 
Sam Slaughter 
David R. Weill, Jr.  
Joyce Abish 
Pearl Ann  
   Silverstein * 
Gertrude Jacobs 
Samuel John Young  
Leonard Israel 
Daisy Kalita 
Anna Kopkin  
 
 
 
 

February 7 - 13 
Joseph Fine * 
Martin S. Greene 
Betty Steele 
Ruth Barshay Brener* 
Irving Krosner 
Anita Lamport 
Lee Wolf 
Helen Barshay  
   Brener * 
Lee Wolf 
Wendy Esquer  
Irving Caminez 
Monte A. Abrams * 
Yolande Mihalovitz * 
Jonathan Moses * 
Joe Reingold 
Jake Roobin 
Mary Schiff * 
Henry Stoloff * 
Fannie Edelstein 
Zorro David Ruben 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 14 - 20 
Helene Belle 
Norman Shavin 
Edith Minnen * 
Abraham Solomon * 
Donald Katzman 
Deene Leventhal * 
Louise Schneider 
 Milder 
Myron Perry 
Herbert J. Steele 
Gus Jenkins 
Florence Korn Block 
Robert Miller 
Harvey Levy 
Ben Mott 
Rosemary Weber * 
Bella Berz 
Lena Stein Bittner 
Fannie Mennen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 21 - 27 
Leonard Bernstein * 
Dorothy Schulman * 
Bernice Waltzer  
   Witten * 
Eugenia Blumberg* 
Celia Levine Harris * 
Harry Barnett 
Blanche Rayor 
Leila Eyoub Sigmon 
Philip I. Angel * 
Rose Miller * 
David B. Steinau * 
Martin Belle 
Lena Mott 
Marion Schlacter 
Micol Schejola * 
Clara Beker 
Beatrice Kaplan * 
Roselyn Reisman * 
Robert E. Haesloop 
Iphigene Ochs  
   Sulzberger 
Lillian Rechtweg 
Ruth Regenbaum  
Benjamin Shapira 
Florence Burk Milder 
Louise Mittenthal 

Edwin C. Nachbar 
Jay Silverstein * 
Andy Wear 
Feb. 28 - Mar. 6 
Sidney Steinau * 
Betty Weill Long * 
David R. Weill, Sr.  
Elaine Laband  
Joan Lodge 
Mary Sorkin Young 
Walter C. Gottlieb 
Jordan James  
Julius Miller 
Myrtle L. Kahn*  
Louis Meyer * 
David (Duvy)  
   Richelson 
Patti Ann Schwartz * 
Martin J. Cohn 
Selma Lencer 
Harold Schwartz Jr. * 
Wallace F. (Wally 
 White 
Herman Geismar,Sr.*   
Rebecca Schwartz * 
Elise Wertheimer 
 Weill * 
Harry Moore  

MAZAL TOV TO... 

...Tommy and Stacey Griggs on the birth of their new grandson, Benny Henry Bloch, to Sarah 

and John Bloch. 

...Bev and Steve Coulter whose son Scott Coulter recently became engaged to Katherine 

Brandes of Newport, CA.  

CONDOLENCES TO... 

...Lee and Iris Abelson and the entire Abelson, Effron and Adams families and friends on the recent passing of 

Mizpah icon Joy Adams. May Her Memory Be For a Blessing.   

...Riki and Sean Odineal on the recent death of Sean’s Grandmother, DeAnna L. Eis Odiuneal, age 79, in 
Winchester, TN. May Her memory Be For a Blessing.  

 

MIZPAH BOARD SEEKS COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Mizpah is beginning the process of building it’s Board and Committee structure for our next Fiscal Year.  As always, 

we are in search of new and experienced Committee members. All Mizpah members are urged to refer to the list of 

Committees on the back page of this Newsletter. If ANY of these areas are of interest, please make your feelings 

known to our Office, the Nominating Committee or our President, Frank Miller.  
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                                      BIRTHDAYS 

February 1 

Nancy Brody 

Gary Chazen 

Juliana Opengart 

Helen Stapleton 

February 2 

Edward Bergin 

Pam Wiley 

February 4 

June Collins 

February 6 

Margaret Friedman –
Vaughan 

February 8 

Susan DiStefano 

Ethan Farnum 

Stephanie Hays 

February 9 

Brenda Lefkoff 

February  11 

Donna Brody 

Robert Chazen 

February 14 

Brett Caminez 

February 15  

Frank Miller 

February 16 

Hyman Kaplan 

Lily Monen 

February 17 

Philip Sadowitz 

Mia Val  

February 19 

Robert Chazen, Jr.  

Wes Hasden 

February 20 

Sally Chazen 

Cherie Monen 

Phyllis Perlman 

Pam Schulman 

February 21 

Glyn Ruppe-Melnyk 

February 22 

Henry Schulson 

February 23 

Judy Stahl 

February 24 

Jeff Monen 

Jordan Rothman 

Bailey Walling 

February 25 

Bob Allen  

Anna Stapleton 

February 26 

Ben Tabakin 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

February 2 

Rabbi Craig and Jen Lewis 

February 5 

Morton and Marilyn Center 

February 12 

Boris and Elena Belinskiy 

Donald and Judy Mackler 

February 17 

Neil and Cherie Spitalny 

February 18 

Issi and Marjorie Goldberg 

FEBRUARY SPECIAL EVENTS 

February 18th 7:00 pm on Zoom: In America between 1946 and 1953, the German-Jewish 
architect Eric Mendelsohn planned seven synagogues, of which four were built. In this book, 
photographer Michael Palmer has recorded in exquisite detail Mendelsohn's four built 
synagogues. These photographs are accompanied by an insightful contextual essay which reflects 
on Eric Mendelsohn and his Jewish identity.  

 
February 23rd: Mischloach Manot Purim Baskets. Please bring baked goodies 
- finger foods only -  to Mizpah on February 23rd and our “Purim team” will 
assemble the baskets. The Drive-thru pick up occurs from 3-5 pm. Please RSVP 
to Mizpah to reserve your basket. Follow the link on weekly announcements.  
Please email Susan Wolf-Schwartz (SWSchwartz@hotmail.com) with what goodies you can bring.   
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DONATIONS (Received by the 15th of prior month) Consider $18  - ”chai” - the minimum donation 

MIZPAH FUNDS: YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Archives 
Building 

Capital Campaign 
Cemetery 
Educator 

Endowment 
Flower 

Garden of Life 
Goldman/Moses 

Mary W. and Jacob L. Levine 

Leadership Development  
Library 

Miller/Lefkoff 
Marks Memorial 

Mazon (Feed the Hungry) 
Miller/Schwartz 

Music 
NFTY (Youth Group) 

Operating 
Oneg 

Prayer Book 
Physical Property 

Religious Activities 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbinic Endowment 
Rita Russ Speer 
Religious School 

Social Action 
Staff Support 

Operating 

In Memory of Carol Young 

Shirley Fields 

General Donation 

Philip Pollock  

In Memory of Joy Adams 

Marc and Ellen Yellin 

Barbra (Spector) and David Siegelman 

Sanford and Elaine Winer 

Larry and Sandy Zuckerman 

Beth Roberts 

Garden of Life 

In Memory of Carol Young 

Michael Bonder  

Rita Russ Speer Fund 

In Memory of Joy Adams 

Sheryl Blechner 

Rae and Bruce Hirsch 

Rabbi’s Discretionary  

 

 

 

 

In Memory of Joy Adams  

Morton and Marilyn Center 

Beth Walling 

Sam and Dana Banks 

Helen and Stan Smith 

In Memory of Sandy Siskin 

Morton and Marilyn Center 

Archives  

In Memory of Joy Adams 

Candy Kruesi 

Anita Levine 

Max and Susan Brener 

Sid and Karen Simon 

Music 

In Memory of Joy Adams 

Donald Strickland 

Endowment 

In Memory of Richard Krause 

Steve and Bev Coulter 

In Memory of Joy Adams 

Steve and Bev Coulter  

 

The following is a revised obituary posted online following the death of Joy Adams, Mizpah icon and trailblazer.  

Joy Effron Abelson Adams passed away January 8, 2021. She was born July 31, 1923 in 

Chattanooga and remained here her entire life. In 1961, Joy went to work outside the home and 

became a successful real estate agent. In the late 1960’s, she returned to college to earn her 

Master’s Degree in Secondary Education. Joy taught for over 20 years, most of which was at 

Chattanooga High School- her alma mater. While there, she was the Sponsor of the Class of 1969 

and Faculty Representative of the Maroon and White, the school newspaper. At the same time, she 

taught at and became administrator of the religious school at Mizpah Congregation where she was a 

lifetime and second-generation member. She gave over 50 years of service to Mizpah Congregation 

assisting in many positions. One of her proudest accomplishment was the founding and assuming the position of 

Chief Archivist of the Jewish Archives of Chattanooga located at Mizpah Congregation.After her successful teaching 

career, she became the director of the Boynton Senior Neighbors Center. As an author, she published 3 books and 

many magazine articles. Her interest in the past continued in her pursuit of the history of her family. She was 

relentless in finding connections to her ancestors. To that end, she has left extensive genealogical records for her 

heirs that date back over five generations.                                                   

                                             Continued on the following page…. 
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Joy Adams, continued from previous page… 

Her incredible energy did not stop at education. She was deeply involved in many civic organizations. In the early 

1960’s, she was a member of the League of Women Voters and the AAUW (American Association of University 

Women). She founded “The Chai Steppers” at the Jewish Federation and she was elected the president of the Elder 

Scholars at UTC. She held the vice-president position at the Chickamauga Chapter of the DAR (she traced her an-

cestors back to the Revolutionary War). She became the Co-Commander of the Ex-POW Chapter of Chattanooga. 

She was the Curator of an exhibit at the Chattanooga Regional History Museum called: “Jewish Reflections.” And 

she always had time to help organize reunions for her Chattanooga High School Class of 1941. These are only the 

highlights of a life well lived. 

 

Max Brener, Mizpah Past President and current Mizpah Archivist, adds these words of tribute: 
Joy Effron Abelson Adam founded both the Mizpah Archives and the Jewish Archives of Chattanooga. About 30 
years ago, Joy suggested that she take (Mizpah’s archives) to her home, which she did. She worked tirelessly for 
years, with the assistance of her son, Richard Abelson, (of blessed memory) to preserve, restore, and organize 
these records and documents which now form the basis and bulk of Mizpah’s archives. Several years ago, Joy head-
ed an exhibit about the history of the Chattanooga Jewish community at the Chattanooga Regional History Center. 
She sent out questionnaires about family information and did some oral history interviews of members of the local 
Jewish community. This formed the foundation of the Jewish Archives of Chattanooga. Without the pioneering efforts 
of Joy Adams, there would probably not be any Jewish archives in Chattanooga. She was involved in many other 
activities at Mizpah Congregation her entire lifetime. She will be missed by all who knew her.  

                         TEMPLE TIDBITS 

                     Temple Administrator, Angela Rickert 

 
Hello again to you all. This monthly article is still a new experience to me.  I have always  
been on the receiving end of waiting on other’s articles.  I have found a new understanding 
 for Rabbi, Lily and the President. I have a lot to say, (LOL) but putting it into typed words is 
not the easiest. When I’m looking over my NATA notes from the conference and trying to 
decide what I want to share with you, I actually sit and think of many of your faces. The ones 
I have seen lately, the ones I have not gotten to see; the ones I have spoken to, and try and 
think of the ones I have not. I try to relate what I have learned to how to be a better 
Administrator and person in general for Mizpah and others.  
 
My article has been suggested to “keep it light and fun”, “Tidbits from your Administrator.” 
Well, not much has gone on this past year that was real fun and not all that I learned from NATA was “fun”. So, 
everything I write may not be “light and fun”, but I hope to give you words that you enjoy reading and information that 
is helpful to your everyday life.  
 
Most of you know me really well; you know that I’m a “doer.” When a situation arises, I want to “git r done” as we 
would say in the south. (Well, not this part of the South, but some parts of the South). Let’s go, let’s get busy, let’s fix 
it, make it happen. This past year, we did not have people in the building, there were no in-house activities, which 
meant no set ups, no clean up, no planning for events. Lately, I say to Steve: “Now is the time to get things in 
shape.” Saying that, I have had to keep him busy - LOL. 
 
One thing I have realized is most of us assume and decide a solution before we have all the information for the 
problem. I have been found guilty of that. So, I say to you now, and mostly to me, what is the story under the story? 
Get all your data before you start working on a solution. You will find that you will be much more effective.  
 
In reference to one of my bullet points from my first article, how do our congregants prefer to receive our 
information? What’s best for a specific age group? Is it email, our website, Facebook, Newsletter articles or one on 
one? Let me hear what you have to say.  
 
Stay safe and well, until we meet in person again! 
Angela 



 

 

 
 
 

Join both B’nai Zion and Mizpah for a Purim to remember! This family friendly program is sure to be one you 
do not want to miss. 
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Mizpah is a Reform Jewish Congregation. We offer worship, learning and 

social action/programs designed to enhance our lives and improve our world. 

Mizpah is a welcoming congregation as we embrace interfaith couples, those 

of all faith-traditions and culturally-diverse backgrounds as well as families in 

all their forms.  

Email: Office@mizpahcongregation.org 
www.mizpahcongregation.org 

Monday-Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
423-267-9771 

 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 

Rabbi@mizpahcongregation.org 
 

Frank Miller, President 
President@mizpahcongregation.org 

Angela Rickert, Administrator 
Richard Zachary, Newsletter 

ZacharyRA@gmail.com 
 

TEMPLE OFFICERS AND BOARD 
May 1, 2020 - April 30, 2021 
Craig Lewis, Rabbi 
Lily Dropkin, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Angela Rickert, Temple Administrator 
 
OFFICERS: 
President:                             Frank Miller 
VP Administration:                     Will Melnyk 
VP Programming:                       Vicki Lewis 
Treasurer:                            Alan Richelson 
Board Secretary:                     Beth Thomas 
Past President:                   Alan Richelson 

BOARD MEMBERS / COMMITTEES 

Archives:                             Max Brener  
Development:                      Herb Cohn 
Education:                         Alexis Street 
Finance     Steve Cohn 
Governance:               Richard Zachary 
Membership:                      Barbie Potts 
Physical Properties:         Gary Chazen 
Religious Practice:          James Brown 
Social Action:                Vivian Hershey 
Appointed:                        Jan Suhrbier  
Josh Weiss                   Rose Opengart 
 

CEMETERY CONTROL BOARD 
Dana Banks, Board Representative 
Iris Abelson                 Gary Chazen 
Shelton Goldblatt          David Israel 
Donna White-Dropkin 
 
TRUSTEES 
Bob Berz, Board Representative                      
Flossie Weill     Gary Chazen  
Jim Levine                           Sandy Dittus 
 
Youth Board Rep:   Carolyn Potts 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Chattanooga, TN 

Permit  

No. 281 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

MIZPAH WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE 
 

THE MIZPAH BUIDLING REMAINS CLOSED DUE TO THE PANDEMIC 
Please attend your favorite Mizpah activity. We offer virtually everything you are used to 

Check with instructors for all times 
         Sundays                              Machanooga               10:00 am 
                                              Introduction to Hebrew        4:30 pm 
         Black-Jewish Dialogue Online:                  February 14              4:00 pm 
         Tuesdays                             Intro to Judaism            6:30 pm 
         Wednesdays                           Mussar                 7:30 am   
              Thursdays                              Lunch ‘n Learn             12:15 pm              
         Fridays                                Kabbalat Shabbat services:     6:00 pm       
                                               February 19: Shirei Shabbat -  with Amy Cohen 
                     Saturdays                              Torah Study:                 9:00 am  

                               Shabbat worship:            11:00 am 
Special Events: 
Family Promise: January 31 - February 6 - contact Vivian Hershey 
Eric Mendelsohn: Synagogue Architecture Zoom event: February 18th 7:00 pm 
Mischloach Manot Purim Baskets: February 23rd—See article inside for details 

Visit our website: 

www.MizpahCongegration.org 


