
Navigating the Sea of Talmud - Rabbi Anthony Lazarus Magrill 

Tuesday evenings 8.10 - 9.15pm 

 

We are delighted to welcome Rabbi Anthony Lazarus Magrill to the LJS to lead six sessions on the 
Talmud. 

The Talmud is perhaps the Jewish people’s primary cultural storehouse. For two millennia, its study has been 
one of Judaism's key religious and intellectual experiences; but numerous barriers have restricted access to its 
treasures. Over six sessions, open to learners whatever their prior experience, we will grapple with some of the 
Talmud’s iconic passages, working principally with texts in English translation. Expect wild stories, legal 
controversy, and insight into Judaism’s rich cultural diversity. 
 

Session 1: 24 January 

1Berakhot 2a – How do you start a Talmud? Just what is a Talmud? In our first class we learn about what the 
Talmud is, how the Talmud page works, and when we are supposed to recite the evening Shema.  

 

Session 2: 31 January 

Bava Kamma 2a-b – This week, we see the start of a very different tractate of the Talmud. What kinds of things 
are Rabbis supposed to be interested in? This week, approached rather obliquely, the laws of damages. 

 

Session 3: 7 February 

Sanhedrin 71a – The Stubborn and Rebellious Son. What are we supposed to do when the Torah says things which 
we find objectionable? Come and find out how the Rabbis of the Talmud navigated the issue.  

 

Session 4: 21 February 

Bava Metzia 59b – The Oven of Akhnai. Perhaps the Talmud's best-known narrative (aggadah); we dive deep into 
this tricksy tale to learn how the Rabbis understood their role of mediating between God and the Jewish people.  

Session 5: 28 February 

Chullin 10b-11a – Hazaka, or 'It Seems Like a Good Bet...' How does probability interact with the law? How sure 
can we be that things are what they seem to be? This week, see the Rabbis attempt to fit a perfect and certain law 
onto an imperfect and uncertain world. 

Session 6: 7 March 

Berakhot 27b-28a – What was it like to sit in the ancient academies? How did Jewish law happen? This week, we 
jump back into the sea of Talmudic narrative and learn about the rivalry between Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabban 
Gamliel which threatened to tear Rabbinic Judaism apart. 

 

Please note the class descriptions are correct at the time of going to press, but may be subject to minor alteration. 

 


