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Betrothals

Shavuot, which was celebrated on 6 Sivan/4–5 June 
at the LJS, is one of the three harvest festivals, and is 
also the day when we celebrate God giving the Torah, 
which contains the Ten Commandments, to the Jews at 
Mount Sinai, and their becoming a nation by accepting 
God’s commandments.
It is often understood as a symbolic betrothal of God 
and God’s people Israel. As is written in Hosea 2:21–22: 
‘I will betroth you to Me forever: I will betroth you to Me 
with righteousness and justice, and with goodness and 
mercy, and I will betroth you to Me with faithfulness; 
and you shall know the Eternal One.’ Sephardi traditions 
developed a ketubah – marriage contract – recording 
the marriage of God and Israel.
With the notion of a marriage contract in mind, it 
is fitting for us all to look forward to the Aufruf of 
Rabbis Igor Zinkov and Deborah Blausten at the 
Shabbat morning service on 27 August, ahead of their 
forthcoming wedding. The guest preacher will be Rabbi 
Dr Charles Middleburgh, Dean of Leo Baeck College, and 
the service will be followed by a celebratory Kiddush.
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Bereavements
We offer our sympathy to those who mourn 
Barbara Reynold, aunt of Jessica.

We also extend our sympathy to Jonathan 
Gale and his family on the death of 
Jonathan’s father, Paul Gale, to Gillian 
Young and her family on the death of 
Gillian’s husband, Lawrence Young, and to 
Alice Lovell and her family on the death of 
Alice’s brother, Herbert David Gertler.

May God comfort you and all who mourn

Kiddush honouring Rabbis Igor Zinkov and 
Deborah Blausten
Saturday 27 August

If you are planning to attend the celebratory Kiddush 
following the Shabbat morning service which includes 
the Aufruf for Rabbis Igor and Deborah, please RSVP to 
Allys Short at admin@ljs.org so that we know how many 
to cater for.

New singers – and instrumentalists – are 
welcome to join the LJS Members’ Music 
Ensemble conducted by Cathy Heller Jones
Previous choral experience is not essential, just a love of 
singing.

We lead the music in Shabbat morning services once a 
month, with one monthly evening rehearsal.

An exciting programme is planned for 2022/2023.

For more details, write to Cathy Heller Jones at: 
c.hellerjones@ljs.org

Drop-In for Asylum-Seeker Families
The next LJS Drop-Ins for asylum-seeker families 
are on Sunday 10 July and Sunday 14 August from 
2.00–4.00pm.

Existing volunteers are asked to arrive from 1.00pm 
to help set up. If you are interested in becoming a 
Drop-In volunteer, please email Hannah Tickle at: 
asylumproject@ljs.org

We would be very grateful for some toiletry donations 
for our male guests, and would be particularly pleased 
to receive men’s deodorant, shaving cream and 
disposable razors.

Save the date for a special event 
at the LJS!
Saturday 26 November in the Montefiore 
Hall

The LJS presents ‘An Evening of Magic and 
Mind Reading’

Prepare to be amazed with Nick Einhorn, 
member of the Inner Magic Circle.

Mazal tov!

Many congratulations to Siena and Jonathan Golan on 
the birth of their firstborn, Aaron Hugo Chaim. Aaron 
was born on 11 April 2022 and is pictured here aged 
three weeks.

On 7 June, the Out & About Club held a special 
party to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. A 
good time was had by all!

Mazal tov to Lauren Levine who won the Shavuot 
cheesecake competition. She is pictured here 
with the panel of judges who enjoyed their task 
of choosing the winning cheesecake!

mailto:admin@ljs.org
mailto:c.hellerjones@ljs.org
mailto:asylumproject@ljs.org
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Services: July and August (in person and online)

Unless otherwise stated, Friday evening services are at 6.45pm and Shabbat morning services are at 
11.00am, and led by either Rabbi Alexandra Wright or Rabbi Igor Zinkov. At the end of each Friday evening  
or Saturday morning service congregants are invited to Kiddush either in person or via Zoom.

Friday 1 July at early 
start time of 6.30pm ◆

Co-led by Jake Phillips Bar Mitzvah

Friday 1 July at 7.45pm ◆ Pride Celebration: this 30-minute celebration with Rabbi Indigo Raphael and 
Rabbi Rachel Benjamin is followed by a Chavurah supper and the Pink Singers

Shabbat 2 July
Chukkat

Jake Phillips Bar Mitzvah

Friday 8 July

Shabbat 9 July
Balak

Rimon end of term. The sermon will be given by outgoing Chairman, Sue 
Head. At Kiddush we will express thanks to Sue and to Martin Slowe, outgoing 
President, as well as to outgoing Rimon Lead, Matt Turchin.
A Social Action Committee Open Meeting follows Kiddush.

Friday 15 July

Shabbat 16 July
Pinchas

Guest preacher Rabbi Cantor Gershon Silins
Celebratory lunch for teachers and students of The Learning Circle

Friday 22 July ◆

Shabbat 23 July
Mattot

The service will include musical contributions in honour of the late Yakov 
Paul, former Director of Music at the LJS.
Naming and blessing of Frieda Goldblatt

Friday 29 July Aufruf Hannah Crawley and Ryan Tunkel

Shabbat 30 July ◆
Mas’ey

Friday 5 August

Shabbat 6 August
D’varim/Chazon

Saturday night 6 August
8.00 pm Tisha B’Av

Erev Tisha B’Av – see page 9

Friday 12 August

Shabbat 13 August
Va-etchanan

Service led by Rabbi Rachel Benjamin

Friday 19 August ◆

Shabbat 20 August ◆
Ekev

Friday 26 August

Shabbat 27 August ◆
Re’eh

Aufruf Rabbi Igor Zinkov and Rabbi Deborah Blausten with guest preacher 
Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh, followed by a Kiddush honouring the bridal 
couple

◆ Parking alert: cricket at Lord’s on this date; parking restrictions and/or charges may apply
The Rabbinic Ordination Service takes place at 3.00pm on Sunday 3 July at Leo Baeck College, the Selichot 
Service takes place at 8.00pm on Saturday 17 September at the LJS, and the Annual Memorial Service takes 
place at 11.00am on Sunday 18 September at the Liberal Jewish Cemetery, Pound Lane, NW10 2HG.
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The Council year has 
its structure, with 
the formalities of 
governance being 
addressed at  
designated times. The 
meetings in May and 
June are always the last 
two before the AGM and 
are the occasions when 

Council agrees the Trustees’ Report and Financial 
Statements, this year for 2021. A substantial 
amount of work goes into these documents 
before they are presented at the AGM. We are 
grateful to Jonathan Bruck, our Executive  
Director, to David Adams, our Treasurer, and to 
the auditors for ensuring their accuracy.

Council has also been discussing the LJS  
building. All are agreed that the sanctuary is 
a wonderful place for prayer, and that we are 
fortunate to have good office space, assembly 
halls and classrooms. However, its maintenance 
has become a priority. Trevor Haynes, the Chair 
of the Buildings and Facilities Committee, 
and Jonathan Bruck outlined to Trustees the 
problems we have been facing and the issues to 
be tackled. For example, this year there has been 
a gas leak, the heating has broken down, and 
there is water seepage in the basement from the 
heating system and which is estimated to cost 
several thousand pounds to fix.

Similarly, Council heard that extensive work is 
necessary at the cemetery, where the external 
columbarium is weakened and requires replacing, 
the prayer hall is in need of updating, and the 
pathways must be levelled and re-surfaced.

As a consequence of these concerns, we have 
established a maintenance schedule which will 
help to ensure that the number of urgent items 
declines over the next few years. Additionally, 
Council has agreed to establish a ‘sinking fund’ 
with income regularly set aside for the repair and 
maintenance of the building and cemetery.

A more exciting project is the development of a 
Community Hub. Our plan is to remodel the  
large basement area, unseen and unknown by 
many, and turn it into a space for community 
events and youth activities. It will also be a  
place which we can hire out to raise money for  
the LJS. If you would like to donate to this  
exciting initiative please do so through the 
‘donate’ button on our website: www.ljs.org

The June meeting was the last for those of us 
who are standing down from Council, having 
completed a second term as Trustees and 
Honorary Officers. One is Karen Newman, who  
has been our lead on Human Resources and to 
whom we are grateful for her knowledge of this 
area. The others are Martin Slowe, who comes to 
the end of his term as President, and myself who 
likewise must stand down having concluded my 
six and a half years as Chairman. I wish to give  
my thanks to Martin for his hard work as 
President, particularly in the way he has ensured 
the success of projects which will support the  
LJS financially. He has an astonishing capacity  
to raise money when we need it and has been a  
good support to me through my time in office.

As this is my final Chairman’s report, I want 
to thank the Council, and particularly the 
members of the Honorary Officer group, and our 
Vice-Chairman Chris Godbold, who have been 
industrious, understanding, and loyal.

I am handing over to Chris who Council has  
voted to be the next Chairman, and I wish him  
all success for his term of office; the LJS is in  
safe hands.

Sue Head, Chairman of Council

Council Report
‘And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you’ (Ezekiel 36:26)

https://www.ljs.org


5

Jo-Anne Winston tells us about her work as 
our Funeral Co-ordinator.

I have worked as the 
Funeral Co-ordinator for 
the LJS for the past seven 
years. Many years ago I 
did a similar job at West 
London Synagogue and 
knew that whenever I  
went back to work after 
having had my children, 
this is what I wanted to do.

My son, Joel, is now 21 and has completed an 
International Business degree at Manchester 
Metropolitan University; my daughter, Danya, is 
20 and studying Spanish and French at Sheffield 
University.

My role as Funeral Co-ordinator is not for everyone, 
but I know that I am making a difference to the 
people I deal with. I have laughed and cried 
with so many, and developed some very special 
relationships.

My work is varied and no two days are the same. 
The main part of my job is dealing with bereaved 
families. I am usually the first contact when 
someone has died, and I will support and guide 
the family through the process and make all the 
arrangements for them. I also deal with other  
issues relating to deaths, be it interring cremated 
remains or looking for a loved one’s grave at our 
cemetery, or speaking to congregants about 
what they want when they die. I am responsible 
for the upkeep of graves, renovations, yahrzeit 
notifications, and organising stone settings.

I am training to be an End of Life Doula which will 
enhance all aspects of my work.

In March 2020 Covid hit, and brought devastation 
to our community – families unable to be with their 
loved one at the time of death, funerals and  
prayers by Zoom, no hugging of family and friends, 
the usual ‘traditions’ associated with death not 
being possible. This will stay with me for a long  
time to come.

Jo-Anne Winston

Allys Short introduces herself and 
describes her work in the LJS office.

I started working at 
the LJS office in April, 
and every day has 
been enriched with 
new understanding. 
As someone who has 
previously worked in 
many different roles – 
as a 1:1 for children 
with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder, a manager of a Vietnamese restaurant, 
and a receptionist at a hospital (to name but a few) – 
I am adaptable and more than happy to rise to a 
challenge.

My role within the LJS is varied and continually 
developing. I support the office team with 
administrative duties, and work on the website 
and Shalom LJS, the weekly email. I also work with 
the Rabbis, helping them to prepare for Shabbat 
morning services, and co-ordinating lifecycle 
events, such as weddings, B’nei Mitzvah and baby 
blessings.

In my free time I enjoy making vegetarian meals 
for friends and family, exploring new places, and 
travelling to Brighton to take my niece and nephew 
to the beach.

My career goals stem from my lifelong interest in 
culture and community. Raised in a multi-faith, 
multi-ethnic household, with a half-Pakistani 
mother and Jewish stepfather, I learnt the value 
of appreciating different lived experiences. 
Growing up, I discovered my enthusiasm for and 
commitment to social action. I volunteered at food 
banks, animal shelters, after-school clubs, and 
drop-in centres for asylum seekers. As a young 
adult, I read Social Anthropology at Goldsmiths 
College and there developed my keen interest in 
working for the Third Sector. In turn, this led me to 
the LJS. A university friend, aware I was looking for a 
new role, forwarded me a communication from the 
LJS mentioning a vacancy, and I am happy to say 
that I read on!

Allys Short

Members of staff at the LJS
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It was so good coming into the LJS building for the 
Liberal Judaism Day of Celebration: back in person 
after the months of Covid exclusion; a reminder 
of times past, of LJS rabbis who were part of my 
rabbinic story, the late and much missed Rabbis 
Rayner and Goldberg, but also the new initiatives 
and return to real activity led by Rabbis Wright and 
Zinkov; the Day of Celebration a reminder of the 
present vitality and future of the Liberal Jewish 
movement. And the LJS was a fitting venue 
for a gathering in our 120th year, because the 
forerunner of the LJS, the Jewish Religious Union, 
gave the initial impetus and has sustained the 
ethos of Liberal Judaism over the decades.

It is a minor miracle that we have survived the 
Covid pandemic in such good shape. Without 
Zoom I wonder how many congregations would 
have survived; it enabled so many to be inspired 
to expand their activities and membership. The 
immediate question is: how will we cope with 
a situation of offering services and educational 
sessions both in person and online? Will people 
come back to the synagogue, and for how long 
will the attraction of watching online remain real? 
Interesting times, though thankfully, I think we 
start from a good base, a feeling of enthusiasm and 
also an appreciation of the need for community.

Liberal Judaism itself has coped well with this 
Covid period, with new online education courses, 
and with new initiatives like the (almost) weekly 
‘Community Connections’ which give all of 
our members the chance to connect with the 
central organisation, to learn good practice, the 

current community rules and to discuss common 
problems. We saw a change in professional 
leadership, and are fortunate that our new CEO, 
Rabbi Charley Baginsky, is certainly making her 
presence felt within the movement and in the 
wider Anglo-Jewish community in promoting our 
cause. Our rabbis have taken on the challenges 
and extra work caused by the pandemic and also 
reacted well to the national and international 
concerns: homelessness and poverty within the 
country, and the ever-increasing refugee crisis 
caused by foreign wars.

But what of the future? It is not going to be easy 
for so many reasons. Clearly we are facing a period 
of austerity within the country and money will be 
in short supply for many. And suddenly we face a 
period of great anxiety over the unpredictability 
of the ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine and its 
global effect as well as concerns about the future 
actions of China. I was lucky to be a congregational 
rabbi during an era of optimism and relative calm, 
as well as more enthusiasm for organised religion 
and community life. Now there seems to be a 
growing disinterest or downright opposition to 
religious faith and to community life, the focus 
being more on individual concerns and wants. 
Busy lives mean that making time for volunteering 
is difficult, and breakdown in the family structure 
has challenged the once lauded home gatherings 
for Seder and Friday night dinners.

However, I believe Liberal Judaism is well placed 
to face these challenges. It has always sought 
creative ways to deal with changing society 
structures. It has changed and modernised its 
liturgy, it has given a lead on personal issues, it 
has reacted positively to serious societal issues 
such as homelessness and refugees, and it has 
welcomed in people from all backgrounds. After 
120 years of achievement there is no reason to 
doubt that Liberal Judaism will continue to add to 
the Jewish story and mission in the years to come.

Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein

Reflections on Liberal Judaism
As Liberal Judaism celebrates its 120th anniversary, LJS News invited LJ President, 
Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein, to share his thoughts on the movement.
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LJS member Jan McPherson describes her day.
As a new Member of the LJS, I was greatly looking forward to attending through 
Zoom this much anticipated event. The introduction and welcome by Rabbis 
Igor Zinkov, Charley Baginsky and Dr Andrew Goldstein were thought-provoking, 
reflecting on how important it is to be tolerant towards each other and other 
faiths, and looking at our past present and future, and what it means to be 
Liberal, to be Jewish and a Liberal Jew.

The first session I attended, The Accidental Activist, was led by Jamie Klingler, co-founder of Reclaim 
These Streets which was set up when the harrowing news broke that a policeman had murdered a 
young woman. We discussed the relationship with the police and their sometimes unsympathetic 
attitude towards the vigil being planned to show solidarity with women. Jamie is passionate in her 
views on women’s rights in society, advocating school visits to encourage discussion on equality and 
respect for girls, and to dismantle the culture of male dominance. Women do not have to endure abuse, 
and their voices must be heard.

The excellent keynote session by Sara Nathan, co-founder of Refugees at Home, and Paul Anticoni, 
chief executive of World Jewish Relief, was dedicated to the topic of refugees and how they may be 
supported in the UK and wherever they are in the world.

I found Rabbi Monique Mayer’s session on Mussar fascinating. Mussar is a Jewish ethical approach to life 
that helps us to realise our highest spiritual potential through daily application. We addressed the issue 
‘How can I honour someone when they’re wrong?’, and discussed how other people make us feel, and 
how we need to step back. I was drawn to the application of the commandment ‘Love thy neighbour’  
not just to the neighbour next door but in the wider sense. We can be curious rather than judgemental, 
and seek to understand people we do not agree with and, importantly, to listen to what they have to say.

The Liberal Jewish Concert was both joyful and emotional. The concluding song was one of peace to 
the tune of a Ukrainian lullaby, and felt especially poignant.

The day, which passed all too quickly, had been both exhilarating and absorbing, and at the end I had a 
great deal to reflect upon.

Experiences of Liberal Judaism’s Day of Celebration  
on 22 May 2022

LJS member Anna Dilphy summarises her thoughts on the event.
I had great pleasure in joining with many others who were visiting our synagogue 
to celebrate the 120th anniversary of Liberal Judaism. Rabbi Igor Zinkov, who co-
chaired the Day of Celebration Organising Committee, captured the mood so well 
when he said: ‘To have everyone back together in person after three years, while 
still making use of the new skills we learned in the pandemic to open our doors 
wider than ever, is truly special. But even more special is what will happen next, 

as we leave the Day of Celebration enthused and ready for the next steps in our Liberal Judaism story.’

As Liberal Jews, the Day of Celebration reminded us that whilst we embrace many different operational 
definitions in the way we live our Jewish identity, we all use the same sociological definition: ‘One is 
Jewish who defines oneself as Jewish and is accepted by others as Jewish.’

The day made me feel confident that being a Liberal Jew is to be a positive force towards a more global 
and less local world. It was a very uplifting and forward-looking day, with thought-provoking sessions 
and difficult subjects given life.
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In the years following 
the Velvet Revolution of 
1989 and the collapse 
of communism in 
Czechoslovakia, the 
country became a 
democracy, and the 
two states of the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia 
were created by the 

Federal Assembly. Individuals, hungry for a 
spiritual and religious life, were free to gather and 
practise their faith once more. Bejt Simcha was 
a newly formed progressive Jewish community 
in Prague and I, having recently completed my 
rabbinic dissertation on the Maharal of Prague 
(c. 1520–c. 1609), was asked by the European 
Union for Progressive Judaism to lead services 
and do some teaching with the community.

Over the course of a weekend, there were a few 
hours to wander through the Jewish Quarter, 
known as Josefov, and spend time in each 
of the synagogues – the 15th century Pinkas 
Synagogue, now a memorial to the 77,297 Jews 
from Czechoslovakia who were murdered in the 
Shoah, the 16th century Maisel Synagogue, and 
the Klausen synagogue founded a century later, 
both housing artifacts and texts from the lost 
Jewish community. And, of course, there was the 
oldest surviving synagogue in Europe, the Altneu, 
where women are confined to a separate room, 
behind thick stone walls, with narrow openings 
at waist height so that one must fold one’s body 
in half to view the main sanctuary and see what is 
happening in the service.

I thought about this experience while reading 
Dara Horn’s book ‘People Love Dead Jews: Reports 
from a Haunted Present’ – a provocative title that 
argues that most people, even intelligent and 
well-educated, learn about Jews mainly because 
people have killed Jews in the past. From an 
early teenage experience to an uncomfortable 
conversation with her ten-year-old son about ‘The 

Merchant of Venice’, Dara Horn’s book assesses the 
past contributions of Jews to the economy of the 
Chinese city of Harbin, the legacy of Anne Frank, 
the massacre of Jews in synagogues in the United 
States, Nazi atrocities against Jews, the Soviet 
Union and its persecution of Jews, fictional dead 
Jews, and the museums and memorials world-
wide that tell us about the past traditions, culture 
and folklore of a ‘dead’ people:

‘Like most people in the world, they had only 
encountered dead Jews: people whose sole 
attribute was that they had been murdered, 
and whose murders served a clear purpose, 
which was to teach us something. Jews 
were people who, for moral and educational 
purposes, were supposed to be dead.’

Dara Horn writes in a lively, personal style, 
carrying the reader swiftly through her 12 
essays, exploring history and fiction, the way we 
commemorate Jewish tragedy or portray Jews 
through literature or film, blockbuster exhibitions 
on Auschwitz, and how antisemitic events are 
conveyed through the media.

But her style is often ironic, sarcastic even, and 
where this is most palpable is when she speaks 
about novels that detract from the brutal and ugly 
reality of the Shoah, where romance, sacrifice or 
redemption appear to mitigate the terrible reality 
of the deception, cruelty and murder undertaken 
by the Nazis.

While absorbed by her forensic research into 
places, communities and individuals barely 
known, after a while I began to weary of her 
central thesis that people are only interested in 
dead Jews. On a daily commute with her young 
son, the boy insists that she download ‘The 
Merchant of Venice’ and they listen to it together, 
Horn trying to dissuade the boy by saying that 
the language is too hard and that there are better 
plays by Shakespeare than this one.

Horn tries to soften Shakespeare’s 
characterisation of Shylock, but is stymied by 

Book Review
Rabbi Alexandra Wright shares her thoughts on ‘People Love Dead Jews: Reports 
from a Haunted Present’ by Dara Horn (W. W. Norton & Co., 2021)
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the language of hatred that builds to a crescendo 
in the play. When she hits the pause button 
to explain to her ten-year-old that the famous 
speech ‘I am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes…?’ will 
change what he thinks of Shylock, making him 
more ‘human’, one can sense a slight sigh of 
relief. But the smart, morbidly-obsessed boy is 
not taken in by either his mother or the speech. 
Shylock is just like any other supervillain, says 
the boy. ‘You’re not supposed to fall for the evil 
supervillain monologue! What idiot would fall for 
that?’

Horn is shocked by the way she has been 
‘gaslighted’, tied to a ‘long history of ugly 
caricatures and spilled blood’. And she adds, 
‘There is a much subtler and more insidious bond, 
tying us to the need to justify and accept it.’

Ultimately, I think she exhausts herself by 
examining the tragic, lachrymose version of 
the Jewish past and turns to online Daf Yomi 

discussion groups on a page of Talmud. Here 
there are living Jews, talking, discussing, arguing, 
and whose lives are engaged in a vibrant dialectic 
that moves between past and present.

Perhaps she realises the dangers of ‘gaslighting’ 
her own readers into believing that people ‘love 
dead Jews’, when as educators, writers, rabbis 
and artists, we should be teaching others about 
Jews as living, breathing, vibrant individuals who 
want to engage with the rest of the world and 
want to take their part in healing the enmity and 
rifts that have separated us from others.

And perhaps too, more needs to be written about 
the positive and fruitful relationships that have 
existed between Jews and non-Jews in the past.

Alexandra Wright
‘People Love Dead Jews’ is available in the Israel Abrahams 
Library at the LJS.

Please join us for this solemn service in which we 
remember the destruction of both Temples in 
Jerusalem and other tragic events in our Jewish 
history. There will be an opportunity to mourn the 
tragic loss of life in Ukraine and to talk about the 
relevance of the Book of Lamentations which is 
read on Tisha B’Av.

Can our remembrance of past glories, the pain 
of the present, examination of human ways and 
our prayers to God to ‘take us back,’ to ‘renew our 
days as of old’, help us move beyond despair and 
hopelessness? Come and share your thoughts 
with the rabbinic team and listen to the tragic 
lament of the Book of Lamentations.

Tisha B’Av – Saturday evening 6 August at 8.00pm
This service will take place in the Sanctuary and online

Bridgeman Images

Please note that when the 9 Av falls on Shabbat, 
then the fast, commemorating the destruction of 
the two Temples and other tragedies in our Jewish 
history, is postponed a day to Saturday night and 
Sunday.

‘Take us back, O Eternal One, to Yourself, 
And let us come back; 
Renew our days as of old.’

Lamentations 5:21
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On my paternal 
grandfather’s side, 
our family roots are 
Dutch. This explains 
my unusual maiden 
name: Leuw. Leeuw is a 
very common surname 
in Holland. The word 
means ‘lion’. An ‘e’ 
seems to have been lost 

in our case, soon after 1811, which is when my 
ancestor Abraham Levy (1760–1825) responded 
to a Napoleonic requirement for everyone to have 
a surname by adopting the name Leeuw. One 
of Abraham’s sons, Marcus (1790–1871), came 
to England from Monnickendam to establish an 
outpost of the family’s meat business. Originally 
they traded in cattle but – rather surprisingly 
for a Jewish family – switched to pigs. For many 
years Marcus Leuw Ltd was, as I understand it, 
one of two Jewish pork sellers at Smithfield. 
My grandfather Cyril Marcus Leuw preferred the 
motor trade to the meat trade, leaving his younger 
brother Maurice and Maurice’s sons Phillip and 
Clifford to carry on the family firm.

When my brother Marc and I were very young, 
my parents would take us to have tea with my 
great-great aunt Annie (Hannah Lyon, née Leuw) 
who allegedly spoke 
Dutch, although she 
herself had been 
born in London. She 
always offered us a 
plate of home-made 
Dutch ‘butter cakes’, 
and her recipe is 
included here.

I also have a 
childhood memory 
of visiting ‘the 
Bournemouth Leuws’, 
an elderly couple 
who, unlike my closer 
relatives, had actually 

been born in Holland, and who had made 
contact in 1960 after reading the announcement 
of my uncle David Leuw’s engagement in the 
newspaper. We believed all the rest of the 
family in Holland had perished during the war. 
However, in 2006 my cousin Martin discovered 
Bertje Leuw alive and well in Amsterdam. She 
had been hidden from the Nazis as a baby and, 
miraculously, had survived. Bertje and her 
husband Herbert were the guests of honour at a 
Leuw family reunion held in 2007.

Dutch Butter Cakes 
As made by my great-great aunt, Annie Lyon (née 
Leuw)

Mix the following and make into balls:

6oz self-raising flour 
4oz butter 
2oz sugar 
1 egg yolk* 
Lemon or almond flavouring (a few drops to taste) 
 
Dip balls into *beaten egg white then into caster 
sugar.

Bake on greased baking tray for approximately 
30 minutes in oven regulo 3–4 (170–180°C; 
150–160°C fan oven). Balls will flatten out to round 
biscuit shape.

If you would like to share the story of your Jewish 
heritage, please contact Harriett Goldenberg at: 
hgoldenberg@btinternet.com

Dutch Roots
LJS member Carolyn Simon (née Leuw) tells us her family story.

My great-great-great 
grandfather Philip Marcus 
Leuw (1816–1902), the 
father of Marcus Philip 
Leuw.

Marcus Philip Leuw 
(1847–1926) with his 
wife, Elizabeth. He 
was the grandson of 
my ancestor Marcus 
Abraham Leuw, who 
came to London from 
Holland.

mailto:hgoldenberg@btinternet.com
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The first person that anyone coming to the LJS 
sees is either Mick Daly or Natasha Forde, and 
we are most fortunate to have two people who 
undertake their duties with such commitment.

Mick, our highly 
experienced Residential 
House Manager, lives 
in the on-site flat with 
his partner, Sandra, 
daughter Rosie, now 
23, and four cats. Mick 
had previously worked 
as a driving attendant 
with Westminster 

Social Services. It was in that role that he helped 
escort members of the Out & About Club to their 
Tuesday evening meetings, and Jenny Nathan, 
Chairman of the Club, was instrumental in putting 
him forward for the caretaker position. He never 
imagined he’d be here 16 years on!

Born and brought up in the Paddington area of 
London to Irish parents, Mick’s early jobs were 
with Wallpaper Warehouses in Church Street, 
then the clothing firm Take 6, after which he 
worked with Westminster Council. He was in the 
process of learning the Knowledge to become a 
London cab driver when the caretaker role at the 
LJS presented itself.

Mick is responsible for the security of the building 
and the safety of everyone in it. He sets up all 
events, large and small, preparing for the many 
services, kiddushim, classes, meetings, and 
gatherings taking place throughout our building. 
The High Holy Days, especially Yom Kippur, are 
particularly complex given the number of services 
taking place simultaneously all day. Mick says that 
being flexible and ready for anything stand him in 
good stead!

Mick particularly loves getting to know 
congregants and seeing the younger members 
as they grow up. He much enjoys his job, and you 
can see that by his cheerful and helpful manner. 

Outside work, Mick’s an avid follower of the 
news, enjoys watching football matches, and his 
hobbies include boxing – a skill which fortunately 
has not had to be deployed at the LJS!

Working alongside 
Mick is Natasha, who 
started working with us 
on 15 February. Born in 
Stepney to an English 
mother and South 
American father, she’s an 
East End girl, brought up 
in Walthamstow and now 
living in Leytonstone. Her 

partner is Floyd, and she has a son, Joshua, 23, a 
daughter, Tiersha, 29, and son-in-law, Jonathan, 
and is the proud grandmother of Mia, aged 9. 
Like Mick, Natasha is a cat lover, and adores 
her beautiful cat, Whisper. Her hobbies include 
cycling, gardening, DIY and doing volunteer work 
in her neighbourhood.

Before coming to the LJS, Natasha worked for 
over two decades with Asda where she held a 
number of positions in different sections of the 
business including fish, bakery, butchery, and 
clothing as well as security. Her responsibilities 
at the LJS are similar to Mick’s. She brings 
her organisational skills to her work and likes 
everything to be clean, tidy and looking nice.

Natasha is in her element when helping people, 
and especially relates to the children and the 
elderly. She likes to support people who have 
disabilities and undertakes this both at work 
and in her spare time. She values the emphasis 
which the LJS puts on caring for everyone in 
the community, especially Singing for the Mind, 
and is enjoying finding out about the Jewish 
festivals. Her winning smile and helpfulness are 
appreciated by everyone.

This is an opportunity to say a big thank you to 
Mick and Natasha!

Meet our caretakers – Mick Daly and Natasha Forde
LJS News catches up with two key people who set the tone for the warmth and 
friendliness we wish to show to all who enter our synagogue.
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Rimon CornerCommunity
New Chavurah monthly 
gatherings
Former members and friends of West Central 
Liberal Synagogue, as well as those from the 
wider LJ community who wish to continue the 
legacy of Lily Montagu, are warmly invited to the 
monthly hybrid Chavurah meetings being held in 
the Assembly Hall at the LJS at 3.00pm on the first 
Shabbat of the month.
For further information and Zoom links please 
contact Martina at: chavurah.kedushah@gmail.com

Community Care
Aviva Shafritz, our Community Care Co-ordinator, 
is ready to help with difficulties experienced 
not only by our older members, such as with 
illness and provision of care, but also across the 
spectrum of life. You can contact Aviva by email: 
a.shafritz@ljs.org or on 020 7286 5181.

Video and Tea
You are warmly invited to this event which takes 
place on the fourth Wednesday of the month 
1.30–4.30pm. There is no need to book – just 
come along. You will have soup on arrival, then a 
DVD followed by a delicious tea including  
ice-cream. The cost is just £2.00 per session.
Please note that mobility aids such as walking 
frames and wheelchairs are not a problem.
Our next screenings:
27 July: Gigi
24 August: Ladies in Lavender

Restaurant Tuesday
Everyone in our community is welcome to attend 
our informal lunch club. Join us at 12.45pm on 
the third Tuesday of the month for a chance to 
meet and chat and have a delicious meal, hosted 
by our delightful team of volunteers. We suggest a 
donation of £6.00. Our next lunches are on 19 July 
and 16 August. Please call the office on 020 7286 
5181 to let us know you are coming.

Singing for the Mind
Singing for the Mind is open to anyone with 
memory problems or in the early stages of 
dementia. In-person weekly sessions start with 
tea and biscuits being served as people arrive. 
This allows participants and their companions the 
chance to chat before we start singing. The hour-
long singing session is led by a trained music leader, 
supported by volunteers. A dementia specialist is 
available for help and advice. For further details 
and advice on joining the group, please email  
sfm@ljs.org or phone the LJS on 020 7286 5181.

The LJS Book Group
All LJS Members and Friends are invited to join 
our friendly and informal book group.
The sessions are on Zoom, start at 7.00pm and 
last between an hour and an hour and a half.
If you have any questions or would like to be sent 
a zoom link for the next Book Club, please email: 
ljsreaders@hotmail.com
The next session is on Thursday 7 July when we 
will discuss The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles, 
and the session after that is on Thursday 4 August.

Bridge Club
The Bridge Club meets at 2.00pm every Monday 
(except Jewish and Bank Holidays) and continues 
till 5.00pm, with a break for refreshments. The 
standard of Bridge playing is average, but players 
should know the basics of the game. This is as 
much a social afternoon as a competitive one. 
Cost is £2.00 per members and £3.00 for non-
members. We welcome new players. For more 
details please contact the LJS on 020 7286 5181.

 

 

May 25th     “Hairspray” 

In 1960s Baltimore, dance-loving “pleasantly” plump teen Tracy Turnblad  auditions for a 
spot on "The Corny Collins Show" and wins. She becomes an overnight celebrity, a trend-
setter in dance, fun and fashion. Perhaps her new status as a teen sensation is enough to 
topple Corny's reigning dance queen and bring racial integration to the show.  All-star 
cast including John Travolta, Christopher Walken and Michelle Pfeiffer. 

June 22nd    “Florence Foster Jenkins” 

In the 1940s, New York socialite Florence Foster Jenkins (Meryl Streep) dreams of     
becoming a great opera singer. Unfortunately, her ambition far exceeds her talent. The 
voice Florence hears in her head is beautiful, but to everyone else it is quite lousy. Her 
husband St. Clair (Hugh Grant)  goes to extreme lengths to make sure his wife never 
finds out how awful she truly is. When Florence announces her plans for a concert at 
Carnegie Hall, St. Clair soon realizes that he's facing his  greatest challenge yet. 

July 27th     “Gigi” 

Gaston (Louis Jourdan) is a restless Parisian playboy who moves from one mistress to 
another, while also spending time with Gigi (Leslie Caron), a precocious younger 
friend learning the ways of high society. The platonic relationship between Gaston 
and Gigi changes, however, when she matures, but the possibility of something 
lasting seems unlikely since he won't commit to one woman. Gigi refuses to be       
anyone's mistress, however, and Gaston must choose between her and his carefree 
lifestyle. 

August 24th  “Ladies in Lavender” 

Aging spinster sisters Ursula (Judi Dench) and Janet (Maggie Smith) discover a young 
man (Daniel Brühl) near death on the beach by their home in a small Cornish fishing 
village. Taking him in, they discover that he is Andrea, a violinist from Krakow, Poland, 
who had been swept off an ocean liner on which he was sailing to a fresh start in 
America. Although Ursula feels an unfamiliar spark of infatuation for the handsome 
young musician, propriety suggests the attraction must remain unspoken 
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The Learning Circle
Adult education classes at the LJS

Shavuot term dates
Tuesday classes are held until 12 July, with 
the exceptions of Tuesday Texts and Exploring 
Judaism, which continue until 19 July. 
Wednesday classes continue until 13 July.
Shabbat morning classes run until 9 July.

High Holy Day preparation
High Holy Day preparation classes will be held 
on Tuesday evenings at 8.10pm on 13, 20 and 27 
September.

Sukkot and Simchat Torah
A class will be held at 8.10pm on Tuesday  
11 October to study these two festivals.

Sukkot term dates
Tuesday classes will run 13 September –  
13 December, with half-term 25 October.
Shabbat morning classes will run 10 September – 
10 December, with half-term 22 and 29 October.

Preview of Sukkot term classes
Details of all classes will be announced in the 
forthcoming brochure for The Learning Circle, in the 
next newsletter, and in the weekly Tuesday Shalom 
LJS email.
Classes are held on Tuesday evenings and Shabbat 
mornings prior to the Shabbat morning services, 
except for the Tuesday Texts class which is held on 
Tuesday mornings 11.15am – 12.30pm.
Hebrew classes
Classes at all levels of Classical Hebrew, from 
beginners to more advanced students, are held 
throughout the academic year. A new class for 
Absolute Beginners will start in the Sukkot term. 
There are classes for those who would like to learn 
more about biblical and prayer-book Hebrew.
Discussion classes
Discussion classes are held on Tuesday and 
Shabbat mornings:
In the Tuesday Texts classes, biblical and rabbinic 
texts as well as modern poetry and short stories 

are studied, and there are also sessions on  
Jewish art and music. These classes are led  
by Rabbis Alexandra Wright and Igor Zinkov,  
and Dr Dov Softi, with the occasional guest 
speaker.
In the Shabbat morning Learning with Texts 
classes the focus will be on Judaism in the first 
century BCE. Our guest contributor, leading 
classes on 1 and 8 October, is Dr David Friedman, 
lecturer in Law at the University of Cambridge 
and an expert on Josephus. Classes will also be 
led by Rabbis Dr Michael Hilton, Sybil Sheridan 
Alexandra Wright and Igor Zinkov. If you are 
interested in joining the class please contact 
Michael Romain: romain@netgates.co.uk

Exploring Judaism
This course is for people, including non-Jewish 
family members, who wish to know more about 
Judaism. It is also an essential programme of 
instruction for people choosing Judaism by 
conversion.

Continuing our Jewish Journey
This class is for students with some prior 
knowledge of Judaism, including those who have 
graduated from Rabbi Igor’s Exploring Judaism 
course. It will help you learn how to access Jewish 
texts from the Bible to the Talmud, from medieval 
codes of law to contemporary commentators. 
This course may, if you wish, lead to an adult Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah.

LJS Chavruta
To learn more about the opportunity to learn 
with study companions, and/or to register, please 
contact Rabbi Igor Zinkov: i.zinkov@ljs.org or visit: 
www.tinyurl.com/ljsch

Future plans
There will be opportunities to study on Tuesday 
evenings with our Scholar in Residence, Rabbi Dr 
Michael Hilton.
In January-March 2023 an Introduction to Talmud 
will be offered by Rabbi Anthony Lazarus Magrill.

mailto:romain@netgates.co.uk
mailto:i.zinkov%40ljs.org?subject=
https://www.tinyurl.com/ljsch
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In the Jewish Values 
classes I do with 
Kabbalat Torah (KT) 
students, we are always 
looking for clues in 
Jewish history as to how 
Judaism developed 
the way it did, and 
how it influences our 
community at the LJS. 

I think it’s important to consider the way we 
practise Judaism and see ourselves as Jews now 
by considering our historical context.

In order to find reasons why Progressive 
and Reform Judaism started to develop in 
the late 18th and early 19th century, the 
class is introduced to the importance of the 
Enlightenment and the so-called ‘Age of 
Reason’ in the development of the Jewish 
Enlightenment, the Haskalah. We’ve been talking 
about the locations where all this took place. 
Moses Mendelssohn’s translation of the Torah in 
Germany is always looked on as the cornerstone 
of the Haskalah, but there were also events across 
the world, including in London, that created the 
conditions for the development of a new type  
of Judaism.

One of the big influences on how the Jewish 
community was treated and perceived was the 
increase in philosemitism in European culture. 
Enlightenment 
figures’ fascination 
with the arcane 
and the mysterious 
frequently led them 
to the Mishnah and 
the Kabbalah. A young 
William Blake drew a 
fantastic self-portrait 
(right) with a Menorah 

Rimon Corner on his forehead, the Jewish ‘Tree of Life’ that was 
already a symbol treasured by secret societies 
that had sprung up in the 18th century like 
the Freemasons. At the centre of much of this 
philosemitic encounter with angels and Hebrew 
texts was the Swedish 
polymath, Immanuel 
Swedenborg (right). 
KT1 class and I were 
kindly invited to a 
private tour and chat 
at Swedenborg House 
with the Swedenborg 
Society’s archivist and 
librarian, Alex Murray.

In front of a stage set up for a one-man show 
about William Blake, Alex talked us through the 
history of the Society, founded 30 years after the 
death of Swedenborg at a time when his followers 
were beginning to evolve their own different 
forms of Christian ‘Swedenborgian’ mysticism. 
The Society’s founding aims are still pursued: 
to keep Swedenborg’s works in print, promote 
his ideas and to manage a growing library of 
Swedenborg-related texts.

There is a bookshop on the ground floor which is 
going to be developed into an 18th century-style 
coffee shop in order to recreate the atmosphere 
in which Swedenborg and his contemporaries 
worked and shared ideas. Alex explained that the 
Swedenborgian churches had taken his writings 
as canon, a kind of third testament, whereas the 
rest of the Swedenborgians remained in their 
respective denominations and eventually included 
writers and theologians from outside Christianity, 
including later Buddhist and Shintoist followers.

The venue has paid host to many artists 
and writers who have a strong affinity with 
Swedenborg’s mystical ideas, which include 
a holistic vision of the universe and heaven 
and hell as being mirrored and modelled on 
the human body. Alex explained that as a high 
Enlightenment natural philosopher, Swedenborg 
was also engaged in science: as well as working 
as an inspector of Sweden’s mines, he anticipated 
modern ideas about neurons in biology and was 
the first to correctly describe nebulas in astronomy.

Visit to Swedenborg House
Rimon teacher Danny Lang describes a 
fascinating outing with his class.
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Swedenborg’s relationship with Judaism is very 
much linked with his magpie syncretic mystical 
approach; he studied Hebrew and knew the 
‘Ba’al Shem of London’, the controversial Rabbi 
Jacob Samuel Falk (below), near to whose 
house in London Swedenborg dreamed of a 
revelatory text in Hebrew appearing. The later 
Rosicrucian branch of Freemasonry is known 
to have kept Swedenborg, Falk and the Italian 
charlatan magician Cagliostro as its three ‘secret 
adepts’. This use of Falk and Swedenborg as 
exotic mysteries by Masons is typical of early 
19th century religious 
dissent. At the time 
of his fantastic 
self-portrait, William 
Blake was also being 
introduced to the 
Rosicrucian mysteries, 
which included a 
reverence for Jewish 
symbols.

Objects on display in the library at the venue 
include a copy of Swedenborg’s long lost skull 
and treasured locks of his hair. Alex explained how 
Swedenborg’s ascent to a figure of idol worship 
had risen after the formation of the Swedenborg 
Society among other Swedenborgian 
movements, many of whom shared a Victorian 
appetite for keepsakes of this enigmatic figure 
from a previous age who had written so much 

on God and angels, yet who had been a man of 
science – to some a potential new Messiah.

The false Messiah label had already caused huge 
changes to the Jewish community in the century 
since the death of Sabbatai Zvi, including the rise 
and fall of Jacob Frank in Poland and the antics 
of Rabbi Falk in London. Swedenborg caused 
similar ructions in Christianity after his death, 
and the splintering of his legacy into different 
arguments about the uses of spirituality and 
factions including new churches are familiar to 
anyone with an interest in charismatic leaders 
and movements within Judaism at a similar time.

We are very grateful to Alex for taking the time to 
meet the class and explain this Enlightenment 
figure. The respect for Jewish sources, 
traditions and symbols by Swedenborg and 
his contemporaries shows how conditions had 
changed in European society to allow greater 
Jewish religious freedom. Swedenborg’s scientific 
approach to his own spiritual experiences, 
including the maintaining of a diary still printed by 
the Society, and the casting of those experiences 
as belonging to a new age of reason and liberty, 
really helped the KT class understand the cultural 
atmosphere in Europe at the time of the Haskalah 
and the birth of a new type of Judaism.

Danny Lang

We wish these young members of the LJS a very happy birthday in July and August.

July 
Michael Berlingieri 
Emily Cooper 
Arthur Davidson-Kelly 
Oscar Davidson-Kelly 
Tristan Del Mar 
Emma Dixter 
Joseph Frank 
Samuel Frank 
Blanka Gauder 
Liam Gold 

 
Audrey Hutchinson 
Milo Langham McLellan 
Adam Mondschein 
Semih Nasi 
Joel Pinto 
Jonas Sellar 
Nathaniel Sellar 
Raphael Sellar 
Angie Sokel 
Rosa Wolchover 

August 
Mia Dixter 
Daniel Fisher 
Theo Frankel 
Freddie Grant 
Noah Gulperin 
Raife Hockley Lester 
Max Josefs 
Solly Kane 
Theo Korn 
Teddy Levi-French 

 
Libby Lewis 
Gideon Putnam 
Quinn Shipsey 
Nathan Simon 
Acacia Steen 
Joshua Tobias 
Skyler Tuvey 
Ursula Warshaw 
Eli Wolchover
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Welcome to Rabbi Elana Dellal and  
Susannah Alexander

It’s really ‘welcome back’ to Rabbi Elana Dellal 
who will become Rimon Rabbi, and mazal tov 
to Susannah who has been Rimon’s Deputy 
Head and now becomes Rimon Lead. We are 
really delighted that both have agreed to take on 
slightly different roles of leadership – Rabbi Elana 
overseeing the spiritual, pastoral, worship and 
community needs of children and families, and 
Susannah holding responsibility for the academic 
needs of the children and having oversight of 
Rimon as a school. Rabbi Elana and Susannah 
will work in partnership together, supported by 
our Education Co-ordinator, Debi Penhey. This 
is a return to the LJS for Rabbi Elana in a slightly 
different role from her previous role with us, and 
a well-deserved step-up for Susannah who is an 

important member of the LJS community and contributes in so many 
different ways to community life and especially to the educational needs 
of both adults and children.

Au Revoir and Thank You to Student Rabbi 
Matt Turchin

On behalf of all of us at the LJS and especially 
Rimon students and parents, we would like to say 
a huge thank you to Student Rabbi Matt Turchin 
who steered us through the challenging period of 
Covid-19, maintaining the interest and enthusiasm 
of students and parents while we were on Zoom 
from April 2020 until July 2021. An even greater 
challenge faced Matt and the teaching staff as we 

returned to the LJS building in September 2021, ensuring that everyone 
remained safe and well. Matt has brought creativity, novelty and a 
great passion for learning to the LJS and especially to Rimon, where 
he transformed our L’Dor va-Dor services, involving children in their 
creation. He has also been a wonderful Bar and Bat Mitzvah teacher to a 
number of students. Thank you so much, Matt.

Rabbi Alexandra Wright
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