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If a member of your family lived in
London in 1914-18 – or if you are just
interested in learning more about the

role of London’s Jews during the First
World War – come to The LJS at 14.30 on
Sunday 5 March to hear about a project
that aims to preserve their stories.

Bring along your family photos and any
other Great War memorabilia and you
may be launched on the road to finding
out some surprising facts about your
own ancestors.

An estimated 40-50,000 Jews served in
the British forces in the war. But the
whole community was engaged in the

battle for national survival, alongside
their non-Jewish neighbours.

‘We Were There Too’ is digitising and
posting online the surviving material
that records the Jewish contribution to
the war effort. Among the material
being made public for the first time is
the extensive collection of children’s
work produced at The LJS religion
school in 1915-16 (and featured in last
month’s LJS News).

The Jewish Chronicle revealed the unique
LJS archive to a national audience last
month with an extraordinary three-page
report (pictured below). ➩ p6

What did we do in the war?
The FirstWorld War, that is…

The ‘We Were There Too’ 
roadshow runs from

14.30-16.30 on 
Sunday 5 March 

at The LJS.
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Welcome
to these new members:

Ruby Goldstone
Tiziana Parisi
Jonathan Smith

Bereavements
We extend our sympathy to
those who mourn:
Alice Bloomfield,mother of
Steven and Janet (Rosenthal)

Dr Joseph Glazer, husband of
Evelyn

Beverley Michaels,wife of
Andrew, daughter of Hyman
Sharpstone and sister of
Howard Sharpstone

Martin Miller, husband of
Sheila 

Stanley Woolf, husband of
Christine

המקום ינחם אתכם
 בתוך שאר האבלים
May God comfort you
and all who mourn

Jews’ views in the news
Discuss, debate, discover on Shabbatmornings
If you’ve ever wanted to explore Jewish perspectives on a
topical issue, this is the group for you. Each week, an expert
facilitator will introduce the topic of their choice, then it’s
over to you! 
Everyone is welcome; come every week or be an occasional
visitor to this free course and make your voice heard.

                 4 March
         Climate Change
          Karen Newman

11 March
How does social media affect our 

views on the news?
Carol Gould

                                                                 18 March
                                                    ‘What we need is fewer 
                                                     faith schools, not more 
                                                                Jewish ones’
                                                              Michael Hart

10.00-
10.45

by the
 Shoah

memo
rial

Come to the
AGM in June…
The Annual General
Meeting of The LJS will 
take place on Wednesday
14 June at 19.30. The
formal meeting will be
followed by a presentation
on the work of Save A
Child’s Heart (SACH) – one
of our Yom Kippur Appeal
charities.

…and think
about joining 
The LJS Council

At the AGM in June, four
Council members – Lisa
Gershon,  Harriett
Goldenberg, Karen Maxwell
and David Rigal – will reach
the end of their term as
Council members.

Elections for new Council
members will be held at the
AGM. Being on Council
(which involves becoming a
charity trustee and also a
company director of The LJS)
is very rewarding and gives
you a good insight into how
the synagogue works and the
issues facing The LJS and
Liberal Judaism generally. It
can be a great way of making
new friends while
contributing to a very
worthwhile endeavour. 

More information about the
nomination process is in the
flyer enclosed with this issue
of LJS News.



DATE RABBI/SPEAKER NOTES

Friday 3 March Alexandra Wright Co-led by Jason Covey Bar Mitzvah

Shabbat 4 March
Terumah

Alexandra Wright Bar Mitzvah Jason Covey

Friday 10 March René Pfertzel Young Adults Dinner

Shabbat 11 March
T’tzavveh/Zachor

Intergenerational Service 
led by the children of
Rimon Religion School 

13.15Nosh ‘n’ Drosh with 
Bryan Diamond on how and why he 
is writing a life of Claude Montefiore

Saturday 11 March
at 19.30
Purim

A reading of the Megillah will be followed by Adele Moss and Jumana
Moon sharing Jewish and Muslim ‘Stories for an Upside Down World’ 

Food by the Spice Caravan

Friday 17 March Rachel Benjamin

Shabbat 18 March
Ki Tissa/Parah

Rachel Benjamin Bernie Bulkin special birthday

Friday 24 March Alexandra Wright

Shabbat 25 March
Vayakhel–Pekudey/
Ha-Chodesh

Alexandra Wright Daniel Isaacson Bar Mitzvah
Pesach Shabbaton: ‘Celebrating Freedom,
Condemning Oppression’      13.00-17.00

Friday 31 March René Pfertzel

Shabbat 1 April
Vayikra

René Pfertzel

Friday 7 April Alexandra Wright Co-led by Charlie-Luca Gruzd Bar Mitzvah

Shabbat 8 April Alexandra Wright Bar Mitzvah Charlie-Luca Gruzd
Shema Koleinu Service in the 
John Rayner Room

3

Shabbat and festival services: March
Friday evening services start at 18.45 and Shabbatmorning services at 11.00.

3

Shabbatmorning services are streamed live via the internet. 
If you would like to follow a service on your computer or tablet, please 

phone the LJS office to get your user name and password.

Shabbatand festival services

Purim                                 12 March
Pesach                              11-17 April
Yom Ha-Shoah             24 April

Yom Ha-Atzma’ut      2 May
Shavuot                           31 May
Tisha B’Av                       1 August

Festivals and Fasts for your diary



By now, you should be
aware that Rabbi René
Pfertzel will be going to

Kingston Liberal Synagogue as
their rabbi. Although we are
very sorry that he is leaving us,
we are delighted for Rabbi
Pfertzel that he has been
offered this opportunity. We
will not be losing contact with
him completely: his new
position is for 80% of the week,
enabling him to continue
working with us on the John
Rayner project.

Rabbi Pfertzel’s last service will
be on Shabbat, 22 July,
followed by a special kiddush
when we can wish him Mazal
Tov in his new role.

In February, Council took part
in a Shabbaton, a day of
planning together. Council
members participated in the
Shabbat service on that
morning, studied and looked
to the future for The LJS. We
began a review of our
Strategic Development Plan.
Please let us know if you have
ideas for the direction we
should be taking. In the
meantime, next month I will
give you more details of
developments.

Council deals with a variety of
topics relevant to running the
LJS. For example, we have
recently considered our
responsibilities, as trustees, for
child protection and for adult
safeguarding. Charity trustees

have a legal duty to take all
reasonable steps to ensure
children and young people
under the age of 18 are not
harmed in any way through
their involvement with us. We
have to ensure that proper
safeguarding policies and
procedures are in place for
their protection. With
vulnerable adults, we have a
moral duty to safeguard
people from abuse.

As a result of this, Council
reviewed the policies and
procedures for child protection
and adult safeguarding. The
meeting was attended by
Caroline Villiers, the nursery
school headteacher and Dr
Dov Softi, Rimon headteacher.
Josie Lane presented the adult
safeguarding policy. Council
were able to ask questions and
assure themselves that The LJS
has in place appropriate and
comprehensive policies.

Council also received a report
from Harriett Goldenberg,
chair of the education
committee, on adult
education at The LJS. This is
growing in its range and
popularity; the scope is wide

and exciting with classes on
Judaism and sexuality, the
Holocaust, a Pesach Shabbaton,
an all-day Hebrew event and a
‘Jews in the News’ discussion
group. 

A note about the building
works: we are continuing with
the renovation of the
downstairs areas: LED lights
have been installed throughout
the building, making it brighter
and more economic. 

By the time you read this, the
works in the Montefiore Hall
should be completed. We are
then moving on to plans for
the kitchen and the toilets. 

n Lastly, an important
reminder: as I mentioned last
month, we have begun
planning for the AGM on 14
June. If you are interested in
standing for Council, or would
like to recommend someone
who could be a potential
member, do talk to any of the
Council members (the list is on
the downstairs display board)
or ring Caroline Bach, the
Executive Director, for more
information.

Sue Head
4

Protecting our users from harm
Chairman Sue Head reports 
on Rabbi Pfertzel’s new job, 
on building improvements 
and on the LJS Council’s review
of safeguarding procedures
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Let’s remove any stumbling blocks
‘To speak with crystal clarity’ 

(Isaiah 32:4)

Ten years ago, in 2007, The LJS held its last
Crystal Clear Service. It was a service to
which we welcomed people living with a

wide variety of disabilities, including people
with mobility impairments and members of the
Jewish Deaf Association (JDA) – not only those
who are hard of hearing and profoundly deaf,
but also members who are both deaf and blind.
There were others, as
well, who wanted a
service that was more
readily accessible.

Last summer, the
Crystal Clear
Committee was
reconvened, in order to
look at how inclusive
and accessible our
services are for people
living with disability.
This resulted in us organising a Palantypist
during the High Holy Day services in 2016, and
we are planning a special service and supper, in
conjunction with the JDA, to take place on
Friday 5 May this year.

The Crystal Clear Committee consists of Steven
Bloomfield, Alex Cowan, Jenny Nathan, Jenny
White and me. The committee may be small in
number, but it is huge in heart, dedication and
commitment to its aims of making our services
and building inclusive and accessible for every -
one. I recently asked each of them to share with
me their feelings about the 2007 service, and I
would like to share some of those with you now.

Jenny White commented, ‘Most of us take for
granted that we can come to a service, follow
what is said, and perhaps take part. But it’s a
very different story for many disabled people.

The first Crystal Clear service was held at The LJS
some years ago. The aim was to make a Shabbat
service accessible in every sense of the word. It
was a great success, many people commenting
that they felt included for the first time. With a
bit of thought and imagination we should be
able to ensure that our doors – and our services –
are open to anyone who wants to come.’    

Jenny Nathan added, ‘My aunt, who is now 90
years old and was born profoundly deaf, was
thrilled that for the first time in her life she was
able to go up on the bimah, touch the scroll and

follow the reading of
the Torah portion. We
also had one person
who read one of the
blessings from Braille.’  

The well-known
injunction in the Torah:
‘You shall not curse
the deaf, or place a
stumbling block
before the blind. You
shall fear your God: I

am the Eternal One’ (Leviticus 19:14), requires us
to treat blind and deaf people with
consideration and care, and links such
behaviour with respect for God. 

The Talmudic story, in which Rabbi Yochanan’s
nephews, who did not speak, were cured by
Rabbi Judah the Prince, and were subsequently
found to be well-versed in the Jewish religious
tradition, teaches us not to assume lack of
intelligence, education, understanding or
awareness in those whom we may not
understand, or to be too quick to judge others
who are different from us in some way. 

Each of us exists somewhere on the spectrum
between disability and ability, between mental
illness and wellness, moving on it at different
points in our lives. Each of us would hope to
show – and be shown – acceptance, ➩ p6

Enabling 
people with  
a disability to
take a full part
in services is 
a joy and a
privilege, says
Rabbi Rachel
Benjamin



6

➩ compassion and understanding, according to
our needs and where we are on the spectrum. 

It is pertinent here to recall the story of Moses.
In arguing with God about his ability to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt, he confesses to having a
speech impediment that makes him ‘slow of
speech and slow of tongue’. What is God’s
response to him? ‘Who is it that gives humanity
speech?’ God asks. ‘Who makes people without
speech or without hearing? Who makes them
keen-sighted or blind? Is it not I, the Eternal
One?’ (Exodus 4:11). In other words, God is not
thrown by Moses’ speech defect. God simply
tells Moses to get on with the job, while setting
up the support required for him, surrounding
him with the people he needs, so that he may
carry out his task. 

According to the Torah, all human beings were
created b’tzelem Elohim, in the image of God
(Genesis 1:26-27) and, as such, are to be treated
with respect and dignity. We are all people of
diverse abilities and at The LJS we aim to be as
welcoming and accommodating as possible to
all people. 

Crystal Clear Committee member Steven
Bloomfield observed, ‘I am so happy to support
a Crystal Clear Friday evening service, because
The LJS is one of the most accessible

synagogues for any kind of disabled person in
the United Kingdom. I hope that this kind of
service will be repeated in the future’. 

About the Crystal Clear Service that was held
ten years ago, Alex Cowan commented: ‘It was
wonderful to see such a celebration of diversity
and difference… and I really benefited a lot
from seeing both the enjoyment and feeling of
recognition by people who had never been
able to participate in a service being given the
opportunity to do so, and how people with
different impairments navigate their way to
participate and express the service given the
right support, like a ramp or a sign language
interpreter or Braille Haftarah or just to be able to
get up and walk around. And for me to be a
part of this was a privilege and a real joy.’ 

I cannot think of better words with which to
finish this message. As already mentioned, 
our next Crystal Clear Service will be on Friday 
5 May. The service will be interpreted by a
Palantypist and a British Sign Language
interpreter, and it will be followed by a light
supper. Everyone is welcome. We invite you to
it, and to share in the privilege and joy that it
will undoubtedly bring.

Rabbi Rachel Benjamin

➩ from p1
The ‘We Were There Too’ Roadshow highlights the importance of
The LJS’s precious collection. Sharon Lewison, the synagogue’s
former Archivist, was able to raise funds from a private donor and
the two religion school albums were beautifully restored,
resulting in the wonderful display and web use of our material. 

But other damaged volumes are still awaiting restoration, and
funding is needed to carry out the work. If you would like to
underwrite the conservation of damaged volumes, your support
will be acknowledged with a book plate inside the volume to
record your generosity towards the community.

Please get in touch with the Archivist – cinde.lee@gmail.com –
for further details; and, of course, volunteers are always welcome
to donate their time and talent to ongoing cataloguing work.Night Raidby Ada Wimel

How the LJS archives preserved reactions to war
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Pesach 2017/5777 Communal Seder
18.30 on Tuesday 11 April

Led by the Rabbis

The LJS Drop-ins for asylum seeker families will be
open from 14.00-16.00 on Sunday 12 March and
Sunday 9 April.
Volunteers are needed to helpset up from 12.00.

The Drop-in currently needs:

Clothes:
Winter coats, especially down Puffa jackets
New knickers, socks and tights – all sizes
Bras (used – clean – or new)
Shoes (not boots):  all sizes, for children, men
and women 
Baby clothes
Girls’ and boys’ winter clothes

Women’s (urgent) and men’s winter clothes
Shoes – all sizes, for children, men and
women (not boots)

A single buggy (before dropping off please
email srcozens@hotmail.com to check that we
have enough storage space and don’t accept
more than we need).

For the children’s play area:

Small matchbox cars
Dolls house people for the dolls houses
Small toy animals and a barn

Thanks to everyone for your generous support.

Please help our asylum seeker families



9

Dear Editor…

I refer to Professor Lantos's letter included in the
December/January edition of LJS News. I did
attend the Holocaust Memorial Day Service at
The LJS at which he spoke about the fate of
Hungarian Jewry.

I recall in particular the watch he displayed that
had been given to him by a professional
colleague who had worked with survivors of
Bergen-Belsen. The memory of the watch and
the circumstances in which it was given to
Professor Lantos remain with me.

I have never subscribed to the debatable
mantra of ‘forgive but never forget’ in the
context of the Shoah. This is because I have not

received authority to do so from those
slaughtered by the Nazis and their accomplices.

We all have an obligation not only to remember,
but also to remember the truth which can be so
easily distorted or denied. Just consider the
attempts made by Irving and Le Pen, among
others, to rewrite or amend the facts.

The challenge is to discover how to most
effectively remember the Shoah and the
circumstances which enabled it to take place.
We must do this in order to prevent history from
repeating itself.

Geoffrey Pollard
London W9

Remember the truth to prevent distortion
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at the LJS
Classes in Judaism and Hebrew
Purim term 5777/2017

Classical Hebrew 
Beginners with Susannah Alexander
This class is designed for beginners who want to learn to read and decipher the prayer book. No
previous knowledge of Hebrew is required. Three-term course.

Next steps in biblical Hebrew with Sally Gold
This class is for those who feel they are able to cope with guided reading, at their own pace,
of simple Prayer-Book and Biblical Hebrew, and who now feel ready to gradually build their
reading skills and their knowledge of vocabulary and grammar at an unhurried and
manageable pace. The class will allow plenty of time to gain, revise and consolidate through
the use of texts and some simple exercises which are geared to progressive understanding
and confidence. Students will also be introduced to the use of dictionaries and other tools,
with a view to being able to try, if they would like to, some independent preparation of
simple texts. 

Difficult texts of the Torahwith Alexandra Wright
Now in its third year, this class is looking at some of the more challenging texts 
of the Torah, building
on the grammar and
vocabulary we have
learnt over the past
two years. 

If you are not sure
which level to pursue,
please speak to
Susannah, Sally or
Alexandra.

Right: One of the study
sessions at February’s

all-day ‘Keep Calm
and Learn Hebrew’

Tuesday 19.00-20.00 Until 28 March
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The Learning Circle

Tuesday Texts
This friendly group is led by our Rabbis, Dr Dov Softi and Susannah Alexander as we
study biblical texts and commentaries and enjoy sessions on Jewish art. Our
discussions are lively 
and relevant to contemporary issues. New members are most welcome. Biscuits
provided.

Tuesday 11.15-12.30 Until 28 March

Exploring Judaism with Rabbi Rachel Benjamin
Exploring Judaism is for people who wish they knew more about Judaism or would like to brush up
their Jewish knowledge. It is for family members, who are not Jewish, who would like to understand
more about Judaism. It is also an essential programme for people choosing Judaism, by conversion.

Class members are encouraged to read materials which will be made available online during the
course of the year. The course is designed to offer knowledge about aspects of Judaism, to encourage
practical experiences of Liberal Judaism and space for personal reflection within the group.

Tuesday 20.00-21.00 Until 28 March

Mini-courses 

➊ The Shoah: a historial and topical overview Until 21 March
This course, led by Susannah Alexander, will explore the history of the Nazi Shoah (Holocaust)
and the experience of those affected. We will use primary and secondary sources to investigate
key themes. Sources will include interviews, letters, diaries, contemporary documents and art.
Some prior reading may be required, and additional reading will be recommended for those
who are interested. Topics to be covered in the five sessions will include the prelude to the
Shoah, Kristallnacht, life in the ghettos of Eastern Europe and attempts at resistance. The course is
free to members and Friends of The LJS. To enrol, email Debi Penhey: education@ljs.org

➋ Poetry in the Prayer Book April-May 2017
Dates and times to be confirmed.

Tuesdays 19.45-21.15 Until May

Hebrew and Yiddish lessons from the Spiro Ark
A variety of daytime and evening Hebrew and Yiddish classes are run at the LJS
by the educational organisation Spiro Ark on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays. Levels range from ‘Beginners’ and ‘Not quite beginners’ to
‘Intermediate/Advanced’. For full details of lesson times and charges, please
visit www.spiroark.org/classes or phone 020 7289 6321.
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Beginners’ Hebrew with Naomi Brightwell
Don’t know your aleph from your – oh you know, that other
letter at the end of the Hebrew alphabet? 

Naomi Brightwell’s class uses Jonathan Romain’s Signs and
Wonders to help complete beginners decode the squiggles
and start tackling what they’ve always been afraid of. With a
little bit of grammar, a sprinkling of vocabulary and plenty of
off-topic conversations on Jewish food, the structure of the
liturgy and anything else that helps us have fun while
learning. Absolutely no previous knowledge required.
Previous students have even gone on to confidently lead
Shabbat morning services.

Improvers’ Hebrew with David Strang
This course follows Naomi Brightwell’s class. We will
consolidate the knowledge that students have from the
beginners’ class and will aim to ensure that by the end of
the year, they are able to read key prayers from Siddur Lev
Chadash and passages from the Torah.

We will also start to look at the structure of biblical Hebrew,
so that students can begin to understand the meaning of
the texts they are reading. All adults welcome; basic
Hebrew reading required.

Intermediate Hebrew with Nitza Spiro
This is a group that wishes to increase fluency and
participate in the service, not only from the congregation,
but from the bimah as well. If you know your letters and
want to keep up your reading, feel free to join this class.

Shabbat 9.45-10.45 Until 25 March

Learning from Texts with Bernie Bulkin

This year the class is going to tackle the subject of creation and cosmogony in the Bible and Jewish
writings. Our purpose in focusing on this one familiar story is to explore in depth the nature of Torah
commentary through the centuries. We will look at Talmudic rabbinical comments, Philo, Maimonides,
Saadia, and, in most detail, Rashi. Time permitting, we will also look at some more modern writers such
as Eliezer Berkovits. We also do some parashah study at the beginning of most classes, usually based
on commentary of Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg and Nehama Leibowitz. No prior knowledge required,
just an inquiring mind, a willingness to read material handed out in advance, and more or less regular
attendance and participation.

Shabbat 9.45-10.45 Until 25 March

Isle of Man
detention
centres
Concert at The LJS 
on Sunday 2 April 

Do you know anyone with
personal experience of
being detained at the Isle
of Man detention centres
during the 1940s? Do you
have correspondence or
memorabilia connected
with this? Do you have a
story to tell?

If so, please get in touch
with Cathy Heller-Jones –
cathyhellerjones@gmail.com

On 2 April there will be a
remarkable concert of music
written by some of the 20th
century’s most eminent
composers while detained
on the Isle of Man, and the
programme will weave
personal stories among the
music. 

See page 7 for more details.
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The Bridge
Club meets
from 14.00
to 17.00
every
Monday
in the
Assembly

Hall upstairs at The LJS.
Anyone with any knowledge
of the game is most welcome.
This is a social afternoon rather
than a competitive one. There
is a friendly atmosphere and
helpful suggestions. The cost
(including tea or coffee) is £2.
New members are welcome:
for more details leave a
message for Neil Levitt or
William Falk at 020 7286 5181.

YZ

RESTAURANT TUESDAY  
Restaurant Tuesday meets on
the third Tuesday of every
month and is an informal
lunch club for the more elderly
members of the congregation.
Please let the office know if
you are coming for the first
time or if you are a regular and
cannot come (020 7286 5181).
Lunch starts at 12.30 and now
costs £5. 

YZ

KIDDUSH CELEBRATIONS
If you are celebrating a birthday
or other special event, have
you thought about
contributing to the weekly
kiddush following the Shabbat
morning service? To find out
more, phone 020 7432 1283 or
email rabbispa@ljs.org

VIDEO AND TEA 
From 13.30-16.30 on the
fourth Wednesday of each
month. Just come along –
no need to book. Soup on
arrival then a DVD (film
classics, musicals, etc)
followed by a delicious tea
including home-made

ice-cream. Donation of £2.

22 March: Made in Dagenham 
A dramatisation of the 1968
strike at the Ford car plant,
where female workers walked
out in protest against sexual
discrimination.
26 April: Esio Trot
Roald Dahl’s love story about
elderly neighbours, starring
Judi Dench, Dustin Hoffman
and several tortoises.
24 May: That Day We Sang
Victoria Wood wrote and
directed this musical drama
starring Michael Ball and
Imelda Staunton as two lonely
Mancunians who find love
while preparing for a televised
choir reunion. 

YZ

COMMUNITY CARE
Aviva Shafritz, our Community
Care Co-ordinator, is ready to
help with difficulties
experienced, not only by our
older members, such as illness
and provision of care, but also
across the spectrum of life.
Aviva has access to social
services, hospital social workers
and many caring organisations,
both local and Jewish. You can
contact her at a.shafritz@ljs.org or
020 7286 5181.

COACH ESCORTS NEEDED
The Out and About Club,
which meets on the first and
third Tuesday of each month,
is looking for able-bodied
helpers who can reliably be at
The LJS at 18.00. 

Helpers go out with coach
drivers to collect and welcome
members of the club, and
then, together with caretakers,
help them off the coach at The
LJS. The coaches come back to
collect members at 20.45 and
the escorts travel with them,
finishing at about 21.15.
Escorts soon get to know the
members and enjoy chatting
with them. If you could help,
please email Jenny Nathan at
jennifer.nathan@care4free.net

YZ

ART GROUP
Informal art group for both
beginners and experienced
artists. The class meets at 11.00
every Monday, except during
Jewish festivals and Bank
Holidays. For more details call
Paul Podolsky: 020 8346 2270.

YZ

YOUNG ADULTS

Are you between the ages of
25 and 35 – or thereabouts?
Do you have children or
grandchildren of a similar age?

Friday evening dinners for
Young Adults are held once 
a month at The LJS. For more
details, please contact Rabbi
René Pfertzel at r.pfertzel@ljs.org
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TINY TOTS at the LJS
Do you have little ones aged 

between 0 and 4?
Please bring them to the LJS on Shabbat mornings

4, 11, 18 and 25 March

for a delightful session of songs, stories, drawing and kiddush.

Activities for tiny ones with their parents,
grandparents and carers. 

The nursery is available every Shabbat
for children to play or read.

Please email education@ljs.org
to be added to the Tiny Tots circulation list.

©
shin28/Fotolia.com
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We wish these young
members of The LJS a very
happy birthday in March: 

Emma Armstrong

Romilly Blitz

George Blumenthal

Lily Chevallier

Isabel Dagtoglou

Angel Desmond

Amelia Dubin

Edward Elson

Rebecca Forster

Kitt Frankel

Abigail Geneen

Rose Gilbert

Joshua Goodman

Gabriel Grade

Charlie-Luca Gruzd

Fanny Mendelsohn

Annabelle Noppe

Benno Ratner

Emily Roth

Jacob Rushbrook

Milo Rynehart

Katherine Sarfaty

Georgia Scheer

Lily Sebag-Montefiore

Abraham Sebag-
Montefiore

Sasha Sebag-Montefiore

Oralee Sellar

Edan Silbiger

Olivia Sinclair

Cy Solomons

Georgia Woolf



Don’t miss Nosh ‘n’ Drosh – a
chance to enjoy lunch after
the Shabbat service (starting at
around 13.00) in the company
of an outstand ing speaker. 

Future sessions will include:

n Shabbat 11 March: 
Bryan Diamond explains
how and why he is writing
a life of Claude Montefiore

n Shabbat 13 May: 
Pam Fox
The Jews of Golders Green

n Shabbat 10 June: 
Joan Salter
Vichy’s Children

n Shabbat8 July: 
Rabbi Sybil Sheridan
Meketa and Ethiopian
Jewry

n Shabbat 9 September:
Anthony Steen CBE
Where the victims of human
trafficking end up after they
come out of government-
funded shelters

n Shabbat 11 November:
Lucy Kaye
An award-winning film
featuring The LJS’s 
‘Singing for the Mind’

n Shabbat 9 December:
Professor Geraldine 
van Bueren
‘A special relationship: 
Jews and human rights’

Thank you to all those who
have sponsored a Nosh ‘n’

Drosh over the past two years.
Nosh ‘n’ Drosh has proved to
be one of our most successful
innovations. If you would like
to sponsor a meeting, please
ask Martin Slowe or Rabbi
Alexandra Wright for details.
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Nosh ‘n’ Drosh for a feast of knowledge

Above: Rabbi Harry Jacobi speaking about Rembrandt and 
the Jews at Nosh ‘n’ Drosh in February. On the wall in the
background: Rembrandt’s portrait of Menasseh ben Israel, 
the distinguished Amsterdam scholar who played an important
role in the readmission of the Jews to England in the 17th century.

We are sad to announce the resignation of Caroline Bach, the
Executive Director of The LJS.  Caroline has been in the post
for six years, has overseen the process of Incorporation and
managed our always active and busy community. She will be
leaving us at the end of April. The Honorary Officers will keep
the community in touch with developments and ensure the
continuation of the smooth running of the synagogue.

Executive
Director
Caroline Bach
leaving in April


