LJS News

THE NEWSLETTER

OF THE

L I B E R A L J E W I S H S Y N AG O G U E

February
2017
Sh’vat-Adar
5777

The Wonderful Little Girl – just one of hundreds
of children’s stories, poems and paintings produced
by students at The LJS religion school in 1915-16 and now
featuring in an online record of the contribution London Jews
made to Britain during the First World War. Read more on pages 8-10.

Congratulations
to Bernie Bulkin who received
an OBE in the New Year
honours list and to David Rigal
who got an MBE.

Welcome
to these new members and
friends of The LJS:
Anne Berg
Barbara Cassini (friend)
Arthur Defries
Jayne Franklin
Joel Futerman
Maxim Gelmann
Max Lewis (friend)
Welcome also to Lynne Misner

who has joined The LJS as
fundraising and marketing
manager

Thanks
to Raymon Benedyk for
donating two volumes of the
British Jewry Book of Honour
to the library.

Bereavements
We extend our sympathy to
those who mourn:
Beatrice Barton
Betty Bloomfield, sister of
Alexander Rosen
Anthony Heald, father of
James and father-in-law of

Susannah Alexander
David Jacobi, son of Rabbi
Harry Jacobi, brother of Rabbi
Margaret Jacobi and Rabbi
Richard Jacobi
George Jayson
Ruth Levitt
Marion Penn, mother of Steve
and Janice
Daphne Summerfield, wife of
Henry and mother of Marina,
Hazel and David

המקום ינחם אתכם
בתוך שאר האבלים
May God comfort you
and all who mourn

LJS Drop-in for asylum seeker families
The LJS Drop-ins for asylum seeker families
will be open from 14.00-16.00 on Sunday
12 February and Sunday 12 March.
Volunteers are required to help set up from
12.00.
If you are interested in volunteering once a
month or a few times a year, please contact
Rabbi Alexandra Wright for more details:
a.wright@ljs.org We are especially looking for
younger members of the community who can
help us with some of the heavier work.
The Drop-in needs:
Clothes:
Winter coats, especially down Puﬀa jackets
New knickers, socks and tights – all sizes
Bras (used – clean – or new)
Shoes (not boots): all sizes, for children,
men and women
Baby clothes
Girls’ and boys’ winter clothes
Women’s (urgent) and men’s winter clothes
A single buggy and a baby car seat:
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(please email srcozens@hotmail.com before
dropping oﬀ these larger items to make sure
that we have enough storage space and don’t
accept more than we need)
For the children’s play area:
Small matchbox cars
Dolls house people for the dolls houses
Small toy animals and a barn
Thanks to everyone for their generous support.

Kindertransport information
While arranging the funeral of someone
who came over on the Kindertransport, we
contacted World Jewish Relief who said
that if there were any LJS members who
left Germany or Austria during the 1930s
and 1940s, they might have information
from that period which could be of interest
to them and family members.
To investigate further, please email
archives@worldjewishrelief.org

Friday evening services start at 18.45 and Shabbat morning services at 11.00.
DATE

RABBI/SPEAKER

NOTES

Friday 3 February

René Pfertzel

The service will be led in French,
Hebrew and English

Shabbat 4 February
Bo

René Pfertzel

Sacha Rosenthal
Naming and Blessing
Parents’ Morning at Rimon

Friday 10 February

Meditative service in
the Monteﬁore Hall

Tu Bi’Sh’vat Seder led by student
Rabbi Yaera Ratel

Shabbat 11 February
Shabbat B’Shallach/Shirah
Tu Bi’Sh’vat

Alexandra Wright

Nosh ’n’ Drosh with
Rabbi Harry Jacobi
– ‘Rembrandt and the Jews’

Friday 17 February

Rachel Benjamin

Shabbat 18 February
Yitro

Rachel Benjamin

Friday 24 February

Alexandra Wright

Shabbat 25 February
Mishpatim

Service led by members Communal Baby Blessing
of the LJS Council

Friday 3 March

Alexandra Wright

Co-led by Jason Covey Bar Mitzvah

Shabbat 4 March
Terumah

Alexandra Wright

Bar Mitzvah Jason Covey

Friday 10 March

René Pfertzel

Young Adults’ Dinner

Shabbat 11 March
T’tzavveh/Zachor

René Pfertzel

Nosh ‘n’ Drosh: Bryan Diamond
speaking on Claude Monteﬁore

Saturday 11 March
Purim

19.30 Reading of
the Megillah

Shabbat and festival services

Shabbat and festival services: February/March

Peter Abrahams’ signiﬁcant
birthday kiddush

Stories for an ‘upside down world’
with Adele Moss and Jumana Moon

Shabbat morning services are streamed live via the internet. If you would like to follow a service
on your computer or tablet, please phone the LJS office to get your user name and password.

The LJS’s third Communal Baby Blessing
will take place during the
Shabbat morning service on 25 February.
If you have a baby, toddler, child or even a teenager who was not named or blessed in
synagogue and you would like to participate in a very special service with other
families, please contact Naomi Richland and ask for an appointment with one
of the rabbis: you can email her at rabbispa@ljs.org
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Planning for another year of challenges

I

wish you all a happy and
Starting a new year is a good
healthy 2017! We have many
time to review our work and
plans for the forthcoming
the Council will be doing that
year and a lot to which we are
in February with an away day
looking forward.
when we renew our Strategic
Development Plan. This is the
The religious, ethical and social
plan that has been setting the
responsibilities of the synagogue
direction of Council for the last
are at the centre of all the
three years: as times change, it
Council is proposing to do. For
seems the right moment to
example, we are aiming to
evaluate where we are and the
increase the educational
direction we should be taking.
opportunities we oﬀer, have
You will hear more on this in
more events for young adults
The generosity of our
due course.
and develop our community
and interfaith activities.
community is exemplified
Looking ahead, the AGM may
seem a long way in the future
Ours is a generous community
by the extraordinary figure
(Wednesday 14 June), but we
with a strong sense of moral
of £68,000 raised by the
have begun thinking about it.
responsibility – and here it is
Yom Kippur Appeal, says
We will have four vacancies on
worth mentioning the good
LJS Chairman Sue Head
the synagogue Council. We
news about our Yom Kippur
welcome those who are
Appeal. Our three charities were
Save a Child’s Heart, the Jewish Deaf Association interested in joining us to talk to any of the
and Salusbury World. We raised an extraordinary Council members (the list is on the downstairs
£68,000, (plus £8,500 Gift Aid). This is the highest display board) or to ring Caroline Bach, the
Executive Director, for more information. Being
amount donated since 2007 when we raised
£70,000. I’d like to thank Tim Simon, chairman of on Council is one way of playing a part in the
life of our community.
our Yom Kippur Appeal Committee, and the
committee itself, for assembling this list.
As we move into 2017, I’d like to thank you all
for your support of The LJS, and to ask you to
There has been a lot of discussion at Council
renew your much-valued subscriptions. This
about the renovation works needing to be
enables us to develop the projects and
done. Some progress has been made and the
initiatives for the beneﬁt of our community.
Council has agreed the refurbishment of the
This year, for the ﬁrst time, you can set up a
ground ﬂoor, including the Monteﬁore Hall, the
Direct Debit, which I hope you will ﬁnd an
toilets and the kitchen. Some of this work was
easier way to pay.
begun in December with improvements to the
downstairs lighting and we hope to accomplish
much of the rest by the end of the year.

Sue Head

Planning for a new website has also started: the
site map and an outline speciﬁcation have been
approved. This is a big project as all the content
has to be written and agreed. Council will be
receiving a report on progress in February.
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n It’s not too late to donate to the Yom Kippur
Appeal: you can still send us a cheque, made
payable to The Liberal Jewish Synagogue; or
make a bank transfer to our CAF account:
Account No 00025950, Sort code 40-52-40.

‘The language of God and angels’
‘The element, the Jewish element,
which I consider the most important
for the actualization of our inner
Jewishness, is the Hebrew language’
– Martin Buber

M

ost of us, unless born in Israel or to
Hebrew-speaking parents, are
immersed in the language of the
country in which we live in the Diaspora.
English – my mother-tongue – is the language I
have spoken since I ﬁrst learnt to speak. It is the
language in which I read and write. My study of
Anglo-Saxon (a long time ago at university) and
awareness of other European languages have
helped me to understand the origins and
meaning of words and expressions and to
formulate a way of thinking that is orientated
largely towards Western beliefs and concepts. In
religious terms, words such as ‘God,’‘salvation’,
‘redemption’, ‘Messiah’ – from Old English, from
Latin or Greek – can shape an understanding of
these concepts that is often based on Christian
theological ideas, rather than Hebraic ones.
Language, said Buber, is the one thing that can
be regarded as the ‘true depository of a living
national energy.’ He was speaking before the
establishment of the State of Israel, at a time
when Eliezer ben Yehuda, who is generally
credited with the revival of the Hebrew
language in Palestine, was raising his own
children and persuading a generation of
Palestinian-born children of European
immigrants, to speak in a language that had
never before been used in the vernacular, but
had always been l’shon ha-kodesh – the holy
language, the language of scripture, prayer,
poetry and interpretation for the Jewish people.
Every Jew, says Buber, who seriously takes up
Hebrew, who places him or herself in the
process of experiencing Hebrew, ‘becomes ever

more Jewish.’ There is a ‘Judaizing impact’ of
Hebrew, not because of the texts one reads in
Hebrew, not because one is familiar with this or
that ‘venerable document’ in Hebrew, but
because Hebrew has an ‘indeterminable mental
and spiritual impact… the impact on the way of
our thinking through Hebrew, on the
association of our emotions and the way these
emotions produce images and concepts.’
If we think about the Hebrew word for ‘God’ –
 – יהוהthe four letters, known as the
Tetragrammaton, traditionally read aloud as
Adonai, but in fact pronounced Yahveh – a word
that is considered to be of such a sublime level
of holiness that it is never used in prayer – we
learn that the word is not a noun, but is formed
from a Hebrew verbal root meaning ‘to be’.
‘Hebrew
connects us
to the
origins of
our religion
and our
people’
– Rabbi
Alexandra
Wright

It means something like ‘the one who will be’ or
‘the one who will become,’ or ‘the one who is.’ Its
etiology (narrative explanation) in the Torah
derives from God’s revelation to Moses at the
burning bush, Ehyeh asher Ehyeh – ‘I am who I am’
or ‘I will be who I will be’ (Exodus 3:14). It is an
enigmatic phrase, suggesting pure existence, a
presence, a process, an interaction, the
inhalation and exhalation of breath.
No degree of study of the idea of God in English
language theological treatises can help us to
understand the Hebraic concept of the Divine
Presence without a little knowledge of Hebrew,
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simply because we are limited by that three
letter word ‘God’, or four letter word ‘Lord’, which
restricts the idea of God to a noun, a thing, an
object, a person – a feudal person, no less!
The word for ‘Messiah’ in Hebrew has nothing to
do with a ‘son of God’ or divine personage, but
comes from a root mashach, which means ‘to
anoint’ and therefore to ‘designate.’ It is used in
the Bible of kings and priests, anointed with oil
when they assume their roles. The Messiah of
Jewish eschatology is not the divine ﬁgure of
Christianity, but a human king, a mirror of King
David or King Solomon, who will preside over a
time of messianic fulﬁlment in the future.
Hebrew connects us to the origins of our
religion and our people; it enriches and
deepens our Jewish identity and because it was
not originally a ‘profane’ language, but a
language of holy writings and prayers, it helps
us to express the sublime values of Judaism and
to make them our own.
It is for this reason, and to assist those who
would like to know more Hebrew, to follow the
services and pray in Hebrew, that The LJS is
oﬀering a whole day of Hebrew learning –
‘Keep Calm and Learn Hebrew’. Whether we are
beginners, or already enrolled in one of the
Hebrew classes, whether we wish to refresh our
knowledge of the language – Biblical, Mishnaic
or modern, the language of prose, poetry or

Hebrew songs – all are invited to be part of a
day of Hebrew learning on Sunday 5 February
from 10.00 to 16.30.
As a bonus, we will be joined by the soferet
(scribe), Avielah Barclay who will be inspecting
our Czech scroll, showing us the skills and craft
of a scribe and helping us to appreciate the
visual beauty of Hebrew through the art of
calligraphy.
As well as Avielah, there will be a team of
marvellous teachers, all experts in their own
ﬁeld. You can follow one track from the
beginning to the end of the day, or mix and
match – Bible in the morning, Mishnah after
coﬀee, Ivrit in the afternoon and music with all
participants to round oﬀ the day. Details can be
found below.
Hebrew is the key to our Jewish identity; it
conveys more truthfully than any other
language the elevated nature of our values and
it leads us on a journey, not only for the
purpose of our survival, but for the great
changes and transformations that we need to
accomplish if we are to contribute the distinct
fruits of our heritage to the rest of the world.
And this journey is also a personal odyssey of
discovery about our own origins, our own
values and the relationship we may or may not
have with that unpronounceable name of the
very source of our existence.

10.00-16.30 on Sunday 5 February
Ever wanted to decode those spidery Hebrew letters? Or brush up your Ivrit? Ever wanted to
conjugate a Hebrew verb and understand the diﬀerence between a conjunctive Vav and
a conversive Vav? Or delve deeply into a biblical or liturgical passage in Hebrew?

KEEP CALM AND LEARN HEBREW
l Learn Hebrew from scratch l Improve your reading l Learn some grammar l Study a text

l Add to your vocabulary l Speak Ivrit (modern Hebrew) l Watch a scribe at work on a scroll
£25 including lunch: concessions available. To apply, contact education@ljs.org
or for more information contact Rabbi Alexandra Wright a.wright@ljs.org
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Ruth Levitt, polymath, dies at 66
Dr Ruth Levitt, who has died at the age of 66,
has been described as a true polymath. Her
professional life led her into a variety of areas:
she wrote a textbook on the health service;
lectured on public policy at Bristol University;
stood for Parliament in 1983; researched art
history for her PhD; translated two novels from
the Dutch; translated from German the ﬁrsthand testimonies of hundreds of Kristallnacht
survivors and edited a book about them.
At the time of her death she was working as a
Research Fellow for The LJS, creating an
annotated online bibliography of the works of
the late Rabbi John Rayner (a task which has
now been taken over by Rabbi René Pfertzel).
Rabbi Alexandra Wright said at her funeral that
Ruth Levitt reminded us that the pursuit of truth
and knowledge is not conducted in one ﬁeld
alone. She combined the use of all her faculties:
intuition and intelligence, devotion and

ENSEMBLE

ÉMIGRÉ

A concert of music
and readings from
the detention camps
on the Isle of Man
to be performed at
The Liberal Jewish
Synagogue
at 17.30 on
Sunday 2 April
and on the Isle of Man
in the spring

imagination. Her tireless mind was always on
the alert, investigating, posing questions,
solving problems, searching, probing,
experimenting.
‘I admired her immensely,’ Rabbi Wright said. ‘It
wasn’t only for her musicianship, her linguistic
skills, her knowledge and proﬁciency, her
meticulous accuracy and ability to sift data and
conceive theories for classifying facts into
coherent systems, but also because she was
determined, courageous, modest, dedicated
and almost ascetic in her life.
‘She was complex, deeply private and reserved.
Yet the powerful desire for knowledge and
understanding was complemented by her
desire to share learning through teaching and
writing; it was tempered by her intuition and
compassion, by her humility and a profound
sense of care and concern for those who
worked with her and knew her.’

Ensemble Émigré return to The LJS following their moving concert
last year, ‘Leaves from the Tree of Life’. The concert will bring
together music and stories connected to the internment of German
and Austrian nationals as ‘enemy aliens’ on the Isle of Man in
1940-41. Most of the internees were refugees from Nazi oppression,
and many of them were Jewish.
Their internment at an uncertain time in the war was sparked by a
fear of sabotage and espionage. It lasted for many months and
ended only when each internee had been individually assessed.
While the experience of internment was distressing, it also led to
many new and often lifelong friendships as well as a surge in
cultural and educational activities, including music.
The programme will feature music written in the internment camps,
as well as music connected to cultural life on the island,
celebrating its countryside and its legacy of popular entertainment
for the holiday-makers who used to occupy the boarding houses
where the internees found themselves in 1940.
The concert will weave personal stories among the musical items.
If you know anyone with personal experience of being detained on
the Isle of Man during the 1940s, or if you have any memorabilia
or correspondence connected with their experience, please contact
Cathy Heller Jones – cathyhellerjones@gmail.com
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‘We were there too!‘ – the Jewish contribution to the war effort Growing up in war time

A

new Heritage Lottery
Fund project called
‘The Jews of London in
the First World War – We
Were There Too’ aims to
inspire the community to
ﬁnd and preserve stories
of British Jewish
Londoners in the First
World War on a new

interactive website.
Between 40,000 and
50,000 British Jews served
in Britain’s armed forces in
the First World War;
thousands more were
involved in war work and
support roles near to the
battleﬁelds and on the
Home Front. When the

Above: A delaration of Jewish commitment is hoisted
outside the Jewish Chronicle oﬃce in August 1914.
Photo courtesy of the Jewish Museum.

Below: Judah and Lipman Przybysz outside Judah’s
tailor shop in the East End. The poster in the window
©Jewish Museum.
seeks recruits for a Jewish army unit.
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call came, the Jewish
community stood up to
be counted.
Although, a century on,
ﬁrst-hand knowledge has
disappeared, personal
recollections of the war
years can still be captured
through family stories and
anecdotes, along with
letters, diaries and
memorabilia that have
survived in attics and old
photograph albums. But
lofts are being cleared
and the accuracy of
family history fades. With
the community’s help, We
Were There Too aims to
become the permanent
digital archive for this
precious material,
preserving the surviving
evidence for future
generations.
Through a series of
History Windows, the site
will provide a unique
insight into the
experience of living as a
minority group through
the conﬂict while also
oﬀering user-friendly
access to a number of
First World War archives,
including the newlydigitised British Jewry
Book of Honour,
Commonwealth War
Graves Commission, local
directories of the period,
and rare private
collections.

You can visit the ‘Jews of London in the First
World War’ website now at www.jewsfww.london
The project team will be visiting The LJS from
14.30-16.30 on Sunday 5 March. It will be a
chance to hear a short talk about the London
Jewish community’s contribution during the
First World War, to ask questions and show oﬀ
your family photos and memorabilia.
Tea and cakes will be provided, so please RSVP to
contactus@jewsfww.london (But you will still be
welcome if you just decide to come on the day.)
The most important
element of the project is
the capture and
preservation of individual
stories in Personal
Records. If your ancestor
fought in the war, raised a
family, kept a business
going, served as a nurse
or factory worker, cared
for a wounded son or
husband, or experienced
a wartime childhood, you
will be able to upload their
story and ensure that their
contribution to Britain’s
war eﬀort is not forgotten.
Photographs, letters,
diaries and 3D scans of
medals and other items
can be added. And if you
don’t know much about
your ancestor beyond a
faded photograph, the
site will provide guidance
on how to research their
story further.
Volunteers are needed to
help with research and IT
and helping older people
to upload their stories.

The project hopes that
Jewish schools, cheders
and youth organisations
will encourage children to
investigate and record
their own family stories.

LJS children’s work features in online record
of London Jews’ commitment to England

A

unique collection of stories, essays, poetry and drawings
produced by children at the LJS Religion School during
the First World War are to feature in an online record of the
Jewish contribution to Britain’s survival in the First World War.
The children’s work, preserved in two bound volumes in The
LJS archives, provide a testament to how the war inﬂuenced
Jewish children and young people of the period.
On the whole, the Home Front was a safe place to be despite
Zeppelin raids, the German bombardment of the North-East
coast, explosions in ammunition factories and the daily fear of
what might happen next. However, press reports of what was
happening in the various theatres of war, combined with ➪

Teenagers will be able to
take part in project linked
Duke of Edinburgh Award
and Open College
Network accreditation
activities organised
through JLGB.
The project is designed to
engage the community
with the period and make
them both aware and
proud of the contribution
Jews made to British
society 100 years ago and
continue to make today.
As Alan Fell, the project
director, says: ‘In the
aftermath of Brexit and a
noticeable rise in racist
incidents, there has never
been a better moment to
remind ourselves and our
fellow countrymen that
We Were There Too.’

‘The Kaiser’s name is Billy, and he is very silly…’
– one LJS student’s view of the German king,
adorned with sausages, dachshunds and beer steins.
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personal letters from
the Front or the arrival
of dreaded War Oﬃce
telegrams bringing
news of the loss or
injury of loved ones,
created a general
sense of unease.
Some of that unease
and stories of the war
are reﬂected in the

children’s work.
The two books
provide a rare insight
into the feelings of
children living in
London during the
war; what they
witnessed and how
they responded to a
precarious and
dangerous world. The

writing often reﬂects
on ‘what it is to be
Jewish’ at the time or
have a Jewish
reference, making the
books of even greater
interest as a record of
the Jewish experience
in the First World War.
After languishing for
decades in the LJS

The work illustrated on these pages forms part of The LJS archives.
If you are interested in helping to care for our historic collection,
please contact the archivist: cinde.lee@gmail.com
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archives, the pupils’
work has now gone
through an extensive
preservation process
and been digitised.
Thanks to the ‘We
Were There Too’
website, the thoughts
of young people in
1915 and 1916 will be
accessible to the
wider world.
Alexandra Wright,
Senior Rabbi at The
LJS, said: ‘This is an
extraordinary
collection of children’s
work and it’s
wonderful that it has
survived for the last
100 years.
‘Looking through it,
you can’t help
thinking that – apart
from the children’s
natural concerns
about the war and the
frequent expressions
of anti-German
sentiment – much of
it could have
emerged from today’s
religion school.’
The images in The LJS religion
school books are protected by
copyright. Eﬀort has been made
to trace and acknowledge
copyright holders, but if any
have been overlooked we will
be pleased to make the
necessary arrangements at the
ﬁrst opportunity. While you are
encouraged to view the
contents for personal use and
research, material from the
books may not be incorporated
or distributed in any work or in
any publication in any form, nor
used for any commercial
purpose, without permission in
writing from The LJS.

at the

LJS

Classes in Judaism and Hebrew
Purim term 5777/2017
Tuesday 11.15-12.30

10 January – 28 March

Tuesday Texts

Half term: 14 February

This friendly group is led by our Rabbis, Dr Dov Softi and Susannah Alexander as we study
biblical texts and commentaries and enjoy sessions on Jewish art. Our discussions are lively
and relevant to contemporary issues. New members are most welcome. Biscuits provided.

Tuesday 19.00-20.00

10 January – 28 March

Classical Hebrew

Half term: 14 February

Beginners with Susannah Alexander
This class is designed for beginners who want to learn to read and decipher the prayer book. No
previous knowledge of Hebrew is required. Three-term course.
Next steps in biblical Hebrew with Sally Gold
This class is for those who feel they are able to cope with guided reading, at their own pace,
of simple prayer book and biblical Hebrew, and who now feel ready to gradually build their
reading skills and their knowledge of vocabulary and grammar at an unhurried and
manageable pace.
Difficult texts of the Torah with Alexandra Wright
Now in its third year, this class is looking at some of the more challenging texts of the Torah,
building on the grammar and vocabulary we have learnt over the past two years.
If you are not sure which level to pursue, please speak to Susannah, Sally or Alexandra.

Shabbat 9.45-10.45

7 January – 25 March

Learning from Texts with Bernie Bulkin
Half term: 11 and 18 February
This year the class is going to tackle the subject of creation and cosmogony in the Bible and
Jewish writings. We will focus on this familiar story and explore in depth the nature of Torah
commentary through the centuries. We will look at Talmudic rabbinical comments, Philo,
Maimonides, Saadia, and Rashi. We also do some parashah study at the beginning of most
classes, usually based on commentary of Avivah Gottleib Zornberg and Nehama Leibowitz.
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Tuesdays 19.45-21.15

10 January – 21 March

Mini-courses

➊ Judaism and the sex question

10 January – 7 February

Everything you wanted to know about sex and Judaism but were afraid to ask! A frank
discussion looking both ways at where we are today. Topics include sex in the Bible, sex in the
Talmud, gender and Identity, and what is kosher sex? £7.50 for the full course. Concessions
available. To book please email rabbispa@ljs.org or phone Naomi Richland on 020 7432 1283.

➋ The Shoah: a historial and topical overview

21 February – 21 March

This course, led by Susannah Alexander, will explore the history of the Nazi Shoah (Holocaust)
and the experience of those aﬀected. We will use primary and secondary sources to investigate
key themes. Sources will include interviews, letters, diaries, contemporary documents and art.
Some prior reading may be required, and additional reading will be recommended for those
who are interested. Topics to be covered in the ﬁve sessions will include the prelude to the
Shoah, Kristallnacht, life in the ghettos of Eastern Europe and attempts at resistance. The course is
free to members and Friends of The LJS. To enrol, email Debi Penhey: education@ljs.org

Tuesday 20.00-21.00

10 January – 28 March

Exploring Judaism with Rabbi Rachel Benjamin

Half term: 14 February

Exploring Judaism is for people who wish they knew more about Judaism or would like to brush up
their Jewish knowledge. It is for family members, who are not Jewish, who would like to understand
more about Judaism. It is also an essential programme for people choosing Judaism, by conversion.

Shabbat 9.45-10.45

7 January – 25 March
Half term: 11 and 18 February

Beginners’ Hebrew with Naomi Brightwell
Naomi Brightwell’s class uses Jonathan Romain’s Signs and Wonders to help complete beginners
decode the squiggles – with a bit of grammar, a sprinkling of vocabulary and plenty of oﬀ-topic
conversations on Jewish food, the structure of the liturgy and anything else that helps us have
fun while learning. Absolutely no previous knowledge required.

Improvers’ Hebrew with David Strang
This course will consolidate the knowledge that students have from the beginners’ class and
will aim to ensure that by the end of the year, they are able to read key prayers from Siddur
Lev Chadash and passages from the Torah. We will also start to look at the structure of biblical
Hebrew. All adults welcome; basic Hebrew reading required.

Intermediate Hebrew with Nitza Spiro
This is a group that wishes to increase ﬂuency and participate in the service, not only from
the congregation, but from the bimah as well. If you know your letters and want to keep up
your reading, feel free to join this class.
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While we were away: a quick look at a few of the socialising, fundraising and
otherwise inspiring LJS events we couldn’t report during our January break…

Left: Rabbi Idit Lev who came to The LJS to speak about Rabbis for Human Rights campaigns against
discrimination against minorities in Israel. Centre and right: Vivien Rose and Michael Howard,
who spoke at Shabbat afternoon Nosh ’n’ Drosh meetings about the law and politics respectively.
Left: Rabbi Danny Rich, chief
executive of Liberal Judaism,
visited The LJS on Mitzvah
Day to help volunteers from
the Kabbalat Torah 1 class
pack gifts for refugees.
Below: Florence Rosenfeld
and Carole Finkeltaub
make light of preparations
for the KIT tea party.
Bottom left: The stars of
the ‘Banter and Bagels’
comedy night which raised
more than £4,000 towards
our planned kitchen
refurbishment.
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Our Community

VIDEO AND TEA
From 13.30-16.30 on the
fourth Wednesday of each
month. Just come along –
no need to book. Soup on
arrival then a DVD (ﬁlm
classics, musicals, etc)
followed by a delicious tea
including home-made
ice-cream. Donation of £2.
22 February: High Society
American musical comedy
starring Bing Crosby, Grace
Kelly and Frank Sinatra
22 March: Made in Dagenham
A dramatisation of the 1968
strike at the Ford car plant,
where female workers walked
out in protest against sexual
discrimination.
26 April: Esio Trot
Roald Dahl’s love story about
elderly neighbours, starring
Judi Dench, Dustin Hoﬀman
and several tortoises.
24 May: That Day We Sang
Victoria Wood wrote and
directed this musical drama
starring Michael Ball and
Imelda Staunton as two lonely
Mancunians who ﬁnd love
while preparing for a televised
choir reunion.
YZ

COMMUNITY CARE
Aviva Shafritz, our Community
Care Co-ordinator, is ready to
help with diﬃculties
experienced, not only by our
older members, such as illness
and provision of care, but also
across the spectrum of life.
Aviva has access to social
services, hospital social workers
14

and many caring organisations,
both local and Jewish. You can
contact her at a.shafritz@ljs.org or
020 7286 5181.
YZ
The Bridge

BriDGe cLuB Club meets
from 14.00
to 17.00
every
Monday
in the
Assembly
Hall upstairs at The LJS.
Anyone with any knowledge
of the game is most welcome.
This is a social afternoon rather
than a competitive one. There
is a friendly atmosphere and
helpful suggestions. The cost
(including tea or coﬀee) is £2.
New members are welcome:
for more details leave a
message for Neil Levitt or
William Falk at 020 7286 5181.
YZ
COACH ESCORTS NEEDED
The Out and About Club,
which meets on the ﬁrst and
third Tuesday of each month,
is looking for able-bodied
helpers who can reliably be at
The LJS at 18.00.
Helpers go out with coach
drivers to collect and welcome
members of the club, and
then, together with caretakers,
help them oﬀ the coach at The
LJS. The coaches come back to
collect members at 20.45 and
the escorts travel with them,

ﬁnishing at about 21.15.
Escorts soon get to know the
members and enjoy chatting
with them. If you could help,
please email Jenny Nathan at
jennifer.nathan@care4free.net
YZ
RESTAURANT TUESDAY
Restaurant Tuesday meets on
the third Tuesday of every
month and is an informal
lunch club for the more elderly
members of the congregation.
Please let the oﬃce know if
you are coming for the ﬁrst
time or if you are a regular and
cannot come (020 7286 5181).
Lunch starts at 12.30 and now
costs £5.
YZ
ART GROUP
Informal art group for both
beginners and experienced
artists. The class meets at 11.00
every Monday, except during
Jewish festivals and Bank
Holidays. For more details call
Paul Podolsky: 020 8346 2270.
YZ
YOUNG ADULTS
Are you between the ages of
25 and 35 – or thereabouts?
Do you have children or
grandchildren of a similar age?
Friday evening dinners for
Young Adults are held once
a month at The LJS. Contact
Rabbi René Pfertzel at
r.pfertzel@ljs.org for more
details.

Young LJS
We wish these young
members of The LJS a very
happy birthday in February:
Rebekah Allen
Zack Braham

The Liberal Jewish
Synagogue

Layla Grant
Daniel Isaacson
Erik Klein Wassink
Lily Lazarus
Raphael Lewis

Adam Cang

Jeremy Mencer

Joshua Cang

Louis Miller

Vera Cohen

James Norton

Rebecca Collett
Jason Covey

Jake Phillips
Maia Rynehart

Tomas Cowley
Rachel Crawley
James Crawley
Jessica Falk

Valentino Saferstein
Ella Salmon
Isabella Sinclair

Noah Gershon

Hannah SpearmanWalters

Louis Gershon

Daniel Tahar

TINY TOTS at the LJS

Alice Gilbert

Herbie Warner

Do you have little ones aged
between 0 and 4?

Please bring them to the LJS on Shabbat mornings
4 and 25 February

(11 and 18 February are half-term)

4, 11, 18 and 25 March

for a delightful session of songs, stories, drawing and kiddush.
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Activities for tiny ones with their parents,
grandparents and carers.
The nursery is available every Shabbat
for children to play or read.
Please email education@ljs.org
to be added to the Tiny Tots circulation list.
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Seeing
red

The LJS was ﬂoodlit in red on 23 November to demonstrate
solidarity with those around the world suﬀering persecution
because of their religion. The Red Wednesday event was
supported by Christian and Islamic places of worship as well
as the Jewish Board of Deputies.
SAVE THE DATE

‘celebrating Freedom, condemning oppression’
10.00-17.30 on Saturday 25 March
A Shabbaton exploring the customs and themes of Passover

LJS-based
film wins
prestigious
award
‘Memory Songs’, a 12-minute
ﬁlm centred on Singing for the
Mind at The LJS, has won the
award for best documentary
and received its UK premiere at
the Jewish Film Festival.
Singing for the Mind (originally
called Singing for the Brain), a
non-denominational
programme for people with
memory problems, has been
running at The LJS for more
than ﬁve years. It meets every
Thursday for refreshments
followed by a singing session.
The ﬁlm was made during the
summer when Lucy Kaye, the
producer, got to know the
participants both at The LJS
and in their homes.

Nosh ‘n’ Drosh: talk, eat, listen, learn
Don’t miss Nosh ‘n’ Drosh – a
chance to enjoy lunch after
the Shabbat service (starting at
around 13.00) in the company
of an outstanding speaker.
Future meetings will include:
n Shabbat 11 February:
Rabbi Harry Jacobi
Rembrandt and the Jews
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n Shabbat 11 March:
Bryan Diamond
The life and activities of
Claude Monteﬁore
n Shabbat 13 May:
Pam Fox
The Jews of Golders Green
n Shabbat 10 June:
Joan Salter
Vichy’s Children
n Shabbat 8 July:
Rabbi Sybil Sheridan
The Jews who remain in
Ethiopia

Thank you to all those who
have sponsored a Nosh ‘n’
Drosh over the past two years.
Nosh ‘n’ Drosh has proved to
be one of our most successful
innovations. If you would like
to sponsor a meeting, please
ask Martin Slowe or Rabbi
Alexandra Wright for details.

