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The festival of Tu BiSh’vat, dedicated to an appreciation 
of the natural world, specifically trees, was celebrated at 
the LJS on 4 February.
The tone was set in the Shabbat morning service: the 
Torah portion and Haftarah both referenced palms 
trees, and Rabbi Alexandra Wright’s sermon gave us a 
wonderful overview of trees featured in the Torah.
Members stayed on for a delicious vegan lunch and 
Shabbaton – a celebratory educational programme. 
Professor Geraldine Van Bueren gave a most informative 
and illuminating talk on ‘A Beginner’s Guide to Ecocide’, 
and Professor Lynne Boddy offered fascinating insights 
into the importance of the fungi associated with trees.
A Tu BiSh’vat market place was set up with stalls on bee-
keeping, tree rings and community ecological projects. 
Specially selected texts on Judaism and stewardship 
were discussed in small groups, and James Heald gave 
a commanding reading of the extraordinary story  
The Man Who Planted Trees by Jean Giono. The 
afternoon ended with the beautiful ritual of Havdalah 
led by Rabbi Igor Zinkov.
Many thanks to the Social Action group, chaired by Harriett 
Goldenberg, for organising a most enjoyable event.
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Shabbat and Festival services: March and April (in person and online)

Unless otherwise stated, Friday evening services are at 6.45pm and Shabbat morning services are at 
11.00am, and led by either Rabbi Alexandra Wright or Rabbi Igor Zinkov. At the end of each Friday evening  
or Saturday morning service congregants are invited to Kiddush either in person or via Zoom.

Friday 3 March

Shabbat 4 March
T’tzavveh/Zachor

The first part of this morning’s service will be led by Rimon students 
in classes Zayin and Chet
We celebrate 25 years of the bimah chairs designed by Jane 
Finestone and embroidered by members of the LJS
Nosh ’n’ Drosh with the President of the Board of Deputies, Marie 
van der Zyl – see page 4

Monday 6 March at 6.45pm
Purim

Erev Purim
The reading of the Megillah (Book of Esther) will be followed by a 
performance in the Sanctuary of A Purim Mask-erade – or Who was 
Mrs Feather? – see page 4

Friday 10 March Open Shabbat for university/college students and all young people 
in their 20s and 30s, followed by a chavurah bring-and-share supper 
(please bring a vegetarian or sweet dish – no nuts)

Shabbat 11 March
Ki Tissa/Parah

L’Dor va-Dor Service led by Rimon students
Koleinu service in the Rabbi John Rayner Prayer Room
Kiddush to celebrate Susannah Alexander’s special birthday

Friday 17 March Co-led by Sam Grainger Bar Mitzvah
Class Chet Chavurah supper at 7.45pm

Shabbat 18 March
Va-yakheil-Pekudey/Ha-Chodesh

Sam Grainger Bar Mitzvah

Friday 24 March Co-led by Emily Gruber Bat Mitzvah and Student Rabbi Matt Turchin

Shabbat 25 March
Vayikra

Emily Gruber Bat Mitzvah

Friday 31 March

Shabbat 1 April

Thursday 6 April at 11.00am
1st Day Pesach

Thursday 6 April at 6.30pm Communal Seder: Members, Friends and guests all welcome – see 
page 4

Friday 7 April
Erev Chol Ha-Mo’ed Pesach

Shabbat 8 April
Shabbat Chol Ha-Mo’ed Pesach

Tuesday 11 April at 6.45 for 7.00pm
Erev 7th Day Pesach

Join us for an alternative Erev 7th Day Pesach Seder with supper in 
place of a traditional service

Wednesday 12 April at 11.00am
Seventh Day Pesach

Join us for the singing of Shirat Ha-Yam – the Song of the Sea

Friday 14 April

Shabbat 15 April
Shemini

Nicolas Cozens Naming and Blessing

Monday 17 April at 7.00pm Yom Ha-Shoah Service followed by a talk with Professor Peter 
Lantos: ‘Personal Reflections on The Holocaust’ – see page 5
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Friday 21 April at 6.30pm
Please note early start

Erev Shabbat Service with the Jewish LGBT+ Group, followed by a 
conversation between Rabbi Roderick Young and his cousin Miriam 
Margolyes – see page 5

Shabbat 22 April
Tazria-M’tzora

Communal Baby Blessing for children and babies of all ages who 
have not had an individual naming and blessing service – see page 5

Friday 28 April Led by the Kabbalat Torah Class

Shabbat 29 April
Acharey-Mot – Kedoshim

Kabbalat Torah Service – see pages 5 and 9

Friday 5 May

Shabbat 6 May
Emor

Coronation Shabbat: ‘O God, endow the king with Your judgements’ 
(Psalm 72.1). Please join us for this special service at the LJS 
which will include readings and music to acknowledge the King’s 
coronation – see page 5

Bereavements
We offer our sympathy to those who mourn:

Jack Flatau, husband of Susan and father of 
Thomas, Robert, William and Sally

Jillian Keates, aunt to Francesca and Amanda

Carol Roberts, sister of Gill and Sarah, and 
beloved friend of Albert Herskovits

Tony (Gordon Anthony) Yablon, husband of 
Rosemary and father of Emma and Nick

Lev Zalessky, husband of Irene

We are sad to announce the death of Gill Fisher, 
former Head Teacher of the LJS Religion School 
(now Rimon) and send our condolences to the 
family, including Gill’s daughters, Ruth, Sally, 
Judy and Rachael.

We extend our sympathy to David Herz and his 
family on the death of David’s father Gérard 
Herz.

We also extend our sympathy to Rabbi Sybil 
Sheridan and Rabbi Jonathan Romain and their 
family on the death of Sybil and Jonathan’s son 
Benedict Romain, and to Benedict’s widow, 
Stella.

May God comfort you and all who mourn

Congratulations
Mazal tov to Jeremy 
Isaacson (on the 
left of the picture) 
and Arie Gafson (on 
the right) who were 
married at the LJS on 
18 December 2022.

We are also delighted 
to announce the 
births of three new 
little ones in our 
community:

Daniel Bonfim-Austin (pictured 
right at 9 weeks old) was born 
on 7 November 2022, and is the 
firstborn son of Deborah Bonfim 
and Rupert Austin.

Abraham Liddle Scott was born 
on 31 May 2022, and is the son of Nicole and Adam 
Scott and baby brother of Jane, Margot and Georgia 
Liddle Scott.

Leo Albert Weinberg (pictured 
right at 9 weeks old) was born 
on 15 November 2022 and is the 
firstborn son of Alexandra and 
David Weinberg.

We send our warmest 
congratulations to all the families.
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Nosh ’n’ Drosh
Join us for our occasional series of talks and 
discussion over a bagel lunch following the 
Shabbat morning service, from 1.15 – 2.15pm.  
All welcome.
Saturday 4 March
Talk by the President of the 
Board of Deputies of British 
Jews, Marie van der Zyl OBE: 
Representing the diversity of 
views within the British Jewish 
Community: Is it possible?

Date for the diary:
Saturday 13 May 
Talk by Sara Hamilton-Fairley and Lord Michael 
Grade from The UK Sepsis Trust

Purim celebration
Monday 6 March at 6.45pm
A Purim Mask-erade – or Who was Mrs Feather?
During lockdown members may remember an 
online performance of the LJS Purimspiel which 
was an inspired and ingenious take on the Book 
of Esther. Featuring a character, representing 
God (who famously doesn’t appear in the Biblical 
telling of this story), this play was written by Rabbi 
Alexandra Wright (in iambic pentameters!).
All are welcome to come to see a live performance 
in our Sanctuary with an updated text.
Directed by Nicky Margolis, with an LJS star cast:
Esta Charkham as Mrs Feather 
Lily Carr as the Jewish Queen Esther 
Jacob Lovick as Mordechai 
Karen Newman as King Achashverosh 
Susannah Alexander as Vashti and Zeresh 
Louis Gershon as Haman (Boo!) 
MacKenzie Mellen reads the Prologue and Epilogue

The evening begins with a reading of the Megillah 
(Book of Esther) at 6.45pm and is followed by the 
performance at 7.15pm.
Refreshments are at 8.00pm.

Forthcoming Events
This information is correct at the time of going to press. Updated information is given in the Shalom 
LJS weekly e-newsletter.

Communal Seder
Thursday 6 April at 6.30pm
Members, Friends and guests are warmly invited 
to book for this stimulating and enjoyable evening 
on the second night of Pesach, celebrating the 
Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt.
Tickets include a delicious fish and vegetarian 
supper with dessert, wine, and all the foods of the 
Seder plate.
Children warmly welcome.
£40.00 per person; £25.00 per child.
Concessions available – please speak with Allys 
Short (admin@ljs.org) in confidence.

Sunday 26 March 2023 at 5.00pm
The Liberal Jewish Synagogue
Concert in aid of the Ukraine Crisis Fund (WUPJ)
and the LJS’s Drop-In for Asylum-Seeker 
Families
THE HUMAN SPIRIT
Hosted by Dame Maureen Lipman
Performers: 
Stephanie Marshall, mezzo-soprano 
Gemma Rosefield, cello, with Ensemble 360 
Maya Irgalina, piano 
The LJS Professional and Members’ Choirs 
conducted by Cathy Heller Jones 
Martin Sanders-Hewett, organ
Programme includes: 
Chichester Psalms by Leonard Bernstein 
Death and the Maiden string quartet by Franz 
Schubert 
Pohádka by Leoš Janáček for cello and piano 
Rückert-Lieder by Gustav Mahler 
New compositions commissioned by the LJS 
by Roxanna Panufnik, Toby Young and Julian 
Marshall
Ticket prices £15.00 – £40.00 
For tickets: www.the-human-spirit.org

mailto:admin@ljs.org
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Yom Ha-Shoah –  
Holocaust Remembrance Day
Monday 17 April at 7.00pm
The service will be followed by a talk given by 
Professor Peter Lantos:
Personal Reflections on the Holocaust
Peter will consider whether the Holocaust was the 
defining event of the 20th century or something 
different, and will also reflect on whether only 
Nazi Germany could have conceived of and 
carried out the Holocaust.

Miriam Margolyes at the LJS
Friday 21 April at 6.30pm
Our Erev Shabbat service (starting at the earlier 
time than usual of 6.30pm) will be held with 
the Jewish LGBT+ Group. This will be followed 
by a chavurah bring-and-share supper and 
conversation between Roderick Young and his 
cousin Miriam Margolyes. All welcome.
To book your place please contact: ljs@ljs.org

Communal Baby Blessing
Shabbat 22 April
The last three years have made it very difficult for 
families to celebrate the birth of their new babies 
in the community. If you feel you have missed 
out on this very special service of naming and 
blessing, we would be delighted if you participate 
in our communal Baby Blessing.
There will be a gathering of Tiny Tots and all 
families at 11.00am, and the service of naming 
and blessing will take place in the Sanctuary just 
after midday.
You are welcome to invite grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, friends and other guests to this 
service.
For more details, and to ensure that your son  
or daughter is part of this special service, please 
contact Rabbi Alexandra Wright on:  
a.wright@ljs.org

Kabbalat Torah Service
Shabbat 29 April at 11.00am
Do join us as five young people celebrate their 
Kabbalat Torah (KT) and lead the service. See 
page 9 to find out about our KT students.

Coronation Shabbat
Shabbat 6 May at 11.00am
On the day of the new King’s coronation, join 
other members of the LJS at a service of prayers, 
music and readings in celebration of the crowning 
of King Charles III.
The service will be followed by a special Kiddush.

Liberal Judaism Biennial in Daventry
19–21 May
Information will be made available via Shalom 
LJS and the Liberal Judaism website.

Shavuot
25, 26 and 27 May
On Thursday 25 May we are joining an online first 
night of Shavuot service co-ordinated by The Ark 
Synagogue.
Our main event is a service at 6.45pm on Friday 
26 May followed by a chavurah bring-and-share 
supper.
The theme of this year’s Shavuot will be Sh’ma 
Israel. This theme includes some leading 
questions: listening in a world of many opinions; 
Israel and its current crisis of democracy; climate 
emergency – the connection with Sh’ma is in the 
third paragraph and its conditional nature and 
connection with rains and natural forces.
There will be a performance of Maya Goldstein’s 
remarkable one-woman show, Za’atar Rain, 
which has had fantastic reviews . Maya tells us 
about her imaginary journey to Lebanon in order 
to meet a mysterious friend. Using projection 
mapping, animation and quirky characters 
including Elon Musk, a quick-witted pigeon with a 
penchant for ABBA and a talking sheep, the play 
challenges its audience to reflect upon the notion 
of borders, and the craving for crossing them and 
reaching the unreachable.
The all-night Tikkun Leyl Shavuot (study sessions) 
will draw on issues and ideas arising from this 
extraordinary theatrical event. There will be 
Shacharit (morning service) at 6.00am.
Our Shabbat morning service on 27 May will be a 
2nd Day Shavuot service.

mailto:ljs@ljs.org
mailto:a.wright@ljs.org
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I am happy to start this 
report with the news 
that Gaby Lazarus has 
now joined the team 
of Honorary Officers, 
bringing the total to 
four. The Honorary 
Officers are appointed 
by Council and 
accountable to it, and 

are charged with progressing Council’s decisions 
between meetings.

It has been another intensive period for the 
Council as well as for the rabbis and staff. Perhaps 
the most important development concerns 
governance of the synagogue, where Council 
has agreed a series of recommended changes 
to our Articles. These will be put to members 
and friends at a General Meeting on Thursday 
9 March at 7.00pm. Notification of the date 
and time together with the detailed proposals 
have already been sent out. The proposals aim 
to strengthen the Council for the future, with 
a more regular turnover of Council members, 
in turn offering more opportunities to bring in 
fresh faces, especially those who are able to offer 
much-needed additional skills. Council is relying 
on a good turnout for the meeting so that the 
proposals can be fully considered.

Council was pleased to welcome the Chair of 
the Education Committee, Scott Dinwiddie, 
Rimon Head Teacher Susannah Alexander, 
and Rimon Rabbi Elana Dellal to its February 
meeting. The success of a number of initiatives 
with Rimon Religion School, and of the progress 
of our Kabbalat Torah (KT) students were much 
appreciated. By the time this is read, Rabbi 
Igor Zinkov, accompanied by one teacher each 
from KT and Rimon, will have taken a party of 
eleven to Amsterdam, the first such group since 
before the pandemic. Such was the vigour of the 
education team and the pace of progress that 
Council decided that there should be another 
presentation later in the year, when more 
attention will also be paid to adult education.

Our Executive Director, Jonathan Bruck, will be 
putting forward proposals shortly to rationalise 
the administrative staff structure. This is not a 
cost-saving exercise so much as one to provide 
improved cover and the opportunity for staff to 
learn new skills.

Several generous donations have been received 
recently – the donors have, of course, been thanked 
individually – and they provide an opportunity to 
remind members that the vast number of activities 
at the LJS cannot be financed from membership 
subscriptions alone. We are most appreciative of 
donations which members can be assured will 
be put to excellent use. We also acknowledge 
with gratitude the efforts of those members who 
volunteer to run the many activities at the LJS 
which offer opportunities to learn or socialise.

The LJS Safeguarding Lead, Sue Head, addressed 
the January meeting and tabled a revised 
policy document which was agreed. She was 
ably supported by Aviva Shafritz and Caroline 
Villiers, who are responsible for safeguarding in 
their specific areas. We are most grateful to Sue 
for continuing to lead on safeguarding, which 
is fundamental to much of what we do as a 
synagogue.

Council was pleased with the Tu BiSh’vat 
Shabbaton organised by the Social Action 
committee, and appeals to all members to support 
such initiatives. The more who attend these 
thought-provoking events, the greater the ‘buzz’.

The membership renewal process continues, 
and this is an appropriate moment to request all 
members to take early steps to renew where this 
has not already been done.

The Heritage Committee has many plans, and 
Council will make time for a full discussion in 
due course. Meanwhile, it was delighted to learn 
that the LJS Library has been invited to join the 
Hebraica Libraries Group, which comes under 
the auspices of University College, London. 
Congratulations have been extended to our 
Librarian, Sally van Noorden.

Chris Godbold, Chair of Council

Council Report
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Judaism is a way of finding 
meaning. Every year 
we celebrate the same 
festivals, and yet every 
year, they seem different. 
Personal life events, news, 
worries, and concerns 
inform our understanding 
of the world.

At Pesach, we read the 
Haggadah, the story of the Jewish journey from 
slavery to freedom. Sometimes I wonder, would 
any text become meaningful if you read it enough 
times and repeat it year after year? Perhaps, yes. It 
happened that our ancestors chose this one, so we 
derive meaning from it.

In his 1967 essay, The Death of the Author, Roland 
Barthes argues that a reader should not rely on the 
intentions and biography of an author to explain 
the ‘ultimate meaning’ of a text. He writes: ‘A text 
is made up of multiple writings, drawing from 
many cultures and entering into mutual relations 
of dialogue, parody, and contestation. But there 
is one place where this multiplicity is focused and 
that place is the reader, not, as was hitherto said, 
the author. The reader is the space on which all the 
quotations that make up a writing are inscribed.’

Barthes’ idea is reflected in the Jewish approach to 
religious texts. In the Passover Haggadah, we read:

‘Let all who are hungry come and eat’  
‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt’  
‘In every generation, enemies seek to destroy us’.

When we read these phrases, it is natural to draw 
parallels with modern life. How many people today 
are hungry? How many people in the world live 
under an oppressive rule? How many people daily 
experience war and destruction?

The fundamental teaching of Pesach is distilled in 
the Mishnah: ‘In every generation, a person must 
view himself as though he personally left Egypt.’ 
(Mishnah Pesachim 10:5)

To fulfil this obligation, participants at a Sephardi or 
Iranian Passover Seder will simultaneously chant 

the Passover song Dayenu and hold bunches of 
either celery, leeks or spring onions in their hands. 
Then, they lightly beat each other on the back and 
shoulders to symbolise the sting generated by the 
whip of the Egyptian taskmasters.

The Mishnah text continues: ‘Therefore we 
are obligated to thank, praise, glorify, extol, 
exalt, honour, bless, revere, and laud the One 
who performed for our forefathers and us all 
these miracles: He took us out from slavery to 
freedom, from sorrow to joy, from mourning to a 
Festival, from darkness to a great light, and from 
enslavement to redemption.’(ibid.)

Please note that the rabbis did not say that we 
should identify with other slaves and oppressed 
but be grateful for what we have. There may be 
an important message in this. Perhaps, it is not 
right to see yourself in the struggle of others. Each 
oppression and each story is different. Saying 
to someone, ‘I know exactly what you are going 
through’ is often unhelpful. Therefore, our help 
should come to all who need it, not just those like us 
and those you can identify with.

Over the last ten years, the concept of allyship 
has been gaining popularity. It refers to a way of 
supporting oppressed and marginalised groups 
of people. Allyship begins with educating oneself 
about the issues these groups face. Only after 
learning should one be speaking out against 
discrimination and injustice and taking action to 
promote equality and equity.

An essential part of being an ally is acknowledging 
and understanding one’s privilege and using it to 
support others. It also means being willing to take 
direction from them regarding what actions are 
needed from their perspective rather than what you 
think is necessary.

At Pesach this year, we will learn the story of our 
people once again. May it remind us to be grateful 
for what we have and inspire us to be allies to those 
in need.

Igor Zinkov

Passover – the path to freedom begins with you
Rabbi Igor Zinkov reflects on the festival of Pesach
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A few months ago, I received an email from a 
member of the Jewish community on the Isle of Man 
inviting me to speak at their Holocaust Memorial 
Day (HMD) commemoration at the end of January. 
Never having visited the island, and curious about its 
history as a place of internment for ‘enemy aliens’ in 
both the First and Second World Wars, I accepted the 
invitation and, in addition to speaking to the wider 
community for HMD on Sunday afternoon, offered 
to lead a Shabbat morning service for any members 
of the Jewish community.

There isn’t a synagogue on the island, but there 
are a small number of Jews who live there – mostly 
originally from the north of England. It’s difficult 
to know precisely how many have made their 
home there. Around twelve Jews attended the 
service on Shabbat morning at the home of Carol 
Jempson, but I met more the following day at the 
HMD commemoration. Carol was born in London 
and moved to the island in the 1980s with her 
husband, Paul. She is a great organiser, and for a 
number of years, together with Leonard Singer, 
a retired pharmacist originally from Manchester 
and a former Member of the House of Keys (Isle of 
Man parliament), they have co-ordinated and put 
together the annual commemorative event.

Carol and Paul live in the Isle of Man’s capital, 
Douglas, a steep walk up from where I was staying by 
the sea. They had arranged their living room so that 
about 26 people could sit in a large circle and – to 
my great surprise – she produced a scroll! She had 
mentioned in one of our preparatory meetings that 
there was a scroll on the island and that it had been in 
someone’s cupboard for about 30 years. She thought 

Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration on the Isle of Man

L–R: Lady Philippa Lorimer, Rabbi Alexandra Wright,  
Sir John Lorimer and Carol Jempson
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it would be in quite a state, but it was beautiful, with 
carved ivory atzey chayyim (Torah rollers) and written 
in an elegant and very clear script. Carol didn’t know 
when it had last been used, but as we unrolled it to 
the sedra (Torah portion) for that week, we found a 
little yellow post-it note stuck to the parchment in 
Leviticus with the words ‘Yom Kippur’ written on it.

On Shabbat morning, we were joined by the Lord 
Lieutenant of the island, Sir John Lorimer, and his 
wife, Philippa, by Monsignor Devine, the priest of 
St Mary of the Isle, which is the Catholic Church 
in Douglas where the HMD commemoration was 
being held the following day, and by various of 
Carol’s friends.

Many of the Jewish individuals on the island come 
from Orthodox backgrounds and hadn’t come 
across Liberal Judaism before, and I wondered how 
easy it was to maintain a Jewish way of life when 
England was a four-hour ferry ride or a plane ride 
away. Nevertheless, Carol managed to produce two 
challot made by the local bakery and we ended our 
service with a brief discussion around the sedra and 
with grape juice and cake.

The following day, I walked along the clifftops and 
glimpsed some of the wild beauty of the island, with 
its sheer rocky coastline and the sea which is home 
to seals, dolphins and sharks.

The Catholic Bishop is a wonderfully inclusive 
and open-minded man who had handed his large 
church over to the Jewish community for HMD. 
Carol gave an opening address and Leonard spoke 
incisively about casual racism, sharing this joke with 
a mixed audience of Jews and Christians: ‘A man 
gets off the plane at Tel Aviv, hails a taxi and asks the 
driver to take him to ‘‘that place where the Jews go 
to weep and wail’’. The taxi driver takes him to the 
income tax office!’ It is one thing, said Leonard, for a 
Jew to tell this joke; but how would it sound coming 
out of the mouth of a non-Jewish person?

Sixth formers from local schools lit candles in 
memory of those who died in the Shoah and in 
the Cambodian, Rwandan, Darfur and Bosnian 
genocides, and we ended with the priestly blessing 
recited in Manx, English and Hebrew.

Alexandra Wright
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Kabbalat Torah
On Erev Shabbat 28 and Shabbat 29 April five young people celebrating their Kabbalat 
Torah (KT) will be leading the LJS services. It is a highlight of the liturgical year.
Everyone is warmly invited to come to these special occasions or watch them online.
This year’s class introduce themselves.

Nora Bielawski

Hello, my name is Nora 
Bielawski. I am 14 years 
old and in Year 10 at 
the Lycée International 
Winston Churchill, which 
is a bilingual French 
school. My four favourite 
subjects at the moment 
are Sports, English, 
Spanish and History. I 

have been a part of the LJS community for about 
10 years now, as I joined in Gan. It was also here 
that I had my baby naming ceremony. Outside 
of school, I enjoy playing tennis and spending 
time with my friends. I am very eager to continue 
taking part in KT and I am planning on staying to 
teach after our graduation.

William Copsey

I’m Will, and I’ve been 
at the LJS for just over 
a year now. I go to an 
international school, 
so I’m working towards 
my IB. I like History, 
Theology, and foreign 
languages, and hanging 
out with my two cats.

Charlie Grainger

My name is Charlie and I 
am 15 years old. I am at 
St Paul’s School, where 
my favourite subject is 
Engineering. I have been 
coming to Rimon with 
my brother for five years 
but have not been able 
to come as often as I like 
recently as I represent 

my school at rugby most Saturdays. I have always 
enjoyed Rimon, and although my Bar Mitzvah was 
online because of Covid, I will always be grateful 
for how the LJS did everything they could to make 
it a really special day. I look forward to continuing 
to be part of the LJS community.

Michael Josefs

My name is Michael and 
I am 15 years old. I am in 
year 10 completing my 
GCSEs with particular 
interest in Computer 
Science and Design and 
Technology. I like to be 
active, in particular, I 
enjoy scouting, climbing, 
baseball and table tennis. 

I have been a member of the synagogue since birth 
and joined Rimon when I was four. I enjoy music 
and am learning how to play the violin and piano. I 
am excited to take part in the KT service and spend 
more time with my friends from the LJS.

Eli Wolchover

Hi my name is Eli and I’m 
14 years old. I’m in year 
10 at JFS . I’m currently 
studying Astronomy, Triple 
Science , English, History, 
French, Product Design, 
Maths and Religious 
Studies. I also volunteer at 
my local cricket club, and 
have been to Rimon since 

I was 5. I love sport and cooking, and I couldn’t 
wait to continue my Jewish education after my Bar 
Mitzvah in 2021. I also hope to further my role in the 
LJS and wider Jewish community.
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Following his death at the 
age of 91 on 7 November 
2022, much has been 
written nationally 
and internationally 
about Sir Evelyn de 
Rothschild, focusing on 
his work as a financier and 
philanthropist.

Sir Evelyn’s funeral, held 
at the LJS, was attended by representatives of 
the royal family and eminent politicians, with the 
eulogy given with great warmth and affection by Sir 
Evelyn and Lady de Rothschild’s close friend, former 
US President, Bill Clinton, who attended with his 
wife, Hillary, and daughter, Chelsea.

This was a celebration of a man who lived a long, full 
and distinguished life. Born into a family whose name 
carried the weight of history, memory, responsibility 
and duty, Sir Evelyn discharged that responsibility 

and duty with loyalty and a strong sense of justice 
and compassion, with modesty, benevolence, 
immense generosity and great kindness.

Here at the LJS we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Sir Evelyn for the support 
he has given, and continues to give through the 
family’s Eranda Rothschild Foundation, to many of 
the synagogue’s charitable causes. In particular, Sir 
Evelyn, together with the Foundation’s Trustees, 
have made possible the remarkable community 
care support we are able to offer both to our 
members and to the wider community. We are 
immensely appreciative of this funding which has 
been continuing for twenty years. Following Sir 
Evelyn’s death, the Eranda Rothschild Foundation 
also made a most generous donation to the LJS’s 
Drop-In for Asylum-Seeker Families, improving the 
lives and life chances of our guests.

We send our sympathy to all the family, and wish 
them happy memories.

Tribute to Sir Evelyn de Rothschild

The War Memorial
Last year we were able to get the War Memorial 
cleaned with the aid of a grant from the War 
Memorials Trust (see picture below). Plans are 
in place to establish whether any of the residual 
green staining can be removed. The cleaning of 
the Memorial gives me personal pleasure as my 
wife’s great-uncle is commemorated on it. It would 
be interesting to hear from other members whose 
relations are commemorated on the Memorial.

The Columbarium
The old columbarium, which was leaning on unsafe 
foundations, has been taken down. The interred 
remains have been catalogued and placed in 
temporary storage. The new columbarium has been 
built and, shortly, the old remains will be reinterred.

Paths
A very generous donation has enabled us to have new 
resin paths laid in certain areas. These look smart, 
wear better and require less maintenance. It would be 

wonderful to be able to expand the area of resin paths 
if we receive further donations for this purpose.

The Prayer Hall
This requires internal and external maintenance 
and restoration work, particularly on the gutters. It 
is budgeted for.

Landscaping
A garden designer has produced a plan for specific 
areas of the cemetery, and she is in the process of 
producing a full costing of the implementation work 
and planting for Council approval.

This programme of works 
should provide us with an 
attractive setting where 
relatives of the deceased 
can come and remember 
their loved ones in a 
peaceful corner of North 
West London.

LJS Cemetery News
The LJS has its own cemetery in Pound Lane, Willesden NW10 2HG. David Davidson, chair of 
the Cemetery Committee, reports on the important work which has been taking place there.



11

Rimon CornerCommunity
Community Care
Aviva Shafritz, our Community Care Co-ordinator, 
is ready to help with difficulties experienced 
not only by our older members, such as with 
illness and provision of care, but also across the 
spectrum of life. You can contact Aviva by email: 
a.shafritz@ljs.org or by telephone on 020 7286 
5181.

Video and Tea
You are warmly invited to this event which takes 
place on the fourth Wednesday of the month  
1.30 – 4.30pm. There is no need to book – just come 
along. You will have soup on arrival, then watch a 
film. This is followed by a delicious tea including 
ice-cream. The cost is just £2.00 per session.
Our next screenings:
22 March: Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
26 April: The Admirable Crichton

Restaurant Tuesday
Everyone in our community is welcome to attend 
our informal lunch club at 12.45pm on the third 
Tuesday of the month for a chance to meet 
and chat and have a delicious meal, hosted by 
our delightful team of volunteers. We suggest a 
donation of £6.00.
Our next lunches are on 21 March and 18 April. 
Please call the office on 020 7286 5181 to let us 
know if you are coming.

Singing for the Mind
Singing for the Mind is open to anyone with 
memory problems or in the early stages of 
dementia. Tea and biscuits are served as people 
arrive to allow participants and their companions 
the chance to chat before we start singing. The 
hour-long singing session is led by a trained music 
leader, supported by volunteers. A dementia 
specialist is available for help and advice. For 
further details and advice on joining the group, 
please email sfm@ljs.org or phone the LJS on  
020 7286 5181.

The LJS Book Group
All LJS Members and Friends are invited to 
join our friendly and informal book group. The 
sessions are on Zoom, start at 7.00pm and last 
between an bour and an hour and a half.
The next sessions are:
Thursday 16 March: Mao’s Last Dancer by  
Li Cunxin
Thursday 20 April: A Place Called Winter by  
Patrick Gale
If you have any questions or would like to be sent 
a zoom link for the next Book Club, please email: 
ljsreaders@hotmail.com

Bridge Club
The Bridge Club meets at 2.00pm every Monday 
(except Jewish and Bank Holidays) and continues 
till 5.00pm, with a break for refreshments. This is 
as much a social afternoon as a competitive one. 
Cost is £2.00 per members and £3.00 for non-
members. We welcome new players. For more 
details, please contact the LJS on 020 7286 5181.

Chavurah monthly gatherings
Former members and friends of West Central 
Liberal Synagogue, as well as those from the 
wider LJ community who wish to continue the 
legacy of Lily Montagu, are warmly invited to the 
monthly hybrid Chavurah meetings held in the 
Assembly Hall at the LJS on the first Shabbat 
of the month. A talk or discussion at 2.00pm is 
followed by an afternoon shacharit at 3.00pm, 
after which there is tea and coffee and some 
social time.
For further information and Zoom links please 
contact Martina at: chavurah.emunah1@gmail.com

Drop-In for Asylum-Seeker Families
The next LJS Drop-Ins for asylum-seeker families 
are on Sunday 12 March and Sunday 16 April  
(a week later than usual to allow for Pesach) 
from 2.00 – 4.00pm.
If you are interested in becoming a Drop-In 
volunteer, please email Hannah Tickle at: 
asylumproject@ljs.org

mailto:a.shafritz@ljs.org
mailto:sfm%40ljs.org?subject=
mailto:ljsreaders@hotmail.com
mailto:chavurah.emunah1@gmail.com
mailto:asylumproject%40ljs.org?subject=
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The Learning Circle
Adult education classes at the LJS

Our rich adult education programme includes 
Classical Hebrew classes at all levels, and 
opportunities for learning and discussion about 
Judaism and Jewish life.
If you have questions or need advice, including 
advice on which level of Hebrew is suitable for 
you, please email: education@ljs.org
For full details of all classes, including which 
are on Zoom and or in person, please refer to 
The Learning Circle section on the LJS website: 
www.ljs.org (click on ‘Learning’). If you would 
like to sign up for a course, please click https://
www.ljs.org/form/adult-education-registration-
spring-2023 for the registration form.
Purim term Tuesday/Wednesday classes run to 
28/29 March. Regular classes will not take place 
on Tuesday 7 March or Wednesday 8 March so 
that we can celebrate Erev Purim together on 
Monday 6 March. However, please note that Rabbi 
Anthony Lazarus Magrill’s final Talmud class is 
being held on Tuesday 7 March. Shabbat morning 
classes run to 25 March.
The Shavuot term Tuesday/Wednesday classes 
start on 25/26 April with half-term on 30 and 
31 May, and end on 11/12 July. Shavuot term 
Shabbat morning classes start 22 April with half-
term on 27 May and 3 June, and end on 8 July.
Courses are free for Members and Friends of the 
LJS. The Learning Circle brochure on the website 
outlines payment for Non-Members.

Classes
Tuesday mornings 11.15am – 12.30pm

Tuesday Texts
This friendly group is led by our Rabbis and Dr Dov 
Softi. We study biblical and rabbinic texts, modern 
poetry and short stories, as well as Jewish history, 
and we enjoy sessions on Jewish art and music. 
The class is based around discussion on a variety 
of topics, the starting point being a text, painting or 
piece of music. New students are always welcome.

Tuesday evenings 5.45 – 6.45pm

Reading and Understanding the Book of Judges
Tutor: Dr Dov Softi
The Book of Judges is the seventh book in 
the Tanakh (canonical collection of Hebrew 
scriptures). It describes a period of social and 
political unrest among the Israelite tribes, a period 
before the Israelites’ monarchy. The stories are 
interesting and intriguing to read and learn from.
This course is suitable for those who can read 
Hebrew and have a basic understanding of 
Biblical Hebrew, grammatical structure and a 
basic knowledge of Biblical Hebrew words.

Tuesday evenings 7.00 – 8.00pm

Classical Hebrew for Not Quite Beginners
Tutor: Susannah Alexander
This is a fun and supportive class which is a 
continuation of the Absolute Beginners class 
which began in September 2022.
New students who would like practice in reading 
and understanding key prayers are also welcome.

Understanding Biblical Hebrew
Tutor: Dr Dov Softi
Participants in this course will follow the book 
Prayerbook Hebrew the Easy Way (available 
for purchase from the LJS) which focuses on 
understanding Biblical and Siddur (prayerbook) 
Hebrew. Participants will also read key Torah 
portions to increase their understanding of the 
Bible as well as their Hebrew vocabulary. This 
course is suitable for those who can read basic 
Hebrew.

Gaining Confidence in Hebrew
Tutor: Dr Sally Gold
If you can read a little Hebrew, this supportive, 
informal class will help you to improve. We 
are reading the Abraham narrative in Bereishit 
(Genesis). Your reading is guided and at your 

mailto:education@ljs.org
http://www.ljs.org
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own pace, with questions about the language 
and texts encouraged. Your confidence will grow 
with your skills and understanding, and you will 
be on the path towards greater enjoyment and 
participation in synagogue services, using the 
Siddur, Bible reading and lifecycle events.

Joseph: From Hebrew Slave to Egyptian 
Chancellor
Tutor: Rabbi Alexandra Wright
New students are welcome to this class as we 
follow the story of Joseph, now chancellor of 
Egypt, taking control of the people’s grain, so that 
it can be a reserve for the land during the seven 
years of famine. We read of his marriage to the 
Egyptian Asenath, and the effect of the famine on 
Jacob and his family. The class reads in Hebrew, 
learns some grammar and vocabulary, and enjoys 
far-reaching discussion about this consummate 
literary novella.

Tuesday evenings 8.10 – 9.15pm

Exploring Judaism
Tutor: Rabbi Igor Zinkov
Exploring Judaism is for people, including 
non-Jewish family members, who wish to know 
more about Judaism, Jewish history and the 
Jewish people. It is also an essential programme 
of instruction for people choosing Judaism by 
conversion. Class members are encouraged to 
read materials which will be put online during 
the year. In addition to offering knowledge 
of Judaism, the course encourages practical 
experiences of Liberal Judaism and space for 
reflection within the group. The full syllabus is in 
The Learning Circle brochure, available on the LJS 
website: www.ljs.org
Programme from March to early May
14 March: Synagogue and Home: Home Rituals 
and Prayers
21 March: Presentations from students
28 March: Exploring Pesach (Passover)
(Break)
25 April: Early Life Rituals
2 May: Life Cycle: Education and Coming of Age

Continuing Our Jewish Journey
Tutor: Rabbi Alexandra Wright
After three terms of study and preparation, 
students in this class are now preparing to take 
part in a special service on Shabbat 13 May 
2023. Students meet with Dr Dov Softi and Rabbi 
Alexandra Wright individually to learn their Torah 
portions and other parts of the service.

Navigating the Sea of Talmud
Tutor: Rabbi Anthony 
Lazarus Magrill
Rabbi Anthony Lazarus 
Magrill concludes his special 
study sessions on the Talmud.
Session 6: 7 March
Berakhot 27b–28a – What was it like to sit in the 
ancient academies? How did Jewish law happen? 
This week, we jump back into the sea of Talmudic 
narrative and learn about the rivalry between 
Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabban Gamliel which 
threatened to tear Rabbinic Judaism apart.

Wednesday Evenings 7.00 – 8.00pm
Classical Hebrew for Absolute Beginners
Tutor: Susannah Alexander
If you know absolutely nothing about reading 
Hebrew but want to learn, this class is for you. 
Using Jonathan Romain’s Signs and Wonders 
(available for purchase from the LJS), this class 
will enable you to unlock the mystery of the 
Hebrew letters and start reading. Absolutely 
no previous experience is required, just regular 
attendance of this friendly and supportive class.

Talmudists, 1927 by Abraham Messer (Bridgeman Images)

http://www.ljs.org
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Shabbat mornings 9.45 – 10.45am

Women in the Bible
Tutor: Nitza Spiro
In this course we examine key female figures in 
the Bible, analysing their characters and roles in 
the context of psychology, sociology, politics and 
literature, often making comparisons with ancient 
texts of other cultures in that area and era.
Our discussions are in English, with texts read 
in Hebrew, enriching participants’ vocabulary 
and understanding of grammatical structure. 
Members of the group receive weekly guidance 
of words and topics to think about prior to each 
lesson, making the learning more effective.
Should be of interest to men, too!

Learning with Texts
Facilitator: Michael Romain
Bernie Bulkin, who started up our classes, is leading 
five sessions on the subject of ‘Deuteronomy and 
Revolution’. Bernie will be giving his take on Moses’ 
radical reinterpretation of what God intended and 
what God intends for the future.
We welcome new members to the class. If you 
are interested, please contact Michael Romain by 
email: romain@netgates.co.uk.  

No knowledge of Hebrew is required, and classes 
can be attended in person at the LJS or online.

Understanding Biblical Hebrew
Tutor: Dr Dov Softi
Participants in this course will follow the book 
Prayerbook Hebrew the Easy Way (available 
for purchase from the LJS) which focuses on 
understanding Biblical and Siddur (prayerbook) 
Hebrew. Participants will also read key Torah 
portions to increase their understanding of the 
Bible as well as their Hebrew vocabulary. This 
course is suitable for those who can read basic 
Hebrew.
Please note this course commences at 10.00am to 
allow parents of Rimon children to attend Tefillah.

The Philosopher  
by Jacob Kramer, 1922  
(Bridgeman Images)

The LJS Chavruta – Learning with Study Companions
Rabbi Igor Zinkov has adapted a traditional form of study called Chavruta (literally 
‘Companionship’) specially for the LJS: groups of two or three people study specific 
texts together in search of their meaning, then discuss how to apply their findings to 
their own lives. Chavruta fosters meaningful friendships between study companions.
The project has proved to be very popular with many groups now engaged in 
companiable study. Each Chavruta group is currently looking into the ten LJS 

values underpinning the LJS.
The programme allows for continuous enrolment, so you can register at any time, and as soon as there 
are enough people to form a new group, that group will open. Everyone of all ages is welcome to take part.
You are assigned study partners and texts which are from both traditional and general cultural sources. 
The traditional sources are in both Hebrew and English, so knowledge of Hebrew is not a prerequisite, 
and the experience is meaningful even if you have no knowledge of Hebrew at all. The general culture 
sources include poetry, art and book extracts.
Your Chavruta  group meets for an hour-long session virtually or in person every 
month at a time agreed between participants, with the opportunity of staying 
together or joining other study companions for future sessions.
To find out more, and/or to register, please contact Rabbi Igor Zinkov:  
i.zinkov@ljs.org or visit www.tinyurl.com/ljsch

mailto:romain@netgates.co.uk
mailto:i.zinkov@ljs.org
http://www.tinyurl.com/ljsch


1515

The first half of the Aviv (spring) term at Rimon 
was exceptionally busy, and never more so than 
on 4 February, our last session before half-term.

All of our classes celebrated Tu BiSh’vat with 
beautiful fruit platters generously created by 
Rimon parents. Children in Alef and Bet (Years 1 
and 2) experienced the fruits of the trees first hand 
by making delicious smoothies.

Classes Chet and KT (Years 8–10), together 
with some of their parents, had the honour of 
spending part of their morning with Eva Schloss, 
Auschwitz survivor and posthumous stepsister 
of Anne Frank, in preparation for their trip to 
Amsterdam at half-term. Eva gave very generously 

Rimon Corner

We wish these young members of the LJS a very happy birthday in March and April.
March 
Lola Altschuler 
Isaiah Baum Appignanesi 
Lawrence Bresnark 
Angel Desmond 
Rebecca Forster 
Kitt Frankel 
Gabriel Grade 
Samuel Grainger 
Matilde Hockley Lester 
Noah Jones 
Eric Lach Stein 

Students and parents with Eva Schloss

of her time to share her experiences with us and 
answer our students’ thoughtful questions. The 
group particularly wanted to know how Eva was 
able to keep hope alive in seemingly impossible 
circumstances, and how we should respond to 
Holocaust deniers today.

After our pupils left for half-term, staff stayed for a 
‘lunch and learn’ with Ian Bennett, Head Teacher 
of Downshall Primary School which includes 
a unit for neurodivergent children. Ian taught 
us strategies for providing an inclusive learning 
environment for our neurodivergent students 
at Rimon. We were hugely impressed with Ian’s 
knowledge and passion, and some of our staff 
are planning to visit Downshall to see some of the 
strategies in action.

We now look forward 
to Purim, a L’Dor 
va-Dor Service and a 
Passover celebration 
like no other. Watch 
this space!

Susannah Alexander, 
Rimon Head Teacher 
and Rimon Rabbi 
Elana Dellal The fruit smoothie class!

Sofia Lach Stein 
Clementine Maller 
Ellie Matthews 
Leo Mendelsohn 
Quincy Newman 
Benno Ratner 
Max Roeder Wald 
Ollie Roeder Wald 
Harrison Romeo 
Emily Roth 
Jacob Rushbrook 
Oralee Sellar 

Olivia Sinclair 
Cy Solomons 
Jonas Wiesenfeld 
 
April 
Nena Atwell 
Isaac Bendel 
Joshua Dreyer 
Daniel Epelbaum 
Wilfred Ginsberg 
Emily Gruber 
Zoe Roeder Wald 

Ava Rosenthal 
Baxter Spurr 
Edie Spurr 
Emilia Stonehill 
Thomas Stonehill 
Zetta Tombs 
Lilybella Ullmann 
Tom Wald
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A Jewish Object
Following LJS News’ request to  
members for stories about a Jewish 
object of special significance, Mary 
Davidson responded with this poignant 
story of a little porcelain coffee pot 
which holds great meaning.

Picture this, if you will. A little girl. Fleeing. 
Terror, fear, uncertainty … Vienna, 1939. In 
her hand, she carries a tiny porcelain coffee 
pot. It’s perfect; enchanting. White base, 
green leaves, pink flowers picked out in 
gold dots. A lid, a pretty handle, a pointed 
spout, all as golden as the sun. It fits exactly 
in the hollow of her palm, her fingers curved 
around it. Snug and safe.

Why has she chosen this treasure, amongst all others, to flee with? Is it 
because it’s small? Does it remind her of the house she’s left behind? Or 
did she just love it?

I don’t know.

It was given to me by her daughter, a child psychiatrist, long after her 
mother died.

‘But don’t you want it?’

‘No. I want you to have it. You like miniature things.’

It’s true. I have a doll’s house, filled with beautiful, serious miniatures.  
I adore it.

I don’t know why she gave it to me. She’s kind, generous, clever and 
intuitive – a good woman. And she, like everyone, has her own stories. 
A legacy of a terrible, handed-down past may be a burden. Why should I 
pry? You know when not to ask questions.

So – my Jewish object, a coffee pot, isn’t really Jewish at all. But I hold 
it and think of … all the things the Holocaust means. Fear. Children. 
Cruelty. Murder. Running. Hiding. And with rare luck, survival and 
starting again. Making a life. I tell its story to everyone who sees my 
doll’s house. And they take it in their hands, to clasp it, feel it, and think 
of that small girl and her times.

Objects have power, inspiring, evoking, confirming. They haunt their 
own tales – even a child’s snatched-up treasure.

mailto:ljs%40ljs.org?subject=
https://www.ljs.org
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