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Solomon ibn Gabirol

ON LEAVING SARAGOSSA

Mymnguedmmthemofofmymoudl,
my throat is parched with pleading,

my beart is loud, my mind confused

My sarrow swells and will not bear
slecp’s gift to my eyes:

like fire inside me burn?

7'1i be consumed in my thirst

before my thirst for friendship is quenched,
25 though the sky and its hosts were arrayed

hetween me and all that I crave.
7' treated here as a soranger, despised—

as though 1 were living with ostriches,
caught between impostors and fools

who think their hearts have grown wisc.
One hands you venom to drink,

another strokes you with words
and lies in wait in his hearr,

addressing you: “Please, my lord . . .";
zeople whose fathers were not fit

1o be dogs to my flock of sheep—

unless they were painted with crimson cheeks.

They're giants in their own eyes,
wppers here in mine,
They quarrel with all my teachings and talk,
as though I were speaking Greek.
“Speak,” they carp, “as the people speak,
and we’ll know what you have to say —
znd now Ull break chem like dirt or like straw,
my tongue’s pitchfork thrust into their hay.

If your ears aren’t able to bear me,
what good could my harmonies doy
Your necks aﬁen’twmhyofwca:ing
Ifzygoldm crescents and jewels,
esebo?mwmﬂdcnlyapm their mouths
to the rain that descends from my clouds
mye;sse!mewauidmnmmetbrm@zthcn;
with its cinnamon scent, and myrrh.,

Have compassion for wisdom, compassion for
su::mundedbynexghbo:shkcrh;:—» e
pc?ple for whom the knowledge of God
15 a matter of spirits and ghosts,
Therefore I mourn and wail,
and make my bed in ashes,
and bow my head like a reed and fast

e, OB !ﬁ‘w\?ﬁmﬁy and Monday.

et

——
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HEART’S HOLLOW

And heart’s hollow
and wisdom is blocked;
the body apparent
but soul obscured:
those who wake in the world
for gain come to corruption.
¢m carth a man rejoices in nothing. . . .

The servant, soon, will slaughter his master,
the handmaidens turn on their mistress and queen;
a daughter will rise-—against her own mother,
a son—against his father’s name,
My eye in the world dismisses
what others most love,
and all is labor, a ploughing for worms.
Slime—to slime returns,
Soul—ascends to soul.



Yehudah Halevi ca. 1075- ca. 1141, Spain
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Ilift my cup to celebrate
my love for you,
and say:

shalom to you,
shalom, seventh day.

How pleasing to me
this moment of twilight,
ushering in Shabbat,
the world’s new face,
beginning tonight.
Come, enter this orchard,
eat of its fruit,
for this is my companion,
my friend,
my time of quietude.
Al ahavatekha eshteh g'vii
shalom I'’kha shalom yom
ha-sh'vii
mah na-amah i eit bejn
ha-sh'mashot
lirot p'nei shabbat panim
hadashot
bo-u v'tapuhim harbu ashishot
zeh yom m'nuhi zeh dodi v'reii.

~—YEHUDAH HALEVI

Gratitude

My instincts are from You,

my body was fashioned
by You,

the songs I sing reach up
to You,

and with offerings of
thanksgiving I greet You.

The air I breathe is Yours,

the light in my eyes reflects
Your glory,

my insights are formed
from Your mystery,

thoughts of You are gunide-
posts of my life.

Whenever my love calls to
You, my heart finds You.

But my mind cannot con-
tain You.

And my thoughts and
conceptions can never
truly picture You,

or my errors and mistakes
ever diminish You.

—after YEHUDAH HALEVI

A MEDITATION FOR BAR'KHU

Almighty no thing exists
without You and none
can be like You the source
of all maker and creator

You have no image eyes
observe but the soul
lodged in the heart
recognizes You and sees

Prayer is for one’s soul
what nourishment is for
one’s body. The blessing
of one’s prayer lasts until
the time of the next prayer,
just as the strength derived
from one meal lasts until
another.... During the time
of prayer, one cleanses the
soul of all that has passed
over it and prepares it for
the future.

—YEHUDAH HALEVI

My Soul

On the day thar I searched
for God—for I could not
see the Divine—

I turned to my heart and
my mind

and found Your throne
within,

a witness to You in me.

—YEHUDAH HALEVI

Your glory’s breadth
encompassing all

for in You all finds its place
but You occupy no place

my soul seeing

but unseen come thank
the seeing but unseen
and bless



Solomon Ibn Gabirol, 1021-1058, Spain

This poem was written by
Solomon ibn Gabirol (1021~
1058, Spain), among the great-
est of Jewish medieval poets, it
is taken from his masterpiece,
Keter Malkhut, a philosophical
work written in poetic meter.
In it, 1bn Gabirol talks of the
moment we might see God.

1y 7K K

Atah or elyon

wHIo3 YY)

FF"F-!.’- nial God’s Mystery
YR Ny "N I called to You to reveal the
'*'[173’5)_7" mysteries
never hidden from You,
D'?DJ 7K RX instead, I uncovered the
Atah or nelam deep within me
M1 oYiva and did not depart empty-
AT handed
Dl?.m; H'?Jj'l for in the songs I sang to
A0 You, I saw
I I R a vision of a ladder.
e o I offer thanks for Your
,D’?-]y MK AR wonders
Atah or olam though I do not under-
stand them
ﬂb 53'(175:! Y but I will not forget what
TRRYN] Mo2n You whispered to me
nxﬁn WP UE;J:C as my heart dreamed its
8 XY 190 ieans

—SOLOMON IBN GABIROL

You are the celestial light—
innocent eyes see You;
clouds of sin hide You.

You are the hidden light
of this world,

revealed in visions,

seen on God’s mountain.

You are the eternal light—
the mind’s eye searches

and seeks;
only an aspect ever seen,
never all.

~—SOLOMON IBN GABIROL

Who Is Like You,
Almighty?
Who can know the won-
drousness of all You have
fashioned?
You formed our bodies in
ways that can serve You:
giving us eyes to see Your
miracles,
ears to hear of Your awe-
inspiring deeds,
a mind to understand
some of Your mysteries,
a mouth to speak Your
praise,
and a tongue that can
speak of Your deliver-
ance.
Today, 1, Your servant,
child of Your handmaiden,
describe according to the
meagerness of my ability,
a bit of Your greatness,
a fraction of Your ways.

~——SOLOMON IBN GABIROL



