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Divine forgiveness, from Moses to Us
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God, King who sits on the throne of mercy, governs with kindness forgives the iniquities of His
people. He removes their sins one by one, increasing forgiveness to sinners, and pardon to trans-
gressors. Acting righteously with all who are of flesh and spirit; not according to their wicked-
ness does He repay them. Almighty! You instructed us to recite the thirteen Divine attributes; and
remember unto us this day the covenant of thirteen Divine attributes, as You made them known
to the humble Moshe of old, as it is written, “And YHWH descended in the cloud, and stood
with him there, and proclaimed the Name, YHWH.”
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“YHWH passed before him [Moshe], and proclaimed:”
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“YHWH, YHWH, Almighty, Merciful, Gracious, Slow to Anger, and Abundant in Kind-
ness, and Truth. Keeper of kindness for thousands of generations, Endurer of iniquity, and
transgression, and sin; and Acquitter [of those who repent]... And pardon our iniquity and
our sin, and take us for Your inheritance.”
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Pardon us our Father, for we have sinned, forgive us our King, for we have transgressed, for You,
my Master, are good and forgiving, and abounding in kindness to all who call upon You.
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‘““Please pardon the sins of this nation in accordance with the greatness of Your lovingkind-
ness; and as You forgave this people from when it left Mitzrayim until now.”
And there it is said:

11372 *AN2D MM N
“And YHWH said, I have pardoned [them] as you have asked.”
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The texts as they appear in the bible:
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G-d passed before him and proclaimed: “G-d! G-d! a God compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in kindness and faithfulness, extending kindness to the thousandth generation, forgiving
iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet He does not remit all punishment, but visits the iniquity of parents
upon children and children’s children, upon the third and fourth generations.” Moses hastened to bow low
to the ground in homage, and said, “If I have gained Your favor, O Lord, pray, let the Lord go in our
midst, even though this is a stiff-necked people. Pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for Your
inheritance!”
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And YHWH said to Moses, “How long will this people spurn Me, and how long will they have
no faith in Me despite all the signs that I have performed in their midst? I will strike them with
pestilence and disown them, and I will make of you a nation far more numerous than they!”

But Moses said to YHWH, “When the Egyptians, from whose midst You brought up this people
in Your might, hear the news, they will tell it to the inhabitants of that land. Now they have heard
that You, YHWH, are in the midst of this people; that You, YHWH, appear in plain sight when
Your cloud rests over them and when You go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pil-
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lar of fire by night. If then You slay this people to a man, the nations who have heard Your fame
will say, ‘It must be because YHWH was powerless to bring that people into the land He had
promised them on oath that He slaughtered them in the wilderness.’

Therefore, I pray, let my Lord’s forbearance be great, as You have declared, saying, “YHWH!
slow to anger and abounding in kindness; forgiving iniquity and transgression; yet not re-
mitting all punishment, but visiting the iniquity of fathers upon children, upon the third and
fourth generations.” Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to Your great kind-
ness, as You have forgiven this people ever since Egypt.”

And YHWH said, “I pardon, as you have asked.”
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“And the GOD passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6). Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not
written in the verse, it would be impossible to say this. [The verse] teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be
He, wrapped Himself [in a prayer shawl] like a prayer leader and showed Moses the order of the prayer.
He said to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them act before Me in accordance with this order,

and I will forgive them.
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... To teach you the order of beseeching mercy even once the merit of the Patriarchs has been exhausted,
and according to this liturgy that you see me wrapped [in a tallis] and reciting the Thirteen Attributes, you
shall teach Israel to do so, and through this mention before me of “merciful and compassionate” they will
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Hasidut:

Derech HaMelech (Klonimus Kalman Shapiro of Piaseczno) on the Thirteen Attributes,
5686 (1925)

On the matter of the Thirteen Attributes which we recite. Rashi relates in parashat Ki-Tisa that
God said to Moses “according to this liturgy that you see me wrapped [in a fallis] and reciting
the Thirteen Attributes, you shall teach Israel to do so.” Why did God need to do this and recite
in person? Would it not be enough for Him to command that a prayer leader should wrap and re-
cite?

Now, it is brought in Kedushat Levi on the passage “He called God, God” that “every Jew has a
part of divinity within them, and when they cry out and pray with [or from] that divine part, then
the divine part is calling out to God, and that is what is meant by “God, God” — that God calls
out to God.

And truly, the essence of prayer is only when God prays, as the Gemara says “how do we know
that God prays?” (Berachot 7a). That is, when a Jew prays, it is always that God is praying. For
if not, what good will the prayer do? [How can material words have effect in the supernal
world?] How will the words have substance to effect on high a transformation of God's anger
into mercy?

But the divine part within a person doesn’t always pray. Only one who is in touch with [literally:
connected, or bound to] their divine part — one in whom the body isn’t a separate thing from the
soul, like two neighbors who live in one house but are otherwise separate people who are distant
from each other; only when the body’s desire is to be subordinate to the soul, rather than the
body being in wonderment of [or under the influence of] pure physicality, but only in wonder-
ment of [under the influence of] the soul — when [such a person] comes to pray, then God prays
as we described. “From the depths I cry out to you” (psalm 130).

The words of the prayer are not my words, but rather [in Yiddish:] from my innards [my tipenish,
or kishkes] I call out to you. And this is the clue: “according to this liturgy that you see me
wrapped [in a rallis] and reciting the Thirteen Attributes, you shall teach Israel to do so.” That
they [Israel] pray so that I will be the one who calls in the fashion of “God, God” — that God is
the one who calls and prays. (And it is easy to understand.)
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Texts referenced by the Piaseczner:
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Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Yosei: From where [is it derived] that the Holy One, Blessed be
He, prays? As it is stated: “I will bring them to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in the house of
My prayer” (Isaiah 56:7). [The verse] does not say [the house of] their prayer, but rather, [“the house of]
My prayer”; from here [we see] that the Holy One, Blessed be He, prays. Rav Zutra bar Tovia said that
Rav said: May it be My will that My mercy will overcome My anger, and may My mercy prevail over My
other attributes through which Israel is punished, and may I conduct myself toward My children with the
attribute of mercy, and may I enter before them beyond the letter of the law.
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A song of ascents. Out of the depths I call You, Hashem.
O Lord, listen to my cry; let Your ears be attentive to my plea for mercy.
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