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                                                                                               September 2022

                        SELICHOT  Saturday, September 17

EREV ROSH HASHANAH  Sunday, September 25
          ROSH HASHANAH Monday-Tuesday, Sept. 26-7
                      KOL NIDRE Tuesday, October 4 
                    YOM KIPPUR Wednesday, October 5

                          See calendar on pages 6-7

Sunday, October 30

As this issue went to press, final rehearsals  
were being held for this celebratory concert.

Help make this year’s Road Race a success! See article 
on page 5 or go to http://www.cantonfallclassic.org/ 

A TRIP TO SPAIN!
SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 3.
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Rabbinic Reflections

WELCOME TO A NEW YEAR
Shannah Tovah. May we all come to 
enjoy a year of health and personal 
growth, of joy and renewed connec-
tion, and of growing peace and safety 
in our world. We enter 5783 a bit 
uncertain about the future. We bring to the year concerns 
about COVID and climate change, civility in America and 
peace in the world around us. In our smaller world at B’nai 
Tikvah, it is a time of counting our blessings and preparing 
for a New Year filled with exciting changes. We welcome 
senior rabbinical student Josh Schreiber to our clergy staff 
joining myself and senior rabbinical student Lisa Feld.  
Josh will be teaching in our school and in our teen pro-
gram and leading services most shabbatot bringing his 
musical talents and special spiritual vision that combines 
attention to mind and body. Lisa is returning for another 
year and will be starting an adult bar and bat mitzvah pro-
gram. Our Sanctuary has been refreshed and our building 
is looking brighter and cleaner.  

At this time of turning, I want to remind you of our stand-
ing offer to help you and your friends deepen your Jewish 
lives through programs that bring Judaism to your home 
and on your schedule. If there is a topic you would like to 
explore more deeply – invite some friends and we will help 
you set up a living room learning series. Want to start a ha-
vurah (fellowship circle) this year? We will be offering peri-
odic in-person Friday night services that can be a prelude 
for your hosting home-based pot luck dinners. B’nai Tikvah 
provides multiple gateways to a deeper Jewish life of 
friendships, learning, prayer, social justice and intergenera-
tional connection. As you look at our new program guide 
(to be distributed on Rosh Hashanah), create your own 
experience of what it means to be part of B’nai Tikvah.  

Do you have friends who might be looking for a Jewish  
connection? Make an introduction. We will welcome them.  

Please be in touch. Email or call me anytime to set up a 
meeting, at the synagogue or at your home or over coffee 
at Starbucks. I look forward to the year ahead with optimism 
and hope.  

Lori, Ronya, Mickey, Reuven and Samara join me in wishing 
you all a wonderful 5783.  

  Rabbi Leonard Gordon 
  rabbi@bnaitikvahma.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President  Janice Halpern
VP of Strategy &  
   Communications Melanie Greitzer
VP of Education Julie Goodman & Amy Peterson 
Treasurer  Ann Hartstein
Assist. Treasurer Sherry Rosen Brown
Secretary  Andrew Langmead
House   Steve Bernstein
Past President  Natalie Weinberg
Ritual   Dena Kaufman/Ellie Sirk
Communications Linda Silverstein
Parliamentarian  Wayne Gray

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Adult Education  Janet Silberberg & Cathy Stern
Brotherhood  Stan Zoll
Membership  Sam & Christine Evans
School Committee Noah Beit-Aharon
Sisterhood Liaison Ronna Nesselle
Social Action  Phyl Hewson
Youth   Robin Harris

At Large Members Andrew Baizen
   Marshall Myers
   Alan Rapoport
   Karen Reiser

Login to your temple account to access the member 
directory for contact info for any of the above names.

781-828-5250
office@bnaitikvahma.org
www.bnaitikvahma.org

 Donna Blumenthal Office  Administrator                            
 Josh Blumenthal     Consultant

Condolences: add “to Andrew Jaynes and 
family on the loss of Lois Jaynes” . Do we 
add “to the Blacker family on the loss of 
Kenneth Blacker” [brother of member] and 
“to Nancy Swarz on the loss of Bernard 
Sohn” [brother of member]? 

Welcome to the revised Koleinu!
This year the bulletin will be printed and mailed 
three times a year. An additional three issues will 

be available on the B’nai Tikvah website.

We hope you enjoy reading this 
High Holiday issue!
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From the President

Welcome to an exciting new year – 
5783 – with so much to anticipate, 
including:

•  the completion of our newly-de-
signed and flexible sanctuary,

•  our new clergy team led by Rabbi 
Gordon, with returning Rabbinic In-
tern Lisa Feld and our new Cantorial/Rabbinic Intern Josh 
Schreiber, and all the programs and opportunities they’ll 
guide

•  a year of much less COVID (we hope) and more celebra-
tions and support, together!

We all have important roles in the life of B’nai Tikvah. One 
of my favorite Torah teachings comes from the long in-
structions of the sacrificial offerings that the Israelites were 
to bring to the High Priests – oxen, sheep, goats, turtle-
doves, pigeons, wheat or barley flour, olive oil and frank-
incense. Whether atoning for sins through a sin-offering, 
or expressing gratitude with a thanksgiving offering, our 
ancestors were all able to participate in these sacrifices, 
regardless of wealth or status. If sacrificing your only ox 
meant your family would lose its livelihood, you could still 
participate fully with what you could contribute – even 
three tablespoons of flour. What this means today is that 
each of us can play a role – and every role is valuable.

So how can you participate in B’nai Tikvah? Volunteers are 
vital – from officers, Board and committee members and 
leaders, tutors in our Religious School, Jewish Family Table 
helpers, minyan and Shabbat and holiday service leaders, 
to kitchen crew and so much more. 

Do you like to shop? You could help pick up groceries  
for kiddush every so often. 

Have nimble fingers? You could help stuff occasional  
mailings. 

Are you tech-savvy? You could help monitor the Zoom 
technology for an occasional service.

Whatever your skills, whatever your available time, please 
join in with what you can offer. Please contact me or the 
office to let us know how you’d like to help our congrega-
tion. And remember, too, that offering your presence in 
our programs, learning opportunities, celebrations, and 
sorrows is an equally important role. 

Find your way to help B’nai Tikvah, and you may find that 
you’re helping yourself. 

May we all enjoy a new year of good health, vibrant learn-
ing, joyous singing, and shared contentment through our 
B’nai Tikvah family. And may 5783 bring peace to us all.

  Janice Halpern 
  president@bnaitikvahma.org
  781-784-3839

School Happenings
Happy New Year, Shanah Tovah. 
There are so many new and exciting 
things that will be happening this year. 
Classes began on September 10 for 
the religious school.  

Our youngest students continue to 
have Morah Anna as their teacher, and 
I will continue to teach grades 4-6. I’m 
very excited to welcome Reb Josh Schreiber, one of our 
rabbinic interns, teaching our kitah zayin students as well 
as the teen group.  During the summer, Gerry worked hard, 
giving our classrooms a fresh coat of paint and rebuild-
ing our storage cabinets and book shelves. I can’t wait to 
hear the sounds of giggles and laughter in our building as 
we continue to refine our Hebrew reading and learn about 
Torah and the holidays. I’m looking forward to welcoming 
our Madrichim who will help our students with learning to 
read Hebrew and help our teachers with the tasks needed 
in our busy, active, classrooms. Our L’dor V’dor helpers will 
be once again helping us this year. 

Our first family event is Sunday, October 9 from 2-4 pm at 
the temple. We will be decorating the sukkah for Sukkot. 
This is not just a program for our religious school families; 
we encourage grandparents who are members to invite 
their grandchildren to come to this event and help deco-
rate our sukkah. Also, religious school families who would 
like to bring a friend or friends, please feel free. RSVP by 
October 1 to teachers@bnaitikvah.org. 

Teen Group
“How Do You Measure Up” is the topic of the first meeting 
of our teen group on September 18. Thanks to a gener-
ous grant from Brotherhood, our teens will be enjoying 
a pizza dinner and learning about topics we didn’t cover 
in religious school. More than 17 teens signed up for this 
program.   

On behalf of the Langmead family, Andrew, Abbie, and Sa-
mantha, I wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year. Please 
let us be together more often, enjoy each other’s company 
in person, and most of all stay healthy.

  Michelle Langmead, Director
  teachers@bnaitikvahma.org

B’nai Tikvah Trip to Spain – May 2023

Watch for more details about this wonderful 
opportunity to explore Jewish Spain – learning 
about its Golden Age, the loss and rebirth of  
a vibrant Jewish center – and savor the art, 

architecture, history and cuisine along with the 
stories of the great Jewish personalities and 

thinkers of the country. Join Rabbi Gordon and 
tour leader Kayla Ship on this fabulous trip.

Volunteer!
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I am very excited to be joining the B’nai 
Tikvah community this year as the 
Rabbinic/Cantorial Intern. I’m looking 
forward to sharing Torah and music 
during the coming months, but for now I 
will share a bit about myself, and what I 
will be teaching this year. 

Having grown up as a secular Israeli, 
I resisted the urge to become a rabbi 

for close to three decades. I spent most of my twenties 
teaching religious school, and some fifteen years 
serving as a frequent prayer leader at Havurat Shalom 
in Somerville, and an occasional cantor in a wide variety 
of movements and settings. Four years ago, I gave into 
the inevitable and enrolled at the Rabbinical School at 
Hebrew College, which offers an enriching blend of serious 
engagement with Torah, Talmud, and every other aspect of 
academic Judaism, plus attention to pastoral skills, and an 
abiding commitment to the personal and spiritual growth 
of each student. My incredible fellow students challenge 
and inspire me, and the faculty bring their whole selves to 
their encounter with the text, inviting me to do likewise. I 
believe this sort of engagement is essential. In our age, we 
are all Jews by choice, and we cannot take our tradition for 
granted. If we are to spend our time in synagogue at all, our 
engagement with Judaism must serve us in our lives, even as 
it supports us in serving each other and our world.  

Before beginning rabbinic studies, I engaged deeply in the 
world of movement healing and became a teacher of the 
Feldenkrais Method of Somatic Education, a body/mind 
learning approach. It has been a great joy and privilege 
for me to accompany many people on their journeys of 
personal growth and transformation – whether they came 
to me to recover from injuries, to improve their artistic 
expression, or simply to become more present in their 
bodies and in their lives. There can be something spiritual 
in this sort of encounter with one’s self – something which 
is quite compatible with Jewish spirituality. 

This year I will be teaching two courses in which I use 
the unique process of Feldenkrais Awareness Through 
Movement to explore Jewish spiritual concepts. Embodied 
Teshuvah will meet in four sessions in September before 
Rosh Hashanah. Its aim is to help participants prepare 
themselves for a deeper experience of the High Holidays, 
through an engagement with Jewish texts, movement 
explorations, and personal reflection. My second course, 
Beyond Bowing: A Deep Dive into Embodied Jewish 
Prayer, will meet in February and March. 

Another of my pursuits was becoming a professional 
musician. I played cello through my college years, and 
later shifted my focus to the viola da gamba (sort of a 
cross between a cello and a guitar). I earned a Masters in 
Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque music at the Longy 
School of Music in Cambridge. While I adore the Early 

Music repertoire, and still play with my band Seven Times 
Salt whenever I get the chance, I find something missing in 
the experience of performance. 

I have been in love with Jewish liturgical music ever since 
my bar mitzvah, and with the language of the liturgy since 
I encountered it as a young teacher; I find in prayer leading 
both the meditative depth of spiritual practice, and the joy 
of making music with people, as opposed to performing 
for them.  

I will also be leading weekly singing on Tuesday evenings 
following Religious School (good masks for singing will 
be provided). We’ll sing Jewish music in a variety of 
styles, both from the liturgy and simply for the joy of it! 
No particular singing skill is required, and any Hebrew will 
be provided in transliteration. I’d also love to help anyone 
who’d like to improve their skill with the siddur – whether 
you just want to be more comfortable in services, or are an 
experienced davening leader wanting to improve your skills. 

If you have any questions, or would just like to reach out and 
introduce yourself, please be in touch! My family and I 
already feel very welcomed here.I feel truly blessed to be 
joining this community in which I can share so much of 
myself, and begin to weave together the strands of my life 
into the shape of my future rabbinate.

   Josh Schreiber 
   rebjosh@bnaitikvahma.org
   781-640-8794

Welcome our Rabbinic/Cantorial Intern: 
Josh Schreiber Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class with Reb Lisa Feld

Reb Lisa Feld is offering a “Lunch and Learn” Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah class on Mondays at noon, beginning 

September 12. Learn to lead services and read Torah 
and Haftorah in a supportive environment, culminating 

in an adult B’nai Mitzvah ceremony in the spring. 
All skill levels welcome.

If you missed the first session you can still join in; 
contact Reb Lisa at reblisa@bnaitikvahma.org.

Mondays at 7 pm  
virtually or Thursdays 
at 8 pm in person; 
ends week before 
Rosh Hashanah
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Sisterhood

I hope you are all rested and ready for the new year! I 
had a fabulous summer and I hope you all did as well. I’m 
looking forward to all the fun we will have in person in our 
refurbished building! A special welcome to all the new 
members including those I have not even met yet! I can’t 
wait to meet you!

We have a big year planned and we are sure to add in lots 
of additional surprises! As always, please keep an eye on 
Chai Lights for announcements of new programs.

Our opening Paid-Up program on September 18 features 
Helene Herman presenting the history of candy – from 
ancient Egypt through the present day. We will visit 
various holiday candies as well as the ties some brands 
have had to WW2. Along the way, we will see candy 
making in action as well as take a trip down memory lane 
to the confections of our youth. This program will be held 
at the Temple AND a portion of it will be available on 
Zoom as well for those unable to attend in person. 

We are looking forward to 
starting a new tradition with 
our Stroll and S’mores on 
November 6 and we will 
hold Sisterhood Celebrates 
on December 4. Be sure to 
save February 5 for our Tu 
B’Shevat program. 

Our membership year runs 
from July 1-June 30. Dues 
are $36 for B’nai Tikvah 

members, $48 for non-members and $18 for Little Sisters 
(under 18). New temple members get their first year free!

You can fill out the membership form on the Sisterhood 
page of the temple website and pay online, or you can 
mail a check, made payable to B'nai Tikvah Sisterhood, to 
Edith Weiner, 8 Mayfair Circle, Norwood, MA 02062

If you are a new temple member, please let Edith know and 
provide your name, address, email address and preferred 
phone number.

If your contact information has changed, please be sure  
to notify Edith at edithmaury@cs.com or 781-762-6052.

As always, all Sisterhood members are invited to attend 
our Board Meetings (they are not formal!) as we would 
love additional ideas and input. Please help us decide how 
we should function as an organization going forward. 
We are hoping to continue fulfillment of our financial 
obligations to the temple. We also want to provide our 
members with quality programs including interesting 
speakers, musical programs, educational programs, craft 
programs and more. Please contact me at the email 
address below. Looking forward to seeing you all!

  Jane Silver, Sisterhood President
  sisterhood@bnaitikvahma.org

Brotherhood

Mark your calendar for two upcoming events:

Sunday, October 2, 9:00 am: BH Sukkah Building   

A complimentary breakfast will be served to our 
workers. Reservations are requested so that we can 
purchase enough food for everybody. You will find the 
reservation form on the website or email Brotherhood 
at brotherhood@bnaitikvahma.org. If possible, bring a 
portable electric drill, a 6-8 foot ladder and work gloves.

Canton Fall Classic: October 30
As fall seems to be knocking at our doorstep, the 
Canton Fall Classic Road Race is right around the corner.  
Registration is open and we already have signups from 
many of our past runners. Sponsorship commitments 
from past sponsor as well as some new local community 
companies are well underway.

We are excited and looking forward to another great 
community effort for a huge success. We will be seeking 
temple volunteers to help out on race day and will reach 
out with more information on how you can be a part of  
the temple’s largest fund raising effort this year.

The event will feature a Senior Walk at 9 am, kids fun run 
at 9:45am, 5K and 10K at 10am. There will be a DJ, local 
sponsors, and fun pre-run warmup activities. 

Check out the website: http://www.cantonfallclassic.org/ 

   Karen Reiser 
  karenreiser@verizon.net 
  617-966-3334
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SEPTEMBER 2022              ELUL 5752 / TISHREI 5753

   SUN    MON      TUE       WED         THU            FRI             SAT

6 10 Elul
Special Congreg. 
mtg. 7 pm V
Sisterhood Board 
meeting 8 pm V

13 17 Elul
Religious School 
3:45 pm

20         24 Elul
Religious School 
3:45 pm
Social Action 
Comm. Mtg. 7 pm

27       2 Tishrei 
Rosh Hashanah II 
Services 8:45 am
Children & Teen 
programming  
10:30 am

7 11 Elul

14 18 Elul
House Committee 
Meeting 7 pm

21 25 Elul

28       3 Tishrei

1    5 Elul
Embodied Teshuvah 
(in person) 8 pm

8   12 Elul
Relig School parent 
meeting 7 pm
Embodied Teshuvah 
(in person) 8 pm
Grief Support Group 
8 pm V

15 19 Elul
Adult Education 
Comm. Mtg. 7 pm
Embodied Teshuvah
(in person) 8 pm         

    

22 26 Elul
Embodied Teshuvah 
(in person) 8 pm
Grief Support Group 
8 pm V

29      4 Tishrei

4    8 Elul

11 15 Elul

18 22 Elul
Sisterhood Paid-up 
Program 3 pm
Teen Program  

25 29 Elul
Erev Rosh 
Hashanah
Services 6 pm
Light candles 6:19 pm

5 9 Elul
Labor Day
Embodied 
Teshuvah
7 pm V

12 16 Elul
Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
class (Lisa Feld)  
12 noon
Executive 
Committee 7 pm
Embodied 
Teshuvah
7 pm V

19 23 Elul
Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
class (Lisa Feld)  
12 noon
Embodied 
Teshuvah
7 pm V
A Novel Group  
8 pm V

26       1 Tishrei
Rosh Hashanah I
Services 8:45 am
Children & Teen 
programming  
10:30 am
Tashlich & Mincha 
service 4:30 pm
Light candles 7:17 pm

3    7 Elul
Shabbat service 
10 am
Simcha Shabbat 
Kiddush 
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V 

10 14 Elul
First day school 
9:30 am
Shabbat service 
10 am
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V

17 21 Elul
Religious school 
9:30 am
Shabbat serv. 10 am
Bar MItz. of Eli & 
Benjamin Weaver
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V
Selichot program  
& service 7:30 pm

24 28 Elul
Religious school 
9:30 am
Shabbat service 
10 am
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V

2 6 Elul
Kabbalat Shabbat 
6 pm
Light candles 6:59 pm

9 13 Elul
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services 6 pm
Light candles 6:47 pm

16 20 Elul
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services 6 pm
Light candles 6:35 pm

23 27 Elul
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services 6 pm
Light candles 6:23 pm

30       5 Tishrei
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services 6 pm
Light candles 6:10 pm

V = Virtual event

Friday Night Live!
Join us for a family-friendly, in-person Kabbalat Shabbat 
in the synagogue beginning at 6 pm on October 14 and 
December 16. This In-person services for adults and 
families with young children (0-8, grandparents welcome!) 
will begin with together time in the sanctuary and 
welcoming Shabbat with songs and prayers. Then children 
will have their own special story track in the chapel before 
reuniting with the adults for an oneg Shabbat. Services will 
also be streamed.

B’nai Tikvah Sings!
Come sing with us! Join us on Tuesday evenings at 6 pm 
beginning November 1 and continuing on all Tuesdays when 
Religious School is in session.

No registration; just drop in! Led by Rabbinic/Cantorial 
Intern Reb Josh Schreiber, we will sing Jewish melodies 
old and new. Many of the tunes show up in our services, 
but some we sing just for the joy of it! All Hebrew will be 
provided with transliteration. 
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4        9 Tishrei
Erev Yom Kippur
No religious school
Kol Nidrei 6 pm
Light candles 6:03 pm

11       16 Tishrei
Sukkot II
Sukkot Services  
10 am V
No religious school

18     23 Tishrei
Simhat Torah
Services 9:30 am
No religious school 

25    30 Tishrei
Rosh Hodesh 
Cheshvan
Religious School 
3:45 pm
Social Action 
Comm. Mtg. 7 pm

5       10 Tishrei
Yom Kippur
Services 8:45 am
Children and Teen 
Prog. 10:30 am
Mincha and Neilah 
Services 4:30 pm

12      17 Tishrei
Chol Hamoed Sukkot

19     24 Tishrei

26    1 Cheshvan
Rosh Hodesh 
Cheshvan
Me’ah class (Rabbi 
Gordon) 7 pm V

6        11 Tishrei
Grief Support Group 
8 pm V

13      18 Tishrei
Chol Hamoed Sukkot

20     25 Tishrei
Breast Cancer 
awareness program 
(Social Action/
Sisterhood) 7 pm
Grief Support Group 
8 pm V

27    2 Cheshvan
Adult Education 
Comm. Mtg. 7 pm

2         7 Tishrei
BH Sukkah Building 
9 am
Sisterhood Board 
Mtg 10 am V

9       14 Tishrei
Erev Sukkot
Family Table 8 am
Family Sukkah 
Decorating 1 pm
Light candles 5:55 pm
Erev Sukkot 
Services 6 pm V

16      21 Tishrei
Hoshana Rabbah
Light candles 5:44 pm
Erev Shemini 
Atzeret Services 
with abridged 
Yizkor 6 pm V

23     28 Tishrei
Ballot Question 
program (Adult Ed/
Social Act.) 1 pm
Teen Program  

3         8 Tishrei
Board of Directors 
7 pm

10      15 Tishrei
Sukkot I
Columbus Day
Sukkot Services  
10 am
Evening Service  
6 pm
Light candles 6:53 pm

17      22 Tishrei
Shemini Atzeret
Services 10 am
Yizkor recited
Erev Simchat 
Torah service and 
celebration 6 pm
Light candles 6:42 pm

24     29 Tishrei
Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
class (Lisa Feld)  
12 noon
Ritual Committee 
meeting 8 pm

1         6 Tishrei
Religious school 
9:30 am
Shabbat service  
10 am
Simcha Shabbat 
Kiddush 
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V
 
8       13 Tishrei
No religious school 
Shabbat service  
10 am
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V 

15    20 Tishrei
Chol Hamoed Sukkot
Soul Stroll 9:30 am
Religious School 
9:30 am
Shabbat service  
10 am
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V 

22       27 Tishrei
Religious School 
9:30 am
Shabbat service  
10 am
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V 

29    4 Cheshvan
Religious School 
9:30 am
Shabbat service  
10 am
Olivia Feldman Bat 
Mitzvah
Starbucks Shabbat 
12 noon V 

7        12 Tishrei
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services 6 pm
Light candles 5:58 pm

14      19 Tishrei
Chol Hamoed Sukkot
Light candles 5:47 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services/Friday 
Night Live! 6 pm

21      26 Tishrei
Light candles 5:36 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services 6 pm

28    3 Cheshvan
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Services 6 pm
Light candles 5:26 pm

OCTOBER 2022             TISHREI / CHESHVAN 5753

   SUN    MON      TUE       WED         THU            FRI             SAT

V = Virtual event

31     6 Cheshvan
Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
class (Lisa Feld)  
12 noon

30   5 Cheshvan
Canton Fall Classic 
Road Race

A Novel Group

All are welcome to join our book group. Discussions  
are on Zoom. Upcoming dates and books are:

Sept. 19 – All About Me! My Remarkable Life  
   in Show Business by Mel Brooks; 
   discussion leader Sherry Alpert

Oct. – no book group due to holidays

Nov. 21 – An Observant Wife by Naomi Ragen;  
  discussion leader Susan Lipsitt

Dec. 19 – Woman on Fire by Lisa Barr;  
  discussion leader Fern Cagen

For more information, contact Sherry Alpert, 
sherry@alpert-publicrelations.com
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Kiddush after Shabbat morning services is a special time 
at B’nai Tikvah: a time to schmooze, to reconnect, and to 
share stories about our lives. Over lunch in the social hall, 
we make new friends and deepen existing relationships.

There are multiple ways to support our communal 
Kiddush, including sponsoring or underwriting an entire 
Kiddush. This year, we also are resuming a tradition of 
monthly multi-family-supported Kiddushes to mark 
celebratory moments in our lives. On the first Shabbat of 
each month, we will take time to share news of birthdays, 
anniversaries, accomplishments, new life in our families, 
and of challenges overcome—a Simcha Shabbat.

By helping support a Simcha Shabbat Kiddush ($36), 
being a Kiddush Sponsor ($180), or by underwriting 
an entire Kiddush ($360), you can make sure that we 
continue to have the opportunity to enjoy informal time 
together over freshly prepared food from our kitchen crew. 
(We continue to operate under COVID Health Guidelines, 
including individual servings and limited seating at each 
table.) 

Simcha Shabbat will be held on the first Shabbat of each 
month. Next Simcha Shabbat will be October 1. If you 
would like to support Kiddush and tell us your simcha 
news, go to:
https://www.bnaitikvahma.org/form/Simcha-Shabbat
All donors will be acknowledged.

Of course, we always continue to welcome contributions 
to the Kiddush Fund to help defray the cost of providing 
Kiddush each week. Those contributions may be done 
online. Go to https://www.bnaitikvahma.org/payment.php 
and choose Kiddush Fund in the “Type” dropdown menu). 
Donations may also be mailed to the office. Please indicate 
if the contribution is a dedication and to whom to send an 
acknowledgement. We greatly appreciate your support of 
Kiddush and look forward to sharing this special Shabbat 
meal with you!

Simcha Shabbat is Back! Ritually Speaking

A Soviet Simchat Torah
(This is an excerpt from an article written by Inna Pullin, 
who was born in Minsk and is an attorney in Millwaukee. 
She is working on a book with her mother about what 
America means to a Jewish immigrant.)

Beginning in the late 1960s, the Jews of the large cities of 
the Soviet Union began to congregate periodically in large 
demonstration-like groups around the state-sanctioned 
though locked synagogues.  

The day of these spontaneous gatherings of thousands of 
Jews in cities across the Soviet Union: Simchat Torah.

When Inna asked her mom why Simchat Torah , she got 
a roundabout answer that went like this. “We did it be-
cause all the young Jews in the city were going and we 
found out about it from our friends. We went, we sang, 
we danced, we met people we hadn’t seen for awhile. We 
laughed. We read letters from Israel, we exchanged infor-
mation about immigration and life abroad. It was simply 
one time a year when we could be unafraid and happy to 
be Jews even with the KGB shills in the crowd.

For the Jews of Soviet Russia, Simchat Torah was the one 
opportunity to celebrate who they were. More specifically, 
Simchat Torah was a celebration of who they were apart 
from being Russians, of their separate values, their sepa-
rate status, and the separate criteria by which they were 
judged. On all other days this separateness engendered 
hostility from their neighbors; on Simchat Torah the separ-
ateness was turned on its head and celebrated.  

On Simchat Torah we celebrate the Torah that we just 
completed reading and studying carefully over the course 
of the year. Yet, as the Soviet celebrations indicate, this joy 
is not merely academic, it is also intuitive. We know in our 
hearts  that the Torah, its values and the sense of nation-
hood that is its derivative, are miraculous and we must set 
aside a special day to celebrate. Even where Jews cele-
brated nothing else, Simchat Torah, with Torah at its center, 
is enough to transmit the full weight of what it means to 
be a Jew. 

My mother’s lesson is simple, yet profound: Celebrating the 
Torah on Simchat Torah is celebrating Judaism and Jews. 
In celebrating Simchat Torah we celebrate all the holi-
days taken together; we celebrate Shabbos, we celebrate 
mitzvot, we celebrate Jewish values, we celebrate Jewish 
survival, we celebrate Jewish potential. In short...

... we celebrate everything we are and 
everything we can be. Simchat Torah is not an 
afterthought. In some ways, it is the holiday 

that gives everything else perspective.
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The Social Action Committee is grounded in the Jewish 
value of Tikkun Olam, repairing the world through 
Social Action and Advocacy. We do this by presenting 
information and programming on issues and concerns that 
affect us all.

Our focus on “Food Insecurity” includes the following: 
holding a High Holy Day Food Drive, with donations 
collected through Yom Kippur, supporting the Jewish 
Family and Children’s Service’s Bike Ride for Hunger on 
October 2, and once again inviting participation in the 
Interfaith Walk for Hunger in Westwood on October 23. 
http://support.projectbread.org/goto/miniwalk

Proceeds from the October 30 Canton Fall Classic will  
also benefit the Canton Food Pantry.

On October 20 at 7 pm we will hold a program on Breast 
and Ovarian Cancer Awareness, co-sponsored with 
Sisterhood, and with a speaker from Sharsheret.

On Shabbat morning, November 19, we will honor the 
memories of transgender people who have violently died 
as a result of ignorance and hate.

Additional programming will include information to help 
fight antisemitism, to foster inclusion, and to ensure a 
welcoming environment at our temple.

For questions or comments contact Social Action Chair 
Phyl Hewson at the email address below.

  Phyl Hewson
  socialaction@bnaitikvahma.org

Social Action Committee News Adult Education

Please join us for two wonderful programs:

Sunday, December 4, at 8 pm (virtual)
Namaste and Shalom: Jewish India

Take a trip through India’s rich Jewish heritage with Rahel 
Musleah, a seventh generation descendent of a Calcutta 
Jewish family who traces her 
roots to 17th century Baghdad.

Rahel is a New York-based 
award winning journalist, 
author, singer, speaker and 
educator. Her articles have 
appeared in The New York 
Times, Hadassah magazine, 
and numerous other 
publications.

India has a rich cultural and 
historical narrative that 
stretches from biblical times 
until today. Join us online on December 4 and experience 
the magic of travel (from the comfort of home) with your 
B’nai Tikvah friends.

Saturday, December 10, Shabbat Service and Kiddush  
    in honor of Vivienne Aarons

Vivienne joined 
our recent Israel 
trip and her 
stories of Jewish 
life and her 
experience living 
on a farm outside 

of Adelaide captivated us all. Vivienne and her stories are 
very special considering Australia has less than a 0.5% 
Jewish population. Those with her in Israel were impressed 
with Vivienne’s knowledge of Judaism and Israel and her 
love of life in the outback. 

Vivienne will share some of her personal story with us 
and join us for the Kiddush in her honor. sponsored by 
Elaine Matisoff in collaboration with the Adult Education 
Committee. All are welcome.

Mazel Tov to...
Myra & Bob Pransky on the birth of their  
great-grandson, Jordan Blake Pransky

Todd Weaver, Monique Bulotsky and family  
on the B’nei Mitzvah of Ben and Eli Weaver

Condolences to...
Judy Freedman and family on the loss of  
Edward Freedman

Andrew Jaynes and family on the loss of Lois Jaynes

Norman Blacker and family on the loss of  
Kenneth Blacker

Nancy Swarz on the loss of Bernard Sohn

Watch for details on an October forum 
on the November election ballot questions, 

co-sponsored by Adult Education 
and Social Action.
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Many of us remember “a thousand points of light” from 
34+ years ago, when the first President Bush popularized 
that phrase his speechwriter Peggy Noonan pulled from a 
more obscure source (some say an Arthur C. Clarke short 
story) to describe the virtue of volunteerism in America 
(an oversimplification, perhaps). Whatever the purpose of 
the man who squared off against our very own Governor 
Dukakis, those myriad lights are a nice image, and one 
that evokes HaShem telling Abraham that his descendants 
would be as numerous as the stars in the sky. They 
certainly outnumber the nine flames we admire at the end 
of Hannukah, though not if you count all the chanukiyahs 
lit at the same time in all homes that last night. 

For the purposes of this article on membership in B’nai 
Tikvah, however, I direct your eyes to the more familiar six 
points of our Magen David, the Shield or Star of David, 
or Jewish Star. With thanks to Debbie Gladstone for 
exposing me to the idea (and for creating the graphic), 
I’ve populated the points with what I see as the familiar 
corners of why people join a temple. 

Each point is an integral part 
of B’nai Tikvah membership, 
and I hope you find yourself 
in one or more. Some join 
so their children can get a 
Jewish education; some join 
to continue their own Jewish 
education. Some join to partake 
in services each Saturday, or 
Friday night, or on weeknights, 
or certain holidays, or Rosh 
Hashanah/Yom Kippur. Some 
belong to Sisterhood or 
Brotherhood to spend time with long-time or newfound 
friends, while others spend time with friends on one of 
many committees. You may even belong for a reason I 
haven’t identified.

The point (sorry) is that as we’re now firmly on the path 
out of the pandemic, it’s time for us to move out of our 
individual membership points and into the middle: 

In just a few days many 
hundreds of us will be in the 
sanctuary/social hall together 
for the High Holy Days, in a 
newly refurbished sanctuary 
and social hall, walking through 
a beautifully redone entrance 
area, with a restored front 
of the building and a fresh 
look all around. We’ll have old 
friends and new on the bimah. 
But the most important part 

is that word “together,” even for those who are attending 
remotely. Why? Because we’ll be having the same 

Membership
experience together at the same time, and the fact that it’s 
a spiritual experience makes it that much more meaningful.

From this high point together in the Community middle, 
we must use that potential energy, spiritual and otherwise, 
to explore other points that are “unfamiliar” to us. If you 
only come on the holidays, try one of the Adult Ed classes 
we offer (in person or virtually)—there will be a wide 
variety this year with Rabbi Gordon, Rabbinic Intern Lisa 
Feld, and Rabbinic/Cantorial Intern Josh Schreiber all 
teaching. If you’re an Adult Ed person, come to (or attend 
virtually) a Friday night or Shabbat morning or evening 
minyan service. If you’re a minyan goer join one of our 
many committees (Social Action, say). If you’re on Social 
Action find out when the next ‘Hood event is. If you’ve 
got a child or two in Religious School please stay for part 
of our Saturday morning services or dial-in to Starbucks 
Shabbat. 

The end result is a more involved you, which means a 
more interwoven and engaged congregation, which 
makes us more interesting to those who don’t belong to 
a congregation, which makes us stronger. We’re a great 
collection of interesting people, and I hope the little steps 
we can all easily make to get back to the building or 
partake of more of what B’nai Tikvah has to offer virtually 
(or some combination thereof) this year will bring us all to 
an en-light-ened 5783.

Please call me (617-872-3017) or Christine (857-891-2680) 
if there’s anything we can do to get you into the middle 
and out to a new point. Shanah Tovah!

  Sam and Christine Evans 
  membership@bnaitikvahma.org



www.bnaitikvahma.org Koleinu     11

178



12    Koleinu September 2022

South Area Jewish Congregation
1301 Washington Street
Canton, MA 02021

Non-profit
US Postage

PAID
Canton, MA
Permit #25


