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Hello, and welcome to our May half-term Youth & Education newsletter. We are so thrilled to finally be in our 

new building and to be welcoming back so many of you to in-person events now. The atmosphere here has 

been incredible, and in many ways as if we were never away. 

We continue to adapt and evolve our programming in order to maximise the space we have, and we look 

forward to your input as time goes on. 

I’ve included below a visual timeline of the Youth Journey at FRS. We hope this will enable you to envisage where 

your child/ren is/are at now, and where they might be headed.  

As usual, do let us know if you have any comments, suggestions or feedback via Karen.Bloom@frs.org.uk 

       And finally, do follow us on both our Instagram page @frsyouth1 and our Facebook page 

facebook.com/frsyouth for pictures of youth events, fliers about our activities and much more! 

Many thanks, 

The Youth & Education team  

 

 

Read on for our regular news and updates! 
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Pre-School 

    Kindergarten 

 

What an exciting and historic half-term it has been 

for FRS Kindergarten! After years of planning and a 

lot of hard work behind the scenes, we were thrilled 

to welcome our families to our new home at the 

start of the Summer Term on the 27th April. Rabbi 

Miriam led a mezuzah ceremony followed by a tour 

for parents. The children couldn’t wait to explore 

their new learning environment – indoors and 

outdoors. Since the start of term we’ve enjoyed 

celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut, we’ve travelled 

‘Around the World’ learning about new countries 

and cultures and we’ve learnt so much about 

‘People who help us’, with a visit from a team of First 

Responders earlier this week. It’s amazing how ‘at 

home’ we are feeling already in our fantastic, 

purpose-built space and we can’t wait to continue 

developing our learning environment over the 

coming weeks.   

For enquiries about places for the next academic 

year and beyond, please call 020 8445 6807 or 

email: kindergarten@frs.org.uk. Tours now 

available, and we can’t wait to meet you! 

(Please note: Kindergarten hours are now 8:15 – 

16:45 Mondays to Thursday and 8:15 – 12:15 

Fridays.) 

 

 

Our new terrace with water, sand & pebble exploration area 

 

 

Swans classroom all ready to go! 

 

Kuddle-Up 

Gila and Elodie continue to be wonderful co-leaders 

for the Kuddle-Up Shabbat service, now back to in 

person every week. For his Mitzvah Project, Raffi has 

set a wonderful new trend for upcoming B’nei 

Mitzvah to take on the arduous journey of “going to 

tell” Tevye the Torahsaurus that we are ready for 

him to join us for Kiddush. It is so wonderful to have 

such willing volunteers with us at #teamKuddleUp, 

and we are grateful for everyone’s support.  

Also, as mentioned last time, we are in the process 

of getting ready to launch a brand-new weekly 

daytime Friday experience for pre-schoolers and 

their accompanying adults called Boker Tots. Look 

out for more info as the plan unfolds!  

 

Primary School 

Kochavim    

After a fabulous welcome morning on the first day 

of the summer term, with a mezuzah ceremony, 

quiz and Israeli edible treats, the remainder of this 

half term we have spent time getting to know a little 

bit about Israel, as we celebrated Yom Ha’atzmaut, 

followed by learning about the Omer and Shavuot. 

As usual, there’s been a wonderful variety of drama, 

sports, arts and crafts, music and cooking, as we all 

get used to our bright and airy new Sunday morning 

home. 
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Our joyful opening morning, and mezuzah ceremony! 

 

 

A pop-up Shavuot cards made by our Year 1 class 

 

Sunday Funday 

This half term we had our most popular Sunday 

Funday ever, when a real-life detective came to visit! 

The participants (all 37 of them!) learnt all sorts of 

things about forensic techniques such as 

fingerprinting and codebreaking to investigate the 

big mystery - who stole the sweets!! 

 

Learning all about forensic science with an expert 

 

 

And having a go at solving the mystery of the missing sweets! 

 

Our final two Sunday Fundays of this year will be on 

12th June and 10th July. Get in touch with 

Maya.Gottlieb@frs.org.uk for more details and to 

sign up! 

 

Other Youth & Family Activities 

This has been a busy half term! Our Pesach festival 

activities for our youth entailed making Matzah 

pyramids and Red Sea news reports from the point 

of view of the fish, amongst other things! The 

excitement was palpable as everyone enjoyed being 

in the building for the first time! 

 

Then, for Lag B’Omer, we joined Alyth 

and Sha’arei Tzedek synagogues off-

site for a picnic and bonfire, which was 

broadcast live to other Reform 

communities doing similar activities 

across the UK, from Brighton to Sheffield. It was 

wonderful to recognise that we are all a part of 

something bigger, as we counted the Omer 

together! 

  We are now looking forward to our 

Shavuot celebrations! There’ll be an inflatable slide, 

our famous ice cream kiddush, and lots of fun 

activities in between! Youth activities will be 

available from 10:30am on Sunday 5th June – see 

you there! 
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   Summer Scheme 

Summer Scheme sign-ups are open and filling up! 

We’ll be joining with Alyth again, after the success of 

last summer, for a joint scheme from 15-18th 

August. Sign up form link is below: 

https://shulcloud.alyth.org.uk/form/Summer-2SY-

2022.html 

(maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk) 

 

Pre-Bnei Mitzvah 

          Massuot 

  

 

 

#TeamMassuot by the new wallpaper in the Youth Room! 

Our Massuot programme continues to evolve and 

grow. Year 6 enjoyed a very well-attended Friday 

night chavurah dinner after a service, and are 

looking forward to two more outings before the 

summer is out.  

In the year 7 & 8 Community Life and Learning (CLL) 

sessions, as the new CLL curriculum nears the end 

of its first annual cycle, we have saved perhaps the 

most difficult sessions till last. Difficult for whom, 

you may ask? Well, good question. Joel has found it 

somewhat challenging to find the right level to pitch 

sessions on Zionism and the Israeli-Palestinian 

context. We also know that the questions that arise 

during these sessions are often extremely complex, 

and sometimes uncomfortable, for our participants. 

However, without discomfort, we do not progress 

past a comfortable status quo. So far, these 

sessions have thrown up more questions than 

answers, but as we continue to have these 

discussions as a community, we are sure CLL will 

also continue to be a place that we can facilitate 

them in a safe and respectful manner.  

The final CLL sessions for this academic year are 

planned for 11th June and 9th July, with a bespoke 

year 7 Shabbat morning service replacing the CLL 

session originally planned for 25th June. We look 

forward to see you all at these events.  

Finally, a reminder for all those in years 5, 6 & 7 that 

year 8 will be sharing an insight into their Mitzvah 

Projects during the Kabbalat Shabbat service on 

10th June, which will be a great way to hear about 

what others are doing or have done, and perhaps to 

pick up some inspiration for your own project! 

(rachel.fidler@frs.org.uk for more info) 

 

Nitzotzot  

A big shout out to our current top nitzotzot earners! 

Well done to the following B’nei Mitzvah students 

for your continuing engagement in community life! 

Year 6: Hannah A, Leila A, Tal F, Esther N, Laila P, 

Talia S 

Year 7: Raffi A, Talia B, Ori C-R, Lydia J, Danny S 

Year 8: Pippa B, Asher E-R, Cally G, Elinor J, 

Gabriel L, Elodie S 

 

 

Post-Bnei Mitzvah  

Helper Training 

Our latest trainee helpers are now starting to work 

with pupils at Friday Group, and everyone continues 

to work hard to share their enthusiasm with their 

students. Watch this space for news of our next 

training cycle. (fridaygroup@frs.org.uk ) 
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Hadracha Training 

After a fabulous Hadracha residential weekend 

earlier in the spring, it has been so amazing to see 

our newest madrichimot beginning to get involved 

in leading at events and using their training! 

If you’re currently in year 8, then watch out for your 

invitation to Hadracha training, scheduled for 

January 2023! 

 (maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk)  

 

    Ruach 

  

Ruach, our teen band, will be helping to lead the 

service on Erev Shavuot, on 4th June. Do come along 

to be a part of this musical service. And if you are 

post-B’nei Mitzvah and would like to be a part of 

Ruach, either with your voice or an instrument, 

please do get in touch! (karen.bloom@frs.org.uk ) 

 

Youth Council/Teen Programming 

We are always on the lookout for new and diverse 

voices from our community, and so if you are in 

year 9 or above and want to help to steer the 

direction of the youth activities at FRS, please get in 

touch! Next meeting will be Saturday evening 9th 

July and will combine some social time and some 

Youth Council time. We hope many of you will take 

the opportunity to have your voices heard as we 

begin to make plans for your programming in the 

new building! (maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk) 

 

Our Youth & Education Committee – 

could this be you?! 

As you may know, we are fortunate to have a 

committee of lay leaders who help guide our ideas, 

strategizing and planning. The committee is 

currently co-chaired by Nicole Hay-Carter and 

Melanie Bruck, and they are always happy to hear 

from you if you think you might be interested in 

hearing more about what we do and maybe even 

joining us. We’d love to have you! 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 30th 

June at 8pm. Do get in touch with Melanie or Nicole 

if you are interested in finding out more. 

(melaniebruck1@yahoo.co.uk ;  

gav.nic@yahoo.co.uk ) 

 

Inclusivity at FRS 

FRS is committed to being a place that is inclusive 

and welcoming of all. We are currently thinking 

particularly about gender inclusivity and ways that 

we as a community can do more to create an 

inclusive environment. If you are someone for 

whom this conversation feels particularly relevant, 

and you’d like to see us doing something specific to 

enhance inclusivity at FRS, do please reach out – 

we’d be so thrilled to hear from you. 

(karen.bloom@frs.org.uk and/or 

maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk ) 

 

Safeguarding 

Our safeguarding documents can be viewed 

anytime at: 

https://www.frs.org.uk/youth-ed-policies.html  
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