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Hello, and welcome to our inaugural half-

termly Youth & Education newsletter! We 

thought this would be a great way for you to 

see a snapshot of what goes on in our busy 

youth and ed department, whether it’s to 

get a heads up on what your grandchildren 

have been up to, or to see what’s coming for 

yourself or your own children. Do let us 

know (Karen.Bloom@frs.org.uk) if you have 

feedback on our programming, or if there’s 

something you’d like to see added to these 

pages! Thanks, the Youth & Education team  

 

Pre-School 

    Kindergarten 

 

It’s an exciting time at Kindergarten as we 

settle into our temporary home at Rubens 

House. We are enjoying our new classroom 

spaces which we have set up to support 

curiosity, exploration, independence and 

fun (see photos at end of newsletter)! 

Outside, the children are making the most 

of the garden – a great space to get active 

and enjoy ‘forest-school’ style learning. 

 

 

Kuddle-Up 

Kuddle-Up Shabbat on Zoom is keeping our 

community of pre-schoolers engaged with 

shul. It’s so lovely hearing them greet their 

friends as they log on and see people they 

aren’t able to socialise with in any other way 

at the moment. It is also a great way for our 

Kindergarten and Shofar students to 

translate what they are learning at nursery 

into synagogue life too. We are lucky to have 

the wonderful Gila Claydon making great 

animations to help teach songs for 

upcoming festivals.  

We encourage grandparents who are 

missing their grandchildren to log on and 

enjoy this lovely introduction to Shabbat 

with their grandchildren. We will bring you 

closer through song and challah!  

 

Primary School 

Feb Scheme 

Due to the ongoing 

restrictions, Feb Scheme 

this year will run as online 

activities in the morning 

only. We hope many of you 

will log on! 

(maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk)  

 

Kochavim 

Kochavim has been running online this half 

term, with a Hebrew session, a creative 

Judaism session, and an optional cooking 

session each week. The children have been 

enjoying a unit on Shabbat – look at these 

tasty-looking seudah sh’lishit snacks! 
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Talia S enjoying making 

borekas with Hagit (all 

online, of course!) 

 

 

 

And here’s what our year 1 class wrote, 

using a Prayer Madlibs format inspired by 

Rabbi Deborah: 

 

Pre-Bnei Mitzvah 

          Massu’ot 

  

Our new Massu’ot programme works by its 

participants gaining nitzotzot (sparks) 

towards a target total by taking part in a 

range of activities, including FRS service 

attendance and Community Life and 

Learning sessions, which might be a session 

on service structure, an online visit to a 

museum, or taking part in an activity like the 

Tu B’Shevat seder. It has been great to see 

the growing number of Massu’ot 

participants attending community events 

more often, as they use the incentive of 

earning nitzotzot to become more involved 

in community life. So far, we have been 

particularly impressed by the following 

students, who have all gone above and 

beyond in attending both services and 

Community Life and Learning events, 

gaining more than 20 nitzotzot so far! Great 

work, Cami R-B , Chloe R-B , Elinor J, Elodie 

S, Jake P, Lydia J, Marc C, Pippa B, Rafi S-C,  

Talia B and Ziggy C!  Well done to you all – 

we love seeing you participate so regularly! 

 

Holocaust Education 

Ahead of learning about the Holocaust in 

year 9 at school, we offered a 3-part course 

on Holocaust Education for our current year 

8 students. These sessions looked at the 

variety of different groups who were 

marginalized by the Nazis, in addition to 

hearing from our very own Irene Curer, a 

survivor herself, before moving on to 

consider what it means to our youth to be 

the next generation. The course was well-

attended and well-received. Thanks to all 

the year 8 participants who gave such 

thoughtful responses during the sessions, 

and to Louise Heilbron for helping us to tell 

the stories. 

Mitzvah Projects 

We have been blown away by the 

imagination of our current Bnei Mitzvah 

cohort, who have really risen to the 

challenge of finding ways to look outwards 

at this tumultuous time. They are working 

hard on collecting for food banks, litter 

picking, befriending the elderly, educating 

others about planting trees to tackle climate 

change, and more. We are incredibly proud 

of their efforts, and look forward to them 

continuing to inspire us all. 

Welcome back, Shabbat the Sister 

who has come to visit me in my 

home. 

Thank you for coming; You are a day 

to read a book and be happy. 

You are like ice cream for the soul, 

and when you arrive you are like 

Daniella, my first friend, coming to 

visit.  

The world is very full of hate, and 

You help us to imagine it as a 

delightful place. 

Thank you for coming, AH-MAY-

ZING Shabbat. 



Post-Bnei Mitzvah  

Helper Training 

Our newest group of recent Bnei Mitzvah 

graduates are now in the process of training 

to become Friday Group helpers. This 

fantastic programme is a great way to pass 

forward the FRS love and a brilliant first step 

in leadership within the community. With 

our enormous year 5 cohort already with 

their Bnei Mitzvah dates in hand, we 

absolutely need our post-Bnei Mitzvah 

youngsters to continue stepping up to the 

plate! (fridaygroup@frs.org.uk for more info) 

 

Hadracha Training 

Our current year 9s are ready and waiting to 

embark on their own leadership journey, as 

they begin their hadracha training later this 

month. Despite the lockdown, we have a 

committed group of young teens ready to 

learn and inspire the next generation! 

Contact Maya (maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk) for 

more information 

 

    Ruach 

Our teen band performed  

brilliantly for our Chanukah drive-in, and we 

eagerly await their next offering, for Pesach. 

(karen.bloom@frs.org.uk for more info) 

 

Youth Council 

Our Youth Council continues to provide the 

youth voice to everything that we do. If you 

are in years 9-13, do look out for the next 

meeting dates – we’d love for you to be 

involved! (maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk for 

more info) 

Before you go…. 

If you are currently in year 12/13, and 

beginning to prepare to ‘fly the nest’, we’d 

love to hear from you regarding what we 

can do to help you on the next step of your 

journey. Email maya.gottlieb@frs.org.uk – 

we are keen to stay in touch! 

 

And finally – 

A couple more photos of the new look 

Kindergarten! 

 

Swans’ class area – ready for their space 

topic! 

 

Chicks’ & Cygnets’ class area 
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