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Safety Procedures during the Coronavirus Pandemic 

18th September 2020 



 
 

Safety Measures being implemented to reduce risk of Covid-19 for Re-Opening FRS Kindergarten 

To ensure that FRS Kindergarten remains as safe as possible for the returning children and their teachers, we will be implementing measures, 

which will require the cooperation of all parents, teachers and children. We realise that some of these measures will cause inconvenience, but 

safety is paramount and we will rely on these measures being fully adhered to in order to remain safe and stay open.  

Do not bring your child to nursery if either they or anyone in the household is displaying symptoms of 

coronavirus or if your child is unwell for any other reason. 

 Please contact the kindergarten by sending an email by 7.30 am at the latest. 

Should a member of staff or child in your child’s group be symptomatic, you will be notified by email asap. 

Your child will still be able to attend Kindergarten if they are well unless told otherwise by our local Public 

Health team / test and trace or if we are unable to find a supply teacher to cover. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

A high temperature – above 37.8 degrees 

A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more coughing episodes 

within 24 hours 

A loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 

taste different to normal 

Other symptoms include: 

Fatigue, Sore Throat, Headache, Muscle Pain, Shortness of Breath or Chest Tightness 

 

 

 



 
 

Getting ready for Kindergarten 

• Children will not be required to wear kindergarten uniform, but it is important that they come dressed in clean clothes every day. 

• Please ensure that your child has appropriate spare named clothes in a bag which is easily wipeable eg. a ziplock bag. 

• Your child will be spending a large part of their day outside. If you are able, please bring in a clean light jacket which can stay at 

kindergarten. Also, please make sure we have named wellies which fit your child. 

• Please bring a named water bottle and fruit snack in a box or bag which can be wiped down. This will be returned to you daily.  

• Please apply sunscreen before bringing your child to Kindergarten, as we will be unable to do so. 

• If your child is staying for lunch, please pack their lunch into a plastic Tupperware box which can be easily wiped down. Please keep 

your child’s fruit snack in a separate container. Please provide cutlery and crockery for your child, as we will be unable to do so. 

• Do not bring any toys or your child’s book bag to Kindergarten. We will not be able to share resources between home and 

kindergarten. 

• Please bring a box of tissues. 

 

Travelling to Kindergarten 

• Parents and staff should try to avoid travelling on public transport when travelling to and from nursery. 

•  We currently have no staff members who will be using public transport to travel to work.   

• On arrival at kindergarten all staff will be expected to wash and dry their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds. All personal items, including 

mobile phones, should be kept in individual lockers.  

 

Security 

• Security guards will be on site from 7.45am until 3.00pm on Monday to Thursday and from 7.45am until 12.45pm on Fridays. 

• There will be two security guards present in the morning and one security guard present in the afternoon. 



 
 

• The guards will be briefed on arrangements for drop-off and collection and will be told if any parent has been asked to collect a child 

during kindergarten hours, or if a parent has requested an early collection. 

• Please respect social distancing with the security guards and follow their instructions at all times. 

• The security guards will have access to PPE should they require it when social distancing is not possible.  When entering and leaving the 

building, the security guards will be asked to wash hands or use hand sanitiser.  

• The security guards will notify the headteacher should any items be delivered on site. Staff are asked to refrain from using the kindergarten 

address for personal items to be delivered at this time. 

• Teachers will be given walkie talkies to enable them to stay in contact with the headteacher, security staff and one another while 

distancing from one another. 

 

Visitors on site 

• External visitors to the site will be strictly limited during nursery hours. 

• There will be clear signage and a walkway to the main entrance of the building and youth centre entrance for all visitors.  We ask all adults 

to respect the two-metre rule when on site. 

• All visitors will be expected to step on the anti-bacterial mats and use hand sanitizer when entering the building.  

• Members of the wider FRS staff and clergy team and key lay leaders will continue to use the upstairs office on an ad hoc basis and will 

adhere to strict social distancing whilst in the building. Most staff are continuing to work from home and the building is currently closed for 

services. 

• The kitchen won’t be accessible for FRS staff and staff members will need to use the designated toilet in the ladies’ toilets. 

• The FRS Operations Manager will inform the Headteacher of any external contractors carrying out works on site.  All contractors will be 

asked to wear masks when carrying out works in the building during kindergarten hours. 

• Parents or other professionals are asked not to enter the building unless strictly necessary, by appointment. Any meetings should take 

place at a safe distance (and so the use of small offices may not be suitable). 

 



 
 

Social Distancing 

• Children will be split into groups according to their age and the hours they attend. (If a child only attends one or two afternoon sessions or 

breakfast club, they will continue to remain with the ‘extended day’ group to minimise the number of teaching staff with whom they come 

into contact). The children will stay in these groups at all times whilst at nursery. They will not necessarily be in a group with their key 

person from the previous academic year. 

• Within each group, we will not be enforcing social distancing. Teachers within the group will be able to cuddle/provide comfort to children 

where necessary, although we will keep close physical contact to a minimum for safety.  

• We are recommending that in relation to adult interaction, wherever possible our team members comply with the 2-metre rule.  

 

Drop-off and Collection 

• We will allocate set drop-off and collection times for different groups, which will happen outside the building in the main carpark. These 

will be confirmed near the start of term. (Please see the attached site plan: Zone A – Chicks and Cygnets; Zone B – Extended Swans group). 

Parents/carers must adhere to these times. Please try to avoid arriving too early, as we want to minimise wait times. If need be, having 

driven to Kindergarten, please rather wait in your car than on the pavement outside the building to minimise clustering of adults and 

children. 

• If early collection is required, you must notify the kindergarten in writing by email.  Your child will be brought out to meet you at the 

collection point. An email will be sent to you to confirm that your child has been collected, stating the time, reason and by whom. 

• Only one parent/carer at a time may enter the site to drop off/collect. Please avoid bringing siblings/other children into the drop off/ 

collection areas unless unavoidable. 

• Please do not leave buggies or scooters on site unless authorised by the headteacher. 

• Please adhere to social distancing, remaining at least 2 metres apart in the demarcated waiting zone in the playground if waiting to leave 

your child or collect your child from their group teacher. We hope to minimise wait times.   

• If your child needs to use the toilet before the start of the session, they will need to be taken by a teacher.  It would therefore be most 

helpful if you could ensure that your child has gone to the toilet before setting off for Kindergarten. 



 
 

• We will be taking the temperature of all children at drop-off using an infrared thermometer. Staff will also be checked on arrival at work. 

• At this time, we are asking parents not to enter the building, unless in exceptional circumstances, when they will be required to wear a face 

mask. 

• Feedback will not be happening in person at drop off/collection times, as teachers will need to focus on the children at these times. Please 

call or email us if you need to tell us anything important. 

• We will not be able to take a child from a parent’s arms due to the need to protect the parent and our staff. Please encourage your child to 

walk over to the member of staff greeting them. If there are difficulties, we respectfully ask you to manage this. 

• Please leave the named water bottle and snack box on the table at your child’s meeting point. We will only be offering milk at breakfast 

club at kindergarten for the time being. 

• Please leave your child’s named Tupperware lunch box on the lunch trolley which will be positioned at the drop-off point for your child’s 

group. 

• All water bottles and snack / lunch boxes will be wiped down with a Milton solution before being brought into the nursery. 

 

The Learning Environment and Daily Routines 

• Teaching will take place outdoors as much as possible with the groups remaining in designated ‘zones’, as this has proven to greatly reduce 

the infection rate, so it is important that you provide your child with appropriate clothing for all weathers. 

• Please make sure that your child’s wellies are named and remain at Kindergarten for the duration of this term. 

• Within our groups we will aim to keep routines as similar as possible, in order to best support the children emotionally at this time. 

• Resources and equipment will be split between groups (stored in separate boxes), limiting the number of shared resources, and will be 

thoroughly disinfected each day. Any toys and equipment that cannot be easily disinfected will be removed.  

• Children will be supplied with their own art bag to remove the need for sharing pens, pencils, glue sticks etc. 

• The use of malleable materials will be carefully controlled, in order to reduce the risk of spread of infection. 

• The large sandpits will be unavailable to use at this time, although sand and water-play will be offered in a carefully controlled way.  Large 

climbing apparatus will be regularly disinfected. 



 
 

• Please do not bring any toys into the kindergarten from home. If it is helpful for your child to have a ‘comforter’ or familiar toy from home 

whilst settling-in, this is something which can be discussed with your child’s key person. 

• Please do not bring your child’s book bag to kindergarten.  We will be unable to run our kindergarten ‘library’ at this time. 

• At this time, we are unable to welcome parents to our Kabbalat Shabbat experience when their child is the Shabbat helper.  We will post 

photos on Tapestry instead. 

• Music & Movement and Fun & Fitness sessions will continue to be offered, but they will be led by the existing teaching staff, as will Hebrew 

teaching. 

• Teachers will continue to use the OPAL assessment system and will complete ‘Starting Points’ for our new starters once they have settled, 

within around 4 weeks of starting. Meetings between teachers and parents will be carried out either outdoors or by phone or zoom. 

Teachers will continue to use Tapestry, our online learning journal, to post observations of the children on a regular basis (one per week, if 

possible). 

 

Remote Learning Provision 

• We will not be continuing to offer remote learning provision at this time, with all children now able to attend the setting.  This will be 

reviewed if we are forced to close the Kindergarten at any time during the pandemic, following government guidance. 

 

Hygiene and PPE 

• We have invested in anti-bacterial mats at all entrance and exit points.  It is important that all children and staff wear closed shoes to be 

able to safely stand on the mats. 

• All main entrances have antibacterial hand gel for anyone that enters and exits the building.  

• Frequent handwashing for 20 seconds for children (and staff) will be undertaken throughout the day, including when the child first arrives, 

before and after eating and after toileting, sneezing or coughing or coming inside after outdoor activities. Handwashing will be supervised 

by your child’s teacher.  



 
 

• Hand washing for the minimum of 20 seconds continues to be the recommendation whenever a staff member has entered or left a room 

or before and after any contact with children’s items. Bins will be emptied more frequently. 

• Staff will ensure stringent hygiene procedures including the use of PPE. 

• We will be increasing the cleaning and disinfection of the nursery throughout the day (particularly regularly touched surfaces; door 

handles, light switches, taps and sinks, electronic devices, tables and chairs) using usual cleaning products.   All toilets will be cleaned after 

use.  

• Regular professional cleaning will be happening after nursery each day.  

• Windows will be open throughout the nursery to ensure good ventilation in all rooms. 

• Soft furnishings across the nursery have been removed as these are difficult to disinfect. 

• There is no need for anything other than normal personal hygiene and washing of clothes following a day in a nursery. Clothes that cannot 

be machine washed should be avoided. 

• We have increased the amount of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) that we have on site. We have disposable masks and visors for use 

if anyone becomes symptomatic. 

• When carrying out care routines, such as nappy changing or helping with toileting, our teachers will wear PPE. 

 

 

Displaying Symptoms 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL STAFF ATTENDING THE SETTING AND MEMBERS OF THEIR HOUSEHOLDS WILL HAVE PRIORITY ACCESS TO A TEST IF 

THEY DISPLAY SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS BY APPLYING ONLINE,  

OR PHONING THE CORONAVIRUS TESTING CONTACT CENTRE, BY DIALLING 119 (7am to 11pm). 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

YOU NEED TO GET THE TEST DONE IN THE FIRST FIVE DAYS OF HAVING SYMPTOMS 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/


 
 

 

• If a child becomes unwell whilst at nursery, parents will be called and must collect their child ASAP or within an hour. Please make sure 

that we have an up-to-date emergency contact for collection in case we cannot get hold of you.  

• If a child is displaying symptoms of COVID-19 whilst at nursery, they will be moved to a designated area at the back of the main hall whilst 

awaiting collection. They will have a staff member (from their usual group) supporting them wearing full PPE. The cleaning of the space will 

commence as soon as the potentially affected person has left the premises. 

• Where it is suspected that a child has COVID-19, parents must book a test by calling 111 if unsure or booking online using the NHS test and 

trace process. 

• Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any children who have been in close contact with them, do not need 

to go home to self-isolate, unless: 

o a. they develop symptoms themselves (in which case parents should arrange a test 

o b. The symptomatic person subsequently tests positive 

o c. They have been requested to do so by NHS test and trace. 

Based on the advice given, all those people (children and adults) who have been in close contact with the person who has tested positive, will 

be asked to self-isolate for a minimum of 14 days – longer if they develop symptoms in this time. We may not be able to allow children/ 

teachers with positive test results back after at least 10 days from the onset of symptoms, if the rest of the group is self-isolating.  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL CHILDREN ATTENDING THE SETTING AND MEMBERS OF THEIR HOUSEHOLDS WILL HAVE ACCESS TO A TEST IF THEY 

DISPLAY SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS BY CALLING 111 FOR CHILDREN AGED UNDER 5 YEARS IF UNSURE,  

OR BY APPLYING ONLINE, 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/


 
 

 

Close contact means: 

• Direct close contacts – face to face contact with an infected individual for any length of time, within 1 metre, including being 

coughed on or a face to face conversation. 

• Proximity contacts – Extended close contact (within 1-2 metres for more than 15 minutes) with an infected individual. 

 

• If a member of a child’s household has any symptoms of COVID-19, or a positive test result, the child will have to stay at home for 14 days, 

following NHS test and trace guidance.  

 

• If a staff member is displaying symptoms of COVID-19 whilst at nursery, they will leave the nursery and arrange to be tested ASAP. The 

spaces where they have been working, and any equipment which they have come into contact with, will be cleaned. 

• Parents will be notified by email and the group may need to be sent home if a supply teacher is unavailable.  

• If the test result is negative, the teacher can return to nursery when they are well. If the test result is positive, advice from the local health 

protection team will be followed and all those deemed in close contact by NHS test and trace will have to remain at home for a minimum 

of 14 days – longer if they develop symptoms in this time.  

• We may not be allowing children/teachers with positive test results back after at least 10 days from the onset of symptoms, as they may 

not have a ‘bubble’ group to return to.  

• If a member of a staff’s household has any symptoms of COVID-19, or a positive test result, the staff member will have to stay at home for 

14 days. The Staff member’s group will need to remain at home for this time, unless there is the staffing capacity to allocate another staff 

member to their group. 

• A record of any COVID-19 symptoms in staff or children will be reported to the local authority and Ofsted. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Reporting Duties 

Once we become aware that someone (child or adult) who has attended the setting has tested positive for Covid-19, we will immediately contact the new 

National Public Health Helpline for schools and nurseries with positive cases 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A team of advisors will inform us about what action to take based on the latest public health advice.  If necessary, the call will be escalated to the local 

health protection team. 

The health protection team will provide definitive advice on who must be sent home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DfE HELPLINE 

0800 046 8687 

Select OPTION 1 for advice re. Positive Case at the setting  

(Use other options for other queries relating to Coronavirus)   

 

                                                                                                                                                         

PHE North East & North Central London Health Protection Team 

Phone: 020 3837 7084 (option 1) 

necl.team@phe.gov.uk; nencl.hpu@nhs.net 

Out of hours for health professionals only: 020 7191 1860 

tel://020%203837%207084%20(option%201)/
mailto:necl.team@phe.gov.uk;%20nencl.hpu@nhs.net


 
 

The setting must also contact the Barnet Public Health Team to report people with positive test results via the on-call public health rota which is circulated 

to us via the Barnet Early Years team. This team is also there to assist with other urgent Covid-19 queries. 

For non-urgent Covid-19 queries, we can email: PublicHealth@Barnet.gov.uk 

 

COVID-19 Outbreaks 

• If the Kindergarten has two or more confirmed cases with 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence where COVID-19 is suspected, we may have 

an outbreak and must contact the local health protection team (HPT) who will be able to advise if additional action is required. 

• In some cases HPTs may recommend that a larger number of children self-isolate as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole site or group. 

• We will notify Ofsted is the setting is forced to close. 

 

Further information 

• We will continue to strictly adhere to government and local authority guidance and will update policies and procedures as necessary. 

• FRS Kindergarten has a Barnet council approved Covid-19 risk assessment in place which includes safe operating procedures.  

• All staff have completed online training in the control of infectious diseases. 

• All staff who return to work when we re-open will attend training, so that they are fully informed and trained on our new safety 

procedures and the way that we will be re-organising the nursery to minimise risk for adults and children alike.   

• Key policies have been updated and are available to view on the Kindergarten website reflecting the latest government guidance. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:PublicHealth@Barnet.gov.uk


 
 

Useful links 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-

closures 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-

covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-

parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

