
Winter Portraits

The colder winter months have arrived, and yet in my heart, the embers 
of gratitude, joy and rededication to our communal connections and holy 
work in the world warm my soul. I simply feel compelled by the inspirational 
moments that have just passed to reflect before looking forward. 

We recently reunited for Hanukkah in person in our building for the 
first time in three years. New members, families, founders, and seekers 
encircling each other with song and light in the room and on Zoom.

We then elegantly celebrated the conclusion of our five-year 
ReGenerations Campaign and unveiled Karen Singer’s (with Ezra 
Sherman’s name dedication) commissioned work to honor our successful 
endeavor (pictured above).  In fact, a wave of generosity rushed through 
our gathering, inspiring a number of us to spontaneously make additional 
contributions which pushed us over the one million dollar mark. 

Ma Nora! What an awesome way to conclude years of hard work by 
our campaign team and the many of you who have contributed time and 
resources as you were able. Seeds of numerous futures planted now for 
the shared possibilities ahead of us. 

Now come the wintry months, when the energy stored up from the High 
Holy Days and onward breaks through the harder surface of our times in 
a variety of meaningful programs, services and actions. You can find details 
on our calendar. Along with the highlighted moments below, are the 
joyful b’nai mitzvah, the daily offerings, committee and community work, 
and ongoing engagement and reflection opportunities outlined elsewhere 
in this Kol Shalom.
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Rabbi’s Letter

In anticipation of MLK weekend, (January 13-16),  
Lance Laver and Steve Perkiss have reinstalled our 
Civil Rights exhibit that we own and is once again on 
display. We will gather on-line for a Freedom Song 
Kabbalat Shabbat and in person and online Shabbat 
morning to highlight the work of our newly formed 
anti-racism working group. Our wonderful rabbinic 
interns Alana Krivo-Kaufman and Noah Dor Lind will 
be leading throughout the months ahead. 

January 28. We call our Torah “Eytz Hayyim,” the 
life-giving tree. I look forward to celebrating together 
with you in the winter months ahead and conclude 
January with our annual Shoah Torah Shabbat where, 
with Carol Towarnicky and Ron Goldwyn, we will 
remember the Eytz Hayyim of a Jewish community 
whose names live on in our safe keeping. 

Friday evening, February 3rd, we will lift up 
and honor the voices and work of our Immigration 
and Refugee Working Group and the people we 
have walked side by side with in their quest to live 
in freedom and safety as part of our annual HIAS 
Refugee and Immigration Shabbat.

Sunday evening, 
February 5th is our 
annual Tu B’Shevat Seder, 
the ancient Jewish New 
Year for the Trees. One 
of four historical “New 
Year’s” in the Jewish 
calendar- the 15th of the 

month of Shevat is a reminder for the need to honor 
the cycles of nature and the living trees that we 
inter-breathe with, reconnect with the earth we are 
extensions of and have impact on, and look at the 
Tree of Life as a guiding metaphor for relationship. 
We will be returning to an in-person option for the 
first time since January 2020, building on the creative 
and meaningful on-line Seders of the past few years. 

Shabbat morning, February 11th, we will 
gather for our annual Jewish Disabilities Awareness 
Month special program with JCHAI staff person Beth 
Rosenwasser, PhD and her guests who will discuss 
their work with young Jewish adults and families.

(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

https://mishkan.org/uherske-hradiste-we-remember-them-we-safeguard-their-torah
https://hias.org/
https://hias.org/
https://mishkan.org/story/mystical-tu-b-shvat-seder-tuesday-february-3-2015-700-900-pm
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(continued on next page)
JCHAI at Home is the innovative, award-winning, 
individualized support program that provides 
highly skilled social workers to train members 
with intellectual disabilities and autism who are in 
their own apartments anywhere in the Philadelphia 
metropolitan area or living with their families to live 
and work independently.

While we may have lofty goals organizationally and 
programmatically, being there for each other in the 
daily challenges and opportunities of our lives is at the 
foundation of what it means to be a kehillah kedosha- 
a sacred community. I have and will continue to be 
there for and with you, along with our Acts of Caring 
team in the year ahead as we continue to navigate 
uncertain, shifting times that also contain possibilities 
to flourish even now. On this note, a special thanks 
to Ariel Weiss and Stephanie Shell, who are rotating 
off the Acts of Caring team after many years of 
service. Gratitude to Steve Perkiss who is joining 
Susan Schewel on the Acts of Caring team along with 
Lisa Mervis and Chris Taranta.

Paying attention to the nurturing of the parts, while 
attending to the whole, both in the world within 

as well as the world-
at-large, is what the 
spiritual practice of this 
time of year invites. Our 
multi-layered Jewish 
year cycle and daily 
living invites us to claim 
these months for what 
will support our well-
being, while retaining 
engagement with each other and the world we are 
part of. 

Even if it seems sometimes, we are underground 
again almost two years into this global situation, we 
can resist isolation and continue to find each other in 
the smallest acts of kindness and the largest shared 
actions for the good in our communities. I hope 
to see you in any variety of ways and in the many 
opportunities for us to gather in person and online, 
safely face-to-face and in the care of each other’s 
prayerful hearts. 

Ma Nora - how precious is each day ahead!

Rabbi’s Letter (continued from previous page)

mailto:levinsone%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary of Freedom Summer, 
1964

Originally prepared by Jewish Currents 
magazine in 2014 to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of Mississippi Freedom Summer, 
the exhibit makes direct connections to 
the modern racial caste system of mass 
incarceration. Freedom Summer was a voter registration and education campaign 
that included hundreds of white northern 
volunteers, at least a third of whom were 
Jewish. Marked by the grim murders of 
Andrew Goodman, James Chaney and 
Michael Schwerner in Mississippi, the summer 
successfully challenged the Mississippi 
delegation's segregated seating at the 1964 
Democratic Convention in Atlantic City. We 
are grateful to Larry Bush, curator, for the gift 
of this exhibit.

A new addition to the display is a beautiful 
print entitled "Reparations in Pursuit of Repairing the 
World," by Ayeola Omolara Kaplan presented to Rabbi 
Shawn by RRC President Rabbi Deborah Waxman 
at Mishkan in during her visit on Sukkot. (Read about 
Reconstructing Judaism's commissioned artwork on 
reparations here .)

Old Jim Crow/New Jim Crow Exhibit Returns to the Heschel King Room

In keeping with Mishkan Shalom's communal anti-racism/reparations work, our Old/New Jim 
Crow exhibit has been reinstalled in the Heschel-King Room at Mishkan Shalom. 

We stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters across the 
country and the globe at this time; with our prayers and actions of 
comfort and our commitment to raising our voices and standing for 
racial and social justice. May there be comfort amid the heartbreak 
and anger, and organized action for change that shatters the status 
quo. #blacklivesmatter

-- Rabbi Shawn Zevit

https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/freedom-summer
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/reparations/commissioned-artwork/
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by Jean BrodyLetter from the President
Dear Friends,

Happy (secular) New Year to you all!  May 2023 bring 
all of us good health, and the blessings of friends, 
family and community.

As I write this, we’re coming to the close of another 
amazing Mishkan Shalom fall, including moving 
services, close to 80 people attending our December 
Community Meeting, a return to more in-person 
programming and sharing of sustenance, and our 
Hanukkah celebration of re-dedication to all that 
makes us Mishkan. This winter, we’ll continue our 
process of re-viewing our Statement of Principles, 
which Rabbi Shawn introduced at the Community 
Meeting.  Stay tuned for more ways to engage with 
this process.

Part of our Statement of Principles is our commitment 
to Tikkun Olam, Repair of the World, and one aspect 
of Tikkun Olam that we’ll spend  our time and energy 
on will be considering how to address anti-racism 
and reparations in our movement and in our own 
community. Some of us are already active in an 
ongoing effort to combat racism in our own habits of 
mind and in our broader social, political and economic 
societal structures. There are currently multiple efforts 
going on, and everyone will have a chance to engage in 
this work.

First, Reconstructing Judaism has been developing 
a resolution to commit to addressing the idea of 
reparations. The movement’s Tikkun Olam Council 
developed the resolution, solicited input from 
multiple perspectives, and presented it this December 
for a vote at a Plenum of representatives of all RJ 
congregations, which was approved.  77 congregations, 
including Mishkan Shalom, voted in favor. The 
resolution now goes to RJ’s governing board for 
consideration. The proposed resolution lays out the 
historical facts and the rationale for reparations to be 
considered.  It does not describe what reparations 
will look like, but rather says that we as a movement, 
and as individual congregations, commit to considering 
what that might look like. Our board voted to support 
my affirmative vote on this resolution.

You can read the resolution here https://www.
reconstructingjudaism.org/reparations/, as well as materials 
offered by RJ for use by individuals and congregations 
as we educate ourselves on our collective history.

Second, an Anti-Racist Working Group within 
Mishkan has already been thinking about how we can 
individually and as a community address the personal 
and structural racism that continues to impact us. To 
learn more about how you can help, please contact 
Sharon Weinman at sharoncweinman@gmail.com.

Third, a group of Mishkan members will be attending 
a four-day course this January offered by the Mayor 
of Philadelphia’s Commission for Faith-Based and 
Interfaith Affairs that addresses the call for reparations 
for slavery and the pursuit of justice. The course is 
designed to train faith and civic leaders in strategies for 
taking this initiative further.  A group of five  Mishkan 
members will take the course and determine how best 
to bring this back to all of us as a congregation.  We 
look forward to hearing more!

I’m grateful to so many of you who are actively 
volunteering your time as board members, committee 
leaders, team leaders, organizers, leyners, supporting 
our services, and much more.  This winter, you should 
all expect to hear from our Engagement Team, led by 
the intrepid Marc Jacobs.  In fulfillment of the findings 
of our Strategic Learning process last year, Marc is 
leading an effort to reach out personally to every 
Mishkan member household.  This is your opportunity 
to be heard, and to learn about ways to engage with 
the community.  Please respond when a volunteer 
reaches out to you, and enjoy your conversation!  If 
you’d like to join the volunteers making calls, you can 
reach Marc at phillymarc1@yahoo.com.

Be sure to read your weekly Ma Hadash for the most 
up to date information on everything that’s happening 
in our community! 

B’Shalom,

Jean

https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/reparations/,
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/reparations/,
mailto:sharoncweinman@gmail.com
mailto:phillymarc1@yahoo.com
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At left, a 1930 photo from the synagogue in Uherske Hradiste, in what is now the Czech Republic; 
below is Ron Goldwyn holding the Holocaust Torah.

Holocaust Torah and the Jews of Uherské Hradište to 
be Honored at Shabbat Services, January 28

Mishkan Shalom’s Holocaust Torah – its story, its 
journey, and the Jews of the city where it came 
from – will be the theme of Shabbat services on 
Saturday January 28 at 10:00 a.m. 

The Torah came to us just prior to the 
congregation’s first High Holiday services in 1988, 
on permanent loan from the Memorial Scrolls 
Trust in London. This scroll, which for several 
years was Mishkan’s only Torah, is from the Czech-
Moravian city of Uherské Hradište from which it 
was rescued.
 
The January 28 service will be led by Rabbi 
Shawn Zevit with Carol Towarnicky and Ron 
Goldwyn. It will be held in the sanctuary and 
available on Zoom. Coincidentally, the service will 
come just one day after International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, which is observed on the 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camps on January 27, 1945.

Carol will deliver the d’var Torah based on parashat 
Bo and chant from the Holocaust Torah itself. 
Ron will talk about Uherské Hradište, its doomed 
Jewish community and the international rescue 
effort that has placed more than a thousand Torah 
scrolls in synagogues and other institutions around 
the world. 

The service concludes with a unique Kaddish that 
has become our tradition: Congregants will read 
the names of the nearly 300 Jewish residents of the 
city who perished in the Shoah. It is perhaps the 
only time or place where the Jewish men, women 
and children of this middle-class Czech community 
are remembered.  

Our Shoah service is customarily held in late 
January or February to observe the mid-winter 
1943 transfer of many of Uherské Hradište’s Jews 

from a temporary internment 
camp in nearby Uherské Brod 
to Nazi death camps including 
Terezin and Auschwitz.  It is also 
within a few days of the February 
7, 1964, arrival of the rescued 
scrolls in London.

The tortuous journey for our Holocaust Torah 
had begun in summer 1942, with a directive sent 
out by Nazi authorities in Prague to destroyed 
Jewish communities across what is now the Czech 
Republic. The summons had been crafted by 
scholars at the Central Jewish Museum in Prague, 
disguised in rhetoric acceptable to the Nazis. It 
called for 136 doomed Jewish communities in the 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia to send 
every item – ritual items, books, archives and 
Torahs – to the museum. 

We don’t know exactly when or how our scroll 
made that 200-mile journey across the war-torn 
Czech countryside, nor why the Nazi authorities 
in Prague okayed the collection, then pretty much 
ignored it. The Jewish staff’s motives were clear: 
catalogue and safeguard the Torahs and other items 
to congregations to be re-established after the war. 

While this effort failed, nearly 2,000 scrolls 
survived in an abandoned synagogue outside 
Prague until the Communist government sold 
them to an English philanthropist in 1964. The 
archiving, repair and distribution of the scrolls 
began immediately and continues to this day under 
the auspices of the Memorial Scrolls Trust at 
London’s Westminster Synagogue. 

For more information, see Mishkan’s website www.
mishkan.org, under Spiritual Life, and the Memorial 
Scrolls Trust http://www.memorialscrollstrust.
org/.

http://www.mishkan.org
http://www.mishkan.org
http://www.memorialscrollstrust.org/
http://www.memorialscrollstrust.org/


7

Tikkun Olam by Gail Bober

News from the Immigrant and Refugee Rights Committee

Resettlement of Afghan Refugees

The Mishkan Shalom/
St. Vincent’s Catholic 
Church Co-Sponsorship 
Resettlement Team 
is continuing to work 
closely with the three 
Afghan refugees, Abdul-
lah, Khalid, and Mukhtar.  
All of the men are work-
ing: two are working for a plumbing company and one 
is working at a Center City parking lot.  Scholarship 
funds were recently received for Mukhtar to attend 
an intensive English language program at Temple Uni-
versity, beginning in January.  

On December 10, Khalid attended the Shabbat 
service at Mishkan when Hallie Lima became a Bat 
Mitzvah (Abdullah and Mukhtar were unable to at-
tend).  Rabbi Shawn introduced Khalid to those in at-
tendance and shared that, for her Bat Mitzvah project, 
Hallie had raised money for the Afghan Emergency 
Fund.  Khalid was able to thank her and her parents 
for their support.  

Additional funds are still needed to supplement 
their expenses, and many individuals have already 
donated to the “Afghan Emergency Fund” that has 
been set up. If you would like to donate to the fund, 
please send your check made out to Mishkan Shalom, 
and send it to Gail Bober at 7900 Old York Road, 
Unit 606 B, Elkins Park, PA 19027. Mark the memo 
section of the check “Afghan Emergency Fund.”

We are proud to report that our Mishkan Shalom and 
St. Vincent de Paul partnership assisting the three Af-
ghan refugees is being honored by HIAS Pennsylvania 
in the Spring. Stay tuned for more information. 

Driver’s Licenses for All Now! 

Mishkan Shalom, through its membership with 
the New Sanctuary Movement, continues to be 
involved with the Driving PA Forward Coalition 
(drivingpaforward.org). The coalition is working 
to support the passage of legislation regarding 
accessibility of a standard driver's license for all 
Pennsylvanians regardless of immigration status. 
Although House Bill 279 was not voted on in the past 
legislative session, there is some optimism that it may 
be brought up for a vote in the new session.  It seems 
likely the House will vote to approve the measure, 
so the focus for the first part of the new year will be 
on the state Senate.  These efforts have been 
ongoing for more than 10 years!!  If you have 
interest in volunteering with this effort, please contact 
Gail Bober (gbober52@gmail.com or 267-597-1898).

Other Immigration News

As you may have heard, the Berks County Immigrant 
Detention Center has been closed!!  This Center 
held women and families for more than 20 years. 
The “Shut Down Berks Coalition” worked for nearly 
8 years to close the facility that has been used by 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
since 2001.  Going forward, all immigrant detention 
centers should be shut down.  According to estimates 
from the coalition, thousands of people are still 
being held by ICE in three other detention centers in 
Pennsylvania.

http://drivingpaforward.org/
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Congregational School
Here's What's Been Going On at Mishkan’s Congregational School!

Gan/Aleph/Bet
We have continued to go on journeys (nesiyah) 
through our class theme, Let's Discover Jewish Stories. 
This past month, we traveled in our imaginations to 
Algeria in the story The Sabbath Lion. Based on an 
old North African folktale, we embraced the magic of 
Shabbat and explored themes of courage, faith, and 
adventure. The story inspired us to make up our own 
adventure stories. We created elaborate maps that 
illustrated our adventures. We also learned about 
Shabbat rituals and ritual objects through the story. 
We even enjoyed a family Shabbat and created challah 
covers. Big thanks to Fia's savta (grandmother) for 
sharing her Israeli Shabbat memories, helping us write 
in Hebrew, and bringing in her yummy homemade 
mandel bread! 

We also celebrated Human Rights Shabbat. Thanks to 
the wordless book, I See You, we collectively told the 
story of a person who was not being treated kindly 
and not provided with basic human rights but seen 
by one child who stepped up to help. We sang along 
with and played instruments to a song about human 
rights from UNICEF called We've All Got Rights, and 
we identified so many rights that everyone deserves!

Gimel/Dalet
We have had a great few months in Kitah Gimel/
Dalet class! We start off the day with some Hebrew 
trashball ( tailored to each student’s reading level) and 
then head to Shabbat services for a half hour. For the 
main portion of the day we have been working on 
our Bible studies and keeping a journal with related 
activities. During the Hanukkah season we made 
latkes, dreidels with our parents, played Hanukkah 
bingo , read stories, watched short Hanukkah videos 
and more! The school year is flying by!

Hey/Vav
Kitah Hey/Vav is exploring the origins, customs, 
and current state of Jewish communities around 
the world. So far, we’ve learned about the Jews of 
Morocco, Yemen, Syria and Turkey. We’ve heard 
tales of persecution, but also the history of friendly 
cohabitation in some predominantly Arab countries. 

We are reexamining our holidays through the lens of 
Jewish values. For the High Holy Days, we focused on 
T’shuvah - making amends and dedicating ourselves 
to become ever more the people we want to be. For 
Sukkot, we dove into the value of hospitality - and 
celebrated the teamwork it took to create a HUGE 
paperchain, long enough to encircle our entire Sukkah. 

Zayin
The Zayin class had an awesome past couple of 
months! Our first couple of B’nai Mitzvah happened 
and we were so excited to hear reflections from 
those students! We did a unit on the history of B’nai 
Mitzvah. We had Rabbi Shawn come talk to us about 
Mishkan’s Statement of Principles and we got to give 
our input on the current version. We had some really 
meaningful conversations about antisemitism and 
the events happening with celebrities. Past President 
Steve Jones also came in to talk about his Jewish 
journey which was really interesting and sparked 
some great discussion on what being Jewish means 
to us. We are excited to continue our year and to 
celebrate everyone in our class!

by Holli Goldenberg
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B'nai Mitzvah by Anndee Hochman

Gus Conley
February 4

What would you do, Gus plans to ask guests and 
congregants at his bar mitzvah, if you were facing a 
journey and had to take the long way around? Long, 
as in forty years of wandering. 
 
“My parasha is Beshalach (Ex. 13:17-17:16), when 
the Israelites come up to the shore, to the sea, and 
Moses splits it, and they walk through. It’s about that 
and their whole journey to freedom.
 
“When I was younger, I watched a couple of 
animated films of the Exodus story. That part used to 
stick out to me. I think it’s cool how they are all going 
together, and how they’ll wake up in a completely 
different space.”
 
He’ll also ask the congregation: If you were on an 
exodus like that, how would you think about “not 
only what’s best for you, but best for others?”
 
Gus has been a Mishkan member for as long as he 
can remember. He loved collecting “tons of money” 
for the Mishkanathon—“I was a super-competitive 
child,” he says—and the activities that accompanied 
Hanukkah. 

He also remembers his sister’s bat mitzvah: feeling 
scared to read a prayer because he was afraid it 
would be in Hebrew; playing the instruments that 
were handed out during the service; dancing at the 
party afterward.

When he considered his own bar mitzvah, he thought: 
“Oh, I”ll have a great time at the party. But once you 
realize how much you actually have to do, it’s a little 
bit intimidating.”

He began to grasp trope one tutoring session at a 
time: sometimes by chanting a section into the voice 

memo on his phone; sometimes trying to sound out 
the words and melody together.

For a tikkun olam project, he decided to help clean 
up the Wissahickon Valley; he’ll summon groups of 
volunteers through a website his aunt is creating, then 
walk through the park to pick up stray cups, bags 
and other refuse. “I’ve always liked the idea of giving 
back to nature,” Gus says. “I think it’s one of the best 
feelings when you wake up and look outside and have 
a pretty view and everything’s really clean.” 
 
Gus, a 7th-grader at Germantown Friends, likes 
playing drums; he also plays flag football and 
basketball. Bar mitzvah preparation, he says, has been 
a learning curve, not only for Hebrew and prayers. 
“I’ve learned that stuff can’t always go your way. 
Sometimes you have to move your schedule around 
or work a bit late or extra. It’s challenging, but 
challenging in a good way.”
 
And while age thirteen doesn’t signal complete 
maturity in the modern world, it does feel like a 
significant passage. He’ll be able to watch PG-13 
movies. He can call himself a teen. He can choose 
to fast on Yom Kippur, something his mother advised 
against when he was younger. “In Jewish ways,” he 
says, “I’d say yes, I can refer to myself as an adult.
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Wisdom and Reflections from the B'nai Mitzvah 
of Mishkan's Young Adults, Fall 2022-5783

Justin Carson, Sasha Newman, Asher Hawkins and Hallie Lima
Kol Hakavod and Mazel Tov! 

Justin Carson, September 10, 2022 
Parshat Ki Tetze

The parsha concludes with the commandment to 
remember for all time—Amalek’s killing of the old, 
weak, and infirm after the Israelites left Egypt. The 
Amalekites were a tribe that lived along the route 
that we took out of Egypt and attacked the slowest 
group of Israelites when we passed by their territory. 

Many commentators have 
wondered why this mitzvah 
is at the end - I think it’s 
there to remind us that if 
we don’t “learn from and 
teach history, we’re bound 
to repeat it”. In this case, 

attacking or killing innocent people is to never be 
forgotten. 

This last year we learned at school about Darwin’s 
theory of survival of the fittest and in some cases, 
this was used to exclude or even harm innocent 
people because they had disabilities or special needs. 
You could say the idea of remembering the harm the 
Amalekites did to our most vulnerable, means that 
even some ideas about abilities and race, can be our 
modern day “Amalekites.”  We need to remember 
this so the people most at risk in our world today do 
not get left behind…

Just because someone is old, or has some disability 
(visible or invisible), or is a minority in our country, or 
doesn’t have as many resources, doesn’t mean they 
should be taken advantage of, mistreated, or left to 
fend for themselves. The Torah is reminding us to not 
leave each other behind, because we are supposed to 
have learned from the example of what happened to 
our people because of the Amalekites.

So, the question I want to ask all of you today 
is, “what would you do to help the most 
vulnerable in our society, so they don’t get left 
behind?”

Sasha Newman, 
October 22, 2022
Parshat Bereshit

Parshat Bereshit begins before 
time - with the Big Bang of 
Creation - everything going 
from chaos to organized life 
with a Divine nudge.

We go from chaos to night and day, to all sorts of life 
forms and elements right up to the human species in 
day six. Day seven or Shabbat, is portrayed as a time 
of rest and reflection- and God’s rehabilitation! 

Keeping Shabbat doesn’t mean doing nothing. It’s 
like if I want to go on a bike ride (like I always do), it 
won’t be a high-speed competitive race, it will be a 
longer downhill ride at a leisurely pace and taking in 
the beauty of the nature around me. 

Shabbat for me means a time to reflect, and an 
opportunity to conserve my energy for the next 
week… Having Shabbat awareness means keeping the 
meaning of Shabbat every day and then having energy 
and space and yes, that light I talked about before, 
when the actual seventh day arrives.

So, my question for you today is - what does, 
or could Shabbat awareness mean in your life 
- regardless of your background or spiritual 
practice? And how do you rest, reflect, and 
unwind to find balance in your life?

Asher Hawkins, 
November 19, 2022 
Parshat Chayei Sarah

My parsha (or portion) Chayei 
Sarah, means “the life of Sarah” or 
“How Sarah Lived”- not only that 
she lived,and lived a full life, but the 

impact she had after she died. 

(continued next page)
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B'nai Mitzvah Reflections...
(continued from the previous page) 

We are introduced to the adult Yitzchak (or Isaac), 
and Avraham sends his servant Eliezer to find a 
partner for Yitzhak once Sarah has died. This part is 
very detailed and repeated to make sure that Eliezer 
would understand how important it was to go all the 
way back to Avraham’s homeland to find a wife for 
Yitzchak. 

In fact, it is Rivkah’s coming out to provide water and 
hospitality for Eliezer, when he makes the journey to 
her and her family’s lands, that immediately makes her 
the “one” for Yitzhak in Eliezer’s eyes. 

She chooses to go - and in a rare moment in 
Torah, love at first sight is described - when Rivkah 
and Yitzhak first meet. Rivkah rides in on a camel 
and seems to fall off when she sees him walking 
meditatively in the field during the middle of the day.

Through Rivkah’s character and actions, we learn 
about kindness - and the need to think about others 
- having empathy. Don’t do something just for a 
reward, do it also because it’s the right and caring 
thing to do.

Empathy is a big part of my family and how I was 
raised to care for other people. For me, this means 
doing what’s right, and offering to help someone the 
way they need it, even if you can get away with less 
or the easy way. 

So, this leads me to my question for you today: 
how do you stay connected to kindness and 
doing the right thing, whether someone is 
watching you or not, whether you need to or 
not?

Hallie Lima, 
December10, 2022
Parshat VaYishlakh

In advance of my bat mitzvah, I 
went to Europe last summer, for 
a soccer tournament in Germany 
and Austria. When there, we 
visited the Dachau concentration camp. Doing this in 
advance of this day, made me appreciate even more 
the privilege and opportunity to celebrate my bat 
mitzvah and being Jewish.The name of my parsha is 
VaYishlakh, meaning “being sent somewhere”. In this 

case, it was Yaakov (or Jacob) who returned with 
his wives and all their children from twenty years 
away working for his uncle in a place called Charan 
(meaning the hot or intense place).

Now that they return, he hears Esau is coming to 
greet him with 400 men. Yaakov is understandably 
afraid and sends (vaYishlakh) all sorts of gifts to his 
brother ahead of time, and keeps his family together, 
while he crosses over the Ya’abok River (the river of 
wrestling) at night to separate himself from them in 
case Esau wants to wipe him out.

It’s in the dark of the night that Yaakov is confronted 
by a “being” that he wrestles with until dawn, until he 
gets the being’s blessing and lets it go.

There is a long-standing question of who Yaakov is 
really wrestling that night. Is it himself? an angel? his 
brother Esau? his conscience based on what he had 
done to Esau when he was younger- that may have 
still been haunting him? 

The person-angel-spirit that Yaakov wrestled with 
gave Yaakov a blessing and a new name. Yaakov was 
renamed “Yisrael”- meaning, wrestling with God, 
and coming through the other side...Maybe Esau and 
Yaakov both dreamt that night, because they both felt 
angry or badly about what happened when they were 
younger. 

I imagine that Esau also had a dream - whatever his 
dream was - that had similar meaning as Yaakov’s, that 
helped him realize that he may have still been angry 
with Yaakov for stealing his blessing and birthright, but 
more than that, he really missed his brother. He came 
there with an army of 400, but when he saw Yaakov, 
he got off his camel and ran over to kiss him.

What really stood out for me is the fact that for all 
the years, and for siblings across the centuries - there 
is a power of love and family that can override our 
grudges and hurts. I know this isn’t always the case 
because I know of some siblings who are estranged 
because of an argument or disagreement - which is 
very sad…I feel the Torah gives us some direction 
about the need for and importance of apologizing and 
making sure nothing gets in the way of that bond.

My question for you today is: “How do you 
respond to dealing with conflict and finding 
forgiveness and repair in the relationships 
closest to you?”
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Mishkan Shalom’s Statement of Principles: 
Reflection and Engagement Process

On three things the world rests: 
Study, Prayer, and Acts of Caring/Tikkun Olam

Inspired by the Mishnah: Wisdom of the Sages 1:2)

by Rabbi Shawn Zevit 

Long before I arrived at Mishkan Shalom, and 
during my fourteen years as a representative of the 
Reconstructionist/Reconstructing Judaism movement 
(1998-2012), I carried a copy of Mishkan Shalom’s 
Statement of Principles (SOP) with me as an inspiring 
example of a Jewish spiritually activist community 
living its values in day-to-day life.

When I arrived at Mishkan, one of our founding 
members, Rabbi Mordechai Liebling, informed me 
about a strategic learning process scheduled to begin 
during my first year, and that I would be included 
in that exploration.  Part of the process, which we 
aligned with the seven-year Shmita year, was to look 
at our Statement of Principles, which informs who 
we are and what we do in the world. At that time, 
there was not much feedback or desire to change 
any of the language or our core ideals.  
  
2021-22 was a Shmita year again, and with our 
board’s leadership we launched a strategic learning 
process. I suggested we revisit our SOP to see if it 
still represened who we were. However, last year 
proved very challenging: for me personally and for all 
of us still in the throes of Covid-required distancing 
and online community. We also needed to put our 
attention to the transition of Rabbi Yael’s departure 
and the completion of our successful five-year 
ReGeneration campaign. Once the summer of 2022 
arrived and we had begun to regather in person and 
online, the timing seemed right to put the insights 
of the Strategic Learning and Staff Restructuring 
working groups into action. 
  
During the High Holy Days, I invited us into a long-
term exploration of Judaism and our shared sacred 
community: Hindsight-Insight-Foresight: Long-path 
Jewish Life. At the same time the Israel-Palestine 
Committee started a process of reflection and 
review of the SOP's Israel section, and Marcy Boroff, 
Lance Laver, and Lior Feldman, the Committee's 
leaders, came to me for input. The time and 

opportunity had arrived to engage the whole 
community in the larger process of reflection and re-
engagement with the Statement of Principles. 

With our President, Jean Brody, I brought the idea 
to the Executive Committee and it was met with 
great enthusiasm as a natural part of our overall re-
engagement intention for 5783. With the board’s 
blessing and inspired by the consensual model of 
the Israel-Palestine committee process, we began 
to engage the community at the recent December 
6th community meeting. 

(continued on the next page)

Our Statement of Principles Our Statement of Principles 

Mishkan Shalom's Statement of Principles 
articulates the fundamental beliefs that 
motivate and govern our existence as a 
synagogue. The long form can be read 
through the links below and covers:

• • Avodah/Prayer, Avodah/Prayer, 
• • Torah/Study, Torah/Study, 
• • G’milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring G’milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring 

and Tikkun Olam/Repair of the and Tikkun Olam/Repair of the 
World. World. 

• • Our Core Values in relation to:Our Core Values in relation to:
    Israel, Philadelphia and our    Israel, Philadelphia and our
    Community Decision-Making      Community Decision-Making  
    Processes    Processes

While written as an enduring vision, ongoing 
commentary by congregants, it is hoped, 
will ensure that it continues to reflect and 
guide the values of a vital Jewish community. 
We welcome all who share the principles 
articulated in this document. 

The founding principles were adopted at 
community meetings in July 1988. Subsequent 
amendments were added at community meetings 
in June 1996 and March 2003. 

Mishkan Shalom Statement of Principles - 
Mishkan Shalom (shulcloud.com)

https://mishkanshalom.shulcloud.com/
mishkan-shalom-statement-of-principles.html

https://mishkanshalom.shulcloud.com/mishkan-shalom-statement-of-principles.html
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.1.1?lang=bi
https://mishkanshalom.shulcloud.com/mishkan-shalom-statement-of-principles.html
https://mishkanshalom.shulcloud.com/mishkan-shalom-statement-of-principles.html
https://mishkanshalom.shulcloud.com/mishkan-shalom-statement-of-principles.html
https://mishkanshalom.shulcloud.com/mishkan-shalom-statement-of-principles.html
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Statement of Principles: Reflection and Engagement Process

             (continued from previous page)
For the last few years, every new member has had 
to check off a box that says they commit to financial 
self-assessed support, our Brit Mishkan volunteer 
commitment, and that they have read and support 
our Statement of Principles. We encourage every 
member to read and reflect on our these SOP (see 
box on previous page for links) as we move forward 
with this study and reflection process, on the 
following proposed schedule:

September 2022-April 2023: The community, 
the board, plus various sub-groups or committees 
should meet, study and reflect on the SOP, and 
review their particular portion of the statement that 
informs their areas of programming and communal 
responsibility. Proposed new language, if any, should 
be drafted by each sub-group, and if consensus is 
reached, should be sent to the board for a review 
prior to going to communal open Zoom house 
meetings for discussion, as well as the April and June 
community meetings.

Winter 2023: “In person and Zoom House 
Meetings.” These meetings will be open to the entire 
community to review proposed changes.

Spring/Summer 2023: Any sections which 
have been vetted and deemed ready to go to 
the community at large are distributed to the 
membership for review and input. Any sections which 
are ready to be voted on as proposed official changes 
to the Statement of Principles will be considered 
according to the following Mishkan Shalom By-Laws 
(Article VIII, Amendment Process, Section 2, 
Amendments to the Statement of Principles):

• The Statement of Principles may be amended 
only at a special meeting of the Congregation by 
an affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the 
members present, provided that the text of the 
proposed change was included in the notice for 
the meeting. 

Fall 2023, onwards: Continued reflection and 
re-engagement where interest and energy is still 
present or for sections still under consideration. All 
of the ongoing work informed by our SOP continues 
unabated and reinvigorated on a day-to-day, month 
by-month basis. This process does not hinder who 
we are and what we do until we decide otherwise. 

While we may not go around quoting our SOP, we 
have a clear and powerful impact on each other’s 
lives based on our history as a Reconstructionist 
community, our current activities and our 
commitments in Philadelphia and the Delaware Valley, 
and - with the advent of our online friends - national 
and even international coalitions. 

Certain working groups have also had or will be 
having preliminary meetings focused on their own 
SOP sections from which our work emanated (e.g., 
Spiritual Life Council, Israel-Palestine Committee, 
Tikkun Olam Council, and Mishkan Board). We will 
continue to schedule opportunities for collective 
reflection and study on the existing general Statement 
of Principles, and drafts on specific sections as they 
become available. Lifelong Learning committees 
(Hebrew School, Library Committee and Adult 
Ed) have not yet met together to look at the Torah 
(study) section and the Philadelphia and Community 
Process sections could use some interested 
people to reflect on them. Please be in touch 
with Rabbishawn@mishkan.org if you are interested 
in actively working on one of these areas.

The goal here is not to produce changes for their 
own sake. Instead we seek to reconnect to our 
foundational principles, and see who we are in 
our shared journey as a spiritually activist Jewish 
community. 

Stay tuned to your weekly Ma Hadash if you are not 
already on an active committee. The new year is an 
ideal time to get involved! 

Hazak Hazak v’Nithazek. Let us be strong and 
strengthen each other!

mailto:Rabbishawn@mishkan.org
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G'milut Hasadim/Acts of Caring
by Stephanie Shell, Ariel Weiss and Susan Schewel

Mazel Tov
We send a hearty mazel tov to Gus Coleman and his 
family as they celebrate b’nai mitzvah this season.

Condolences
We send condolences to the loved ones of Mishkan 
members Harold Gorvine and Robin Leidner. We 
also send condolences to the loved ones of David 
Schneider, father of Rabbi Simcha Zevit and father-
in-law of Rabbi Shawn Zevit; Bernard (Nardie) Stein, 
father of Jessie Stein Diamond; and Jack Tarash, father 
of Ariel Tarash. May all of their memories be for 
a blessing and may their loved ones be comforted 
among all who mourn. 

Love and Support
This month we send our ongoing love, support, 
and prayers for healing to Mishkan members Bob 
Prischak, Rivka Jarosh, Fred Kaplan-Mayer, Yosaif 
August, Steve Newman, Wendy Erslev, Madeleine 
Boskowitz, Cindy Perkiss, Lilith Rose, John Palmer, 
Deenah Loeb, Robin Berenholz, and Natalie Gorvine.  
May they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full 
healing).

We also send ongoing love, support, and prayers 
for healing to all those Mishkan members in 
need of healing but who seek to remain private. 

We are keeping these individuals in our prayers 
as well: Betty Morduchowicz (mother of Graciela 
Slesaransky-Poe), Carol Soffa Baldridge (sister of Mark 
Soffa), Stan Konow (father of Andrea Konow), Brian 
Ruder (brother of Abby Ruder), Hans Jack Apfelbaum 
(father of Claudia Apfelbaum), Michael Boe (brother-
in-law of Mindy Dorfman), Alvin Saltzman (father 
of Alyse Saltzman Flowers), Debra Singer (sister 
of Karen Singer), Patrick Windle (brother of Susan 
Windle), Sal Berenholz (father of Robin Berenholz), 
Jackie Berman-Gorvine (daughter-in-law of Natalie 
Gorvine), Edgar Galson (father of Wendy Galson 
and father-in-law of Susan Windle), Don Levinson 
(brother of Eilen Levinson), Evelyn Haas (mother of 
Mark Haas), and Julie Post (sister of Nancy Post). May 
they all experience a refuah sheleimah (full healing).

A reminder:  Snail-mail cards 
are always welcomed by all those 
who are healing and mourning. 
If you think of it, do it!

Please notify us if you want a name added to, 
or removed from, our “Ongoing love, support, and 
prayers of healing…” list.  

Acts of Caring
Acts of Caring lets the Mishkan Shalom community 
learn about significant events in the lives of our 
members. In this way, we can reach out to one 
another in times of grief, illness, and joy. To reach us 
simply email: actsofcaring@mishkan.org. 

Do you receive Acts of Caring via email?
Acts of Caring goes out to all Mishkan members. It 
is our communication central for sharing life cycle 
events and community needs for help.  If you are not 
receiving Acts of Caring, please check your spam, 
or if you have gmail, your solicitations folder (Acts 
of Caring is distributed by Constant Contact).  If 
you unsubscribe from Ma Hadash, intentionally or 
accidentally, you will also be unsubscribed from Acts 
of Caring.  Please contact the office for clarification. 

HINENI--HERE I AM If you could use a little 
help because of illness, or joy (new baby!) or you 
know of a Mishkan member too shy to ask, please 
email actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will reach 
out.  Hineni offers concrete support to members 
in need of short-term help, including meals, visits, 
transportation, etc.  If you would like some help, 
but do not wish a public solicitation, please contact 
the rabbi, or actsofcaring@mishkan.org and we will 
speak with you privately and seek to arrange help.  
Our Hineni coordinators are Lisa Mervis and Chris 
Taranta.  

Got Nachas? Sharing your good news is a 
marvelous way to connect our community! Please 
don’t be shy - send all lifecycle events you would like 
to be posted to our email address:  actsofcaring@
mishkan.org. 

mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:actsofcaring%40mishkan.org?subject=
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
mailto:actsofcaring@mishkan.org
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Library Committee
One Book Mishkan’s Chai Year:  Our Annual Series Turns 18! 
Join us in reading our 5783 selection:

Sadness is a White Bird, by Moriel Rothman-Zecher

“Unflinching in its honesty, unyielding in its moral complexity, Sadness Is a White Bird 
offers thoroughly original insights into the holy and the broken place that is modern Israel. 
Moriel Rothman-Zecher is a piercing observer…who peels back layers of pain to lay bare 
the difficult truths of his homeland….”
  — Geraldine Brooks, Pulitzer Prize-winning author

The Library Committee is excited to share our plans as we begin this year’s One Book 
Mishkan program series. Moriel Rothman-Zecher’s debut novel, Sadness Is a White Bird, 
gives us a fresh take on the ‘coming-of-age’ novel, laying bare a young man's struggle to 
reconcile his close friendship with Palestinian siblings with his imminent army service. Author 
Michael Chabon says the novel is “…nuanced, sharp, and beautifully written,” and Kirkus 
wrote: ‘A passionate, poetic...story set in a mine field. brilliantly capturing the intensity of 
feeling on both sides....” (Parents: If there are teen readers interested in joining us, please 

note there is some explicit content.)

Many thanks to Rabbi Nancy Fuchs Kreimer and novelist Simone Zelitch for bringing this title to our attention, 
with their hearty recommendations!

Moriel Rothman-Zecher is a novelist and poet, originally from Israel, who recently moved to Philadelphia with his 
family. Some of you may have attended poetry readings he’s given at Mishkan. 

We hope you’ll read with us and join us for 
One Book Mishkan programs in the months ahead (watch for dates!):

Saturday Night at the Movies: Tel Aviv on Fire   A lighter take on the conflicted individual – this time a young 
Palestinian – this comedy/drama should make for an engaging movie night. We’ll view the film together on Zoom 
and, no doubt, a lively discussion will follow! (The film is currently available on Amazon Prime.)

One Book Leads to Many Books   We love to produce a list of books (or other media) related to our One Book. 
Do you have a title you’d like to recommend to the community? Any genre, written or recorded are welcomed 
and encouraged. We’re particularly interested in titles for younger members, kids to teens. Please send suggestions 
– title and a brief description – to yours truly before the end of the year so the list can be compiled and shared. 

The Library Committee’s ‘Changing of the Guard’: Andrea Nuñez is Our New Chair!   Following Library 
Committee founder Lillian Sigal’s retirement as long-time Committee Chair, Adam Blistein stepped in to fill the 
void and led us, most ably, through the next 5 years, with great skill and patience (and his signature deadpan good 
humor!).  He has decided to return to the ranks of “committee member.” We’re grateful for all of his efforts 
before, and during, his Chairmanship, and look forward to continued good things to come!

Although her role as Library Committee Chair is well underway, we’re thrilled to report that Andrea Nuñez has 
taken up the mantle, leading us in our established One Book programs, exploring new ideas, and overseeing Library 
systems updates, all with the goal of making the collection as accessible as possible. Watch this space for updates!

We’d Love to Have You Join Us!   Are you a reader, booklover or lover of libraries? Would you like to 
deepen your knowledge of Jewish subject matter? The Library Committee could be a great fit for you! We also 
welcome volunteers who can help us maintain the collection. Be in touch! Contact Andrea Nunez, Chair.
See you in the Library! (or on Zoom!)

by Sharon Rhode


