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Rosh HaShanah is the birthday of the world.

Today we say thank You, for all the beauty You made.

For blue skies and starry nights and mountains in 

moonlight.

We thank You, God, for the beauty You made.

For birds singing in the sun and legs that let us run.

We thank You, God, for light and life.

For our parents who love us,

For our teachers who help us,

For friends who come over to play,

We thank You, God, for hugs and hearts,
for warm feelings we feel each day.

Most of all, we thank You for this New Year.
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I thank You for my life, body and soul.

Help me realize I am beautiful and whole.

I’m perfect the way I am and a little broken too.

I will live each day as a gift I give to You.
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Am I awake?

Am I prepared?

Are you listening to my prayer?

Can you hear my voice?

Can you understand?

Am I awake? Am I prepared?
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Rosh HaShanah is a time to make circles. The earth 

finishes going around the sun and sets out on its journey 

again.

We praise You God, for sunlight and for seasons, for 
journeys and circles.

Rosh HaShanah is a holiday of circles.

Round challot with raisins, and red apples with honey, 
are sweet circles. We praise You, God, for sweet 
circles, and we pray for a sweet year.
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On Rosh HaShanah we begin the 

circle of t’shuvah, of turning 

ourselves around, until we return to 

becoming as good as we can be.

We praise You, God, for helping us 
start the circle of  t’shuvah that we 

will finish on Yom Kippur.

7



Adonai, our God, we thank You for leading us on our

journey of t’shuvah, the path to becoming our best. Your

Torah lights our way in the world. It teaches us how to

live. When we sing the Sh’ma, words that come from

Torah, we remember to love ourselves, to love each

other, and to love You, our God.
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How do we love God?

We love God when we do good deeds 
each day. Help us, God, to show You 
our love in every way.

How do we love God with all our hearts?

We love God with all our hearts when 
we love other people. Help us, God, to 
respect everyone, to speak kind words, 
to listen well.
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How do we love God with all our minds?

We love God with our minds when we 
study Torah. Help us, God, to learn your 
Torah.

How do we love God with all our strength?

We love God when we share what we
have. Helping others is the way we love
God with all our strength. Help us, God,
to be people who give tzedakah.
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Eternal God, we want to show You we love You

through all our deeds. May our love make the world a

better place, the kind of world You meant it to be

when You created us.
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Mi chamocha, who is like You, Eternal God? You are 

wonderful for giving us hearts and minds and hands.

T’filah, our prayer, comes from our hearts.

T’shuvah, turning ourselves around, comes from our 

minds when we think of doing our best.

Tzedakah, helping others and sharing, comes from 
our open hands.

How awesome You are, God, for

blessing us with t’filah, t’shuvah,
and t’zedakah!
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Adonai,

open my lips, 

that my mouth 

may declare 

Your praise.
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God, as You are holy, help us to be holy as we 

make our circle of t’shuvah.

God, as You are holy, help the Jewish people 
to be holy as we live by the Torah.

God, as You are holy, help all people to be 

holy by working for peace in our world.
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Eternal God, on this Rosh HaShanah, we know that the

world is not yet what it could be. We still have work to

do. There are lonely and sad people. There are people

who are hungry or sick. Some people have no homes.

We cannot fix the world in one or two or even ten years.

By next Rosh HaShanah, let us be able to say that we

did something this year to improve our world. Then our

prayer for peace, goodness, and blessing will find an

answer.
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We take a moment for silent prayer…

God, I thank You for all the goodness in my life:
my family, my synagogue, my school. Help me to
be kind and to love others. May I remember You
are with me in every good deed I do. I will try to
live by the Torah in the New Year.
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May the One, may the One who makes peace,

bring peace down, bring peace down.
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עברית

עברית

עברית

Avinu Malkeinu, bring goodness to our world.

Avinu Malkeinu, You are all around us.

Avinu, love us as our mothers and fathers love us.

Avinu, Your love is always with us.

Malkeinu, guide us as a wise leader would.

Malkeinu, You lead us to live by the Torah.

Avinu Malkeinu, bless us with a good year.

Avinu Malkeinu, give us health, keep us free, bring the 
world to peace.  Avinu Malkeinu, show us kindness 
because we are Your children. Be fair and loving and 
help us.
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may the Source of strength who blessed the ones before us help 

us find the courage to make our lives a blessing and let us say, 

Amen.
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Before our service ends, let us praise God, who

made the whole world, and whose greatness we

see everywhere. When we bow toward the Aron
Kodesh, we are saying there is only one God.

The oneness of God reminds us that all people

are one human family. We pray for shalom, for

peace, within the human family.
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On Rosh HaShanah, we remember people in our 

family whose lives have ended. Though they are no 

longer with us, we think of them. We have heard 

our friends and family talk about them. They are 

part of us. We ask You, Adonai, to remember them 

and give them peace.
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May the One, may the One who makes peace,

bring peace down, bring peace down.



Eternal God, today we have celebrated the birthday of

the world. In our t’filah, we have prayed to make

circles of goodness and peace in our world. We have

begun the circle of our t’shuvah, our journey back to

being the best we can. On Yom Kippur, we will finish

our circle of t’shuvah, so we may be ready for the year

ahead. During the ten days until Yom Kippur, may we

find ways to do acts of tzedakah, to help others.

May we spend these days in health and happiness, 
with family and friends. May each of us be written into 

the Book of Life.
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May the One, may the One who makes peace,

bring peace down, bring peace down.


