
Happy Pesach!

This 4th Edition of the CBI Haggadah is a compilation of many different
Pesach Haggadot and resources and designed to be our first ever Virtual
Seder. I have included traditional rabbinic teachings, as well as readings,
meditations, personal stories, and other writings from thoughtful,
intelligent people who have spent a great deal of time reflecting on this
Festival of Freedom. There’s even videos that will be shared for all to
enjoy. To these many individuals, we owe much gratitude and
appreciation.

The following are the sources that were utilized, sometimes using direct
quotes and sometimes adapting or combining writings. Individual
author’s names have been included when possible. I highly recommend
all of these works and resources that can greatly enhance any Passover
experience. If you have any questions, comments, or would like to know
how to add these resources to your library, please let me know.

Haggadot:
A Different Night: The Family Participation Haggadah
Noam Zion and David Dishon
A Passover Haggadah, Central Conference of American Rabbis
A Night to Remember: The Haggadah of Contemporary Voices
Mishael Zion and Noam Zion
The Schocken Passover Haggadah, Nahum Glatzer 
A Time to Seek; A Time to Speak Passover Haggadah, 

   Rabbi Arthur Nemitoff

Additional Resources:
Creating Lively Passover Seders, David Arnow
www.kosher4passover.com
T’ruah and American Jewish World Service

Chag Sameach,
Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker
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Opening Reflection
Our Seder tonight is filled with symbols, rituals, and the liberation of our People.
We observe these traditions as we sing songs, tell stories, and join together to the best
of our ability with our community.  Seder unites us with Jews throughout the world,
especially when we consider that the primary goal of a Seder is to feel as if each of us
had gone out from Egypt.  For when we do, our Festival of Freedom connects us to
our past while inspiring us to confront the physical and spiritual oppression in our
own day. 

Chatbox Conversation
Think for a moment about the resilience of the Jewish community - what we’ve been
through and what we’ve overcome. What has helped to sustain us in our past? What
do we need to sustain us in the future?

Lighting the Festival Candles
Thank you, God, for bringing our family and friends together to celebrate Pesach.
May the Festival lights we now kindle inspire us to bring light wherever there is
darkness so that we may serve You, O God of Freedom.

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Meleh

ha-olam asher kidsahnu b’mitzvo-tav

v’tzivanu l’hadlik neir shel yom tov.
We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, Who sanctifies our lives with commandments, 

Who has commanded us to kindle the Festival light

Blessing for us all
For our Daughters and Mothers, Grandmothers and Sisters, our Sons and Fathers,
Grandfathers and Brothers, for all of us: 

Y’si-meichah Elohim k’Sarah, Rivkah,
Racheil, v’Lei-ah. k’Ephrayim v’chi-
M’nasheh.

May God guard you as God guarded Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, 
Ephrayim and Menasheh.
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For all
Y’varech’chah Adonai v’yish-m’rechah.
Ya-eir Adonai panav ei-lechah vichu-nekah.
Yissah Adonai panav ei-lechah v’yaseim l’chah
shalom.

May Adonai bless you and keep you.
May Adonai look kindly upon you and be gracious to you.
May Adonai bestow favor upon you and give you peace.

Pour your first cup of wine/juice!

The Order of the Seder
Kaddeish 
UrChatz
Karpas
Yachatz
Maggid
Rachtza

Motzi Matza
Maror
Korech

Shulchan Orech
Tzafun
Barech
Hallel

Nirtzah

First cup and Kiddush
First handwashing

First dipping
Breaking middle matza

Storytelling
Second handwashing
Blessings over Matza

Second dipping
Hillel sandwich
Communal meal

Afikoman
Birkat hamazon
Psalms of praise

Concluding prayer
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KADDEISH The First Cup of Wine

Introduction to the First Cup
Tonight, we come to the Seder table to recount the ancient Israelites’ miraculous
transformation from slavery to freedom. Their story began with an awakening: As our
tradition teaches, Moses saw the burning bush and recognized that he was called to
liberate his people from Egypt. Our journey, too, begins with an awakening: May this
first cup of wine rouse each of us to the many challenges that persists in our world
today. May we recognize our own capacity to make a difference and commit ourselves
to building a better world.

Festival Kiddish

Baruch a-ta Adonai, Eloheinu Melech

ha-olam, borei pe-ri hagafen.

Baruch ata, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam,

asher bachar banu mikol am, ve-romemanu

mikol lashon, vekide-shanu

be-mitsvotav.Vatiten lanu, Adonai Eloheinu,

Be-ahava (Shabatot limnucha u-) mo-adim

le-simcha, chagim uzmanim

le-sason, et yom (hashabat hazeh ve’et yom)

chag hamatsot hazeh  ze-man cheiruteinu,

(Bahavah) mikra kodesh, zeicher litsi-at

Mitsrayim. Ki vanu vacharta ve-otanu

kidashta mikol ha-amim, (veshabat) umo-adei

kodshecha (be-ahava uve-ratson,) be-simcha

uve-sason hinchaltanu.

Baruch ata, Adonai, Me-kadeish (hashabat

ve-) Yisra-eil ve-haz-manim.

Baruch ata, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech

ha-olam, shehecheyanu, vekiye-manu,

vehigiyanu laz’man hazeh.
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We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, who creates the fruit of the vine.
We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, who has chosen us from among the nations and the
languages, sanctifying us by your mitzvot.  Lovingly, You have given us [Shabbat for rest and]
festivals for happiness, including today- [the Shabbat and] the Holiday of the Matzot, the season of
our liberation, a sacred day to gather together and to commemorate the Exodus from Egypt.  For
you have chosen us and sanctified us among the nations.  You have granted us [lovingly the Shabbat
and] joyfully the holidays.  We praise You, Adonai, who sanctifies [the Shabbat and] the people of

Israel and the festivals.

Lean to the Left & Drink the First Cup!

URCHATZ The First Handwashing

The ritual handwashing prepares us for eating finger food, Karpas, the hors d’oeuvres
of the Pesach banquet.  It sanctifies the act of eating. No blessing is said at this time.

KARPAS The First Dipping: Spring Greens

The word “Karpas” comes from the Greek word that means, “fruit of the soil.”  Green
vegetables are nurtured and cared for so they can break through the soil that
surrounds them.  In the same way, the Jewish people broke free from Egyptian slavery
after God nurtured our desire for freedom.  Through the Karpas we thank God for
the springtime, our time of liberation, even as we dip our Karpas in salt water,
recalling the tears of oppression.

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Meleh ha-olam,

Borei P’ri Ha-adamah
We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, who creates the fruit of the earth.

Dip parsley/green vegetable in salt water and eat!
Appetizers anyone? Veggies, fruit?

YACHATZ Breaking the Middle Matza

Being poor is having two blankets for seven people in the family.
Being poor is pretending you don’t care that you got no gift for your birthday.
Being poor is always feeling a little mad because you never have what you need.
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Matza is called the “bread of poverty”. Therefore, the seder begins by breaking the
matza in two and explaining that “this is the bread of poverty and persecution.” In the
midst of our banquet, the broken matza – the symbol of poverty – is meant to jar us
out of our sense of complacency. 

Break the Middle Matza - Save the Afikomen

MAGGID Telling the Story

Shared Video (Rabbi Charlie will share the video with everyone)
Moses and the Passover Story - The Kids Version
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xiBvZQuKZY

Uncover the Matza

Introduction to the Pesach Story
This is the bread of poverty and persecution that our ancestors ate in the land of
Egypt.  As it says in the Torah “seven days shall you eat… matzot – the bread of poverty and
persecution” so that you may “remember that you were a slave in Egypt…”

Let All who are hungry, come and eat
Let All who are in need, come and share the Pesach meal.
This Year we are still here -Next year, in the land of Israel.
This Year we are still slaves – Next year, free people.

“This Year We are Slaves”
What can these words mean? We are slaves because where there is poverty and

hunger and homelessness, there is no freedom; where there is prejudice and bigotry
and discrimination, there is no freedom; where there is violence and torture and war,
there is no freedom.

If these things be so, who among us can say that he or she is free?
 (Leonard Fein, founder of MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, 1985)
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Chatbox Conversation
Our Haggadah offers the hope that next year we will be free. What are the things that
you’re missing most about your freedom? What are the things that this experience has
helped you to appreciate more?

The Four Questions
Ma nish-ta-na ha-lai-la ha-zeh, mee-kol

ha-lei-lot?

She-b’chol haleilot anu ochleen chameitz

umatza ha-lai-la ha-zeh, kulo matza.

She-b’chol haleilot anu ochleen sh’ar

y’ra-kot, ha-lai-la ha-zeh maror.

She-b’chol haleilot ein anu matbeeleen,

afee-lu pa-am achat ha-lai-la ha-zeh,

shtei-p’ameem.

She-b’chol ha-lei-lot anu och-leen, bein

yo-shveen u-vein m’su-been Ha-lai-la

ha-zeh, ku-la-nu m’su-been.

How is this night different from all other nights?
On all other nights, we eat either leavened bread or matza, on this night we eat only matza. 
On all other nights, we eat other kinds of vegetables, on this night we eat bitter herbs.
On all other nights, we need not dip our vegetables even once, on this night we dip twice.
On all other nights, we eat either sitting upright or reclining, on this night we all recline.

Four “Questions”?
When we look closely at the four questions, we see that there is really only one
question: Why is this night different?  The rest of the “questions” are really four
answers that explain why this night is different.  This tradition came about in ancient
times when the goal was to the make the Seder so different that children would ask
questions about the strange meal.  If the child did not or could not come up with any
questions, the head of the household would teach the child by asking and answering a
few set questions beginning with, “why is this night different?”  
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That’s why the Four Questions aren’t really questions at all.  They are answers to the
most basic question about the uniqueness of our Seder.  We recite them lovingly - not
only to amuse us, but also to remind us to create an atmosphere that encourages
curiosity and welcomes all questions.

Answering Our Children
“We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt and Adonai freed us from Egypt with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm.  If God hadn’t taken our ancestors out of Egypt, then
we would still be enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt, along with our children, and our
children’s children.

The Four Children:
Four times the Torah bids us tell our children of the Exodus from Egypt. Four times
the Torah repeats: “And you shall tell your child on that day. . . .”  From this, our
tradition infers that there are different kinds of people.  To each we respond in a
different manner, according to the question, the situation, and the need.

Narrator: What does the wise child say?

Wise Child: “What are the testimonies, the statutes, and the laws which
Adonai our God has commanded you?” (Deut. 6:20)

Narrator: You must tell this child some of the laws of Pesach:

1st Parent: Traditionally, for the mitzvah of eating matza, eat a piece that is 6
¼ inches by 7 inches in two minutes or less without a break. 

Narrator: What does the wicked child say?

Wicked Child: Whatever does this service mean to you?” (Ex. 12:26)

Narrator: This child emphasizes the meaning of the Seder to “you,”
suggesting that it means nothing to the child.  Therefore, you
should say:

2nd Parent: A Seder is about freedom and if freedom means nothing to you,
you’re grounded!
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Narrator: What does the simple child ask?

Simple Child: “What is this?” (Ex. 13:14)

Narrator: And you shall say to that child:

3rd Parent: God freed us from slavery, so tonight we celebrate!

Narrator: For the child who does not know how to ask, “You shall tell your
child on that day, saying:”

4th Parent: How many times do I have to tell you: No texting at the table!  A
Seder is about freedom and if you think your cell phone is more
important than freedom, you’re grounded!

Narrator: After all of the questions, let’s answer a few by hearing the
Passover story.

Chatbox Speed Maggid: 
From Abigail Pogrebin’s Haggadah (some adapted)
We’re going to go quick, so be ready to type! 

Please let Rabbi ask the question first!
If you look ahead and research the hard ones, no one will know.
Humorous answers are welcome, but keep it family friendly!

Ready???

In which of the five books of Moses does the Passover story appear?
What is the Hebrew word for the book of Exodus?
Who brought us down to Egypt in the first place?
A new Pharaoh arose after Joseph died – what did he do?
What was the Pharaoh’s harshest decree?
There are two midwives who refuse to do what Pharaoh wants – what are their
names?

•

•

•

•

•

•
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What is the name of Moses’ sister?
What is the name of Moses’ mother?
When Moses’ mom doesn’t feel like she can hide him anymore, what does she do
with him?
Who watches over his basket and makes sure he gets down the Nile safely?
Who finds Moses and pulls him out of the basket?
Who takes care of Moses in the Pharaoh’s daughter’s house?
When Moses sees the Israelite slaves building pyramids in the terrible heat and then
sees an Egyptian start beating a slave – what does Moses do?
When he runs away, Moses gets a new job – what is it?
Who does he marry?
What is her dad’s name?
One day, Moses is caring for his sheep and God appears to him in what form?
When Moses approaches the burning bush, God tell him to remove something he’s
wearing – what is it? Why?
What task does God ask Moses to do?
How does Moses respond?
To give Moses confidence, God shows Moses a couple tricks to help convince the
people – can you name one?
Who goes with Moses to speak to Pharaoh?
When Moses approaches Pharaoh the first time, how does Pharaoh respond?
God sends the 10 plagues. What’s the first? What’s the second? What’s the ninth?
How does God know to protect the Jewish houses from the last plague – what did
they do?
When the Israelites leave Egypt quickly, what food do they take with them?
When the Israelites are at the sea and praying isn’t working, according to our
Rabbis, who jumps in first and thanks to his faith, the sea parts?
What does Miriam do once the Israelites are safely across?

According to our tradition, the Israelites remained in Egypt for four hundred
and thirty years, but ultimately God brought us out of Egypt - not through a
messenger or intermediary, but God alone.  So in every generation we thank God by
celebrating this Festival of Pesach.

•

•

•
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Enemies in Every Generation
At the same time, we also remember this night because our history shows us that in
every generation enemies have rose up to destroy us...

70  Second Temple destroyed by Romans  
135 Bar Kochba Revolt suppressed by Rome  
627 Arabian Jewish tribes killed by Mohammed  
873 Forced baptism of Byzantine Jews  

992 Limoges’ Jews expelled from France for witchcraft  
1007 Egyptian Jews persecuted - Arabic translation of the Haggadah praises drowning of Egyptian Ruler (Pharaoh)  
1096 First Crusade:  Jews murdered  
1141 Forced conversion of Jews of Spain by Muslim tribes  

1144 First blood libel in Norwich, England  
1147 Second Crusade  
1189 Third Crusade  
1215  Pope Innocent III orders Jews to wear distinctive badge or clothes  

1242 Talmud burned in Paris  
1290 Jews expelled from England  
1306 Jews expelled from France  
1348 Black Plague blamed on the Jews  

1391 Spanish Inquisition, riots and forced conversions  
1492  Jews expelled from Spain by Ferdinand and Isabella  
1495 Jew expelled from Lithuania  
1496 Jews expelled from Portugal  

1500 Jews expelled from Provence  
1510 Jew expelled from Napoli  
1536 Jews expelled from Saxony, Germany  
1597 Jews expelled from Milan  

1648 Ukrainian Jews slaughtered in Cossack’s Rebellion led by Chmielnitzki  
1736 Iranian Jews killed or forcibly converted  
1840 Blood libel of Damascus  
1881 Wave of Pogroms in Russia  

1894 Alfred Dreyfus arrested in France as spy  
1903 Pogroms in Kishinev, Russia  
1929 Pogroms in Mandate Palestine  
1935 Nuremberg Laws in Germany  

1938 Kristalnacht – synagogues burned, leaders deported to Dachau in Germany  
1942 Wannsee Conference in Berlin decides on the Final Solution.

...Yet the Holy One keeps the promise to save us from their hands.
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The Plagues of Egypt
Our rabbis taught:  When the Egyptian armies were drowning in the sea, the
Heavenly Hosts broke out in songs of jubilation.  God silenced them and said, “My
creatures are perishing, and you sing praises?”  Therefore, “by spilling a drop of wine,
from the Pesach cup for each plague, we acknowledge that our own joy is lessened
and incomplete.  For our redemption had come by means of the punishment of other
human beings.  Even though these are just punishments for evil acts, our Bible teaches
‘Do not rejoice at the fall of your enemy;” (Proverbs 24:17).  

We therefore pour ten drops for the plagues upon Egypt.

Dam,

Tzfardeyah,

Kinim,

Arov,

Dever,

Sh’hin,

Barad,

Arbeh,

Hosheh,

Makat B’chorot

Blood 

Frogs 

Lice 

Wild Beasts 

Blight 

Boils 

Hail 

Locusts 

Darkness 

Slaying of the First-Born

Introduction to Dayeinu
While we can acknowledge the pain of our oppressors, we are very thankful for the
freedoms we have.  The principle of “dayeinu,” of giving thanks even for the partial
and incomplete, is crucial for living in this uncertain world in which few dreams ever
come to total fruition.  We thank God every day for the miracle of being alive.  In
learning gratitude to God we also learn to show gratitude to parents and children,
teachers, loved ones, and friends, even when their efforts fall short of completeness.
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Shared Video (Rabbi Charlie will share the video with everyone)
Dayeinu Karaoke!

----Get ready to sing fast!----
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ce0HIP7A0M 

Creative Translation (In case the karaoke version wasn’t enough)

1. Had God saved us, saved us, saved us
Saved us from the mean Egyptians
Without smashing all their idols,
Dayeinu

2. Had God given us the Shabbas
Day of rest you surely can’t miss 
But not brought us to Mount Sinai,
Dayeinu

3. Had God given us the Torah
Where we sang and danced the Hora
And not led us into Israel, 
Dayeinu

4. Had God led us into Israel
(So far this is quite a long tale)
But had not made Manischewitz,
Dayeinu

(adapted from )

The Pesach Lamb, Matza, and Maror (and Orange)
According to the Mishnah, Rabbi Gamliel said:  Whoever does not consider well the
meaning of these three, pesach, matza, maror, has not fulfilled the purpose of the Seder

What is the meaning of the Pesach lamb?  What does it represent?

In family groups, our people ate the paschal lamb when the Temple was still standing.
For them, the pesach was a reminder that God passed over and protected (pesach) the
houses of our ancestors in Egypt during the redemption. The mezuzzah on our
doorposts today continue to remind us of God’s presence in our lives.

What is the meaning of the matza we eat? What does it represent?
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Matza was meant to recall that the dough prepared by our people had no time to rise
before the final act of Redemption.  “And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough
since they had been driven out of Egypt and could not delay, nor had prepared
provisions for themselves.”  It is the bread of slavery, the bread of necessity.  Every
time we eat it we thank God for our freedom and we share the pain of those who are
still oppressed.  

What is the meaning of the maror? What does it represent?

It was eaten, they said, because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our people, as it
is written:  “With hard labor at mortar and brick and in all sorts of work in the field,
with all the tasks ruthlessly imposed upon them.” Today, as well, wherever slavery
remains, Jews taste its bitterness.

To this list, we also add: 
What is the meaning of the orange? What does it represent?

At first glace, the orange might appear out of place on the seder plate.  This
represents how over the years and in recent days, there are many in the Jewish
community that have been made to feel the outsider within the walls of a synagogue.
But the orange has many segments, each one is sweet, each one is savored.  The
orange reminds us of the value of every member of our community. 

Chatbox Conversation
Which item on the Seder Plate carries the most significance for you? If you chose to
add a unique item to your Seder plate this year, what was it and what does it
symbolize?

Personal Exodus
In every generation one is obligated to see oneself as one who personally went out
from Egypt.  Just as it says: “You shall tell your child on that very day: ‘It’s because of
this that God did for me when I went out from Egypt’” (Ex. 13:8).
Not only were our ancestors redeemed by the Holy One, But even we were
redeemed with them.  Just as it says: “God took us out from there in order to bring us
and to give us the land God swore to our ancestors” (Deut. 6:23).
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In every generation a person is obligated
"In every generation a person is obligated to see themselves as if they had left
Egypt." The text does not say that every Jew is obligated, but every person. Why?
Because each of us should understand that in our generation, just as in our ancestors'
generation, the status quo is not inevitable. Pharaoh thought himself invincible. The
Israelites believed their troubles would never end. But they were all wrong. In every
generation there is inequality and oppression and brokenness. This is universal, which
is why the Exodus has been taken up by oppressed peoples everywhere on earth. As
we relive the Exodus, we feel the pain of those who are suffering, reminding us to
work together to repair what is broken in society and our world.

Cover the Matza, Make sure your 2nd cup is full

Introduction to Hallel
Therefore, let us rejoice at the wonder of our deliverance:

From bondage to freedom, From agony to joy,
From mourning to festivity, From darkness to light,

From servitude to redemption!
Let us sing before God a new song, Halleluyah!

Psalm 114
When Israel went forth from Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from amidst another people,  
Judah became God’s holy one, Israel, God’s dominion.  

The sea saw them and fled; 
The Jordan turned back in its course,  

Mountains skipped like rams, 
Hills like young sheep.  

What alarmed you, O sea, that you fled, 
And you O Jordan, that you turned  backward,  

And why did you O mountains, skip like rams, 
Why did you, O hills, leap like lambs?  

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of Adonai, 
At the presence of the God of Jacob,  

Who turned the rock into a pool of water, 
The flint into a flowing fountain. 
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The Cup of Redemption
The truth is, it doesn’t take any great supernatural powers to bring about a plague.
We all have the power to destroy life and to destroy the earth. But it does take great
holy powers to reverse a plague, to heal the sick, to heal our planet, to heal hatred and
war.  The Healing Hand of God acting through us is what will save us and lead us from
constriction to wide open spaces, from fear to faith, from darkness to light, from
worry to peace of mind, from economic hardship to abundance, from illness to health.

Let us raise a glass and drink a Cup of Praise to the Soul of Souls, Who fills us with the
power to end all plagues. (Rabbi Naomi Levy, “God Does Not Bring Plagues”)

Baruch a-ta, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech

ha-olam, borei pe-ri hagafen.

We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, who creates the fruit of the vine.

Lean to the Left and Drink the Wine/Juice!

RACHATZA Washing Before Eating Matza

Our hands were touched by this water earlier during tonight’s Seder, but this time is
different. This is a deeper step than that. This act of washing our hands is accompanied
by a blessing, for in this moment we feel our People’s story more viscerally, having
just retold it during Maggid. Now, having re-experienced the majesty of the Jewish
journey from degradation to dignity, we raise our hands in holiness, remembering
once again that our liberation is bound up with all people. Each step we take with
others towards liberation is a blessing.

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech

haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav

v’tzivanu al n’tilat yadayim.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the Universe, who sanctified us with Divine mitzvot and

commanded us on the washing of the hands.

Uncover the Matza
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MOTZI/MATZA Eating the Matza

Matza represents both being unprepared and responding creatively to novel situations.
Even though we have been caught off guard, we are figuring out how to live [in this
strange time], and we will turn our Bread of Affliction into Bread of Freedom (Rabbi
Debora Gordon). That’s our kavanah/intention as together, we perform the mitzvah
of eating matza. 

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech

haolam, hamotzi lechem min ha-aretz.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the Universe, 

who brings forth bread from the earth.

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech

haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav

v’tzivanu al achilat matza.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the Universe, 

who sanctified us by commanding us to eat matza.

MAROR Eating the Bitter Herbs (dipped in charoset)

As the Four Questions pointed out, we dip twice in our Seder. The two dippings are
opposites. The first time, as we prepare to enter a world of slavery, we dip a green
vegetable into saltwater, marring its life-giving freshness with the taste of tears. The
second time, as we move towards redemption, we moderate the bitterness of maror
with the sweetness of charoset. We need reminders of the bitterness of slavery and
oppression. In addition, any time we find ourselves immersed in sadness and
suffering, may we always have the courage to know that blessing is coming. Together
we are ready to perform the mitzvah of eating maror.

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech

haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav

v’tzivanu al achilat maror.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the Universe, 

who has sanctified us by commanding us to eat maror.



KORECH Hillel’s Sandwich

Preserving a bond with the observance of our ancestors, we follow a practice of
Hillel, from the time when the Temple stood.  He combined the Pesach lamb, the
matza, and the maror and ate them together, so that he might observe the teaching:
“They shall eat the Pesach lamb with matza and maror” (Num. 9:11).  We now give
honor to this memory by eating a sandwich of matza, maror, and charoset.

Chatbox Conversation
What’s your favorite Seder food?

SHULCHAN ORECH The Festival Meal

We will meet back in one hour for the conclusion of our Seder
See you soon!

TZAFUN Eating the Afikoman

Note about the Afikoman
Originally a term that relates to the Greek custom of going around from house to
house after a celebration, the Afikoman comes to be interpreted in the Talmud as the
final item that we eat - a simple piece of matza that replaces the Pesach lamb.
Traditionally, it is the last item that is eaten, with the exception of the final two
glasses of wine. 

Chatbox Conversation
Tradition says that Elijah the Prophet is supposed to announce the coming of the
Messiah. If you could send Elijah to any spot on the globe to make the announcement
of the Messiah, where would you send him?
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BAREICH The Blessing After the Meal

Shir Hama-a-lot, b’shuv Adonai et shivat Tzion

Hayinu k’cholmim. Az y’malei s’chok pinu

ul-shoneinu rina, az yomru vagoyim: “Higdil

Adonai la-a-sot im eileh.” Higdil Adonai la-asot

imanu, hayinu s’meichim. Shuva Adonai et

sh’viteinu ka-afikim banegev. Hazor’im b’dima

b’rina yik-tzoru. Haloch yeileich uvacho, nosei

meshech hazara. Bo yavo v’rina nosei alumotav.

A song of ascents. When God brought the exiles back to Zion it was like a dream. Then our mouths were
filled with laughter and our tongues with song. Then was it said among the nations: “God has done great
things for them.” Truly God has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. Bring us from exile, God, as the
streams return to the Negev; those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. Those who go out weeping, bearing

sacks of seeds, shall return with joy, bearing their sheaves.

Leader:

Chaveirai n’vareich.

Group (Leader Repeats):

Y’hi sheim Adonai m’vorach mei-atah v’ad

olam.

Leader:

Birshut chaveirai n’vareich Eloheinu

she-achalnu mishelo.

Group (Leader Repeats):

Baruch Eloheinu she-achalnu mishelo

uv-tuvo chayinu.

All:

Baruch hu u-varuch sh’mo.

Let us thank God. Blessed is the name of God now and forever. With your permission, let us thank God
whose food we have eaten. Blessed is God whose food we have eaten and through whose goodness we live.

Blessed is God and Blessed is God’s name.
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Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech

ha-olam, hazan et ha-olam kulo b’tuvo b’chein

b’chesed uv-rachamim, hu notein lechem

l’chol-basar, ki l’olam chasdo,

uv-tuvo hagadol tamid lo chasar lanu v’al

yechsar lanu mazon l’olam va-ed.

Ba-avur sh’mo hagadol, ki hu Eil zan

um-farneis lakol, u-meitiv lakol u-meichin

mazon l’chol-b’riyotav asher bara. Baruch atah

Adonai, hazan et hakol.

Blessed is The Lord our God, Sovereign of the universe, who sustains the entire world with goodness,
kindness and mercy. God gives food to all creatures, for God’s mercy is everlasting. Through God’s abundant
goodness we have not lacked sustenance, and may we not lack sustenance forever, for the sake of God’s great
name. God sustains all, does good to all, and provides food for all the creatures whom God has created.

Blessed is The Lord our God, who provides food for all.

Kakatuv: V’achalta v’savata uveirachta et

Adonai Elohecha al  ha-aretz hatova asher

natan lach. Baruch Atah Adonai, al ha-aretz

v’al hamazon.

As it is written: “When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to Adonai your God for the good land which
God has given you.” Blessed is Adonai for the land and its produce.

Uv-nei Y’rushalayim ir hakodesh  bimheira

v’yameinu. Baruch ata  Adonai, boneh

v’rachamav Y’rushalayim. Amen.

May God rebuild Jerusalem, the holy city, speedily in our lifetime. Blessed is Adonai, who restores Jerusalem
with mercy. Amen
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Harachaman, hu yimloch aleinu l’olam

va’ed.

Harachaman, hu yitbarach bashamayim

uva’aretz.

Harachaman, hu yishlach b’racha  m’ruba

babayit hazeh v’al shulchan zeh

she-achalnu alav.

May the Merciful One Rule over us forever and ever.  May the Merciful One be blessed in heaven and on
earth. May the Merciful One send abundant blessing upon this dwelling and the table at which we have eaten.

Harachaman, hu yanchileinu yom shekulo

tov.

Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya-aseh shalom

aleinu v’al kol Yisrael, v’imru amein.

Adonai oz l’amo yitein Adonai y’vareich

et-amo vashalom.

May the Merciful One grant us the day that will be entirely good. May the One who makes peace in the
heavens let peace descend on all us, and let us say Amen. May Adonai give strength to our people; may

Adonai bless our people with peace.

Third Cup of Wine/Juice
The story of the Exodus from Egypt had a happy ending – darkness gave way to light
and the oppression of Egyptian slavery gave way to freedom. Yet the people suffered,
the Israelites didn’t believe Moses at first, and initially, Moses’ efforts made the
situation worse, not better. As we drink our third cup of wine, we understand the
path to freedom is filled with false starts, uncertainty, and struggles - struggles that
ultimately are worthwhile when they lead us toward redemption. Together we will
perform the mitzvah of the third cup of wine, which concludes this Pesach meal.

Baruch a-ta, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech

ha-olam, borei pe-ri hagafen.
We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, who creates the fruit of the vine.
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Lean to the Left and Drink the Wine/Juice!

Then open the Door for Elijah the Prophet

Cup of Elijah
Now the seder focuses on the hope for future redemption symbolized by Elijah the
Prophet, bearer of good news.  

May the Merciful One send Elijah the prophet to announce good news about
redemption and comfort - fulfilling the promise: “I will send you Elijah the prophet
before Adonai’s great and awesome day.  He will reconcile the hearts of parents to
their children and children to their parents...” (Malachi 3:24).

This day begins when we all acknowledge that our actions matter.  We praise You,
Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, Who has sanctified us with Your commandment and
commanded us to renew the hope of Redemption!

Eliyah hanavi, Eliyahu hatishbi

Eliyahu, Eliyahu, Eliyahu hagiladi

Bimheira b’yameinu yavo aleinu im mashiach

ben David im mashiach ben David

Elijah the prophet, Elijah the Tishabite, Elijah the Giladite! May he soon come to us along with the Messiah,
son of David.

Close the Door

Miriam’s Cup
As Elijah’s cup helps us pray for the hope of a future redemption, Miriam’s cup
represents the hope for redemption in our own lives.  Miriam watched over Moses as
he floated down the Nile and led the rejoicing at the Sea.  She dwelled with us on our
journeys, accompanied by a miraculous source of water.  “Miriam’s Well”, as it was
called, not only quenched thirst; it also cured body and soul.  Both Miriam and her
well were spiritual oases in the desert, bedrock sources of nurturance and healing.
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Tonight at our Seder, let us remember that we are still on the journey. May the Cup
of Miriam refresh, inspire, and transform us in all of our journeys both as individuals
and a people through today’s wilderness.

We raise her goblet filled with water and recite this prayer together:
You abound in blessings, God, creator of the universe, Who sustains us
with living water.  May we, like the children of Israel leaving Egypt, be
guarded and nurtured and kept alive in the wilderness, and may You
give us wisdom to understand that the journey itself holds the promise of
redemption.  Amen.

If you choose, you may drink the water of Miriam’s Goblet

The Fourth Cup of Wine/Juice
Together we will perform the mitzvah of the fourth cup of wine.

Baruch a-ta, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech

ha-olam, borei pe-ri hagafen.
We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Existence, who creates the fruit of the vine.

Lean to the Left and Drink the Wine/Juice!

Blessing After the Fourth Cup
Blessed are you, Adonai, for the vine and the fruit, for the beautiful and spacious land
You gave us.  Have mercy on us and bring us there to eat its fruits.  Grant us
happiness on this Feast of Matzot.  We praise You, Adonai, for the land and for the
fruit of the vine.
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Counting the Omer
In ancient Israel, Passover was not only a celebration of freedom – it also

represented the beginning of the grain harvest.  According to the Mishnah, on the 2nd

night of Pesach, Jews would mark the seasonal harvest by setting aside a bundle of
barley, called an “omer.”  The count lasts for fifty days, beginning tonight and ending
on Shavuot.

Most of us are no longer farmers, but this ancient tradition can still be
meaningful. Instead of bundles of grain, we can collect tzedakah or cans of food.  Not
everyone has had a good harvest this past year and food banks tend to run low in the
summertime, so this is a great time to connect our tradition and communal need.

Each day, for the next seven weeks, count the omer at home. When you do,
set aside a can of food or a dollar or a quarter and watch the pile grow. After Shavuot,
we’ll be able to make a much needed donation and help to sustain people who need it.

Together, we will perform the mitzvah of counting the Omer

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu Melech

haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav

v’tzivanu al sefirat ha-omer.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the Universe, 

who sanctified us by commanding us to count the Omer.

Hayom yom echad la-omer

Today is the first day of the Omer

Adir Hu

Adir Hu, Adir Hu,

Yivneh Veito B’karov,

Bim-hei-rah, Bim-hei-rah,

B’yameinu B’karov.

Eil B’nei, Eil B’nei

B’nei Veit’cha B’karov

God of Might, God of Right...We would bow before You.
Sing Your praise in these days, Celebrate Your glory,
As we hear, year by year, Freedom’s wondrous story.
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Hatikvah

Kol od balevav penimah

Nefesh Yehudi homiyah

Ulfatei mizrach kadimah

Ayin leTziyon Tzofiyah

Od lo avdah tikvateinu

Hatikvah (bat) shnot alpayim

Lihiyot am chofshi b'artzeinu

Eretz Tziyon viYrushalayim.
So long as still within the inmost heart a Jewish spirit is bustling, and an eye looks east, gazing toward Zion,
our hope is not yet lost:  The hope of two thousand years to be a free people in our own land, in the land of

Zion and Jerusalem.

God Bless America
God Bless America. Land that I love. 
Stand beside her, and guide her, thru the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies, to the oceans, white with foam,
God bless America my home sweet home."

NIRTZAH Conclusion

And so we end the Passover Seder.  We have conducted it according to custom,
according to law.  With the same earnestness that we have prepared for it, may we
live our lives throughout the year.  Just as we have been privileged to celebrate it this
year, may we be worthy of performing it in the future as well. May there be freedom
and peace for us!  May there be freedom and peace for everyone!

L’shana haba-ah bi-Yerushalayim!

Next year in Jerusalem!
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Additional Songs and Pesach Fun

Super Secret Terrible Pesach One Liners from Rabbinic Colleagues:
· Why did the guests leave the seder after the matzah was eaten? Crumby service.
· What sport did they play during the plague of frogs? Croak-ette.
· What do you call Lice on a bald man's head? Homeless
· What kind of shoes did the Egyptians wear during the plagues? Open TOAD
· What do cows eat on passover? ShMOOrah matzah
· What did the grape do when he got stepped on? Let out a little wine.
· What's the best cheese for Passover? matzah-rella.
· What was the name of the secret spy for the Jews in Egypt? Bondage, James

Bondage.
· What's the best dance for Passover? The matzah-rena.
· What do you call someone who derives pleasure from the bread of affliction? A

matzochist
· Why do we have a Haggadah for Passover? So we can SEDER right words
· How did the matzah feel about becoming the afikoman? He was BROKEN UP

about it.
· Can Elijah get through a screen door? He can, but it’s a STRAIN!
· Which Village People song is most appropriate for Pesach? "Matzo matzo man....

I've got to be a matzo man."
· Why were the Israelites constipated...cuz Pharaoh wouldn't let them go....
· How does Moses make coffee? HeBREWS it.
· What does a lion say on Passover? maRROR

Chad Gadya - The One Kid (little goat)

Chorus:
Chad Gadya, Chad Gadya
That Abba bought for two zuzeem.
Chad Gadya, Chad Gadya

Along came the cat (“meow”) that ate the kid (“maa”)
That Abba bought for two zuzeem.
Chad Gadya, Chad Gadya
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Final Verse:
Then came the Holy One, blessed be He
And destroyed the angel of death
That slew the slaughterer
That killed the ox (“slurp”)
That drank the water (“gurgle”)
That quenched the fire(“sizzle, crackle”)
That burned the stick (“bang”)
That beat the dog (“woof”)
That bit the cat (“meow”)
That ate the kid (“maa”)
That my Abba bought for two zuzeem.
Chad Gadya, Chad Gadya

Who Knows One?

1 is our God, who is in heaven and on earth.
2 are the tablets of the Covenant.
3 are the Fathers.
4 are the Mothers.
5 are the books of the Torah.
6 are the sections of the Mishna.
7 are the days of the Week.
8 are the day before Circumcision.
9 are the months of Pregnancy.
10 are the Ten commandments.
11 are the stars in Joseph’s dream.
12 are the Tribes of Israel.
13 are God’s attributes of mercy.
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