
 

 
1641 N. Forest Road 
Williamsville, NY  14221 
716-838-3232  
office@btzbuffalo.org  

April 2022 

Dear Temple Beth Tzedek Family, 

Wow, what a year! 

It’s been a year filled with difficult challenges, but also great resiliency, a year that divided us 
physically, but in many ways brought us closer together. A year that pushed us to rethink and 
rework the concept of community.  After all, Temple Beth Tzedek is more than our very 
stunning building. TBT provides you and me with the opportunity to build Jewish community in 
Western New York.  

This synagogue forged ahead with massive endeavors.  We completed our beautiful new 
kosher kitchen, ordered furniture for our new lounge and have begun the renovations of our 
social hall. For the first time in a long time, we added a special “Shabbat is here” program for 
our young families, a supplemental learning class on Thursday for our kindergarten through 
sixth graders, and Tinok Time for the youngest of our community.  All these things make us 
more viable going forward, but they all cost money to create and maintain. 

We stand resilient, strong, and determined to rise above the challenges. To support our 
collective mission of helping Temple Beth Tzedek be a vehicle for creating light through the 
darkness, your continued commitment and membership to TBT is paramount.   

Our pledge system is based on a maintenance level, which for this coming year will be $2,550 
for every “Family” Membership Unit and $1,920 for each “Single” Membership Unit.  If 
everyone paid this amount, the synagogue would be able to pay all its bills and not be forced 
to cut the budget or borrow the money to cover our expenses.  

We know that not everyone is able to pay these amounts.  We are fortunate to have members 
who can pay more than those amounts which help cover for those that cannot.  All we ask is 
for everyone to give what they can afford.  The honesty and integrity of all members is vital to 
make this system work the way it was intended.  If everyone gives what they truly can, that will 
make a huge difference for your synagogue and allow us to continue to provide all the services 
that make TBT what it is. 

We understand that some people are experiencing financial challenges, so, we are asking 
those who are blessed with the ability to give a bit more to please join our Giving Circles. 
Joining our Giving Circles will allow struggling individuals and families to continue their 
membership. The Giving Circle Membership levels are $3,690 for the Ezekiel Society, $5,940 
for the Isaiah Society, and $7,920 for The Jeremiah Society. 

People join Temple Beth Tzedek for so many different reasons – to make friends, learn, 
sing, share Shabbat and holidays, educate their children, improve the world through 
social justice, be charitable, honor our tradition, ensure the survival of Judaism and the 
Jewish people, and so much more.  For many of us, our commitment to being part of 
Temple Beth Tzedek is rooted in our desire to make a difference now, and in the future. 



Whether we participate in synagogue life each week, just on the High Holy Days, or 
somewhere in between, we want to create and support a community of caring people 
with a wide-ranging educational, spiritual, and altruistic mission.  We are proud of all that 
Temple Beth Tzedek offers us, but even more grateful that our powerfully inclusive community 
has removed all barriers for others who are in search of meaning, values, and community.  All 
our doors and windows are open to the world and our welcome sign constantly shines brightly. 

We continue enthusiastically to invite, welcome, and find a place for everyone, from 
every background, including those with challenging questions, prior alienation, 
personal hesitation, ambivalent skepticism, or long absence from Judaism.  

Please ask your friends to watch our services, take our adult education classes, join our 
congregation, and educate their children in our school.  Consider sending them this letter and 
give them the opportunity for a dynamic Jewish experience. 

Ask not what your congregation can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
congregation. 

It is easier being Jewish now than ever before, not just because of our openness and 
inclusivity, but because, during the pandemic, tragic as it truly is, you can participate in 
Shabbat services, Zoom meetings and events, adult education and so much more from home! 

Thank you, everyone, for appreciating all that Temple Beth Tzedek provides and for 
answering the call with a resounding “yes,” and with the biblical “Hineni” – “Here I 
Am!” 

Your membership pledge form is enclosed.  We need everyone to make a pledge 
consistent with their financial situation.  Every week following the haftarah, we recite 
the misheberach prayer for those who serve the community, “May G-d bless…those 
who give funds for heat and light, and wine for kiddush and havdalah, bread to the 
wayfarer and charity to the poor; and all who devotedly involve themselves with the 
needs of this community…” 

May we all be blessed to be part of building a stronger congregation. 

L’Shalom  

Marcia Goldstein - President   


