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Weekly Message from Rabbi Peltz 

 

This Shabbat is known as Shabbat Shuva, the Shabbat of Return. It is one more landmark on the 

journey of teshuvah, of reflection and introspection, that began over a month ago with the start of 

Elul, continued with Selihot services before Rosh Hashanah, and culminates this week, which is 

known as the Aseret Yemai Teshuvah, the Ten Days of Repentance between our High Holy 

Days. During this time we challenge ourselves to look in the mirror of our values. To see if how 

we live – our actions, our words, and the causes we support – are in line with our religious and 

spiritual ideals. Challenging ourselves – our opinions, our actions, our politics – is 

uncomfortable. But without challenge, there can be no growth. 

 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, whom we lost as Rosh Hashanah began, was an inspiring figure for 

many reasons. If you haven’t yet watched the eulogy given by my colleague, Rabbi Lauren 

Holtzblatt, at Justice Ginsburg’s funeral service then I would strongly encourage you to take a 

few minutes to click on this link (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-_BiHf61Xg) to see it. In 

the many stories told about her over these last few days, there is one that really speaks to this 

process of teshuvah. One day Justice Ginsburg got a call from her colleague and friend Justice 

Antonin Scalia. Justice Scalia had just interviewed a promising Columbia Law School graduate 

who wanted to clerk for him. But Justice Scalia didn’t have any positions left. So he called 

Justice Ginsburg to see if she needed anyone. Justice Ginsburg interviewed the newly minted 

lawyer and hired him. The young clerk was surprised at the offer. He was an “originalist,” in the 

mold of Justice Scalia, and he asked Justice Ginsburg why would she want him as a clerk. She 

responded, “To challenge my assumptions.” This story reminds me of another story. 

 

In the Talmud we learn about Rabbi Yohanan’s grief at the death of his hevruta (study partner) 

Resh Lakish. Rabbi Yohanan began learning with someone else, who had a reputation as a great 

Torah scholar. Here’s what happened when they started learning together: “On every statement 

that Rabbi Yohanan would say, his new hevruta would reply: 'There is a teaching which supports 

you.' Rabbi Yohanan said: 'You are no Resh Lakish! For when I stated a law, Resh Lakish would 

raise twenty-four objections, to which I gave twenty-four answers, which consequently led to a 

fuller comprehension of the law.’” Rabbi Yohanan, like Justice Ginsburg, understood that being 

challenged, being pushed out of our comfort zone, listening to different opinions, and being open 

to reconsidering our own, leads to greater understanding. It pushes us to better articulate our 

values, and to put them into action. Being challenged helps us to grow. Justice Ginsburg 

understood this, and it helped her become a model of justice. May we too, on this Shabbat 

Shuva, learn from her example. 
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