
Temple Beth Sholom  Rabbi’s Message February 23, 2023        Rabbi Bryan Wexler 
  

 

Just the other day, we began the new month of Adar.  The Talmud teaches   משנכנס
 when the month of Adar begins, our joy increases.  Adar is a-אדר מרבין בשמחה
month of happiness and celebration, perhaps best marked by our celebration of 
Purim which is on the 14th of Adar (this year Purim is on Monday evening, March 
6th and Tuesday, March 7th).  We look forward to our Purim Rocks celebrations at 
TBS as we celebrate Purim together. 
 
But Purim is not the only reason for joy and connection to Adar during this time of 
the year.   In this week’s Torah portion, Terumah, God commands Moses to build 
the Mishkan (Tabernacle), the portable sanctuary and dwelling place for God that 
the Israelites will carry with them during their years of wandering in the 
wilderness. There is a midrash that magnificently connects the Mishkan to Adar as 
it teaches that when God commanded the building of the Mishkan, He made the 
following request: 
 

ֶאְצְלֶכם   ָאדּורֶׁשָּכל ָמקֹום ֶׁשַאָּתה הֹוֵל� ִקיטֹון ֶאָחד ֲעֵׂשה ִלי, ׁשֶ   
Every place that you go, make a small place for Me so that I may dwell with you. 

 
The word  ֶָאדּורׁש  means “so that I may dwell,” and within that word we find the 
word Adar (alef, dalet, resh).  So the word adar connotes God’s desire to be close 
to us and we are reminded of this message each year both when we read parashat 
Terumah and when we arrive at the month of Adar.  God wants to be close to 
us.  God wants to live with us.  All we need to do is let God in--- to build small 
places in our lives suitable for G-d’s presence.  We do this through our 
relationships, through our work, through the performance of mitzvot, and through 
the very ways that we live our everyday lives. And in doing so, we also bring joy 
into our lives as well.  During the month of Adar (and really all year long), God 
reaches out to dwell in our midst.  Our challenge is: will we reach out to God as 
well? 
 
May this month of Adar be a month of outreach and deep connection.  May it be a 
month in which we strive to make small places for God to dwell everywhere we 
go.  May this Adar be a time of great presence and joy. 
 
Shabbat Shalom. 
 


