
October 22, 2020 - Noah 

Weekly Message from Rabbi Wexler 

 

It was April 11th. We were a little less than one month into the pandemic. There were many 

unknowns. We had no idea that come late October, we would still be wearing masks, socially 

distancing, and COVID cases would be on the rise. Yet, amidst lockdown, what we did know, was 

that the TBS building was going to remain closed much longer than the initially planned two weeks, 

and that we were in this Pandemic for the long haul. Saturday April 11th was the third day of 

Passover. Shabbat had just ended. We had experienced virtual seders the two nights before. As 

Shabbat ended, Rabbi Peltz sent the TBS staff an e-mail he had received a few days prior. The e-

mail contained a photo with a beautiful rainbow stretching across the sky, framing TBS in its 

peaceful arc. 

 

I have been thinking about that rainbow periodically for the last 6+ months, and especially this 

week as we are reading parashat Noach. The story of Noah’s Ark begins with destruction, 

uncertainty and great loss. But, it ends with a rainbow; a promise from God to never destroy the 

world again. 

 

The rainbow serves as a reminder to us and to God, of our covenant. But why a rainbow? Rabbi 

Joseph Behor Shor (12th century France) explains that a rainbow is not just a rainbow. Rather, it’s 

God showing God’s self. This is based on a verse from Ezekiel (1:28) comparing God’s presence to 

a rainbow: “Like the appearance of the bow which shines in the clouds on a day of rain… was the 

appearance of the semblance of the Presence of the Lord.” 

 

Nachmanides (13th century, Spain) explains that the flood was God taking aim at the earth, but the 

bow of the rainbow points away from earth and has no string or arrows. Displaying this disabled 

weapon, is sort of like a ceasefire. In this sense, a rainbow is about God setting aside God’s anger 

and making peace with us. 

 

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch (19th century, Germany) offers one of my favorite explanations. He 

suggests that each of the different colors of the rainbow represents a different kind of person. The 

rainbow is thus a symbol of diversity and unity. 

 

Finally, allow me to offer one more interpretation. The rainbow is a half-circle. It represents God’s 

commitment to us. Our job is to complete the circle. We must do our part; to be God’s partners in 

caring for the world and for one another. 

 

Maya Angelou said: “God put the rainbow in the clouds, not just in the sky…. It is wise to realize 

we already have rainbows in our clouds, or we wouldn’t be here. If the rainbow is in the clouds, 

then in the worst of times, there is the possibility of seeing hope…. We can say, ‘I can be a rainbow 

in the clouds for someone else.’ That may be our calling.” 

 

The number of COVID cases is back on the rise in New Jersey. We could use a rainbow right now. 

But perhaps God’s rainbow is always there, and it is merely up to us to complete the circle by being 

a rainbow for others. 

 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 


