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Yesterday, I sent an e-mail out to our 7th and 8th grade parents explaining that this Sunday in our 

HaMakom High School program, we would be having a special session for our teens to talk 

about antisemitism. Why? Because we have learned of antisemitic incidents and tropes that our 

teens have been faced with in recent weeks; students doing heil Hitler salutes and others being 

told they are racists for knowing Hebrew and supporting Israel. At TBS, we are dedicated to 

helping our teens develop and cultivate their Jewish identities, learn about our tradition, and 

acquire the tools to be the best versions of themselves, be advocates for Israel, and combat 

antisemitism wherever it may be found. 

 

Rabbi David Wolpe once wrote that “Antisemitism is a different sort of hatred, the most durable 

and versatile in history. You can hate Jews because they are communists, capitalists, foreigners, 

residents, immigrants, elitists, have strange ways, are too assimilated, bankroll the left or 

bankroll the right. You can hate them because they were weak and stateless or now because they 

are Zionists and defend Israel. There is always a reason and, of course, it is never just because 

they are Jews.” 

 

As Jews, we know all too well the power of hate speech and we must call it out when we hear it. 

We know better than most the dangers of unchecked hatred which must always be confronted. 

How much more so when our children are affected? We must educate against hate and against 

antisemitism, whenever and wherever it is found. 

 

The Torah portion this week is Vayera. It contains two important events in our peoples past. 

First, we read that Abraham was sitting at the opening of his tent and saw three guests standing 

nearby. In the heat of the day, Abraham runs to greet them and invites them to stay. Really he 

implores them, offering food, water, and shade. This story teaches us about the core Jewish value 

of hahnasat orhim, hospitality or welcoming guests. The welcoming that Abraham and Sarah 

provide these strangers is a model for what it takes to make people feel welcome in our 

community. Abraham rushed to greet his visitors. He made sure that they were comfortable. He 

cared deeply and he acted compassionately. 

 

How ironic that the same section of Torah that speaks of Abraham and Sarah welcoming guests, 

discusses the city of Sodom being destroyed. Destroyed, the rabbis of the Talmud tell us, because 

of a lack of hospitality, a lack of human decency, a lack of civility. 

 

What is the Jewish response to disdain, hate, and antisemitism? Education, conversation, and 

ultimately, hahnasat orhim, understanding that we must fill the world with kindness, generosity, 

and love. May we, like Abraham, stand up. May we run to do justice and help others. And may 

we work to ensure that we build a world in which everyone feels welcomed, seen, and cared for. 

 

Shabbat Shalom. 


