
October 1, 2020 – Sukkot 

TBS Clergy 

 

After our reflections of the High Holy Days comes the joy of Sukkot. We call Sukkot z’man 

simhataynu, the season of our joy. As we sit in our Sukkot and shake the lulav and the etrog, we 

are reminded of our blessings and all for which we have to be grateful, even, or perhaps 

especially, in our challenging times. In this email you will find many of the wonderful in-person 

and virtual opportunities to celebrate together. We are excited to announce that, after much 

consultation with our medical experts, we will hold in-person services in our sanctuary on 

Shabbat and Sunday with 25 people (not including clergy). We hope that we will be able to 

continue to offer in-person services for a limited group on a regular basis. Of course our ability 

to meet in-person will be dependent upon the always evolving COVID-19 situation and the 

guidance of our medical professionals. These in-person services will also be livestreamed on 

Zoom to the whole congregation so everyone can participate.  

  

Since this is our first experience with having people in the sanctuary for a service during 

COVID-times, and since we would like feedback on how these go, we have invited only 

members of our Executive Committee, Ritual Committee, and Lifelong Learning Committee to 

sign up to come to services this week. They will each be required to sign up in advance, come 

with a filled out COVID-19 questionnaire and have their temperature taken, wear a mask in our 

building at all times (including during services), and practice social distancing. Additionally, our 

services will be modified and abbreviated as appropriate for our circumstances. Our hope is that, 

after this soft start, we will be able to offer opportunities for the whole congregation to sign up to 

attend on future Shabbatot and holidays. We want to start smaller to get feedback, refine our 

processes and procedures, and make sure that we are providing as safe a space as possible.  

  

We realize that some of you are content attending virtually while others deeply miss being 

together in our sanctuary. We very much miss that too, and we are thrilled and grateful that we 

will be able to offer a variety of opportunities to be together for Sukkot. This will certainly add 

to the joy that this holiday brings us.  

  

Wishing you and your family a happy Sukkot! 

  

Hag Sukkot Samaeh! 

 


