
November 19, 2020 - Toldot 

Weekly Message from Rabbi Peltz 

 

At our TBS Board meeting last night we discussed engagement. We welcomed TBS alumna 

Rachel Gildiner, who is now the Executive Director of GatherDC, to share strategies her 

organization uses to connect with Jews in their 20s and 30s. This sparked a conversation about 

how we continue to make our large synagogue feel small for all of us. This is one of our main 

goals, and one that we strive to fulfill every day and in multiple ways. The phone calls our board 

members make to every TBS family around the High Holy Days and Passover to wish you a 

good holiday, the High Holy Day kit deliveries, the grade level family programs, our group 

events, the ark visits and so many more initiatives are all opportunities for us to connect, meet 

others, and learn together. These past months there haven’t been the same opportunities to chat at 

ECEC drop-off, at Kiddush on Shabbat morning, and on Sundays at Religious School and 

HaMakom High School programs, adult education classes, and other group experiences. This 

have altered our opportunities for connection, and we miss you. Even a quick smile and wave as 

you get your child a soft pretzel can open up a conversation. I imagine that you miss these 

moments of connection too. We will continue to think creatively about how we, as synagogue 

leaders, can reach out, check-in and find opportunities to safely get together, in-person or 

virtually. Get excited for some great things coming for Hanukkah! Still, what keeps me up at 

night is knowing that there are spiritual, emotional and financial needs out there that we don’t 

know about. We are doing our best to reach out, but we need your help. 

 

Our parashah this week, Toldot, reminds us that even when we are vulnerable, or perhaps 

especially when we are vulnerable, we can ask for help. We learn this from Isaac and Rebecca. 

When they struggle with infertility Isaac prays for help, and God answers Isaac’s prayer. Then, 

when Rebecca is having a difficult pregnancy, she seeks to find out why. The Torah says that she 

is lidrosh et Adonai, she goes to inquire of God. Many classical commentaries, including Rashi 

and Rashbam, understand this as Rebecca not going directly to God, but rather going to speak to 

a prophet. She seeks out another human being, with different expertise, for help. When we are in 

need, we can pray to God and we also can reach out to others. 

 

Our commitment to you is that our lay leaders, educators and clergy will continue to do our best 

to check-in. But the truth is that, thank God, our membership of 800 families is strong and stable. 

Despite our best efforts, it can be challenging, especially now, to keep up with everyone. So if 

you are in need of something, then please be like Rebecca and reach out to one of us. Whether it 

is just to say hello and schmooze or if it is to talk about something more serious, we are here, and 

always appreciate hearing from you. We all could use a little strength, a little reassurance, and a 

little help during this time. Building and tending to relationships is the basis of the covenant that 

God reaffirms with Isaac this week, and that continues to be the responsibility of everyone in a 

kehillah kedoshah, a sacred community. So let’s be there for each other, and then together we 

will create an even stronger community. 


