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In this week’s Torah portion, Hayyei Sarah, we are introduced to perhaps the most powerful 

woman in the Torah, Rebecca. Rebecca is defined by her modesty, piety, thoughtfulness, and 

kindness. Over time, we also learn that Rebecca is a confident woman, willing to assert herself 

and use the power available to her. When asked whether she would accompany Eliezer to 

Canaan, she responds without hesitation: “I will go” (24:58). Rebecca’s insight, conviction, 

compassion, and strength are an inspiration for us all, men and women alike. But it is for our 

daughters especially, that Rebecca serves as a role model. 

 

I was thinking of this week’s parasha and Rebecca’s character as last Saturday when I heard that 

Joe Biden and Kamala Harris had been declared as the winners of the election and our new 

president and vice-president elect. While much can and should be said about Joe Biden, I would 

like to spend some time reflecting on Kamala Harris. After Shabbat on Saturday night, I saw 

several people post an image of broken glass with the words: “Make sure to wear shoes, ladies. 

There’s glass everywhere.” 

 

Regardless of our political affinities or affiliation, we can all acknowledge that Harris’s election 

as our next Vice President is a historical moment for our country. She has broken through a glass 

ceiling as the first woman, the first Black person, the first South Asian American, and the first 

person of color to be elected U.S. Vice President. As Harris said on Saturday night: “While I 

may be the first woman in this office, I will not be the last, because every little girl watching 

tonight sees that this is a country of possibilities… And to the children of our country, regardless 

of your gender, our country has sent you a clear message: Dream with ambition, lead with 

conviction. And see yourselves in a way that others may not simply because they’ve never seen 

it before, but know that we will applaud you every step of the way.” 

 

On Sunday, I went on a walk with my kids who are now four years old. We talked about the 

election, and I told them that we are going to have a female Vice President. We talked about how 

anyone can be a leader and a role model, regardless of their gender and the color of their skin. 

We talked about our matriarch Rebecca. We talked about some of the important women in their 

lives—their grandmothers and their mother. And we talked about how special it will be to have a 

female Vice President. Then Gavi, my daughter, turned to me, smiled and asked: “can I be the 

Vice President one day?” My response: “Yes you can, sweetheart. If you work hard, you can be 

and accomplish anything.” 


