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According to the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), since the conflict between Israel and Hamas 

broke out on May 10, antisemitic incidents in the U.S. increased by 75%. These have included 

physical attacks against Jews in cities such as L.A. and New York, as well as vandalism of 

kosher restaurants and synagogues.  Additionally there is the insidious antisemitism on social 

media.  The recent Pew study of Jewish Americans found that three-quarters of respondents 

believe there is more antisemitism in the U.S. today than there was five years ago.  This rise in 

antisemitism has come from both the left and the right. In addition to causing trauma to members 

of our community, it has also divided us. Too many of us are quick to point out the antisemitism 

that comes from the other side.  As Jews we must call out and fight against antisemitism 

wherever it comes from, and we have a special responsibility to do so when it comes from our 

own ideological side. If you identity with the left, then when its leaders fail to condemn 

antisemitic attacks or unfairly criticize Israel then they must be called on it. Just as those who 

identify on the right must do so when their leaders look the other way or traffic in antisemitism. 

We live in a polarizing time.  Too few people have time for nuance 

and complex issues are reduced to 140 characters. I worry daily 

about the internal divisions in our country, and the growing divide 

between American Jews and Israel. There is much work for us to do. 

But the one issue that we should all agree upon, and should unite 

behind, is condemning antisemitism and violence against Jews. Our 

Torah portion this week, B’ha’halotkha, describes the hatzotzrot, the two silver trumpets that, 

when sounded, summon the entire community together.  Today we must heed that sound, and 

come together to speak with one voice to denounce the spike in antisemitic attacks.  Today has 

been designated as a Day of Action Against Antisemitism by Jewish organizations across the 

spectrum. It culminates with a virtual rally at 4:00pm to show our solidarity and to demand that 

our political leaders take steps to ensure the safety of Jews across our country.  You can register 

for this virtual rally at www.actagainstantisemitism.org. I hope that you will join me, and 

thousands of others, in standing together to reject the hate that is targeting our community. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/29736480/287343749/786351733?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2ODQyIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImY4MTNkNjUzLTg1YmQtZWIxMS1hN2FkLTUwMWFjNTdiOGZhNyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiamJsdW1lbnRoYWxAcmFiYmluaWNhbGFzc2VtYmx5Lm9yZyINCn0%3D&hmac=VE5VxOmmREnsKNXLgNB7Te5tXf87V-yCsEQbI5hBog4=&emci=2e6931da-5dbd-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=f813d653-85bd-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=833744
https://www.actagainstantisemitism.org/?emci=2e6931da-5dbd-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=f813d653-85bd-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=833744

