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ֹהָוה ְלִנְשְבֵרי־ֵלֵ֑ב   God is close to the brokenhearted,” (Psalm 34:19). We call on God’s“ —ָק֣רֹוב ְיְ֭

presence today as we are most certainly brokenhearted. On Tuesday, a gunman entered Robb 

Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas and barricaded himself in a classroom. He then 

indiscriminately opened fire, killing nineteen beautiful children and two brave teachers. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with the community in Uvalde, with the bereaved families, and with the 

many children who are now forever changed by what they witnessed. 

 

Yesterday morning we recited Psalm 94, the Psalm for Wednesday. It contains questions about 

why evil exists in the world, and how we respond to it. Questions like “Ad Matai Reshayim?” 

How long will those who commit evil continue to do so? And “Mi Yakum li im m’rayim?” Who 

will stand up against those who perpetrate evil? The Psalm answers by affirming God’s 

comforting presence along with God’s command for justice. 

 

In the days and weeks to come, we will continue to work with our Social Advocacy Committee 

to advocate for justice through common sense gun legislation. But today, we are left with the 

question of “how?” How could this horror be our reality? How did our country become so 

broken? How could it be that we live in a country in which some people seem to value guns 

more than children? We turn to God: “God how could this be?!” But I believe God returns our 

question to us. Today we mourn, but tomorrow, we must all return to and wrestle with God’s 

question for us: “how?” How can we, no, how must we respond? 

 

Perhaps one answer is found in this week’s Torah portion, Behukotai, where we learn that reward 

and punishment come from our obedience of, or disregard for, God’s commandments. But really, 

I don’t understand it to be about divine retribution or reward. Instead, I believe that the Torah is 

teaching us that we are blessed with the power to make choices that dictate the nature of our 

lives. Free will is both a gift and a responsibility. Being human leaves us free to hurt each other 

and God can’t stop us from doing that without taking away the very freedom that makes us 

human. Where we have control is in the prevention of an unsafe reality. And so it is time to work 

to ensure a different reality. A reality that values all human life. A reality in which a child is not 

afraid to go to school and schools are what they should be: safe havens of learning and growth. A 

reality that blots out hatred and replaces it with kindness and love. 

 

May we join together in working towards this reality and in doing so, may God’s promise in this 

week’s parashah come true: “I will grant peace in the land and you shall lie down without fear” 

(Lev. 26:6). 
 


