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Tensions are high, violence has escalated, and peace seems distant. Our thoughts and prayers 

today are focused on Israel. For the past several days, rocket sirens have blared repeatedly 

throughout central and southern Israel, sending millions of Israelis rushing for cover. Well over 

1,000 rockets from Gaza have been targeted towards Israeli citizens. Israel has responded in turn. 

It is the worst violence we have seen in years between Israelis and Palestinians. I hope you will 

take a moment to read the Rabbinical Assembly's Response to the Violent Attacks in Israel and 

to recite this Prayer for Israel written by Rabbi Mikie Goldstein. 

 

My heart breaks as I pray for peace in Israel.  Children have died on both sides. Yesterday a 

colleague of mine in Israel wrote in an email: “It's been a very stressful 36 hours here in 

Israel. Yesterday in Ra'anana, it was quiet all day even though throughout the south there were 

major missile barrages. Then last night, Hamas shot over 130 rockets in the direction of Tel Aviv 

and we literally pulled our kids out of bed and raced to our shelter. The kids were traumatized at 

first (so were we), but we settled them down and by the 6th siren in the middle of the night, they 

were adapting to a new reality.” 

 

A new reality.  I pray it is a reality that does not last long.  I do not have many answers; I wish I 

did.  But here is what I do know.  I know that no child—Israeli, Jewish, Arab, Christian, Muslim, 

Bedoin, or Druze—should ever again have to sleep in a bomb shelter.  I know that we must work 

towards peace.  And I know that in uncertain moments like these, we have often turned to our 

tradition and to Torah as guides.  How appropriate that the holiday of Shavuot is just a few days 

away.  Shavuot is known as Z’man Matan Torateinu- the time of the giving of the Torah.  There 

is a Hassidic teaching that says that "the Torah was given to make peace in the world.”  Our task 

is to figure out how Torah can be a harbinger of peace.  How do we use the lessons of Torah to 

help bring peace in Israel and around the world? 

 

Our 10th grade Confirmation students, who we will celebrate on Shavuot, have spent the year 

wrestling with questions like these and more.  I am so proud of our Confirmation students for 

coming together as a class despite their December Israel trip being postponed due to the 

pandemic and despite the year of mostly virtual learning.  I am proud of them for asking rich 

questions, deeply exploring their Jewish identities, and wrestling with their beliefs about God. 

Please take a few minutes to watch this video to meet our Confirmation students and I hope you 

will join us on Zoom on Monday (May 17th) at 10AM for our Shavuot Day 1 Confirmation 

Service.  As part of the service, the Confirmands will line the TBS tent and sing Oseh 

Shalom together as a class.  As they sing, I will be praying for our brothers and sisters, and all 

people in Israel AND I will be thinking about the peace and hope that our Confirmation students 

represent.  

 

May the Torah inspire us to continue to work every day towards peace. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Mazal Tov to our Confirmands and their families. 

 

http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/story/rabbinical-assembly-responds-rocket-fire-violent-attacks-israel
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Prayer%20as%20Israel%20is%20under%20missile%20attack.pdf
http://www.tbsonline.org/hamakom/

