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Rabbi Wexler – Ki Tissa 

 

This week’s Torah portion is Ki Tissa from the book of Exodus. It is a jam-packed parasha which 

includes the story of the golden calf. Many commentators have offered theories as to what 

caused the Israelites to turn to idolatry in Moses’ absence—a loss of faith, fear of the unknown, 

and more. However, the Torah does not state any of these as the Israelite’s rationale. A plain 

reading of the text gives us a very simple understanding of what went wrong. Moses had gone 

atop Mt. Sinai on the 7th day of Sivan and said that he would be there for 40 days and return in 

the morning. The Israelites thought that the day Moses ascended Mt. Sinai counted as the first 

day of the 40 … they misunderstood that Moses meant he would be away for a full 40 days and 

40 nights, which meant he would be back on the 17th of Tammuz. When noon of the 16th came 

and Moses had not returned, the Torah tells us: “Vayaar ha-am kibosheish Moshe l’yoredet min 

hahar – the people saw that Moses, bosheish – delayed.” The rabbis read bosheish as two 

words: “bou-sheish” – “the sixth hour had come,” the hour promised by Moses for his return, 

and he was not there. So what did the Israelites do? They went and made a golden calf. 

Why? Impatience. 

 

Parents and educators teach that “patience is a virtue.” But maintaining patience, especially at 

tense and difficult moments is not easy. Moreover, we live in a society where the world is at our 

fingertips, a world of constant hustle and bustle, a generation of little to no patience. Just think of 

the phrases we often use to describe our daily actions. We leap out of bed, we gulp our coffee, 

we down our food, we whiz into town, and we dash to the office. 

 

But not this year. This year our world has been turned upside down. This year everything has had 

to be slowed down. We have all had our patience tested; unable go out to eat, enjoy vacations, go 

to school or work, visit with friends and family, etc. All the while we have wondered how long 

will we have to patiently wait to get back to normal? 

 

We have tried our best to wait patiently. Now, with more and more people getting vaccinated 

every day, we hope that the end is in sight. But now also comes the greatest challenge. 

Remember, the Israelites waited patiently for Moses for 40 days. It was only when the end was 

in sight that their patience ran out. We must be sure not to make the same mistake. We must 

remain patient. 

 

The three physicians who helped prepare the Biden administration’s Coronavirus response 

recently wrote in an op-ed, “We may be done with COVID-19, but the virus is not done with us. 

We are all exhausted and frustrated, tired of masks and feeling constrained and bored with the 

monotony of life. We desperately want life to go back to normal. But how soon we get there 

depends on the actions we take today.” 

 

May we continue to wear our masks, wash our hands, and remain socially distant. May we do 

our best to remain patient in order to keep ourselves and one another healthy and in order to see 

our way through this Pandemic. 

 

Shabbat Shalom. 



 


