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As we see the difficult pictures and hear the horrifying stories coming out of Ukraine, our 

thoughts and prayers are with the people of Ukraine and all those affected by the war. We are 

witnessing a developing humanitarian crisis. Lives lost and lives destroyed. There have already 

been one million refugees that have fled Ukraine. It is certainly timely that this Saturday we will 

participate in HIAS Refugee Shabbat. Thanks to the Social Advocacy Committee, we will 

welcome Cathryn Miller-Wilson, the Executive Director of HIAS-PA, to our Saturday morning 

Shabbat service. Cathryn will teach about the work of HIAS and in particular, the work that 

HIAS is currently doing in and around Ukraine. I hope you will join us. Our inclination is to 

help. We start through education. We can also give tzedakah. There are many wonderful 

organizations in which to donate so that we can help our brothers and sisters in Ukraine 

including our local Federation Ukraine Relief Fund, The Worldwide Masorti (Conservative) 

Movement, and HIAS. 

 

Ukraine holds an important place in Jewish history. It was a center of Jewish culture for 

thousands of years. It’s been a place of Jewish flourishing and also a place of Jewish tragedy, be 

it the Holocaust or pogroms that are too many to count. And Putin’s recent Nazi rhetoric and 

subsequent actions are most certainly and deeply upsetting and troubling. 

 

What wisdom might the Torah offer us about the current situation in Ukraine? While this week 

we are reading parashat Pekudei, the last Torah portion in the book of Exodus, in non (Jewish) 

leap years, we read it and the previous parsaha, Vayakhel, together. As Rabbi Lindemann wrote 

about in last week’s message, the word vayakhel means to convoke, to cause people to assemble 

in a group. The Israelites are brought together to build the mishkan, the tabernacle, the 

community center and God’s home that would unite the people and ultimately bring God into 

their midst. 

 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks of blessed memory, the former Chief Rabbi of Britain, offers as interesting 

connection between the word vayakhel and a word we read two weeks ago: vayikahel. Vayikahel 

means “to gang up” and is used in the Torah to describe how the people ganged up on Aaron to 

bully him into making a god (the golden calf). 

 

Rabbi Sacks argues that by using similar words that have very different meanings, the Torah is 

presenting us with a stark choice. We can choose to live in the mode of “vayikahel,” to be a bully 

or a tyrant, or we can choose to live in the mode of vayakhel, to be a community builder and 

healer. 

 

As Moses and the Israelites model through the building of the Mishkan, we must choose the 

latter. And we pray that Russia, Ukraine, and the rest of the world will do the same. 

 

Shabbat Shalom. 

https://jewishfederationofsouthernnewj.givingfuel.com/2022-ukraine-relief-fund
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Emergency-Campaign-for-Masorti-Conservative-Communities-in-Ukraine.html?soid=1102405988674&aid=5whtS-6n_c0
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Emergency-Campaign-for-Masorti-Conservative-Communities-in-Ukraine.html?soid=1102405988674&aid=5whtS-6n_c0
https://act.hias.org/page/37014/donate/1?ac=jtk787-fr-nd&utm_medium=email&utm_source=hias.org&utm_campaign=HIAS&utm_content=jtk787+-+Ukraine+Match+1+-+fr+-+nd&ea.url.id=1184572

