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Rabbi Peltz – Shemini Shabbat Parah 

 

Now that Purim is behind us, we turn our attention to Passover! Our liturgy helps us do this, as 

this Shabbat is Shabbat Parah. It is named for the parah adumah, or the red heifer, that we’ll read 

about in our special maftir Torah reading. Shabbat Parah always falls on the first Shabbat after 

Purim, and it represents the beginning of our preparation for Passover. The Talmud teaches that 

30 days before Passover (right now we are only 22 days away!) we should begin our 

preparations. Have you started? Don’t worry, I haven’t. Plenty of time! One way that our 

community has already started to fulfill the message of Passover is with the departure of our first 

TBS Israel trip since the start of the pandemic. Last Sunday Rabbi Lindemann left with a full 

group for Israel. They have been saying L’Shanah HaBa’ah B’Yerushalayim – “Next Year in 

Jerusalem” for the past many Passovers and now they have finally made it. We are so proud to 

have brought a group back to Israel, and we hope that it is the first of many trips that we will 

begin offering once again! Below is one reflection from Rabbi Lindemann from their first day of 

the trip. We wish our TBS travelers an incredible experience and a safe trip, and look forward to 

hearing more when they return. 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 

From Rabbi Lindemann: 

 

Our first day began at the home of David Ben-Gurion in Tel Aviv. 

It is modest indeed — originally, two rooms which served as 

living room and den by day and bedrooms by night. Not much 

space for a family of two adults and three children. Later, 

additions were added — two bedrooms and a second floor with 

three rooms to house Ben-Gurion’s library of more than 20,000 

books. One room is devoted to philosophy, one to political and 

military science, and one to Judaism and the Jewish people. All 

three informed Ben-Gurion’s life work, the creation of state of 

Israel as a homeland for our people. 

 

We sat in the library and discussed the challenges of bringing 

together Jews from many different countries and cultures with 

diverse understandings of what it means to be Jewish. 

 

Our guide was a young woman who came to Israel when Operation Solomon brought 14,325 

Ethiopian Jews to Israel in 36 hours, in 1991. Now, she has a PhD in Political Science, 

specializing in Interracial Relations. Twenty-four American Jews from a Conservative 

Synagogue learning from Kasa Getoo. Quite a picture. Worth a lot more than a thousand words, 

wouldn’t you say. 

 

I think Ben-Gurion would be pleased. 


