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Purim Sameah! Happy Purim! Yesterday, shortly before Purim began, someone pulled me aside with 

an important question. Rabbi, “I know it is the month of Adar and just about to be Purim, and that 

means that we are supposed to be happy. But as I continue to hear about the terrible war currently 

taking place in Ukraine, I’m struggling to find joy right now. What am I supposed to do?” I 

empathized with his sentiments and acknowledged that for me too it is hard to be really happy right 

now. But then, as I searched for words, he beautifully answered his own question: “I guess life must go 

on, otherwise the evil forces would get what they want. We need to celebrate Purim because that is 

what keeps us together.” He is so right. We as a Jewish people, no matter what, have always celebrated 

our holidays. We have worked to bring light into the dark, and to find joy even in the difficult 

moments. 

 

Even more, there are many parallels to the war in Ukraine to be found in Megillat Esther, the Scroll of 

Esther. In particular, we are reminded of the ramifications of unchecked power and a lack of concern 

for human life. Haman decided to wipe out the Jewish people without any intelligible reason; simply 

because he was filled with rage when Mordechai refused to bow down to him. As Rabbi David 

Golinkin, the President of the Schechter Institute in Jerusalem writes in a recent article in the 

Jerusalem Post: “And what of Russia today? When Putin saw that Zelensky and the Ukrainians would 

not kneel, nor bow down before him, he was filled with rage and he decided to invade Ukraine without 

any provocation. In both cases, a megalomaniac with absolute power did something outrageous 

without any provocation, just because he wanted to and had the power to do so.” 

 

In Megillat Esther 8:6 Esther cries out to the king: “how can I bear to see the evil that will befall my 

people? And how can I bear to see the destruction of my kindred!” Like Esther we cannot stand idly 

by. We want to help. And again, I think Purim provides us with guidance. 

 

First, we must recognize the modern-day Esther’s of the world who are courageously standing up for 

the Ukrainian people, standing up for what is right. To that end, I hope you will join us for a special 

TBS program next Thursday, March 24th at 12:30PM on Zoom with Jonathan Orenstein. Jonathan is 

the Executive Director of the JCC in Krakow and he will be speaking about efforts on the ground in 

Krakow to help Ukrainian Refugees and what we can do to help. 

 

Second, we must give. And there is no more appropriate day than today as giving, Matanot L’Evyonim, 

is one of the four mitzvot of Purim. In fact, it may be the most important aspect of Purim. Maimonides 

writes in the Mishneh Torah, Laws of Megillah: “It’s preferable for a person to increase his donations 

to the poor than to be lavish in his preparation of the Purim feast or in sending portions to his friends. 

For there is no greater and more splendid joy than to gladden the hearts of those in need.” 

 

We can and we must do what we can to offer support and aid from abroad. We have compiled a list of 

organizations to which we will hope you will consider donating to help the people of Ukraine. We all 

hope and pray that the war will end quickly. But, in the meantime, we must do everything we can to 

help the Ukrainian people. May the day come soon when we can experience the full joy of Purim as 

well as the blessings of peace. 

 

Hag Purim Sameah and Shabbat Shalom. 


