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Rabbi Peltz - Vayikra 

 

This Shabbat, in addition to beginning the third book of the Torah, Vayikra, it is also Shabbat 

Zakhor, the Shabbat of memory. Shabbat Zakhor falls every year right before Purim. It is called 

Shabbat Zakhor because of the special maftir Torah reading which recalls how Amalek 

ruthlessly attacked the Israelites on their journey out of Egypt. It is a mitzvah to simply hear this 

portion read every year, as it helps us remember the difficult moments of our history – both 

ancient and modern. It also helps us to see the challenges we face today in the context of history. 

We read this special portion immediately before Purim every year to prepare to read Megillat 

Esther. It is the story about an evil man, Haman, whose plans for the destruction of the Jews 

were thwarted by Esther and Mordechai. As we look around the world today, we see plenty of 

evil. This week Russia continued its unprovoked and immoral attack on Ukraine and our Katz 

JCC received bombs threats. It is a world that contains so much destruction, fear and pain.  

 

It can feel overwhelming, but the story of Purim, and the mitzvot that we do for the holiday, 

provide us with direction, and hope. Remember that the concept of hope in Judaism is not a 

naïve wish, but rather a way of seeing the world. It is about not accepting the world as it is, but 

steadfastly working to make it what it ought to be for our people and for all people. This is one 

of the lessons that comes out of Megillat Esther, and is driven home by Rabbi Rachel Ain, one of 

the authors of the new commentary and translation of the Megillah by the Conservative 

Movement that we will be using at our Purim services this year. In her final comment on the 

story, Rabbi Ain writes, “Being Jewish means serving at the fulcrum between the particular and 

the universal. Clearly, we all want every decision we make in life to have a positive effect on the 

larger world in which we live. But a core theme of the Purim story is that being part of the 

Jewish people means that there is a parallel obligation to speak out for Jews everywhere whether 

we know them personally or not…Esther’s bold action saved the Jewish people of Persia, but 

also made Persia into a finer version of itself…” When we live with hope as our mission, then 

we are not passive about the fate of the world. Rather we do what we can to make a positive 

difference. When we celebrate Purim, we scoff at Haman, and focus on the celebration, on life.  

 

There are four mitzvot that we do on Purim, all of which begins with the Hebrew letter Mem: 

read Megillat Esther, mishloah manot (sending gifts of food to friends), matanot l’evyonim (food 

gifts to the poor), and mishteh (a festive meal). Purim reminds us that it is important not just to 

remember, but to let the lessons of our past inform how we live. So when we see people in need, 

like we do today, we raise our voices in protest and support, we pray and we give tzedakah.  We 

encourage you to give tzedakah to the Masorti (Conservative) congregations in the Ukraine, the 

Federation’s Ukraine Relief Fund, and HIAS, which works to help refugees. 

 

We also come together as a community to remember our history, challenge ourselves to learn 

from its lessons, and to remind ourselves of the joy that comes when you live with a sense of 

hope. Please join us as we do these mitzvot and celebrate Purim as a community next Wednesday 

night, March 16. We will read the Megillah, sing, have costume contests with fabulous prizes, 

and enjoy the party to follow. And then on Sunday morning, March 20 we will continue the 

celebration at our outdoor Purim Extravaganza. Click here for details. May our celebration of 

Purim be an expression of how we live with hope for ourselves and others around the world. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Emergency-Campaign-for-Masorti-Conservative-Communities-in-Ukraine.html?soid=1102405988674&aid=5whtS-6n_c0
https://jewishfederationofsouthernnewj.givingfuel.com/2022-ukraine-relief-fund
https://act.hias.org/page/37014/donate/1?ac=jtk787-fr-nd&utm_medium=email&utm_source=hias.org&utm_campaign=HIAS&utm_content=jtk787+-+Ukraine+Match+1+-+fr+-+nd&ea.url.id=1184572

