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Rabbi Wexler - Shelach Lecha 

 

Judaism believes in the sanctity of life and in the intrinsic and infinite worth of every human 

being. To destroy a single life, the rabbis of the Mishnah teach, is to destroy an entire world. And 

yet, today we have a serious problem with gun violence in our country. Unfortunately, gun 

violence did not stop because of COVID-19 – in fact, it worsened. In 2020, the number of people 

killed in the U.S. by gun violence exceeded 40,000 – the highest rate of gun deaths in two 

decades. Some more haunting facts (from wearorange.org): 

 

• Gun suicide claims the lives of over 23,000 people in the United States each year. 

More than 14,000 people die in gun homicides. The United States gun homicide 

rate is 25 times higher than that of other high-income countries. 

• Firearms are the leading cause of death for children and teens in the United States. 

Every year, more than 3,000 children and teens are shot and killed, and another 

15,000 are shot and wounded – an average of nine children and teens shot and 

killed and 42 shot and wounded every day. 

• Fifty-eight percent of American adults or someone they care for have experienced 

gun violence in their lifetime. 

 

Gun violence is taking an unacceptable toll on our society. Sadly, it has become a regular 

occurrence to hear of school shootings, shootings in houses of worship, at healthcare clinics, in 

clubs, in municipal buildings and more. From the senseless loss of life, to the families and 

communities that are left to grieve, to the anxiety, fear, and sadness that the tragedies leave in 

their wake, gun violence knows no boundaries, and is an issue that must be addressed. 

 

The realities of gun violence are heartbreaking, and the emotions stirred by hatred and loss can 

often feel overwhelming. Yet, our tradition teaches that we must take a stance and take action. In 

2017, The Rabbinical Assembly of the Conservative Movement affirmed an important Position 

Paper on Gun Violence, authored by Rabbis Menachem Creditor and David Lerner. In the paper, 

they call on all of us to take “decisive and courageous action to stop gun violence in our 

communities.” 

 

Our superb Social Advocacy Committee has taken up this charge. Over the last several years, it 

has adopted gun safety as one of its focal points, and has developed a partnership with Moms 

Demand Action. I am particularly grateful to Susan Anolik and Jackie Goldstein for leading this 

initiative. 

 

https://wearorange.org/
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/social_action/gun-control/ra_dover_emet_statement_on_gun_violence.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/social_action/gun-control/ra_dover_emet_statement_on_gun_violence.pdf
https://momsdemandaction.org/
https://momsdemandaction.org/


And now, our Social Advocacy Committee is inviting us to 

come together as a community to stand up against gun 

violence. We will do so this Shabbat as we participate in the 

Wear Orange Initiative as part of National Gun Violence 

Awareness Weekend. We hope that you will join us and wear 

orange to services this Shabbat morning. We will also have 

orange ribbons and stickers available on Saturday morning for 

people to wear (if you will not be at TBS on Saturday, you are 

welcome to pick them up ahead of time). Why orange? Orange 

is the color that Hadiya Pendleton's friends wore in her honor 

when she was shot and killed in Chicago at the age of 15 – just 

one week after performing at President Obama’s second 

inaugural parade in 2013. After her death, they asked us to stand up, speak out, and 

#WearOrange, the color that hunters wear in the woods to protect themselves, to raise awareness 

about gun violence. 

 

We hope you will join us in this initiative both of solidarity and of taking action by using 

#wearorange on social media, by joining us on Shabbat morning, either in-person or virtually, 

and by wearing orange. 

 

We learn in Pirkei Avot (3:14): Rabbi Akiva used to say: Beloved is every human being, who 

was created in the image of God – haviv adam she-nivra b’tzelem. It is an even greater love that 

it was made known to each individual that he/she was created, in the image of God – hibbah 

y’teirah noda’at lo she-nivra b’tzelem. 

Together, let us remind the world, one another, and especially our children of this important 

lesson. 

 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 


