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Rabbi Peltz - Bamidbar 

 

Last night, Rachel and I were so touched by the outpouring of support from our TBS Family in 

recognition of Rachel receiving the Herman Fraint Award for Jewish Day School Teaching 

Excellence at the Kellman Brown Academy Tribute Gala. Thank you to everyone who reached 

out, placed tribute ads, and attended in person and virtually. We are so grateful for all of your 

support. It was a special evening that celebrated our wonderful community Jewish Day School, 

and that also reminded all of us once again about the importance of Jewish education. In our 

ever-changing and troubling world, it is more important than ever for our children to have a 

strong sense of who they are and where the come from. When a child learns about their history 

and heritage, and sees themselves situated in that story, they have a solid foundation upon which 

to build their own identities. This weekend, we will continue our celebration of Jewish 

education. This Shabbat we begin the fourth book of the Torah, Bamidbar, and then transition 

Saturday night into the holiday of Shavuot, which continues through Monday night. Shavuot is 

called z’man matan torateinu – “the time of the giving of Torah.” We recall the moment that 

Torah was given on Mount Sinai by thinking about our own relationship with Torah. This is why 

we celebrate Confirmation on Shavuot. It is an opportunity for our 10th grade Confirmation Class 

students, three years after their b’nai mitzvah and two years before they graduate high school, to 

share with us their burgeoning theology and Jewish identity. We are so proud of our 19 

Confirmation students commitment to continue their Jewish education. As is the case every year, 

I am sure that their reflections at Shavuot services on Sunday morning will inspire us to think 

more deeply about our own Jewish commitments. On Monday, the second day of Shavuot, we 

will celebrate our relationship with KBA as our KBA students, families and alumni will lead 

services and read Torah. In addition to all of this, we will have an opportunity to learn Torah 

together in person on Saturday night after services, and there is also a virtual option to 

continuing learning late into the night that evening with the Rabbinical Assembly. Click here for 

all of our information for Shavuot. I hope that you will be able to join us to celebrate Shabbat 

and Shavuot this weekend. 

 

Shabbat Shalom and Hag Shavuot Samaeh! 


