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Rabbi Peltz - B’ha’alotkha 

 

We are in graduation season!  Last week we celebrated wonderful moving up ceremonies for our 

four year old classes as well as our kindergarteners in our Eric B. Jacobs Early Childhood 

Education Center.  Our students beautifully sang tefillot (prayers) and songs that demonstrated 

how much they learned so far at TBS.  Last night, I attended the commencement ceremony for 

the 8th graders at Kellman Brown Academy, and again felt proud at seeing all they have 

accomplished and learned during their time at KBA.  It was an extra special ceremony for us this 

year as Yael was one of the graduates.  Many more students from our TBS Family are 

celebrating graduations from high school, college and graduate programs.  We wish all of you 

mazal tov on these achievements!   

 

Given all this, it seems appropriate that our parashah this week, B’ha’alotkha, begins with the 

command to light the menorah in the mishkan (tabernacle).  The Torah says b’ha’alotkha et 

hanerot – literally “When you make the lights rise…”  This phrase sounds as strange in Hebrew 

as it does in English.  Why not just say l’hadlik et hanerot, “to kindle the lights?”  That’s the 

language we use when we light candles for Shabbat and holidays.  The  Hebrew root of the word 

b’ha’alotkha is alah, like in the word aliyah, which we use when we go up to say the blessings 

over the Torah reading or when someone moves to Israel.  Both of these involve not only a 

practical action but also a spiritual going up.  Perhaps we can also see this spiritual meaning in 

the language of our parashah.   

 

The great 11th century commentator Rashi explains that the Torah uses this word to teach that 

when lighting the menorah, one must kindle it until the light ascends of itself.  In other words, 

you hold the fire to the lamp until the lamp catches the flame and burns on its own.  Think about 

when you light Shabbat candles.  After striking the match we hold it to the wick of the candle 

until it passes the flame on, and it is able to burn on its own.   

 

This is a wonderful metaphor for what our students’ graduations from their schools. Teachers 

bring the light of learning to our students with the hope that it will kindle our students’ curiosity 

and creativity.  Education is about both passing down ideas and traditions as well as inspiring the 

innovation necessary to keep them meaningful.  May the knowledge our graduates have 

acquired, and their own imaginations, illuminate their path as they move on to the next step in 

their journeys. 
 


