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Today is Rosh Hodesh Tammuz, the beginning of the Hebrew month of Tammuz.  According to 

Rabbi Isaac Luria, the great Kabbalist who lived in 16th century Tzfat, Tammuz is associated 

with vision. This is because the main part of the spies’ trip to see the Land of Israel, which we 

read about last week, took place during the month of Tammuz. Most of the spies did not have the 

vision to see the blessings in store for b’nai Israel in the land, but Caleb and Joshua did. All the 

spies saw the same land, but were not all able to see its positive potential. This theme of vision 

continues in all of the Torah portions we read throughout the month of Tammuz. This Shabbat, 

in parashat Korah, Korah and his followers see things differently than Moshe does. This leads to 

conflict, but ultimately it reaffirms Moshe’s ability to lead the people faithfully and humbly 

through the wilderness. Next week, in parashat Hukkat, we will read about nehushtan, the 

bronze snake that people had to gaze up at in order to heal themselves from snakebites. As the 

Mishnah explains, looking up at the bronze snake helped the people refocus their vision on God 

in heaven. We will then read parashat Balak, where Bilaam looks out at Israelites camps sees 

their beautiful tents and is unable to curse them. On the final Shabbat of Tammuz, we will 

read parashat Pinhas, where Pinhas is given a brit shalom, a covenant of peace, for seeing the 

people engaged in idolatry, and doing something to stop it. Rabbi Luria teaches that this theme of 

vision in all of these Tammuz parashot encourage us to try and refocus our perspective. We seek 

to open our eyes as well as our ears, in order to better see and hear the people around us. We 

strive to better see our blessings, and do our best to transform the negative challenges we see into 

positive opportunities for growth and renewal. May our vision be expanded during this new 

month of Tammuz, and may it bring us greater joy, perspective, and understanding. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

 


