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Rabbi Peltz - Bo 

 

Today marks the one year anniversary of the attack on the US Capitol.  The desecration of one of 

our sacred spaces, along with the violence that led to the loss of life, and the Nazi and 

Confederate symbols on display are seared into our memories.  The opening words of our Torah 

portion, Bo, help us to reflect on this terrible day when our democracy was threatened.  God tells 

Moshe Bo el Par’oh, “come to Pharoah.” Commentaries note that we would have expected God 

to say Lekh el Par’oh, “go to Pharoah.” Why here does the Torah use “Bo” (come) and not 

“Lekh (go)?” 

 

Rabbi Marc Angel points out that when God first told Moshe to return to Egypt to lead the 

Israelites to freedom, God used the word Lekh.  But, as the plagues began, God switches to the 

word Bo.  Indeed, our parashah is not the first time that this word is used.  This, Rabbi Angel 

says, shows us that Lekh (go) is used to start something new. Remember Abraham is called with 

the words Lekh Lekha – go forth from your land and found the Jewish people. Bo (come), 

however, is used when the circumstances call for maintaining momentum and commitment. It is 

a word God uses to encourage Moshe to continue his mission of bringing the Israelites from 

slavery to freedom. Starting something new comes with the excitement of a new challenges. 

Sustaining a mission, however, requires fortifying what is working, and at times can feel tedious, 

frustrating or even irritating. 

 

As I reflect on January 6, I think that the blessing of our democracy needs fortifying.  It needs 

the word “Bo.” While not perfect, democracy and its promise has allowed countless people, 

including our Jewish community, to thrive in our country.  The Brandeis historian Dr. Jonathan 

Sarna notes in his book American Judaism that our form of government has been a primary 

reason for our success in America. One of the challenges of our generation is not start something 

new, but to figure out how we can do our part to form that more perfect union. We are tasked 

with continuing to build and evolve the institutions of our democracy that have maintained the 

deal of freedom in our country for us and for future generations. It is our moment to “Bo” – to 

come forward in asserting our values as Jews and as Americans. 

 

So today let us reaffirm the lessons from the story of the Exodus that we read this 

Shabbat:  Words matter.  Truth matters.  Leadership matters.  And, perhaps most importantly, 

success is not inevitable. We have to be vigilant about standing up for our values. Most of us 

have been so fortunate to live our lives in a relatively calm and safe world. But this type of world 

is fragile, and it must be constantly tended to by each of us.  We do this through the choices we 

make about how to live each day. Bo – let us come together to fulfill the words of the prayer for 

our country, may “our land be a blessing to all who dwell on earth, and may God cause all 

peoples to dwell in friendship and freedom.” 


