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I am always amazed by our Jewish calendar and the journey it takes us on throughout the year. It 

helps us move through a series of emotions; from sadness to joy, from fear to courage, from 

uncertainty to hope. While these emotions are captured in our major holidays, each year I am 

struck by the emotional depth of the proximity of Yom HaZikaron (Israel’s Memorial Day) and 

Yom HaAtzmaut (Israel’s Independence Day). The two days are back-to-back and the emotions 

of these modern holidays are strong, particularly in Israel as the country moves from a solemn 

day of memory to a day of joyous celebration. 

Now, you may be thinking, and you are correct, that Yom HaZikaron and Yom HaAtzmaut are 

months away; they are Spring holidays. However, I find myself marveling at a similar feeling 

today; not due to calendrical brilliance, but rather, chance. Yesterday (Wednesday) we marked 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day, and today (Thursday) is Tu B’Shevat, also known as 

Hag HaIlanot, the Festival of the Trees. While the former falls on the secular calendar and the 

latter on the Hebrew calendar, this year they find themselves on successive days. Their coupling 

is powerful. 

The Torah teaches us: ki ha’adam eitz hasadeh - every person is a tree (Deuteronomy 20:19). 

The eleven million souls (six million Jewish) murdered in the Holocaust were like individual 

human trees. Each had the potential to grow, to bear fruit, and to flourish. They were senselessly 

robbed of life. But one thing remained that could never be stolen: their roots. 

Their roots are deep and lasting. They provide us with sustenance, purpose, and faith. Their roots 

represent resilience, courage, and strength while the roots of Tu B’Shevat represent growth and 

renewal. Yesterday we mourned, but today we plant. 

May the roots of our ancestors continue to flourish through the lives that we live and may we 

work to ensure that our roots endure for generations to come. 

Tu B’Shevat Sameah and Shabbat Shalom. 

 


