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Rabbi Peltz - Terumah 

 

I imagine that you have heard about the Tennessee school board who recently voted to ban the 

Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel Maus from its curriculum. In that book, Art Spiegelman 

powerfully tells his father’s story of survival of the 

Holocaust. It had been a while since I had read Maus, so 

this week I decided to revisit its pages. There was one 

piece of Vladek Spiegelman’s story that stood out for me. 

It seemed meant to be for this week. He tells the story of a 

dream he had while in a work camp. In it, the voice of his 

grandfather came to him and told him “You will come out 

of this place – FREE!...on the day of parshas truma.” 

 

Parashat Terumah is found in the book of Exodus. It is the Torah portion we read this Shabbat. 

Vladek goes on to say that a rabbi who was at the work camp told him that parashat Terumah 

was still three months away. For those three months of hard labor, he continued to hold out hope 

that when Terumah came, he would go free. When the week of the portion finally arrived, by 

some miracle, Vladek did indeed go free. His dream came true. Not only that, in later years he 

married his wife, had his son, and celebrated his son’s Bar Mitzvah all during the week of 

parashat Terumah! 

 

While there is no shortage of tragic stories from the Holocaust, there are also many stories like 

this, that inspire faith and hope. What makes this story even more meaningful is the story that 

Terumah tells. The Israelites begin construction of the mishkan, the portable sanctuary they used 

in the desert. After the tumult, tragedy and triumph of the Exodus from Egypt, they build a 

sanctuary, a sacred space to connect with God and each other. The mishkan brings them a sense 

of peace. 

 

The misguided banning of Maus by a school board in Tennessee was not the only troubling 

development this week. In the wake of Colleyville, we continue to find antisemitism, hatred and 

ignorance shared online and on TV. Not only is it frustrating, it is scary. It also requires us to 

learn from it and address it. I hope that you will join us tonight at 7pm on Zoom for our very 

important program “After Colleyville: From Lessons to Action.” We will be joined by Robin 

Burstein, Deputy Regional Director of the ADL, and Terri & Zach Oppenheimer, chairs of our 

Social Advocacy Committee, for a conversation about antisemitism today in our society, on 

campus and online, as well as actions we can take to combat it. 

 

With all of this happening in our world, we too need to reinforce our sacred spaces, not just 

physically but spiritually. When we come together as a community, to pray, to learn, to comfort, 

we strengthen our resolve, and we also give each other strength. The root of that Hebrew word 

terumah is ram – which means “to elevate.” This teaches that when we come together for a 

common purpose, each with our unique gifts, we raise each other up. That is our challenge today. 

There is no excuse for antisemitism, no matter where it comes from. Like it did for Vladek, may 

parashat Terumah elevate us and our country to stand up to the antisemitism and hatred that 

persists today. 

https://www.tbsonline.org/event/social-advocacy-committee-antisemitism-discussion.html
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